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WHEN the Arabs first issued from the de- chap, 
sert, th'ry must have been rarprised at ^^^' , 
the ease and rapidity of their own success. But f^TT^ 
when they advanced in the career of victory to of the 
the banks of the Indus and the summit of the ^0^-'*^ 
Pyrenees; when they had repeatedly tried the quest. 
edge of their scymetars and the energy of their 
Vol. X. . B faith, . , 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



2 , THE DECLINE AND JFALL 

CHAP, faith, they might be equally astonished that any 
i-ii. nation could resist t^eir invincible arms, that 
' ' » any boundary should confine the dominion of the 
successor of the prophet. The confidence of sol- 
diers and fanatics niiay indeed be excused^ since the 
calm historian of the "preserrt hour, who strives to 
follow the rapid course of th^ Saracens, ttiust study 
to explain by what means the church and state 
were saved from this impending, and, as it should 
seem, froni this inevitable danger. The deserts 
of Scythia and Sarmatia might be guarded by 
their extent, their climate, their poverty, and the 
courage of the northern shepherds; China was 
remote and inaccessible ; but the greatest part of 
the temperate zone was subject to the Mahometan 
conquerors, the Gredcs' wene exhausted by the 
calamities of war and the loss of their fairest pro- 
vinces, Md the Barbarians of Europe might justly 
treipahle at the proeipitate fell of the Gothic mo- 
narchy. ,.i In this inquiry I ^feall UEifoid tj^. ctvents 
that r^scu^d our aiivcestpirs. of B-ritaio,. and our 
neighbors of GauU from the civil and rietigious 
yoke of tihc Koian; that protett^d tjbe, majesty 
of Rome,, and delayed the. scrvitvui& of Cqiistanti- 
nople ; that invigorated the defence of the Chris- 
tians, and scattered 'among their enemies the 
seeds of division and decay. 
tk^iege Forty^six: years after the flight of Mahomet from 
^tantino- ^^^^a, his dkciples appeaifid in arnsts under the 
pie by the waDs of Constantinople^,. , They were animated 
Arabs. . .by 

* Tlieojilian66 places the seven years of the siege of Coa- 
stantinople in the year of our Christian aera 673, (of the Alexan- 
drian 665, Sept. I.) and the peace of the Saracens, four years 

cjfterwardsi 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE- , 3 

by a genuine or fictitious saying of the prophet, c h a ?• 
that, to the first army which besieged the city of i-n. 
the Caesars, their sins were forgiven ; the long - ^ 
series of Roman triumphs would be meritoriously 668-^75. 
transferrfed to the conquerors of New Rome; and 
the wealth of nations was deposited in this well- 
chosen seat of royalty and commerce. No sooner 
had the caliph Moawiy ah suppressed his riyals and 
established his throne, than he aspired to expiate 
the guilt of civil blood, by the success and glory 
of his holy expedition*; his preparations by sea 
and land were adequate to the importance of the 
object ; his standard was entrusted to Sophian, a 
veteran warrior, but the troops were encouraged by 
the example and presence of Yetid, the son and 
presumptive heir of the commander of the faithful. 
The Greeks had little to hope, nor had their ene- 
mies any reasons of fear, from the courage and 
vigilance of the reigning emperor, who disgraced 
the name of Constantine, and imitated only the 
inglorious years of his grandfather Heraclius. 
Without delay or opposition, the naval forces of 
the Saracens passed through the unguarded channel 
6f the Hellesfiont, which even now, under the 

B 2 . feeble •, 

afterwards; a glaring inconsistency! which Petavius, Goar, 
and Pagi, (Critica, torn. iv. p. 63, 64.) have straggled to re- 
move. Of the Arabians, the tjegira 52, (A. D. 672, January 
8.) is assigned by Elmacin, the year 48, (A. D, 668, Feb. 
20.) by Abulfeda, whose testimony I esteem the most conve- 
nient and creditable* 

* For this first siege of Constantinople, see Nicephoms, 
fBreviar. p. 21, 22.) Theophanes, ^Chronograph, p. 294.) 
fccdrenus, (Compend. p. 437.) Zonaras, ^Hist. torn. ii. 1, xiv. 
p. 89.) Elmacin, (Hist. Saracen, p. 56, 57.) Abulfeda, (Annal. 
Moslem, p. 107, 'loS. vers, Reiske,) d'Herbclot, (Bibliot. ^ ! 

Oriei^t. Constantin.) Ockley's Hist, of the Saracens, vol, ii. jOOglC 
p. 127, 128* 



4 THE DECLINE AND. FALt 

CHAP, feeble and disorderly government of the TurkiSy 

i-ii. is maintained ^ the natural bulwark of the ca- 

r * pital *., The Arabian fleet cast anchor, arid the 

troops were disembarkecl neaf the palace of Heb- 

domon, seven mile§ frpni the cit^l ,I)unrig ni my 

days, from the dawn or light ,^o the evening/ the 

, Idne of assault was extended ftoiti the golden gate 

'to the ea^t^m. pf omputpry ^ and the foileniost war- 

. riors were irngelled by t^e weight and^ftort of 

the s.ucc^^diog CQl.umns.|\ But the besSe^ers had 

formed ^n insufficient estimate of the sti^engtli arid, 

resources of Gonstaiitinopie^ The;' §6lii aricl'lofty 

walls were . guarded by numbers apd disciplihe ; 

the spirit of the Rowns was rekindled by tlie Istst 

dang^er of/thqr religion and enipir^ J the fugitives 

^ from .the conquered. pi;oyihcesipoi;e successfully 

renewed the. defence of Dania^cus knd , Alex- 
andria ; and thp Saracens W|^rj^ dismaye^ |)y^ the 
strange .^nd .priodigious effects ^ of .artificial fire. 
This firjE^ and effectual resistance diverted thpir 
arms to th^ mpje easy attenipts of plundering the 
European p^and' Asiatic cqasts of the t*rq'poritis ; 
and.^ftef jcee^ing the scja fi;om^he^ month of Xpril. 
to that p^ $|e|(ftlm^ on the approach ' of winter 
they retre^^^ed^feurscpte miles irom the capital, to 
the isl? pf JQ;sr;^^^^^ hacT established 

* Tte state ^Ad ij^fehce^^^Kc'lJarifenelles Is ekposed in the 
Memoires of the Baron atfjTot)^ {^m "«• p« 39-^970 ^who 
was sent to fortify them agairisjt, ^he Russians. From a princi- 
pal actor, I should have expected more accurate details ; but he 
seems to write for the amusement, rather than the instruction^ 
df his reader. Perhaps, on the approach of the enemy, the 
rninisfer of Constantine was occupied, like that of Mustapha, in 
finding two Canary birds, who should sing precisely the same 
• note, 1 
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OF THE HOMAN EMPIM;; y 

their magazine of spoil and provisions. So patient chap; 
was their perseverance, or so langdM were their J-ii- * 
operations, that they repeated ih thi' ^ix following ^— v«^ 
summers the same attack ana. retr^^it,' with a gra- 
dual abateij:\eht of hope and vigdur^ till the mis- 
chances of shipwreck and disease/ 6f the sword 
and of fire, compeiled them to relinquish the fruit- 
less enterprise. TTiey' might hewail the loss or 
<:omu;iemorate the martyrdoip of tlilfty thousand 
Moslems, who fell in the siege of Constantinople; 
and the solemn funeral of Abu Ayub, or Job, 
excited the curiosity of the Christians themselves. 
That venerable Arab, one of the last of the com- 
panions of Mahomet, was numbered among the 
ansars^ or auxiiraries, of Mediha, who sheltered 
the head of the flying prophet. In his youth he 
fought, at Beder and Ohud, under the holy 
standard; in his mature age he was the friend 
and follower of Ali ; and the last remnant of his 
strength and life was consumed in' a distant and 
dangerous war against the enemies of the Koran. 
His memory was revered ; but the place of his 
burial was neglected and unknown, during a 
period of seven hundred and eighty years, till the 
conquest of Constantinople by Mahomet the se- 
cond. A seasonable vision (for such are the 
manufacture of every religion) revealed the holy 
spot at the foot of the walls and the bottom of 
the harbour;^ apd the njioschjof ^yu^ h^p been 
deservedly chosen for 'the simple * and martial 
inauguration of thfe Turkish sult^ijV *. ' 

'B3. ' ./ ' The 

♦ Demetrius Cantemir's Hist, of the Othjnan Empire, p. 
IP5, 106. ^ycaijitjs State of the Ottomafn Empire, p. 10, 11. 

/ Voyage*, 
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6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. The event of the siege reviyed, both in the East 

LU. and West, the reputation of the Roman arms, and 

' " ' cast a momentary 3hade over the glories of the Sa- 

P63C6 stnci ^__ 

tribute, racens. The Grefek ambassador was favourably te- 
A*D.^77. ceived/at Damascus, in a general council of the 
emirs or Koreish ; a peace, or truce, of thirty years 
was ratified between the two empires; ^d the sti- 
pulation of an annual tribute, fifty horses of a noble 
breed, fifty slaves, and three thousand pieces of gold 
degraded the majesty of the commander of the 
faithful *. The aged caliph was desirous of pos^ 
sessing bis dominions, and ending'his days in tran- 
quillity and repose ; while the Moors and Indians 
trembled at his name, his palace and city of Da- 
mascus was insulted by the Mardaites, orMa^ 
ronites, of mount Libanus,. the firmest barrier of 
the empire, t(U they were disarmed and transplanted 
by the suspicious policy of the Greeks f . After 
the revolt of Arabia and Persia, the house of Qm- 
miyah f was reduced to the kingdoms of Syria and 

Egypt; 

Voyages de Thevenot, part i. 189, The Christians, who sup- 
pose that the martyr Abu Ayub is vulgarly confounded with 
(he patriarch Job, betray their own ignorance rather than thaf 
of the Turks. 

* Theophanes, though a Greek, deserves credit for these 
tributes (Chronograph, p. 295. 296, 3CX), 301*) which are con* 
firmed, with some variation, by the Arabic histpry of. Abui- 
pharagius, (Dynast, p. 128. vers. Pocock.) 

t The censure of Theophanes ie just jnd pointed, njy ^fd^xnf 

wn rtitt A^^m fttx^t w tuff (Chronograph, p. 302, 303,) 
The series oi these events^ may be traced in the Animals of 
Theophanes, and in the Abridgment of the Patriarch Niccpho- 
rus, p. 22. 94. 

t These domestic revolutions are related in a clear and natu- 
ral stile, in the second volume of Ockley's Histor)' of the Sara- 
cens, p. 253-— 370. Besidts our printea authors, he druwi. his 
' ' materials 
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£gypt; their distress and fear enforced their conv- c h a ff^ 
pliance with the pressingdemandsof the Christians ; lu. 
and the tribute was increased to a^slave, an. horse, ^' "v '■ -^ 
and a thou3and pieces of gpldt for each of the three 
himdreda^d sixty rfivc ds^ys of the solar year. But 
as soon as the empire was again united by the arms 
and policy of Abdalmalek, he disclaimed a badge 
of servitude not less injurious to his conscience 
than to his pride; he discontinued the payment 
of the tribute; and the resentment of the Greeks 
was disabled from action by the mad tyranny of 
the second Justinian, th6 just rebellion of his sub- 
jects, aijd the fre<juent change of his antagonists 
and successors. Till the reign of Abdalmalek^ 
the Saracens had been content with the free pos^ 
session of the Persian and Roman trieasures, in the 
coin of Chosroes and Caesar. By the command 
of that cdiph, a national mint was established, 
both of silver and gold, and thd inscription of the 
Dinar, though it might be censured by some ti- 
morous casuists, proclaimed the unity of the God 
of Mahomet *. Under the reign of the caliph 
B4 Waled, 

"materials from the Arabic MSS. of Oxford, which he would 
have more deeply searched, had he been confined to the Bodleian 
Hbrar y instead of the cky jailj a fate how umtorthy of the man 
and of his country ! ^ 

* Elmacin, who dates the first coinage A. H*76, A* D. 695, 
five or six years later than the Greek historians, has compared 
the weight of the best or common gold dinar, to the drachm or 
dirhem of Egypt, (p. 77.) which may be equal to two peimies 
(48 grains) of our Troy weight, (Hooper's Enquiry into An- 
cient Measures, p. 24—36.) and equivalent to eight shillings of 
our Sterling money. From the same Elmacin and the Ara- 
bian physicians, some dinars as high as two dirhems, as low 
as half a dirhem, may be deduced. The piece of silver was 
the dirhem, both in value and weight ; but an old^ though fair 

coiaip 
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9 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. Waled, the Greek language and characters were 
Ln. excluded from the accounts of the public reve- 
^ • nue *, If t^ change was productive, of the in- 
vention pr familiar use of our present numerals^ 
the Arabic oy Lidian cypher^, as they are com- 
monly stiled, a regulation of office has promoted 
the most important discoveries of arithmetic, aU 
gebra, and the mathematical sciences f . 
S^ond Whilst the caliph Waled sat idle on the throne 

Constan- ^f Damascus, while his heutenants atchieved the 
*^ A^^ d' conquest of Transoxiana and Spain, a third army 
716^718* of Saracens overspread the provinces of Asia Mi- 
nor, and approached the borders of the Byzantine 
capital. But the attempt and disgrace of the second 
siege was reserved for his brother SoUman, whose 
ambitiofv Appears to have been quickened by a 
more ^ i*:s and martial spirit. In the revolutions 
of the Greek empire, after the tyrant Justinian had 
been punished and avenged, an hurtlble secretary 
Anastasius or Artemius, was prompted by chance 
■" "''' *■ • ' . or 

coin, sirack aT Waset, A. H* 8S, and preserved in the BocSeian 
. / library, want3 ijgwr grains of the Cairo standard ; (j>ee the Mo- 

dern Universal History, Jem. i. p. 548. of the French transla- 
tion. • '' ' ';•'■ '- . . 

e^ivyft^^vm ixuvttv 7^4*0-071 tf«y«^«, jf 0t;«di), i} r^^os^ae, . n oxroi nffttrv 
If r^M *y'^di>%f6MV Theopnah. Chronograph, p. 3 r 4. Thrs>de. 
feci, if it really existed, muot have stimulated the ingenuity of 
' the Arabs to invent or borrovC'. 

+ ^pcording to a./iew, tjiough provable notion, maintained 
by-M. de Vjlloison„ (Anecdofa Graeca, torn. ii. p, iz2 — 157«) 
Qur cyphers a,re n.o»^of ^ndian oj:, Arabic invention. They were 
used by ^he (Jreek, and Lati^ arithmeticians long before .the age 
of Boethius* After the extinction of.science in the "yVeat, they, 
yjfere .adoptjed by the Arabic versions from the briginal M5S. 
• and restored to the Latins about the eleventh centurv. 
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* In'tHe cR vision (k &i€'T%emef, oi prdvinc^$'ie>cHbed by 
Con8t3Sti|ie PbffSiyib^eiiihis, (dc ^Tiiieinatibtis, '1. \J p. 'g, io.) 
the Oktqiiiumy% ILatiii ap^llatioh xAi^ ^xiA^ aiid palace, vaa- 
the fotirtr^ in'the pVibltc order. ^"Nice T^as the iHetropolis, and 
its jurisdiction cxtendeH"from the Hellespont oitr the adjacent, 
parts of Bithynia afid Phry^ia; (see the two maps prefixed J)/ 
Delisie to the linperium Oncntale of Banduri.) 
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or merit to tBe vacant piirpte.' Hfr'Was alai*med c h at. 
by the sound of w^ J iihd' ftJi? aiteBaisMbr retiii-ned xn. ' 
from Damascus with tlie tfiitheridbus iJewsJ that ' " v ^ 
the-Samcens \^er€ prdparing'ari'ai'riiiftiiiilt by sea ^ 
and land, sudh a^ would transcend the eitperiencc 
of the past, or the belief of the present age. The 
precautions of Anastasius wer^ not unworthy of his 
station, or of the im^endiqg danger. He issued . 
a peremptory mandate, that all persons ^yho were 
jiot provided with the means of subsistence for a 
three years siege, should evacuate the city: The . 
public grg.naries and arsenals were abundantly re- 
plenished; the walls were restored and. strengths 
ened; and the engines for casting stones, or darts, 
or fire, we^e station^a alo^ig }:he ramparts, or in 
the brigantines pf war, pf which an additional 
number was r hastily constructed. ^ To prevent is 
safer, as well as more honourable, th^n to repel 
an attack y and a design was meditated, above the 
ysnar spirit of the Greeks, of burning the naval 
stores of the enemy, the cypress timbet that had 
been hewn in mount Libanus, and was piled along 
the sea-shore of Phoenicia, for the service of the 
I^gyptian fleet. This generous enterprise was de- 
feated by the cowardice or. treachery of the troops, 
who, in the new language of the empire, were 
stiled of the O^sequicm fhcme f,, They xiiu|'dered 

• • ^ '* -their 
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lo THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A P. their chief, deserted their standard in the islle ol 
i-ii- Rhodes, dispersed themselves over the adjacent con* 

^ T tinent, and deserved pardon or reward byinvesting 
with the purple a simple officer of the revenue. 
The name of Theodosius might Kcommend him 
to the senate and people; but, after some months, 
he sunk into a cloyster,arid resigned, to the firmer 
hand of Leo the Isaurian, the urgent defence of the 
capital and empire. The most formidable of the 
Saracens, Moslemah the brother of the caliph, was 
advancing at the head of one hundred and twenty 
thousand Arabs and Persians, the greater part 
mounted on horses or camels; and the successful 
sieges of Tyana, Amorium, and Pergamus, were 
of sufficient duraltion to exercise their skill and to 
elevate their hopes. At the well-known passage 
of Abydus, on the Hellespont, the Mahometan 
arms were transported, for the first time, from Asia 
to Europe* From thence, wheeling round the 
Thracian cities- of. the Propontis, Moslemah in- 
vested Gonstantinople 6n the land side, liurrounded 
his camp with a ditch 'and rampart, prepared and 
planted his engines of assault, and declared, by 
words and adtions, a patient resolution of expecting 
the retutn 'of seed-time and harvest, should the 
obstihacy of the besieged pifove equal to his own. 
The Greeks would gladly have ransomed their re- 
ligion and empire, by a fin.e or assessment of a piece 
of gold on the head of each inhabitant of the city ; 
but the liberal offer was rejected with disdain, and 
the presumption of Moslemah was exalted by the 
speedy approach and invincible force of the na- 

I vies of Egypt and Syria. They are said to have 

amounted 
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amounted to eighteen hundred ships; the number c h a. k 
betrays their inconsiderable size ; and of the twenty ui. 
stout £y»d capacious vessels, whose magnitude im- * ' 
peded their progress, each was manned with no 
more than one hundred heavy armed soldiers. This 
huge armada proceeded on a smooth sea and with 
a gentle gale, towards the mouth of the Bosphorus ; 
the surface of the streight was overshadowed, in 
the language of the Greeks, with a moving forest, 
and the same fatal night had been fixed by the 
Saracen chief for a general asault by sea and land* 
To allure the confidence of the enemy, the em- 
peror had thrown aside the chain that usually 
guarded the entrance of the harbour j but while 
th^y hesitated whether they should seize the oppor- 
tunity, or apprehend the snare, the ministers of de- 
struction were at hand. The fireships of the Greeks 
were launched against them ; the Arabs, their arms, 
and vessels, were involved in the same flames, the 
disorderly fugitives were dashed against each other 
or overwhelmed, in the waves ; and I no longer 
find a vestige of the fleet, that had threatened to 
extirpate the Roman name. A still more fatal 
and irreparable loss was that of the caliph Soliman, 
who died of an indigestion * in his canip near 
Kinnisrin, or Chalcis in Syria, as he wns preparing 
to lead against Constantinople the remaining forqes 

of. 

* The caliph Had emptied two baskets of eggs znd of figs, 
which he swallowed alternately, and the repast was concluded 
with marrow aftd sugar. In one of his pilgrimages to Mecca, 
Soiiman ate, at a single meal^ seventy pomegranates, a kid, &li 
fowls, and a huge quantity of the grapes of Tayef. If the bill' 
oi fare be correct, we mu^Jt admire the appetite nether than the 
luxury of the sovereign of Asiii, (Abulfqda, Annal. Moslem. p» 
vz6.) 
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c H A p. of the East. I'he .l?rotl^er df MoslemaU was sue- 
ui. ceeded by a ^insmm and an enemy ; and the 
thrqne of an, active and ^ble prince was degraded 
by the ^seless and pernicious virtues of a bigot.* 
While he sta^t?d..and satisfied the scruples of a 
blind consci^ce, the siege was continued through 
the winter.by the neglect rather than by the reso- 
lution of the caliph Omar *. The winter proved 
uncommonly rigorous; above an hundred days 
the ground was covered ,with "deep snow, and the 
natives of the sultry climes of Egypt and Arabia 
lay torpid and almost lifelesis in their frozen camp. 
They revived on the xetum of sp^itig ; '^^econd 
effdr): had been made in their favoulrj'aiid' their 
distress was relieved by the arrival 'of tWb nu- 
jnerous fleets, laden with corn, and ariii^,' 'drid sol- 
diers; the first from Alexandria, 6f foHlf flUndre'd 
transports and gallies; the second' of thrive 'hun^ 
dred and sixty vessels from the ports of- Africi. 
But the Greek fires V^rcre again kindled, arffltf the 
destruction was less complete, it was owltig t6 the 
experience which had taught the Mosleii^ tb re- 
main at a safe distance, or to the perfidy of the 
Egyptian mariners, w6o deserted with theit. 'ships 
to the emperor of th6 Christians. The trade ^nd 
navigation of the capital were riistored^^and the 
produce of the fohetie:^ 'supplied Hrhe^warits, and 

» See the article of Omar Sen Abdalaziz', in the fiitHotheque 
Oricntale, (p. 689, 690,) pracferens, says Elmacin, (p. 91.) 
religionem suam rebus suis mundanis. He was so desirous o^ 
being with God, that he i«Q«Jd(not have ^i^ioited his-ea? (his 
own saying) to obtain a p^riect .cyre of his last, malady. The 
caliph had only one shirt, and in an age ofr luxury, his annual 
expence was no more than two drachms, (Abulpharagius, p. 
131.) Haud diu gavisus eo principe fuit orbis Moslemus, 
(Abulfcda, p. 127.) • 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 13 

even the luxury, of the inhabitants. But the ca- c H a p. 
lamities of famifte and disediSd'werc soon felt by ^^^* 
the troops of Mos?lemah, and as the former was ' ' ' 
miserably as^tialged, so ttie latter was dreadfully 
propagated, by the* p^ettiicious^ nutriment which 
hunger conipellecl tliem^to extract from the most 
unclean oir unnatural food. The spirit of cooquest, 
an^ even of ehthusiasm, was e&tinct: The Sara- 
cens could no loi^gcr straggle beyond their lines, 
either single otin pmall parties, without exposing 
themselves t6 the merciless retaliation of theThra- 
cian peasants. An army of Bulgarians was at- 
tracte^/rofn the Danube by the gifts and promises 
of Leo.; and these savage auxiliaries made some 
atonement, for the evils which they had inflicted 
Qi^ . |h? ^inpire, by the defeat and slaughter of 
twenty two thousand Asiatics. A report Was dex- 
terqusly scattered, that the Franks, the unknown 
natiosis of thq Latin world, were arming by sea 
and land i^i the defence pf the Christian cause, and 
their formidaCble aid was expected with far different 
senj»ation> in the camp and city. At length, after 
a siege pf thii^een months *, the hopeless Moslemah Failure 
received fffim the ^calipji the welcoipe permission trettTf 
oiF 4'e^reat. ,. The marclj of the Arabian, cavalry the Sara- 
over tht: Hellespont and through the provinces of ^^^' 
Aaa, was executed without delay or molestation ; 
but anarmy of their brethren had been cut in pieces 
c, " on 

* ' Both Nieephorus and Theophanes agree that the siege of 
Constantiaofple was raised the 15th pf August; (A. D. 718.) 
but as the former', oilr best witness, affirms that it continued 
thirteen months, the latter must be mistaken in supposing that 
it began on the same day of the preceding year, I do not find 
that Pagi has remarked this inconsistency* 
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14 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

on the side of Bitbynia, and the remains of th< 
fleet was so repeatedly damaged by tempest an( 
fire, that only five gallies entered tl^ port of Alex 
andria toVelate the tale of their various and al 
most incredibk disasters *. / 

Invention In the two sicgcs, the deliverance 6f Constants 
the Gree'k ^^P\^ ^^^ ^ chiefly ascribed to the novelty, tht 
fire. terrors, and the teal efficacy of the Greek fire f 
The important secret of compounding and direct- 
ing this artificial flame was imparled by Callinicus 
a native of Heliopolis in Syria, who deserted from 
the service of the caliph to that of \hb emperor %. 
The skill of a chymist and engineer was equiva- 
lent to the succour of fleets and armies ; and this 
discovery or improvement of the military art was 
'fortunately reserved for the distressful period^ 
when the degenerate Romans of the East were 
incapable of contending with the warlike enthu- 
siasm and youthful vigour of the Saracens^ The 
historian who presumes to analize this extraor- 
dinary 

* In Ihcnsecond svegt of Constantinople, I hate followed 

Niciephorus, (Brev. p. 33 — 36.) Theophanes, (Chronograph, p. 

. J5ifc4-— 334.) Cfdrtnus, (Compend. p. 449---454.) Zonaras, (torn. 

f i».-.p. 98-— 102.) Elmacin, (Hist. Saracen. p» 88.) Abulfeda, 

(Annal. Moslem, p.- 126.) and Abulpharagius, (Dynast, p. 130.) 

the most satisfactory of the Arabs. 

t Our snre and indefatigable- guide in the middle ages and 
Byzantine history, Charles dn Fresne du Cange, has treated in 
several places of the Greek fire, and his collections leave few 
gleanings behind. See particularly Glossar. Med. et infim, 
Gr3Ecitat. p. 1275. sub voce Xiv^ 6»Xu(ro-tov, vy^^v, Glossar. Med. et 
Infim. Latinitat. fyih Grtcuu Observations sur Villehardouin, 
p. 305, 306. Observations sur Joinville, p. 71, 72. 

X Theophanes stiles him a^Xf^nx'^uvy (p. 495.) Cedrenus 
(p. 437.) brings thit artist from \^the rums of) Heliopolis in 
Egypt ; and chemistry was indeed the peculiar science of the 
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dinary composition should ^ii^pect his own igno^ chap. 
ranee and that of his Byzantine guides, so prone lh- 
to the tnarvelloos, so careless, and, in this in- ^ "' 
stance, so jealous of the truth. From their ob- 
scure, and perhaps fallacious hints, it should 
seem that the principa). ingredient of the Greek 
fire was the naptba *, or liquid bitumen, a light, 
tenacious, and inflammable oil f , which springs 
from the earth, and catches fire as soon as it comes 
in contact with the air. Theiuptha was mingled> 
I know not by what methods or in what pp^por^ 
tions, with sulp^io: and with the pitch that is ex^ 
tnu^edlromever^greenfi^s;);. Fsom this mixture, 

which 

* The iiaptha, the oleum incendiamra of the history of Jo 
nisalem, (Gesl. Dei per Francos, p. 1167.} the Oriental foun- 
tain of James d« Vitry, (L iii. c 84.) is introduced on slight 
evidence and strong probability. Cinnamu^ (1. vi. p. 165.} 
calls ttee Greek fire mf HnitKctj and the naptha is known to 
abound between thfe- Tigris and the Caspian Sea. According 
to Pliny, ^Uist. Natur.ii. 109.) it was subservient to the revengtt 
of Medea, and in either etymology the tXtuot Miimi^ or MnitMgp 
(Procop. de Bell. Oolhic. 1. iv. c. li.) may fairly signify this 
liquid bitumen. 

t On tl^e.diS^iQlitt sortie q£ oik and hkamenfis 9^ ^^ ^^« 
son's (the present bishpp of liandafT's) Cbemical BesaTS, voL 
iii. essay i. a classic book, the best adapted to infuse the taste ^ 
and knowledge of cheiuislry. Tke less perfect ideas «f the an-' 
cieats may be foimd in Strabo^ (Geogn^h. 1. xvu p. 1078.) 
and Pliny, (Hist. Natur. ii. 108, tog*) liiiic (Naptbg) mag- 
ata cognatio est ignimn, transiltuntque protinus in earn nnde- 
eunque visam. Of qj^. travellers i am best pleased with Otter^ 
(torn. i. p. 153. 158.) 

X Anna Comnena has partly drawn aside the curtain. At» 
rm viwtniy. teal ci>^)^f rf9m %u»r»if iiili^69 mu0aXi/v 9WMyweu )«^ 

futxk, (A-iexiad. 1. xiti. p. 383.) Elsewhere (1. xi. p. 336.) 
she mentions thc^ property of l^utning, ««r« t« v^et^m nm s^* 
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q H A p« wfaick fflfodm:ed a tiakk. snft<3Jae.aqd a loud.explo 
^11- ^ ' siDD, funoceeded a fiemc and obstiinate flame^ whicl 
' not oa4y sose to pe^rpendicvklar ^ftcem, but lijcewisi 
bcumt witb equal vehfimoiice in. descent or latera 
progress^ instead of beiog extinguished, it wa 
HQuriahed and quickened^ by the element of wa 
ter J and *sattd, umt, or ¥inegar,v wrere^ the. onlj 
remedies , that could damp tfae/ury.of this power 
fi^» agents witech .was justly, denominated byi the 
Greeks, the kqmd^ or the mariiime fire. . Fo: 
the annoyance of the enemy, it was employee 
with equal effect, byisea and land, in battlei^ or ir 
sieges. It was either poured frcmi the rampar 
in large boilers, or launched in red-hot balls o 
stone and iron, or darted in arrows and javelins 
twisted round with flax and tow, which hac 
deeply imbibed the inilammable oilc Sometimes 
it was deposited in fire-ships, the victims anc 
instruments of a more ample tevenge,. and wa^ 
' most' commonly blown through long tiibfs oj 
copper, which were planted on the prow of j 
galley, and fancifully shaped into the mouths oi 
savage monsters, .that seemed to vomit ti stream 
of liquid and consuming fire. This important art 
was preserved at Constantinople, as the paUadiuir 
of the state j the gallies and artillery might oc- 
casionally be. lent to the allies of Rome ; but the 
con^positioa of the Greek fireAvas ooneealed mih 

r , the 

ifcttn^tt. Leo, in the nineteenth chapter of his Tactics, (Opera 
Meursi, torn. vi. p. 843. edit. Lami, Florcnt. 1745.) speaks ol 
the new invention of trv^ f^iret /^^crmi xeu m^ww*. These arc 
genuine and Itnferiai testimonies. 
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4:he most jealous scru|>le, and the terror T)f the chap., 
enemies was encreased and prolonged by their uii 
ignorance and surprise. In the treatise, of the ad- ' ' ' 
ministratioh of the empire, thie ^oyal author * 
Aiggests the answers and excuses that- might best 
alude the iildlscfeet ^xtriosity and impoituiiate 
demands of the Batbai^ians. They shouU *be 
told that the -mystery ^ctf the 'Greek fire had been 
revealed by >an an^el'to. the first and greatest of 
the Constantines; ^th a saiared injunctrom, that 
this gift of heaven, this peculiai blessing <of the 
Romans, should never be commtmioatedli© any 
fdreighrnation ; that 'the prince and subject T*Bre 
alike bound td religious silence under the. tem- - 
poraland spiritual ^naWes of treason and safcri- 
tege'l^ftd^that the impious* attempt would provoke 
Ib^ sudden and supernatuM vengeance of the God 
<jfi*tt#»Otoistians. * By these precautions, thcse- 
fer^ wiiiJ(*bfifined, abov6 four hundred years, to 
%he Romans of the East; and, at the end of .the 
Wev^nth e^tury, the Pisans,'to whaamorery^'Bea 
^nd eV^ery att were familiar, suffered rthe eficptsf, 
without* iuadef standing the composition, of ' the 
<3teek fiife. '• It was atfength either discovered or 
Stolen by the Mahometans'; and, in the hoiy ^ars 
»of Syria and Egypt, they retorted an io^^ntion, 
oontrivefd against themselves, ort the hteds of the 
Christiansv A knight, who despise* the^ swords, 
and knees of the Saracens, relates, with heartfelt 
sincerity, his own fears, and those of his compa- 
nions, at the sight and sound of the mischievous 
Vol, X. ' C engine 



. * Constantin, Porphyrogenit. de Administrate Imperii^ c 
xiiu p. 649 65. 
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en^nd dmt ilifichavged $ tonfeal of tb^Gxeeik fix 
tbet^^ -QtegemSy tis kasistUedby idle more eari 
of the Freoob writers, k aMU&flyiiQgiishroug 
the air, cays JoiaviUe^y like a winged long*taik 
dragoii, a^boat the thickffie^&'of an- hogshead, wil 
the tteport of^ thcmder and the inelocity 4bf ligh 
ning ; and the darktiess of the iiight was dls|>ell€ 
/ by this deadly iilumination. TWie ese of th 
Greek, or, as it might now be called, of the S^ 
racen fire, was continued to the middle of th 
fourteenth century f , when the scientific or ci 
sual compound of nitre, sulphur, and pharcoa 
efEbcted a new revolution in the art of war an 
tile his.tory oi mankind J. 
Invasion Constantinople and the Greek fire maghl? ex 
of France ^j^dg the Arabs feom the Eastern entrance o 

by the 

Arabs, , Europe 

A* D. 721 

&c. * ' * Histohrc dc St Louk, p. 39. Paris, 1668, p. 44. Parij 
4e lUmprimerie Roy ale, 1761. The former of these editions i 
precious for the observations of Ducange ; the latter, for th 
pure and original text of Joinville. We must have recours 
iQ that text to discover, that the feu Gregeois vrasl shot wkl 
a pile or javelin,, from an engine that acted like a sling. 

t The vanity, or envy, of shaking the established property 
of Fame, has tempted some moderns to carry gunpowder abov^ 
^tl^ &tirte^h, (see Sir William Ten^ik, Duteais, &c.) anc 
the Greek fire above the seventh century ; (see the Saluste di 
President des Brosses, torn. ii. p. 381.) but their evidence 
which p^epedes the vulgar aera gf ikt invention, i^ seldom <cleai 
or satisfaetoryj and subsequent writers may be suspected ol 
fraud or credulity. In the earliest sieges, some combustibiei 
s& oil and sulphur I^iave been used, and the Greek fire has somt 
affinities with gunpowder bo^h in nature and effects: For the 
antiquity of the first, a passage of Procopius; (de Bell Goth. 
1. iv. c. II.) for that of the second, some facts in the Arabic 
history of Spain, (A. P: 1249, 1312, 1332. Bibliot. Arab. Hisp. 
torn. ii. p. 6, 7, 8.) are the most difficult to elude. 

X That extraordinary man. Friar Bacon, leveals two of the 
ingredients, saltpetre and sulphur, and conceals the third in a 
. eentence ©f mysterious gibberish, as if he dreaded the conse- 
quences of his own discovery, (Biographia Britanniea, vol. i. 
p. 430. new edition.) 
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Bul-ope; \m in the Wesl^ i^nihd sideof the P)r« 
renees; the pf ovmce& ef Ga44 were threateoed 
ap4 iai«r^4,by the canque^ors ^of S(^in '^. The 
decUji^ of th^ Ff^ach mqiudrobj iayited the attacl^ 
of Ihesie in^^tiate Fao^tics, The dP$c^Qd{uit$ qf 
Clovis had }o8;( th^ iBheritance c^^his m^^l a^4 
^ffodbotts s^riti; and tb^ir iiiisfort;uDe of demerilt 
l]iAs affixed dp^ epithet q£ l{i%y to the last jking^ 
of the Merovingian r^e f , . They aisoended the 
tl^roft^ witfepJit pow^r, aqdi svtnk into the grave 
without a flaqae, A country palace, in the 
i^ejghbaurhood of Compiegne |, was allotted for 
their residence or prison ; but e^ach year, in the 
G 2 month 

♦ For tlie invasion of France, anS the defeat of the Arabs by 
Ch^rlc« Martd, sec the Historia Arabum (c. ii, 12, 13, 14.) 
of Roficiic Ximenes, archbishop of Toledo, who had before 
him the Christian chronicle of Isidore Pacensis, and the Maho- 
inetali history of Novairi. The Moslems are silent or concise 
in the account of their losses ; but M. Cardonne (torn, i, p. 129, 
H^y *3^0 ^*s gi^c^ a /wtf and simple account of all that he 
could collect from Ibn Halikan, Hidjazi, and an ananymoo^ 
■writen The texts of the chronicles of France, and lives of 
jsaints, ay? inserted in |he Collection of Bouquet (toni. iii.) -and 
the Aaaals of Pagi, who (torn. iii. under the proper years) has 
restored the chronology, which i« anticipated six years in the 
Aanals ef Baronius. The Dictionary of Bayle {Abderame and Mu^ 
ti^its&a) kz» moxQ merit for lively .reflection tihan original research* 

t Eginhart, de Vita Carol i Magni, c. ii. p. 13 — 18. editl 
Schmink, Utrecht, 17 11. Some modern critics Accuse the mi- 
iiister of Charlemagne of exaggeratmg the weakness of the M'e- 
rovihgians ; but the general outline is just, and the French 
reader wiU-for ever repeat the beautiful lines ot Boileau's Lutrin. 

X Mamacc(e on the Oysc, between Compiegne and Noyon, 
which Eginhart calls perparvi reditds villam; (see the notes^and 
the map of ancient France for Dom. Bouquet's Collection.,) 
Compendium, or Compiegne, was a palace of more dignity, 
(Hadrian Valesii Notitia Galliarum, p. 152.) and that laughing 
philosopher, the Abbe Galliani, (Dialogues sur le Commerce 
des BledsJ may truly affirm, that it was the residence of the 
rois tres Chretiens et tres chevelils. 
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^0 . THE DECU^JS AKD FALL 

CHAP, month of March or May, they were con^UGjted in 
Lii. a waggon drawn by oxen to the assembly of the 
. y Franks, to give audience to foreign ambassadors, 
and to ratify the acts of the mayor of the pmlace. 
That domestic officer was become the minister of 
the nation, and the masterof the prince. A pub- 
lic employment was converted into the patrimony 
of a private family ; the elder Pepin left a king of 
hiature years under the guardianship of his own 
widow and her child; and these .feeble regents 
were forcibly dispossessed by the most active of^his 
bastards. A government, half savage and half 
corrupt, was almost dissolved ; and tht tributary 
dukes, the provincial counts, and the territorial 
lords, were tempted to despise the weakness of the 
monarch, and to imitate the ambition of the mayor. 
Among these independent chiefs, one of the bold- 
est and most successful w^as Eudes, duke of Aqui- 
tain, who, in the southern provinces of Gaul, 
usurped the authority and even the title of king. 
The Goths, the Gascons, and the Franks, assem- 
bled under the standard of thife Christian hero ; he 
repelled the first invasion of the Saracens ; and 
Zama, lieutenant of the caliph, lost his army and 
his hfe under the walls of Tholouse. The ambi- 
tion of his successors was stimulated by revenge ; 
they repassed the Pyrenees with the means and the 
rejsolution of conquest. The advantageous situ- 
N ation which had recommended Narbonne * as the 

first 

* Even before that colony, A. U. C. 630, (VcUeius Pater- 
cul. i. 15.) in the time 'of Polybius, (Hist. 1. iii. p. 265. edit. 

Gronov.) 
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first 'Roman colony, was again' chosen by the chap, 
Moslems : They claimed the province of Septe- lii. 
mahia, 6t Languedoc, as a just depenclence of the ^— ^'— -» 
Spanish monarchy : The vineyards of Gascony 
and the city of BburBeaux were possessed by the 
sovereign of Damascus and Samarcand; arid th^ 
south of France, from Jhe mouth of the Garonne 
to that of the Rhone, assumed the manners and 
religion of Arabia. . 

But these narrow limits were, scorqed by thp Expedi- 
^irit of Abdalrahnian, or Abderarne, who had Victories 
l^een r?i^tored by the caHph Hashem to the wishes of Abde- 
of the soldiers and people of Spain. That veterau a.^dItsk 
and daring commander adjudged to the obedience 
of the prophet whatever yet remained of France 
Of of Europe ; and prepared to execute the sen^ 
tence, at the head of a formidable host, in the full 
confidence of surmounting all opposition, either, 
of nature or of man. His first care was to sup- . 
press a domestic rebel, who commanded the most 
io^xportant passes of the Pyrenees : Munuza, a 
Moorish chiefs had accepted the alliance of the 
duke, of Aquitain ; an4 Eudes, from a motive ot 
private or public interest, devoted his beauteous 
daughter to the embraces of the African misbe- 
liever. But the strongest fortresses of Cerdagne 
were invested by a superior ibrce; the rebel Was 
overtaken and slain in the mountains; and his 
widow was sent a captive to Damascus, to gratify 
the desires, or more probably the vanity, of the 
C 3 commander 

Gronov.) Narbonne was a Celtic town of the first eminence, 
and one of the most northern places of the known world ;. 
(d'Anville, Notice de TAncicnne-Gaule^ p. 473O 
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22 tHE bfiCEINlE A^H FALL 

c H A P. commander of the faithful. Frorti the Pyrefi^es, 
i-i^r . Abderame proceeded without detoy to the paliSage 
' of the Rhone and the siege of Aries. An strmy- 
of Christians attempted the relief of thef cify ; th6 
tombs of their leaders were yet visible in th6 
thirteenth century ; and many thousands of theiif 
dead bodies were carried down the rapid stream 
into the Mediterranean sea. The arms of Alb- 
derame were not less successful on the side of the 
ocean. He passed without opposition the Garontie 
and Dordogne, which unite t^eir waters in the 
gulf of Bourde^ux ; but he found, beyond those 
rivers, the camp of the intrepid Eudes, who had 
fornpied a second army, and sustained a second 
defeat, so tatal to ihe Christians, that, according 
to their sad confession, God alone could reck9i3L 
the number of the slain. The victorious Saracea 
overran the provinces of Aquitain, Whose Gallic 
names are disguised, rather th^n lost, in the 
modern appellations of Perig9rd, Saintogne, and 
Poitou : His standards were planted on thewajib, 
or at leist before the gates, of Tours and of Sens;' 
«and his detachments overspread the kingdom of 
Burgundy, as far as the well-known titles of 
Lyons and Besan^on. The memory of these de- 
vastations, fbr Abderame did not spare the coun^ 
try or the people, was long preserved by tradi- 
tion ; and the invasion of France by the Moors or 
Mahometans; affords the ground-work; of those 
fables, which have been' so' Wildly disfigitr^dte the 
romances of chivalry, and 30 elegantly adorned 
by the Italian muse. In the decline of society and 
art,, the deserte4 .pi.tie§ could supply a slender 
- - / '* . ■ booty 
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lKX>tj.Jbp>itI»^. S^ra<fen&; their richest tpoil was chap, 
found in the chuicjies an4 mpnasteries, which they li<* 
stripped, of their ornanients and delivered to the ' ^ v ^ 
^mes ; and the tutelar saiflts, both Hilary of Poi- . 
tiers and Martin of Tours, forgot their miraculous 
poweris in the defence of their own sepulchres *^ 
A victorious line of march had been prolonged 
above a thousand miles from the rock of Gibraltar 
to the banks of the Loire ; the repetition of an 
equal space would have carried the Saracens to 
the confines of Poland and the Highlands of Scot* 
land : The Rhine is not more impassable than the 
Nile or Euphrates, and the Arabian fleet might 
have sailed withbut a naval combat into the mouth 
of the Thames. Perhaps the interpretation of the 
Koran would now be taught in the schools of 
Oxford, and her pulpits might demctastrate to a 
circumcised people the sanctity and truth of the ^ 
tevelation of Mahomet f • 

From such caliimities was Christendom deliver-- Defeat of 
led by the genius and fortune of one man. Charles, lel^hy' 
the illegitimate, son of the elder Pepin, was contept 9^^^^f 

G 4 with A.D.783. 

• With regard to the sanctuary of St Martin of Tours, 
Soderic Ximenes accuses tKe Saracens oF the deeJ^ turonis 
civitatcili, eccleslam et pabti^ vastatione et incerdio simili diruit 
€t cojuumpsit. Tim contiauator of Fr^degarius imputes to 
them no more than the inUntton, Ad domum beatissimi 
Martini evertendam destinant. At Carolus, &c. The French 
annalist was more jealous o{ the honour of the Seint* * 

f Yet 1 sincerely doubt whether the Oxford mosch wo^d 
Jbave produced a volume of controversy so elegant and ingenious 
as the sermons lately preached by Mr White, the Arabic pro« 
fessor, at Mr Bampton'a lecture. His observations on the cfta- * 
racter and religion of Mahomet, are always adapted to his argu- 
ment, and generally founded in truth and reason. He sustains 
the part of a lively and eloquent advocate ; and sometimcfs rises 
to the merit of an historiai^ and philosopher* 
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c H A. P. W^h the, titles of n^ayor or ^uke, of the Frajaks, 
Lii. hut he des^fved to becofw, .^j^e fatl^^r of a line of 

^' j ' ji ^ t ' kings. In a labotipus ^dministratjuon, of twenty- 

four years, he jestored and supported the dignity 

of the throne, and the rebels of Germany and 

Gaul were successively crushed by the activity of 

a warrior, who, in the same campaign, could disr 

play his banner on the Elbe, the Rhone, and tjie 

shores of the. ocean. In the public danger, he 

was summoned by the voice of his country ; and 

/ his rival, the duke of Aquitain, was reduced to 

appear among the fugitives and suppliants. 

" Alas!" exclaimed the Franks, " what a mis- 

" fortune! what an indignity! We have long 

" heard of the name and conquests of the Arabs : 

" We were apprehensive of their attack from the 

**JEast; they have now conquered Spain, and 

^rinvade our country on the side of the West. 

** Yet their numbers, and (since they have no 

** buckler) their arms, are inferior to our own.'* 

" If you follow my advice,'* replied the prudent 

mayor of the palace, " you will not interrupt 

" their march, nor precipitate your attack. They 

** are like a torrent, which it is dangerous to stem 

♦* in its career. The thirst of riches, and the con- 

•* sciousness of success, redouble their valour, 

♦* and valour is of more avail than arms or num- 

f* hers. Be patient till they have loiaded them- 

" selves with the incumbrance of wealth. The 

" possession of wealth will divide their counsels 

** and assure your victory.'" This subtle policy 

is perhaps a refinement of the Arabian writers; 

* ' . and 
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tf»rfP the situation cFCharfes will suggest a more chap. 
narrow a*nd selfisih motive of procrastination ; the ni^» 
secret desire' of humbling the pride, an& wasting ^ — ^'^"^ 
the provinces, of the rebel duke of Aquitain. It 
is^yet more probable, that the delays of Charles 
were inevitable and reluctant. A standing army 
was unknown under the first and second race : 
More than half the kingdom was now in the hands 
of the Saracens: A9cording to their respective 
situation, the Franks of Neustria and Austrasia 
were too conscious or too careless of the impend- 
ing danger; and the voluntary aids of the Gepidae 
and Germans Were separated by a long interval 
from the standard of the Christian general. No 
sooner had he collected his forces, than he sought 
and found the enemy in the centre of France, ^ 
between Tours and Poitiers. His weil-cqnducted 
march was covered by a range of hills, and Ab- 
derame appears to have been surprise4 hy his 
unexpected presence. The nations of Asia, Africa, 
and Europe, advanced with equaj ardour to an . 
encounter which would change the history of the . , 
world. In the six first days of desultory cornbat, ' 
the horsemen and archers of the East maintained 
their advantage : But in the closer onset of the 
$ey^fi;b day, the .Orientals were oppressed by the 
s^ength and statiara of the Germans, who, with , 
$tQUt hearts and iron hanids *, asserted the civil 

and 

-.• Gens Austrian mejnbronim. pre-emincntia valida, et gens 
Germana corde et corpore praestantlssima, quasi in ictti occuH 
manil ferret et pectore arduo Arabes extinxerunt. (Roderie. 
Tolelan. c. xiv.) 
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c iH A p«' and feli^ous fiieedom of rtheir pmterityi .T^ 
, Lii. epithet of MartHj the 'Hammer^ which kas beeil 
'^' ' ' added to the name of Charles, is txpressi^e ol^his 
v^eighty and irresistible sferokos: The yalow of 
Elides was excited by resentment and* e$iir^lfitti<m$ 
and their Gom|ianidns^ in the eye ef history, wq 
the true Peers and Paladin of Frenah chivaky. 
After a bloody field, in which Abderanie was 
slam, the Saracens, in the close of the evenings 
retired to their camp. In the disoi'der and ddspait 
of the night, the various tribes of Yemen and 
Damascus, of Africa and Spain, were provoked to 
turn their arms against each other : The remains of 
' ' their host were suddenly dissolved, and each emin 
consulted his safety by an ha^ty and separate 
retreat. At the dawn of day, tljie stillness pf an 
hostile camp was suspected by the victorious 
.Christians : On the report of their spies, they ven^ 
tared to explore the riches of the vacant tents; 
but, if we except some celebrated relics, a small 
portion of the spml was restored to the innocent 
and lawful owners. The joyful tidmgs were soon 
ddffhsed over the Catholic world, aod the monl$;$ 
of Italy could affirm and believe that three hvm-* 
idred and fifty, or three hundred and «$venty-fiv^ 
thousand of the Mahometans had been crushed by 
the hammer of Charles *; while no more than 

fifteen 

* These numbers are stated by Paul Waraefrid, the deacon 
#f Aquileia, (de Gestis Langoi?ard. 1. vi, p, 921. edit. Grot) 
and Anastasius, the librarian of the Roman church, (in Vit* 
pi;£^orii II.) who tells a jniraculous story of three consecrated 

spungcs, 
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' fiftden htrfidf^d'Chrfftians \^eteste4h ill the field of c h a>. 
"Fours. Bat this incrcxiittle tate is raf&iimtl^ dis- Lfi. 
proved by the caution of the Fi^ench gefteralv vAio ^- " ^''v^ 
sipprehended the snstres and (accidents of a ptdsoil^ 
and dismi^s^ his German alHes to their nativti 
forests. The inactivity of a conquemr betrays the 
loss of strength an^ blood, a*id the most cf uel 
execution is inflicted, not in the ranks of battle, 
but on the backs of a flying enemy. Yet the Theyrer 
victory of the Franks was complete and filial } tbrftht" 
Aquitain was recovered by the arms of Eudes 3 Fhnk?, 
the Arabs laever resumed the conquest of Gaul^ 
and the^^ were soon driven beyond the Pyrenees by 
Charles Martel and his valiant race *. It might 
have been expected, that the saviour of Christen- 
dom would have been canoniled^ or* at least #apr 
plauded, by ihe gratitude of the ^lergy^ who are 
indebted to his sword for theif* present existence* 
But in the public distress, the iiiayor of the palacq 
had been compelled to apply the riches, or at least 
the revenues, of the bishops and abbots, to the 
relief of the statfe and ihe reward of the soldiers* 
His merits were forgotten, his s&crilege alone was 
remembered, and, in an epistle to a Garlovingian 
prince, a tJallic synod presumes to declarfe that his . 

ancestdr 

st>ungeS9 which rendered invulnerable the French soldiers a- 
mong whom they had been shared. It should seenr, that in his 
letters to the pope, Eudes usurped the honour of the victory, for 
which he is chastised by the French annalists, who, with equal 
falsehood, accuse him of invi^ng the Saracens. * 

* Narbonne, and the rest of Septitaania, was recovered by 
Pepin, the son of Charles Martel, A. D, 755, (Pagi, Critica, 
tom. ill. p. 300.) Thirty-seven years afterwards it was pillaged 
by a sudden inroad of the Arabs, who employed the captives in 
the construction of the mosch of Cordova 5 (de Guignes, Hist, 
dcs Huns^ tom, i. p. 354.) 
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G n A Pw ancestor was damned*; thM on the dpeimng'of hi§ 
uu tomb, ^he spectator $» weift affrighted by a smell 6f 

'-^' - - ' fireiQCidthe^as^ct ^fAn 'horrid dragon ; and th^t 
ani^iat'of^he times was indulged with a pl^as^nt 
visioli of the soul and body of Ghatles Martel; 
bufiiing, to aB eternity, in^the abyss of hell *. * 

Elevation ' T^t loss of art army, or a province, in the 

Sdel^ Westetn wbtld; was less painful to the court of 
A. d/ Damfei^eus, than the rise arid progress of a do- 
^^' mestlc competitor. Except among the Syrians, 
the caliphs of the house of Ommiyah had never 
been the objects of the public favour. The life 
df Mahornef recorded their perse verari!ce in idol- 
atry and rebellion ; their conversion had been re* 
luctantj their elevation irregular and factious, and 
their throne was cemented with the mo3t holy; 
^nd noble blood of Arabia. The best of theii: 
race, the pious Omar, was dissatisfied with his 
own title ; their personal virtues were insufficient 
to justify a departure from the ord§r of succession; 
and the eyes and wishes of the faithful were 
turned towards the line of Hashem and the kind-, 
red of the apostle of God. Of these .the F^timi^es 
were either rash or pusillanimous ; but th^e de7. 
scendants of Abbas cherished, with courage aqd- 
discretion, the hopes 'of their rising fortunes. 
From an obscure residency in Syria, they sepretly, 

dispatched 

* This pastoral letter, addressed to Lewis the Germanic, the 
N grandson of Charlemagne, and most probably composed by th^, 
pen of the artful Hincmar, is dated in the year 858, and signed; 
by the bishops of the provinces of Rheims and Rouen ; (Baro- 
nins, Annal. Eccles. A. D. 741. Fleury, Hist. Eccles. torn, . 
X. p. 514— '516.) Yet Barohius himself, and the French crir 
tics, reject with contempt this episcopal fiction. 
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-dispatched thek> agenrta and aaiissioBaries,- who chap. 
preached in the Eastero pFwiiices the^r bcateditary wi. 
in4efeas^i-bl$ right.; i and MQhamiBfwd,.(the son)af 
^li^ the 3on of Abd^lUb,- -^lae s<hii of. lAbbaa^ . the 
uncle pf t,he pipphet,: gave audience^^jo the iteptu 
. ties, of Ghprasap, a^d accep<;ed. their free gift, of 
four l;^undred thousand pieces of goid. , Afterithe 
death of Mohammpd» the oaith of sjdjf:gianc;e.. wW 
adjninistered in the ,mmp, .of hij? son .Ibrahim .tQ^fi 
numerous band, of votarie;;, whp .e?^pected qpXy a 
signal and a leader ^ ^nd the gpv^rnor of Chor^an 
continued to deplpre his fruitless adiqqnitipns, and 
the deadly slumber of the caliphs of Damascus, 
till he himself, with all his adherents, was driven 
from the city and palace of Meru, by the rebellious 
arras of Abu Moslem *. That maker of kings, 
the author, as he is named, of the call of the 
Abbassides, was at length rewarded for his pre- 
sumption of merit with the usual gratitude of 
courts. A mean,, perhaps a foreign extraction, 
could not repress the aspiring energy of Abu 
Moslem. Jealous of his wives, liberal of his 
wealth, prodigal of his own blood, and of that of 
others, he could boast with pleasure, and possibly 
■with truth, that' he had destroyed six hundred 
thousand of his enemies ; and such was the in- 
trepid gravity of his mind and countenance, that 
he was never seen to smile except on a day of 
^ ' battle. 

* The steed and the saddle which had carried any of his 
wives were instantly killed or burnt, lest they should be after- 
wards mounted by a male. Twelve hundred mules or camel? 
were required for his kitchen furniture ; and the daily consump- 
tion amounted to three thousand cakes, an hundred ^shecp, be- 
iSides oxen, poultry, &c. (Abulpharagius, Hist. Dynast, p. 140.) 
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j9 THBvim:wm mii^ifAm,^ 

\iH^^i\' 1^ tha visiil)}^^^ siCfMifttioii o£ pfttlieSi the 

leiiades Mtisre 4is|:i9gai9bed by thtfu^b^jf^s^mdih^ 
Uackf^:^ th^mQsik adveps^y :i2^ iiatuiri^y ^optod 
1^1 Che Alibassad«>8. Theor turlums and ff^tmnt$ 
wiej:« Stained *ith tlwtt gloomy colomr ; two black 
standards, on |^ike«4iayes nijia oubkis long, widre 
borne aloft m the van of Abu Moslem ; jandthdir 
aliegcirical names of the mgbt said thtt siAidofW 
obscurely represented the indissoluble union and 
perpetual succession of the line of Hashem. Fi^m 
the Indus to the Euphrates, the £^t wai^ cdnvulsed 
by the quarrel of the white and the blacfc factions'; 
the Abbassides were most frequently victorious; 
but their public success was clouded by the perf* 
sonal misfortune of their chief. The court of 
Damascus, awakening from a long slumber, re- 
solved to prevent the pilgrimage of Meccat which 
Ibrahim had undertaken with a splendid retinue, 
to recommend himself at once to the favour of 
the prophet and of the people. A detachment of 
cavalry intercepted his march, and arrested his per- 
son ; and the unhappy Ibrahim, snatched away 
from the promise of untasted royalty, expired in 
iron fetters in the dungeons of Haran. His two 
younger brothers, Saffah and Almansor, eluded 
the sejurch of the tyrant, and lajj concealed at 
Cufa, till the zeal of the people and the approach 
of his eastern friends allowed tjiem to' expose their 
persons to the impatient public. On Friday, in 
th^ d^ess of a cialiph, in the wlo^rs of the sect, 
^ttSkh proceeded with religious and military pomp 
to the mosch ; ascending the pulpit, he prayed 

and 
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and preachi^dtas the iais^ iaictrcssopisf Maham«it(} c i< a' p. 
and; alberios'idepaii^urevi iMvkinein bound a lii. 
willing pecq^I&bjr.an oatfa af fidelity. But it was *^"^^^ ' "=> 
to t|ie banks of the ^l>y and not in the mosch to 
Ou&^ that this impnirtaQt: controversy was deter« 
xmned« Every advantage appea»d to be on the 
side^ of tite white faction; the aathodity of e6tau 
bHshed go\m?nn>ti!it; an army of an b^undred and 
twenty thousand soldiers^ against a sixth part of 
that number; and the presence and merit of the 
calqifa Mervan, the fourteenth and last.cxf the 
bouse/ of Onuniyafa. Before his accession to the 
throne, he had deserved, by his Georgian war** 
fave, the' honourable epithet of the ass of Meso« 
fdtamia^ ; and he might have been ranked among 
the grsatest princes, had not, says Abulfieda, the 
eternal' order decreed that moment for the ruin .of 
his family ; a decree against which all h^man pru* 
dence and fortitude must srtruggle in vain. The 
Orders of Mervan were mistaken or disobeyed; 
the return of his horse, from which he had dis- 
mounted on a necessary occasion^ impressed the 
belief of his death; and the enthusiasm of the 
bladk squadrons was ably conducted by Abdallah, 
the uncle of his competitor. After ah irretrieve- 
able defeat, the caliph escaped to Mosul; but the 

colours 

* ^l Hamar*^ He had been governor oC Mesopotaima, and 
^ Arabic provqrV praises the courage of that warlike breed of 
asses who never fly from an enemy. The surname of Mervan 
may justify the comparison of Homer, (Iliad v. 557, &c.) and 
both will silence the modems, who consider the ass as a stupi^ 
and ignoble emblem, yHerbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 558.) 
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I G H A p. cok>urs oCthe Abbassi4es were displayed from the 

^n. rampart; he suddenly repassed the Tigris, cast a 
^.i-p-y—^ melancholy look on his palace of Haran, crossed 
I the Euphrates, abandoned the fortifications of 

f Damascus, and, without halting in Palestine, 

pitched his last and fatal camp at Busir on the 
Fall of banks of the Nile ^. His speed was urged by the 
^der" i^ficessant diligence of Abdallah, who in every 
A. D. 750, step of the pursuit acquired strength and reputa- 
* V tion; the remains of the white faction were 
finally vanquished in Egypt ; and the lance, 
which terminated the life and anxiety of Mervan, 
was Aot less welcome perhaps to the unfortunate 
' than to the victorious chief; The merciless in- 
quisition of the conqueror eradicated the most 
distant branches of the hostile race : Their bones 
- were scattered, their memory was accursed, and 
the . martyrdom of Hossein was abundantly re* 
Tenged on the posterity of his tyrants. Fourscore 
of the Ommiades, who had yielded to the faith 

or 

* Four several places, all in Egypt, bore the name of Busir, 
or Busiris, so famous in Greek fable. The first, where Mervan 
was slain, was to the west of the Nile, in the province of Fium, 
or Arsinoe; the second in the Delta, in the Sebennytic nome; 
the third, near the pyramids; the fourth, which was destroyed 
by Dioclesian, (see above, vol. i. p. 439.) in the Thebais. I 
shall here transcribe a note of the learned and orthodox Mi- 
' chaelis: Videntur in pluribus iEgypti superior is urbibus Busiri 
Coptoque arma sumpsisse Christiani, libertatemque de religione 
sentiendt defcndisse, sed succubuisse quo in bello Coptos et Bu- 
suris diruta, et circa Esnam magna strages edita. BeUum nat- 
\ rant sed cansam belli ignorant scriptores Byzantini, alioqui 

Coptum et Busirim non rebellasse diqturi, sed causam Chris- 
tranorum suscepturi. (Not. 211. p. ibo.) For the geography 
♦ of the four Busirs, see Abulfeda, (Descript. JEgypt. p. 9. vers. 

Michaelis. Gottingas, 1776, in 410,) Michaelis, (Not. 122 — 
127. p. 58 — 163.) andvd'AnviUe, (Memoire sur TEgypte, f*. fi^- 
147- 205.) 
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or cjenieuqy of their foes, were invited to a baa- chap. 
quet at Dama^cu^, The laws of hospiitahty werp lii. 
violated by a promiscuous massacre; the board ^-""X"'*^- 
w^ spread over their fallen bodies; and the fes- 
tivity of the guests was enlivened by the music 
of their dying groans. ,-By the event of the civil 
war the dynasty of the Abbassides was firmly es- 
tablished; but the Christians only could triumph 
in the mutual hatred and common loss of the 
disciples of Mahomet *. 

Yet the thousands who were swept away by the Hevoit of 
sword of war tnight have been speedily retrieved a^ 1x755. 
in the succeeding generation, if the consequences 
of the revolution had not tended to dissolve the 
power and unity of the empire of the Saracens. 
Iii the proscription of the Omniiades, a royal 
youth of the name of Abdalrahman alone escaped 
the rage of his enemies, who hunted the wander- 
ing exile from the banks of the Euphrates to the 
Tallies of monnt Atlas. His presence in the 
neighbourhood of Spain revived the ztVil' of the 
white faction. The name and cause of the Ab- 
bassides had been first vindicated^ by the Per- 
siafis; the West had been pure from civil arms; 
and the servants of the abdicated family stili held, 
by a prec?irious tenure, the inheritance of their 

Vol* X. D lands 

* See Abulfeda, (Annal. Moslem, p. 136 — 14 j.) Eutychius, 
(Aiuial. torn. ii. p. 392. vers. Pocock,) Elmacin, (Hist. Sara- 
cen, p. 109 — 121.) Abulpharagius, (Hist. Dynast, p. 134— 
140.) Roderic of Toledo, (Hist. Arabum, c. i^. p. 33.) Theo- 
phancs, (Chronograph, p. 356, 357. who speaks of the Ab- 
bassides under the names of Xu^M-e^vtratt and Mctv^o^^pot^ and 
the Bibliothcque of d'Herbelot, in the articles of OnwmdeSf 
Abbassides, M^rvan, Ibrahtnij Safahy Abou Mosktn. 
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CHAP, lands and the offices of government. Strongly 
Lii* prompted by gratitude, indignation, and fear, they 
^ V ' invited the grandson of the caliph Hashem to 
ascend the throne of his ancestors ; and, in his des- 
perate condition, the extremes of rashness and 
prudence were almost the same. The acclama- 
tions of the people saluted his landing on the coast 
of Andalusia J and, after a successful struggle, 
Abdalrahman established the throne of Cordova, 
and was the father of the Ommiades of Spain, 
who reigned above two hundred and fifty years 
from the Atlantic to the Pyrenees *. He slew in 
battle a lieutenant of the Abbassides, who had in- 
vaded his dominions with a fleet and army : The 
head of Ala, in salt and camphire, was suspended 
by a daring messenger before the palace of Mecca ; 
and the caliph Almansor i^ejoiced in his safety, 
that he was removed by seas and lands fropi such 
a formidable adversary. Their mutual designs or 
declarations of offensive war evaporated without 
effect J but instead of opening a door to the con- 
quest of Europe, Spain was dissevered from the 
trunk of the monarchy, engaged in perpetual hos- 
tility w^ith the East^ and inclined to peace and 
friendship with the Christian sovereigns of Con- 
triple di- stantinople and France. The example of the Om- 
the^ca- miades was imitated by the real or fictitious pro- 
liphate. geny of Ali, the Edrissites of Mauritania, and the 
more powerful Fatimites of Africa and Egypt. In 

the 

* For the revolution of Spain, consult Roderic of Toledo, 
(c. xvlii. p. 34, &:c.) the Bibliotheca Arabico-Hispana, (torn. ii. 
p. 30. 198.) and Cardonne, (Hist, de TAfrique et de I'Espagne, 
torn. i. p. 180 — 197. 205. 272. 323, &c.) 
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the tenth century, the chair of Mahomet was dis- g h a p. 
puted by three caliphs or commanders of the i^n* 
faithful, who reigned at Bagdad, Cairoan, and ' — "^^^ 
Cordova, excommimicated each other, and agreed 
only in a principle of discord, that a sectary is 
more odious and criminal than an unbeliever *. 

Mecca was the patrimony of the line of Hashem', Magnifi- 
yet the Abbassides were never tempted to reside ^f^^ ^^ 
either in the birth-place or the city of the prophet, liphs, 
Damascus was disgraced by the choice, and pol- y^L^, 
luted with the blood of the Ommiades j and after 
some hesitation, Almansor,' the brother and suc- 
cessor of SafFah, laid the foundations of Bagdad f, 
the Imperial seat of his posterity during a reign 
of five hundred years J, The chosen spot is on 
the eastern bank of the Tigris, about fifteen miles 
above the ruins of Modain; the double wall was of a 
D 2 circular 

* I shall not stop to refute the strange eitors and fancies of 
Sir William Tepiple, (his works, vol. iii. p. 371 — ^74. octavo 
edition,) and Voltaire, (Histoire Gcnerale, c. xxviii. torn. ii. p^ 
124, 125. edition de Lausanne,) concerning the division of the 
Saracen empire. The mistakes of Voltaire proceeded from the 
want of knowledge or reflection ; but Sir William was deceiv- 
ed by a Spanish impostor, who has framed an apocryphal his- 
tory of the conquest of Spain by the Arabs. 

t The geographer d'Anville, (I'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 121 
— 123J and the Orientalist d'Herbelot, (Biblibtheque, p* 167, 
168.) • may suffice for the knowlege of Bagdad. Our travellers, 
Pietro della Valle, (tom. i. p. 688—698.) Tavemier, (tom. i. p. 
230 — 238,) Thevenot, (part ii. p. 209 — 212.) Otter, (tom. i. 
p. 162 — 168.) and Niebuhr, (Voyage en Arabic, tom. ii. p. 239 
—27 1 .) have seen only its decay ; and the Nubian geographer, 
(p. 204.) and the travelling Jew, Benjamin of Tudela, (Itinera- 
rium, p. 112 — 123. a Const. I'Empereur, apud Elzevir, 1633,) 
arc the only writers of my acquaintance, who have known Bag- ; 

dad under the reign of the Abbassides. 

4 The foundations of Bagdad were laid A. H. 145, A. D; 
762. Mostasem, the last of the Abbassides, was taken and put 
to death by the Tartars, A. H. 656^ A. D. 1258, the 20th of 
February, 
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circular form ; and ^uch was the .rapid encreascr 
of a capital, now dwindled to a provincial town, 
that the funeral of a popular saint might be at- 
tended by dight hundred thousand men and sixty 
thousand women of Bagdad and the adjacent vil« 
lages* In this city of peac^*^ amidst the riches 
of the East, the Abbassides soon disdained the 
abstinence and frugality of the . first caliphs, and 
aspired to emulate the magnificence of the Persian 
kings. After his wars and buildings, Almansor 
left behind him in gold and silver about thirty 
millions Sterling f ; and this treasure was ex- 
hausted in a few years by the vices or virtues of 
his children. His son Mahadi, in a single .pil- 
grimagQ to Mecca, expended six millions of dinars 
of gold. A pious and charitable motive rtiay sanc- 
tify the foundation of cisterns and caravanseras, 
which he distributed along a measured road of 
seven hundred miles ; "but his train of camels, 
laden with snow, could serve only to astonish the 
natives of Arabia, and to refresh the fruits and 
liquors of the royal banquet J. The courtiers 

would 

* Medinat al Salem, Dar al Salem. Urbs pacis, or, as is 
more neatly compounded by the Byzantine writers, E/^jjw^rftA^j, 
(Irenopolis.) There is some dispute concerning the etymology 
of Bagdad, but the first syllable is allowed to signify a garden, 
in the Persian tongue ; the garden oFDad, a Christian hermit, 
whose cell had been the only habitation on the spot. 

t Rcliquit in aerario sexcenties millies milk stateres, et qua- 
ter et vicies millies mille aureos aureos. Elmacin, Hist. Saracen, 
p. 1 26. I have reckoned the gold pieces at eight shillihgs, and 
the proportion to the silver as twelve to one. But I will never 
answer for the numbers of Erpenius ; and the Latins are scarce- 
ly above the savages in the language of aritlimetic. 

t D'Herbclot, p. 530. Abulfcda, p. 154. Nivem Meccam 
apportavit, rem ibiaut nuiiquam aut rarissime visam. 
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would surely praise the liberality of his grandson chap. 
Almamon, who gave away four- fifths of the in- tii. 
come of a province, a sum of two millions four ' 
hundred thousand gold dinars, before he drew his 
foot from the stirrup. At the nuptials of the same 
prince, a thousand pearls of the largest size v^^ere . 
showered on the head of the bride *, and a lot- 
tery of lands and*houses displayed the capriciouiJ 
bounty of fortune. The glories of the court were 
brightened rather than impaired in the declmc of 
the empire ; and a Greek ambassador might ad- 
mire or pity the magnificence of the feeble Moc- 
tader. ** The caliph's whole army," says th^e 
historian Abulfeda, " both horse and foot was 
" under arms, which together made a body of 
" one hundred and sixty thousand men. His 
" state^officers, the favourite slaves stood near 
" him in splendid apparel, their belts glittering 
" with gold and gems. Near them were seven 
" thousand eunuchs, four thousand of them white, 
" the rema^der black. The porters or door- 
" keepers were in number seven hundred. Barges 
" and boats, with the most superb decoratiofis, 
" were seen swimming upon the Tigris. Nor was 
" the palace itself less splendid, in, which were 
" hung up thirty-eight thousand pieces of tapestry, ' 
" twelve thousand fiye hundred of which were of 

D 3 : , " silk 

* * Abulfeda, p. 134. 189. describes the splendour and libera- 
lity of Almamon. Milton has alluded to this Oriental custom ; 

— Or where the gorgeous East, with richest hand, 
Showers on her kings Barbaric pearls and gold. 

I have used the modern word lottery, to express the Missiiia of 
the Roman emperors, which entitled to some prize the person 
who caught them, as they were thrown among the crowd. 
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" silk embroidered with gold. The carpets oa 
" the floor were twenty-two thousand. An hun- 
" dred lions were brought out, with a keeper to 
^' each lion *. Among the other spectacles of* 
^* rare and stupendous luxury, was a tree of gold 
" and silver spreading into eighteen large branches, 
" on which, and on the lesser boughs, sat a va- 
" riety of birds made of the same precious metals, 
" as well as the leaves of the tree. While the 
" machinery aflfected spontaneous motions, the 
*' several birds warbled their natural harmony. 
*' Through this scene of magnificence, the Greek 
" ambassador was led by the visir to the foot of 
" the caliph's throne f ." In the West, the Om- 
miades of Spain supported, with equal pomp, the 
title of commander of the faithful. Three miles 
from Cordova, in honour of his favourite sultana, 
the third and .greatest of the Abdalrahmans con- 
structed the city, palace, and gardens of Zehra. 
Twenty-five years, and above three millions Ster- 
ling, were employed by the founder : His liberal 
taste invited the artists of Constantinople, the 
most skilful sculptors and architects of the age ; 
and the buildings were sustained or adorned by 
twelve hundred columns of Spanish and African, 
of Greek and Italian marble. The hall of audience 

was 

* When Bell of Antcrmony (Travels, vol. i. p. 99.) accom- 
panied the Russian ambassador to the audience of the unfor- 
tunate Shah Hussein of Persia, two lions were introduced, to 
denote the power of the king over the fiercest ariimals. 

t Abulfeda, p. 237. d'Herbelot, p. 590. This embassy was 
received at Bagdad A. H« 305, A. D. 917. In the passage of 
Abulfeda, I have used, with .some variations, the English trans- 
lation of the learned and amiable Mr Harris of Salisbury, (Phi^ 
lological Enquiries, p. 363, 364.) 
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was encrusted with gold and pedrls, and a great c ha p. 
bason in the centre, was surrounded with the cu- lii. 
lious and costly figures of birds and quadrupeds. *■■ v ■ * 
In a lofty pavillion of the gardens, one of these 
basons and fountains, so delightful in a sultry cli- , 
mate, was replenished not. with water, but with 
the purest quicksilver. The seraglio of Abdal- 
rahm^n, his wives, concubines, and black eu- 
nuchs, amounted to six thousand three hundred 
persons; and he wa^ attended to the field by a* 
guard of twelve thousand horse, whose belts and 
scymetars were studded with gold *. 

In a private condition, our desires are perpe- Its conse- 
tually repressed by poverty and subordination; but^ on^private 
the Uves and labours of millions are devoted to and public 
the service of a despotic prince, whose laws are ^^P*^^^^* 
blindly obeyed, and whose wishes are instantly 
gratified. Our imagination is dazzled by the 
splendid picture; and whatever may be the cool 
dictates of reason, there are few among us who 
would obstinately refuse a trial of the comforts 
and the cares of royalty. It may therefore be of 
some use to borrow the experience of the satne 
Abdalrahman, whose magnificence has perhaps 
excited our admiration and envy, and to transcribe 
an authentic memorial which was found in the 
closet of the deceased caliph. " I have now 
" reigned aboye fifty years iii victory or peace; 
" beloved by my subjects, dreaded by my ene- 
D 4 " mies, 

* Cardonne, Histoire de I'Afrique et de PEspagne, torn. i. 
p. 330 — ^336. A just idea of the taste and architecture of the 
Ara'bians of Spain, may be conceived from the description and 
plates of the Alhambra of Grenada, (Swinburne's Travels, p. 
171— 188.) 
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" mies, and respected by my allies. Riches and 
" honours, pcrwer and pleasure, have waited oa 
" my call, nor does any earthly blessing appear 
" to have been wanting to my feUcity. Jn this . 
" situation I have diligently numbered the days 
" of pure and genuine happiness which have fallen 
" to my lot: They amount to Fourtekn: — O 
" man I place not thy confidence in this present 
" world *I"^ The luxury of the caliphs, so use- 
less to their private happiness, relaxed the nerves, 
and terminated the progress, of the^ Arabian em-* 
pire. Temppral and spiritual conquest had been 
the sole occupation of. the first successors of Ma- 
homet; and after supplying themselves with the 
necessaries of life, the whole revenue was scrupu- 
lously devoted to that salutary work. The Abbas- 
sides were impoverished by the multitude of their 
wants and their contempt of oeconomy. Instead 
of pursuing the great object of ambition, their 
leisure, their affections, the powers of their mind, 
were diverted by pomp and pleasure; the re- 
wards of valour were embezzled by women and 
eunuchs, and the royal camp was encumbered by 
the luxury of the palace. A similar temper was 
diffused among th6 subjects of the caliph. Their 

stem 

* Cardonne, torn. i. p. 32^, 330. This confession, the com-i 
jplaints of Solomon of the vanity of this world, (read Prior's ver- 
bose but eloquent poem,) and the happy ten days of the empe- 
ror Seghed, (Rambler, No. 204, 205.) will be triumphantly 
quoted by the detractors of human life. Their expectations are 
commonly immoderate, their estimates are seldom impartial. 
If I may speak of myself, (the only person of whom I can speak 
with certainty,) my happy hours have far exceeded, and far ex- 
ceed, the scanty numbers of the caliph of Spain; and I shall 
hot scruple to add, that m^ny of them are due to the pleasing 
labour of the present composition. 
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stem enthusiasm was softened by time and pro* chap* 
sperity : They sought riches in the occupations of i.ii* 
industry, fame in the pursuits of literature, and ' 
happiness in the tranquillity of domestic life. 
War was no longer the passion of the Saracens; 
and the increase of pay, the repetition of dona- 
tives, were insufficient to allure the posterity of 
those voluntary champions who had crowded to 
the standard of Abubeker and Omar.for the hopes 
of spoil and of paradise. 

Under the reign of the Ommiades, the studies introdnc- 
of the Moslems were confined to the interpretation J^J^?^ 
of the Koran, and the eloquence and poetry of among 
their native tongue. A people continually exposed b^an^^^ 
to the dangers of the field must esteem the heal- A.D. 754, 
ing powers of medicine or rather of surgery ; but ^^[ ' 
the starving physicians of Arabia murmured a 
complaint, that exercise and temperance deprived 
them of the greatest part of their practice '^. 
After their civil and domestic wars, the subjects 
of the Abbassides, aWakening from this mental 
lethargy, found leisure and felt curiosity for the 
acquisition of. profane science. This spirit was 
first encouraged by the caliph Almansor, who, 
besides his knowledge of the Mahometan law, had 
applied himself with success to the study of astro- 
nomy. But when the sceptre devolved to Alma- 
mon, the seventh of the Abbassides, he completed 
the designs of his grandfather, and invited the 

muses 

* The Gulistan (p. 239.) relates the conversation of Mahomet 
and a physician. (Epistol. Renaudot. in Fabricius, Bibliot. Grsec. 
torn. i. p. 814.) The prophet himself was skilled in the art of 
medicine; andGagnier (Vie de Mahomet, tom.iii/p. 394 — ^405.) 
has given an extract of the aphorisms which are extant under 
his name. 
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CHAP, muses from their ancient seats. His ambassadors 
I'll* at Constantinople, his agents in Armenia, Syria, 
and Egypt, collected the volumes of Grecian 
science; at his command they were translated by 
the most skilful interpreters into the Arabic lan- 
guage; his subjects were exhorted assiduously to 
peruse these instructive writings; and the succes- 
sor of Mahomet assisted with pleasure and modesty 
at the assemblies and disputations of the learned. 
" He was not ignorant," says Abulpharagius, ** that 
" tbey are the elect of God, his best and most 
" useful servants, whose lives are devoted to the 
" improvement of their rational faculties. The 
" mean ambition of the Chinese or the Turks may 
" glory in the industry of their hands or the in- 
" dulgence of their brutal appetites. Yet these 
" dexterous artists must view, with hopeless emu- 
" lation, the hexagons and pyramids of the cells 
" of a bee-hive*: These fortitudinous heroes are 
" awed by the superior fierceness of the lions and 
" tygers; and in their amorous enjoyments, they 
" are much inferior to the vigour of the grossest 
" and most sordid quadrupeds. The teachers of 
" wisdom are the true luminaries and legislators 
** of a world, which, without their aid, would 

" again 

* See their curious architecture in Reaumur. (Hist, des In- 
sectes, torn. v. Memoire viii.) These hexagons are closed by a 
pyramid; the angles of the three sides of a similar pyramid, such 
as would accomplish the given end with the smallest quantity 
possible of materials, were determined by a mathematician,, at 
' 109 degrees 26 minutes for the larger, 70 degrees 34 minutes 
for the smaller. The actual measure is 109 degrees 28 minutes, 
70 degreps 32 minutes. Y^t this perfect harmony raises the 
work at the expence of the artist: The bees are not inasters of 
transcendent geometry. 
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"again sink in ignorance and barbarism*." The chap. 
2.eal and curiosity of Almamon were imitated by ^^^' 
succeeding princes of the Kne of Abbas : Their ' 
rivals, the Fatimites of Africa and the Ommiades 
of Spain, were the patrons of the learned, as well 
as the commanders of the faithful; the same royal 
prerogative was claimed by their independent 
emirs of the provinces ; and their emulation dif- 
fused the taste and the rewards of science from Sa- 
marcand and Bochara to Fez and Cordova. The 
visir of a sultan consecrated a sum of two hundred 
thousand pieces of gold to the foundation of a col- 
lege at Bagdad, which he endowed with an annual 
revenue of fifteen thousand dinars. The fruits of 
instruction were communicated, perhaps at dif- 
ferent times, to six thousand disciples of every 
degree, from the son of the noble to that of the' 
mechanic : Asufficient allowance was provided for 
the indigent scholars ; and the merit or industry 
of the professors was repaid with adequate stipends. 
In every city the productions of Arabic literature 
were copied and collected by the curiosity of the 
studious and the vanity of the rich. A private 
doctor refused the invitation of the sultan of Bo- 
chara, because the carriage of his books would 
have required four hundred camels. ,The royal 
library of the Fatimites consisted of one hundred 
jihousand manuacripts, elegantly transcribed and 

splendidly 

* Saed Ebn Ahmed, cadhi of Toledo, who died A. H. 462, 
A.D. 1069, has furnished Abulpharagius (Dynast, p. 160.) with 
this curious passage as well as with the text of Pocock's Speci- 
men Historiae Arabum. A number of literary anecdotes of phi- 
losophers, physicians, &c. who have flourished under each caliph, 
form the principal merit of the Dynasties of Abulpharagius. 
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splendidljjr bound, which were lent, without jea- 
lousy or avarice, to the students of Cairo, Yet 
this collection must appear moderate, if we can 
believe that the Oramiades of Spain had fgrmcd 
a library of six hundred thousand volumes^ forty- 
four of which were employed in the mere cata- 
logue. Their capital, Cordova^ with the adjacent 
towns of Malaga, AJmeria, and Murcia, had 
given birth to more than three hundred writers, 
and above seventy public libraries were opened 
in the cities of the Andalusian kingdom. The 
age of Arabian learning continued about five hun- 
dred years, till the great irruption of the Moguls, 
and was coeval with the darkest and most slothful 
period of European annals; but since the sun of 
science has arisen in the West, it should seem 
that the Oriental studies have languished and de- 
clined*. 
Their real In the libraries of the Airabians, as in those of 
Mi^he^^* Europe, the far greater part of the innumerable 
sciences, volumes were possessed only of local value or 
imaginary merit f . The shelves were crowded 
with orators and' poets, whose stile was adap{ed to 
the taste and manners of their countrymen ; with 
general and partial histories, which each revolving 

generation 

* These literary anecdotes arc borrowed from the Bibliotheca 
Arabico-Hispana, (tom. ii. p. 38. 71. 201, 202.) Leo Africa- 
nus, (de Arab. Medicis et Philosophis, in Fabric. Bibliot. Grace. 
, " tom. xiii. p. 259 — 298. particularly* p. 274.) and Renaudot, 
(Hist. Patriarch. Alex. p. 274, 275. 536, 537.) besides the 
chronological remarks of Abulpharagius. 

t The Arabic catalogue of the Escurial will give a just idea 

of the proportion of the classes. In the library of Cairo, the 

MSS. of astr^omy and medicine amounted to 6500, with two 

^ fair globes, tVe one of brass, the other of silver. (Bibliot. 

Arab. Hisp. tom. i. p. 417.) . 
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generation supplied with a new harvest of persons chap. 
and events ; with codes and commentaries of juris- lh. 
prudence, which derived their authority from the ' - » 
law of the prophet; with the interpreters of the 
Koran, and orthodox tradition ; and with the whole 
theological tribe, polemics, mystics, scholastics, and 
* moralists, the first or the last of writers, according 
to the different estin[iate of sceptics or believers. 
The works of speculation or science may be 
reduced to the four classes of philosophy , mathema- ' 
tics, astronomy, and physic. The sages of Greece 
were translated and illustrated in the Arabic lan- 
guage, and some treatises, now lost in the original^ 
have been recovered in the versions of the East *, 
which possessed and studied the writings of Ari- 
stotle and Plato, of Euclid and ApoUonius, of Pto- 
lemy, Hippocrates, and Galen f . Among the ideal 
systems, which have varied with the fashion of the 
tin>esj the Arabians adopted the philosophy of the 

Stagirite, 

* As for instance, the fifth, sixth, and seventh books (the 
eighth is still wanting) of the Conic Sections of ApoUonius ' 
Pergseus, which were printed from the Florence MS. 1661, 
(Fabric. Bibliot. Grace, torn." ii. p. 559.) Yet the fifth book 
had l>een previously restored by the mitiiematical divination of 
Viviani, (see his Eioge in Fontenelle, torn. v. p. 59, &c.) 

t The merit of these Arabic versions is freely discussed by 
Renaudot, (Fabric. Bibliot. Graec, torn. i. p. 812 — 816.) and 
piously defended by Gasira, (Bibliot. Arab. Hispana, torn. i. p. 
238 — 240.) Most of the versions of Plato, Aristotle, Hippo- 
crates, Galen, &c. are ascribed to Honain, a physician of the 
Nestorian sect, who flourished at Bagdad in the court of the 
caliphs, and died A. D. ^76. He was at the head of a school 
Or manufacture of translations, and the works of his sons and 
disciples were published under his name. See Abulpharagius, 
(Dynast, p. 88. 115, 171 — 174. and apud Asseman, Biblibt. 
Orient, tom. ii. p. 438/.) d'Herbelot, (BibliotvOrientale, p. 456.) 
Asseman, (Bibliot. Orient, torn. iii. p. 164.) and Casiri, Bib- 
liot. , Arab. Hispana, torn. i. p. 238, &c. 231. 286 — 290. 302. 
304, &9. 
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CHAP. Stagirite, alike intelligible or alike obscure for the 
^ Lii. readers of every age. Plato wrote for the Athe- 
nians, and his allegorical genius is too closely 
blended with the language and religion of Greece. 
After the fall of that religion, the Peripatetics, 
emerging from their obscurity, prevailed in the 
controversies of the Oriental sects, and their found- * 
er was long afterwards restored by the Mahomet- 
ans of Spain to the Latin schools *. The physics, 
/both of the Academy and the Lycaeum, as they 
are built, not on observation, but on argument, 
have retarded the progress of real knowledge. The 
metaphysics of infinite, or finite spirit:, have too 
often been enlisted in the service of superstition. 
But the human faculties are fortified by the art 
and practice of dialectics ; the ten predicaments 
of Aristotle collect and methodise our ideas f, and 
his syllogism is the keenest weapon of dispute. It 
was dexterously wielded in the schools of the Sa- 
racens, but as it is more effectual for the detection 
of error than for the investigation of truth, it is 
not surprising that new generations of mastera 
and disciples should still revolve in the same circle 
of logical argument. The mathematics are dis- * 
tinguished by a peculiar privilege, that, in the 
course, of ages, they may always advance, and can 
never recede. But the ancient geometry, if I am not 
misinformed, was resumed in the same state by the 

Italians 

* See Mosheim, Institut. Hist. Eccles. p. 18 j. 214. 3-26 
257- 315- 338- 396. 438. &c. 

t The most elegant commentary on the Categories or Predi- 
caments of Aribtotle may be found in the Philosophical Ar- 
rangements of Mr Jameo Harris, (London, 1775, ^^ octavo,) 
who laboured to revive Ihe studies of Grecian literature and 
philosophy. 
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Italians of the fifteenth century ; and whatever chap. 
may be the origin of the name, the science of lw- 
algebra is ascribed to the Grecian Diophantus by » 
the. modest testimony of the Arabs themselves*. 
They cultivated with more success the sublime 
science of astronomy^ which elevates the mind of 
man to disdain his diminutive planet and mo- 
mentary existence. The costly instruments of ob- 
servation were supplied by the caliph Almamon, . 
and the land of the Chaldaeans still afforded the 
same spacious level, the same unclouded horizon. 
In the plains of Sinaar, and a second time in 
those of Cufa, his mathematicians accurately 
measured a degree of the great circle of the earth, 
and determined at twenty-four thousand miles the 
entire circumference of our globe f . From the 
reign of the Abbassides to that of the grand- 
children of Tamerlane, the stars, without the aid 
of glasses, were diligently observed ; and the as- 
tronomical tables of Bagdad, Spain, ^ and Sariiar- 
candf , correct some minute errors, without daring 
^ . to 

* Abulpharagius, Dynast, p. 81. 222. Bibliot. Arab. Hist, 
lom. i. p. 370, 37 1, In qucm (says the primate of the Jacobites) 
si immiserit se lector, oceanum hoc in genere {algebra) inveniet. 
The time of Diophantus of Alexandria is unknown, but his six 
books are still extant, and have been illustrated by the Greek 
Planudes and the Frenchman Meziriac. (Fabric. Bibliot. Graec. . 
torn. iv. p. 12 — 15.) 

■ t Abulfeda (Annal. Moslem, p. 210, 211. vers. Reiske) de- 
scribes this operation acording to Ibn Challecan, and the best / 
historians. This degree most accurately contains 200,000 royal 
or Hashemite cubits, which Arabia had derived from the sacred 
and legal practice both of Palestine and Egypt. This ancient 
cubit is repeated 400 times in each basis of the great pyramid, 
and seems to indicate the primitive and universal m,easures of the 
East. See the Metrologie of the laborious M. Paucton, p. loi — 

t See. the Astronomical Tables of Ulegh Begh, with the pre- 
face of Dr Hyde, in the first volume of his Syntagma Disserta^ 
tionum, Oxon, 1767. 
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c H A p. to renounce .the hypothesis of Ptolemy, without 
xn. advancing a step towards the discovery of the 
▼ solar system. In the eastern courts, the truths of 
science could be recommended only by ignorance 
and folly, and the astronomer would have been 
disregarded, had he not debased his wisdom or 
honesty by the vain predictions of astrology *. 
But in the science of medicine, the Arabians have 
• been deservedly applauded. The names of Mesua 
and Geber,. of Razis and Avicenna, are ranked 
' with the Grecian masters; in the city of Bagdad, 
eight hundred and sixty physicians were licensed 
to exercise their lucrative profession f ; in Spain, 
the life of the Catholic princes was entrusted to 
the skill of the Saracens J, and the school of Sa- 
lerno, their legitimate offspring, revived in Italy 
and Europe the precepts of the healing art § . The 
success of each professor must have been influenced 
by personal and accidental causes ; ' but we may 
form a less fanciful estimate of their general know- 
ledge 

* The truth of astrology was allowed by Albumazar, and 
the best of the Arabian astronQmers, who drew their most certain 
predictions, not from Venus and Mercury, but from Jupiter and 
the siin, (Abulpharag. Dynast, p. i6i — 163.) For the state and 
science of tHe Persian astronomers, see Chardin, (Voyages eii 
Perse, torn. iii. p. 162 — 203.) 

t Bibliot. Arabico-Hispana, torn. i. p. 438. The original 
relates a pleasant tale, of an ignorant but hannless practitioner, 

J In the year 956, Sancho the fat, king of Leonj was cured 
by the physicians of Cordova, (Mariana, I. viii. c. 7. torn. i. p. 

318.) 

§ The school of Salerno, and the introduction of the Arabian 
sciences into Italy, are discussed with learning and judgment 
by Maratori, (Antiquitat. Italige Medii ^vi, torn. iii. p. 932 
— 940.) and Giannone, (Istoria Civili de Napoli, torn. ii. p. 
119— 127.) 
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ledge of anatomy *, botany f , and chenmttry :(;, c h a p. 
thethreefoldbasisof their theory and practice. A i-m- 
superstitious reverence for the dead confined both * 
the Greeks and the Arabians to the dissection of 
apes and quadrupeds ; the more solid and visible 
.parts ^ere known in the time of Galen, and the 
finer scrutiny of the human frame was reserved 
for the microscope and the injections of modem 
artists. -Botany is an active science, and the dis- 
coveries of the torrid zone might enrich the her- 
bal of Dioscorides with two thousand plants. 
Some traditionary knowledge might be secreted 
in the temples and monasteries of Egypt ; much 
useful experience had been acquired in the prac- 
tice of arts and manufactures ; but the science of 
cbemistry owes its origin and improvement to the 
industry of the Saracens. They first invented and 
named the alembic for the purposes of distillation, 
analysed the substances of the three kingdoms of 
nature, tried the distinction and affinities of alcalis 
and acids, and converted the poisonous minerals 
Vol. X. E into 

* See a good view of the progress of anatomy in Wotlon, 

gLeflections on ancient and modem Learning, p. 208—256.) 
is reputation has been unworthily depreciated by the wits in 
the controversy of Boyle and Bent ley. 

t Bibliot. Arab. Hispana, torn. i. p. 275. Al Beithar of 
Malaga, their greatest botanist, had travelled into Africa, Per- 
sia, and India. 

X Dr Watson (Elements of Chemistry, vol. i. p. 17, &c.) al- 
lows the original merit of the Arabians. Yet he quotes the mo- 
dest confessioii of the famous Geber of the ninth century, (d' 
Herbelot, p. 387.) that he had drawn most of his science, per- 
haps of the transmutation of metals, from the ancient sages. 
' Whatever might, be the origin or extent of their knowledge, the 
arts of chemistry an^ alchymy appear to have been known in 
Egypt at least three hundred years before Mahomet ; (Wotton's 
Reflections, p. 121 — 133. Pauw, Recherches sur les Egyp- 
ticns et les Chinois, torn. i. p. 376 — ^429.) 
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CHAP, into soft and salutary medicines. But the most 
^^^* eager search of Arabian chemistry was the trans- 
* mutation of metals, and the elixir of immortal 

health : The reason and the fortunes of thousands 
were evaporated in the crucibles of alchymy, and 
the consummation of the great work was pro- 
moted by the worthy aid of mystery, fable, and 
superstition. 
Want of . But the Moslems deprived themselves of the 
taste, and principal benefits of a familiar intercourse with 
freedom. Qrjeece'and Rome, the knowledge of antiquity, 
the purity of taste, and the freedom of thoughts 
Confident in the riches of their native tongue, the 
Arabians disdained the study of any foreign idiom. 
The Greek interpreters were chosen among their 
Christian subjects ; they formed their translations, 
sometimes on the original text, more frequently 
perhaps on a Syriac version ; and in the crowd of 
astronomers and physicians, there is no example of 
a poet, an orator, or even an historian, being 
taught to speak the language of the Saracens *. 
The mythology of Homer would have provoked 
the abhorrence of those stern fanatics ; they pos- 
sessed in lazy ignorance the colonies of the Mace- 
donians, and the provinces of Carthage and Rome: 
The heroes of Plutarch and Livy were buried in 
oblivion ; and the history of the world before Ma- 
homet 

* Abulpharagius (Dynast, p. 26. 148.) mentions a Syrtac 
version of Homer's two poems, by Theophilus, a Christian 
Maronite of Mount Libanus, -v^ho professed astronomy at Roha 
or Edessa towards the end of the eighth century. His work 
would be a literary curiosity. I have read somewhere, but I do 
' not believe, that Plutarch's Lives were translated into Turkish 
fbr the use of Mahomet the second. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 51 

hornet was reduced to a short legend of the pa- chap. 
triarchs, the prophets, and the Persian kings. Our ^^^* 
education in the Greek and Latin schools may ' 
have fixed in our minds a standard of exclusive 
taste; and I am not forward to condemn thei lite- 
rature and judgment of nations, of whose lan- 
guage I am ignorant. Yet I know that the classics 
have much to teach, and I believe that the Orien- 
tals have much to learn ; the temperate dignity of 
stile, the graceful proportions of art, the forms of 
visible and intellectual beauty, the just delineation 
of character and passion, the rhetoric of narrative 
and argument, the regular fabric of epic and dra- 
matic poetry *. The influence of truth and rea- 
son is of a less ambiguous complexion. The phi- ^ 
losophers of Athens and Rome enjoyed the 
blessings, and asserted the rights, of civil and re- 
ligious freedom. Their moral and political writ- 
ings might have gradually unlocked the fetters of 
Eastern despotism, diffused a liberal spirit of en- 
quiry and toleration, and encouraged the Arabian 
sages to suspect that their caliph was a tyrant and 
their prophet an impostorf . The instinct of super^ 
stition was alarmed by the introduction even of the 
abstract sciences; and the more rigid doctors of 
E 2 the 

* I have perased with much pleasure, Sir William Jones's, 
Latin Commentary on Asiatic Poetry, (London, 1774, in 
octavo,) which was composed in the youth of that wonderful 
linguist. At present, in the maturity of his taste and judgment, 
he would perhaps abate of the fervent, and even partial, praise 
which he has bestowed on the Orientals. 

t Among the Arabian philosophers, Averroes has been ac- 
cused of despising the religion of the Jews, the Christians, and 
the Mahometans, (see his article in Bayle's Dictionary.) Each 
of these sects would agree, that in two instances out of three, 
his contempt was reasonable. r^^^^J^ 
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c H A F. tHe law condemned the rash and pernicious eurio- 
Lii* sity of Almamon *. To the thirst of martyrdoQi, 
' the vision of paradise, and the belief of predestina- 
tion, we must ascribe the invincible enthusiasm 
of the prince and people. And the sword of the 
Saracens became less formidable, when their 
youth was drawn away from the camp to the col- 
lege, when the armies of the faithful presumed ta 
read and to reflect. Yet the foolish vanity of the 
Greeks was jealous of their studies, and reluc- 
tantly imparted the sacred fire to the Barbarianfs 
of the East f . 
Wars of In the bloody conflict of the Ommiades and 
Rashid* At^bassides, the Greeks had stolen the opportunity 

against Qf aveuffinff their wrongs and enlarging their 
theRo- ,. . ^ ^ M . J 1 

mans. limits. But a severe retribution was exacted by 
Mohadi, the third caliph of the new dynasty, wha 
seized in his turn the favourable opportimity, 
while a woman and a child, Irene and Gonstan- 
tine, were seated on the Byzantine throne. An 
army of ninety-five thousand Persians and Arabs 
was sent from the Ty gris to the Thracian Bosphorus,. 
under the command of Harun J, or Aaron, the 

second 



* D'Herbclot, Bibliotlicque Orientale, p.. 546. 

f QtA^iXog acroTFCf K^tvets u m* rav cvtmv yvstctfy it if rt VctfMumf 
yivog &6tvftcefyrui iKO^rcv TroiTicu ret? t$ynrt, &€• Cedrenus, p. 548. 
who relates how manfnlly the emperor refused a mathematician 
to the instances and offers of the caliph Almamon. This. ab- 
surd scruple is expressed almost in the same words by the con- 
tinuator of Theophanes, (Scriptores post Theophanem, p. 118.) 

± See the reign and character of Harun al Rashid, in the 
Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 431 — 433. .under his proper title ; 
and in the relative articles to which M. d'Herbelot refers. That 
learned collector has shewn much taste in stripping the Oriental- 
Ghronicl6s of their imtructive and amusing anecdotes. , 



A.D 

781—805 
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second son of the commander of the faithful. His c h a t>. 
encampment on the opposite heights of Chryso- lh* 
polis or Scutari, informed Irene, in her palace of ' V 
Constantinople, of the loss of her troops and 
provinces. With the consent or connivance 6£ 
their sovereign, her ministers subscribed an ignio- 
minious peace ; and the exchange oflfcome royal 
gifts could not disguise the annual tribute of (seventy 
thousand dinars of gold, which was imposed on 
the Roman etnpire. The Saracens had too rashly 
advanced into the midst of a distant and hostile 
land; their retreat was solicited by the promise of 
feithful guides and plentiful markets ; and not a 
Greek had courage to whisper, that their weary 
forces might be surrounded and destroyed in their 
necessary passage between a slippery mountain and 
the river Sangarius. Five years aftej this expe- 
dition, Harun ascended the throne of his father 
and his elder brother; the most powerful and 
vigorous monarch of his race, illustrious in the 
West, as the ally of Charlemagne, and familiar 
, to the most childish readers, as the perpetual hero 
of the Arabian tales. His title to the name of ^/ . 
Rasbid (the Just) is sullied by the extirpation of 
the generous, perhaps the innocent, Barmecides; 
yet he could listen to. the complaint of a poor 
widow who had been pillaged by his troops, and 
who dared, in a passage of the Koran, to threaten "* 

the inattentive despot with the judgment of God 
and posterity . His court was adorned with luxury 
and science; but, in a reign of three-and-twenty 
years, Harun repeatedly visited his provinces from 
E 3 Ghorasan 

• 
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Chorasan to Egypt; nine times he performed the 
pilgrimage of Mecca; eight times he invaded th^ 
territories of the Romans ; and as often as they 
dechned the payment of the tribute, they were 
taught to feel that a month of depredation was 
more costly than a year of submission. But when 
the unnatural mother of Constantine was desposed 
and banished, her successor Nicephorus refeolved 
to obliterate this badge of servitude and disgrace. 
The epistle of the emperor to the caliph was pointed 
with an allusion to the game of chess, which had 
already spread from Persia to Greece. *^ The 
** queen Qic spoke of Irene) considered you as a 
f' rook and herself as a pawn. That pusillani- 
^\ mous female submitted to pay a tribute, the 
** double of which she ought to have exacted from 
" the Barbarians. Restore therefore the fruits of 
■ * your injustice, or abide the determination of 
" the swordr" At these words the ambassadors 
cast a bundle of swords before the foot of the 
throne. The caliph smiled at the menace, and 
drawing his scymetar, samsafnaby a weapon of 
historic or fabulous renown^ he cut asunder the 
feeble arms of the Greeks, without turning the 
edge, or endangering the temper, of his blade. 
He then dictated an epistle of tremendous brevity; 
" In the name of the most merciful God, Harun 
" al Rashid,. commander of the faithful, to 
" Nicephorus, the Roman dog. I have read thy 
" letter, O thou son of an unbelieving mother, 
f* Thou shall not hear, thou shalt behold my 
f* reply." It was written in characters of blood 

and 
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and fire on the plains of Phtygia ; and the warlike chap. 
<:elerity of the Arabs could only be checked by the i-xi. 
arts of deceit and the shew of repentance. The - - - ' 
'triumphant caliph retired, after the fatigues of the 
campaign, to his favourite palace of Racca, on the 
Euphrates * ; but the distance of five hundred 
.miles, and the inclemency of the seaso^ encourag- 
ed his adversary to violate the peace. Nicephorus 
was astonished by the bold and rapid march of the 
commander of the faithful, who repassed, in the 
depth of winter, the snows of mount Taurus: His 
stratagems of policy and war were exhausted; and 
the perfidious Greek escaped with three wounds 
from a field of battle overspread with forty thou- 
sand of his subjects. Yet the emperor was ashamed . 
of submission, and the caliph was resolved on vie- , 
tory. One hundred and thirty-five thousand regu- 
lar soldiers received pay, and were inscribed in the 
military roll ; and above three hundred thousand 
persons of every denomination marched under the 
black standard of the Abbassides. They swept the 
surface of Asia Minorfar -beyond Tyanna and An- 
cyra, and invested the Pontic Heraclea f , once a 
flourishing state, now a paltry town ; at that time 

E 4 capably 

* For the situation of Racca, fhe old Nicephorimn, consiilt 
d'Anville, (I'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 24 — 27.) The Arabian 
Nights represent Harun al Rasnid as almost stationary in Bag- 
dad- He respected the royal seat of the Abbassides, but the 
vices of the inhabitants had driven him from the city, (Abulfed. 
Annal. p. 167.) 

t M. D. Toumefort, in his coasting voyage from Constanti- 
Tiople to Trebizond, passed a night at Heraclea or Eregri. His 
eye surveyed the present state, his reading collected the antiqui- 
ties of the city ; (Voyage du Levant, torn. iii. lettre xvi. p. 25 
T-35.) We have a separate History of Heraclea in the fragr 
jnents of Memnon, vs^hich are preserved by Photius. 
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CHAP, capable of sustaining in herantique walls a month's 
I.II- siege against the forces of the East. The ruin was 
T '-■ compkte, the spoil was ample ; but if Harun had 
been conversant with Grecian story, hewouldhave 
regretted the statue of Hercules, whose attributes, 
the club, the bow, the quiver, and the lion*s hide, 
were sculptured in massy gold. The progress of 
desolation by sea and land, from the Euxine to the 
isle of Cyprus, compelled the emperor Nicephorus 
to retract his haughty defiance. In the new treaty, 
the ruins of Heraclea were left for ever as a lesson 
and a trophy j and the coin of the tribute was 
marked with the image and superscription of Ha- 
run and his three sons *. Yet this plurality of 
lords might contribute to remove the dishonour of 
the Roman name. After the death of their father, 
the heirs of the caliph were involved in civil dis- 
cord, and the conqueror, the liberal Almamon, 
was sufficiently engaged in the restoration of 
domestic peace and the introduction of ^foreign 
science. 
The Arabs Under the reign of Almamon at Bagdad, of 
subdue Michael the Stammerer at Constantinople, the 
thejsie of islands of Crete f and Sicily were subdued by the 
A.D.823. Arabs. 

* The wars of Harun al Rashid against the Roman empire 
are related by Theophanes, (p.^384, 385. 391. 396. 407. 408.) 
Zonaras, (torn. ii. 1. xv. p. 115. 124.) Ccdrenus, (p. 477,478.) 
Eutychius, (Annal. torn. ii. p. 407.) EJmacin, (Hist." Saracen. 
p. 136. 151, 152.) Abulpharagius, (Dynast, p. 147. 151.) 
and Abulfeda, (p. 156. 166 — 168.). 

t The authors from whom I have learned the most of the 
ancient and modem state of Crete, are Belon, (Observations, 
&c. c. 3— 20. Paris, 1555,) Tournefort, (Voyage du Levant, 
torn. i. lettre ii. et iii.) and Meursius, (Creia, m his 'works, 

torn. 
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Arabs. The former of these conquests is dis- chap. 
dained by their awn writers, who were ignorant i-n. 
of the fame of Jupiter and M inos^ but it has not ' • ' 
been overlooked by the Byzantine historians, who . 
now begin to cast a clearer light on the afTairs 
of their own times *. A band of Andalusian vo* 
lunteers, discontented with the climate or go- 
vernment of Spain, eKplored the adventures of 
the sea ; but as they sailed in no more than ten 
or twenty gallies, their warfare must be branded 
with the name of piracy. As the subjects and 
sectaries of the whiie party, they might lawfully 
invade the dominions of the bl/wk caliphs* A 
rebellious faction introduced them into Alex- 
andria f ; they cut in pieces both friends and 
foes, pillaged the churches and the moschs, sold 
above sis thousand Christian captives, and main, 
tained their station in the capital of Egypt, till ' 
they were oppressed by the forces and the pre- 
sence 

torn. ill. p. 343-^544») Although Crete is stiled by Homer 
Ilifi^ft, by Dionysius A<ir«(ii n xtu fv/d«r««, I cannot conceive 
that mountainous island to surpass, or even to equal, in fertility 
the greater part of Spain. 

* The most authentic and circumstantial intelligence is ob-^ 
tained from: the four books of the Continuation of Theophanes, 
con^piled by the pen or the command of Constantine Porphyro- 
genitus, with the Life of his father Basil the Macedonian^ 
(Scriptores post Theophanem, p. 1—162. k Francis. Combe- 
sis, Paris, 1685.) The loss of Crete aiid Sicily is related, 1. ii« 
p. 46 — 52. To these we may add the secondary evidence of 
Joseph Genesius, (1. ii. p. 21. Venet. 1733,) George Cedre- 
nus, (Compcnd. p. 506—508.) and John Scylitzes Curopalota, 
(apud Baron. Aiuial. Eccles. A. D. 827. No. 24, &:c.) But 
the modem Greeks are such notorious plagiaries, that I should 
only q^uote a plurality of names. 

t Rehaudot'(Hist. Patriarch. Alex. p. 251—256. 268—270.) 
has described the ravages of the Andalusian Arabs in Egypt, 
but has forgot to connect them with the conquest of Crete. 
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sence of Almamon himself. From the mouthed 
the Nile to the Hellespont, the islands and sea- 
coasts, both of the Greeks and Moslenis, were 
exposed to their depredations ; they saw, they en- 
vied, they tasted, the fertility of Crete, and sooii 
returned with forty gallies to a more serious at- 
tack. The Andalusians wandered over the land 
fearless and unmolested ; but when they descend- 
ed with thfcir plunder to the sea-shore, their ves- 
sels were? in flames, and their chief, Abu Caab, coa- 
fessed himself the author of the mischief. Their 
clamours accused his madness or treachery. " Of 
** what do you complain?" replied the crafty emir. . 
^' I have Brought you to aland flowing with milk 
** and honey. Here is your true country j repbse 
•' from your toils, and forget the barren place of 
" your nativity." ^ And our wives and children?" 
" Your beauteous captives will supply the^ place 
" of your wives, and in their embraces you will 
** soon become the fathers of a new progeny." 
The first habitation was their camp, with a ditch 
and rampart, in the bay of Suda ; but an apostate 
monk led them to a more desirable position in the 
eastern parts ; and the name of Candax, their 
fortress and colony, has bqen extended to the 
whole island, under the corrupt and modem ap- 
pellation of Candi^. The hundred cities of the 
age of Minos were diminished to thirty ; and of 
these, only one, most probably Cydonia, had 
courage to retain the substance of freedom and 
the profession of Christianity. The Saracens 
<jf Crete soon repaired the loss of their navy ; 
iand the timbers of mount Ida were launched 

into 
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into the main. During an hostile period, of one chap. 
hundred , and thirty-eight years, the princes of ui. 
Constantinople attacked these licentious corsairs ' 
with fruitless curses' and ineffectual arms. 

The loss of Sicily * was occasioned by an act and of Si- 
of superstitious rigour. An amorous youth, who gjTL^Vs.* 
had stolen a nun from her cloister^ was sentenced 
by the emperor to the amputation of his tongue. 
Euphemius appealed to the reason and policy of 
the Saracens of Africa ; and soon returned with 
the Imperial purple, a fleet of one hundred ships, 
and an army of seven hundred horse and ten 
thousand foot. They lande4 at Mazara^near the 
Tuins of the ancient Selinus ; but after some partial 
victories, Syracuse f was delivered by the Greeks, 
the apostate was slain before her walls, and' his 
African friends were reduced to the necessity of 
feeding on the flesh of their own horses. In their . 
turn they were relieved by a powerful reinforce^ 
mcnt of their brethren of Andalusia ; the largest 
and western part of the island was gradually 
reduced, and the commodious harbour of Palermo 
was chosen for the seat of the naval and military 
power of the Saracens. Syracuse preserved about 

fifty 

* A>}Adff, (says the continuator of Theophanes, 1. ii. p. 51.) 

Pi X^^»q ih^tretifAm* This history of the loss of Sicily is no 
longer extant. Muratori (Annali d'ltalia, torn. vii. p. 7. 19. 21, 
&c.) has added some circumstances from the Italian chronicles, 
-f The splendid and interesting tragedy of Tancrede would 
. adapt itself much better to this epoch, than to the date, (A. D. 
1CX)5,) which Voltaire himself has chosen. But I must gently 
reproach the poet, for infusing into tjie Greek subjects the 
spirit of modern knights and ancient republicans. 
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fiUAF. fifty years the faith which she had sworn to Christ 
^^* and to Caesar. In the last and fatal siege, her 
' citizens displayed some remnant of the spirit which 
had formerly resisted the powers of Atherts and 
Carthage. They stood above twenty days against 
the battering-rams and catapulta, the mines and 
tortoises of the besiegers ; and the place might have 
been relieved, if the mariners of the Imperial fleet 
had not been detained at Constantinople in build- 
ing a church to the Virgin Mary. The deacon 
Theodosius, with the bishop and clergy, Was 
dragged in chains from the altar to Palermo, cast 
into a subterraneous dungeon, and exposed to th^ 
hourly peril of death or apostacy. His pathetic, 
and not inelegant complaint, may be read ks the 
epitaph of his country *. From the Roman con- 
quest to this final calamity,- Syracuse, now 
dwindled to the primitive isle of Ortyg-ea, had 
insensibly decUned. Yet the relics were still ^re^ 
cious ; the pkte of the cathedral weighed five 
thousand pounds of silver ; the entire spoil was 
computed at one million of pieces of gold, (about 
four hundred thousand pounds Sterling,) and the 
captives must out-number the seventeen thousand 
Christians who were trafisported from the sack of 
Tauromenium into African servitude. In Sicily 
the religion and language o£ the Greeks were 
eradicated ; and such was the docility of the 
rising generation, that fifteen thousand boys were 

circumcised 



• * The narrative or lamentation of Theodosius is transcribed 
and illustrated by Pagi, (Critica, tom. iii. p. 719, &c.) ^on- 
stantine, Porphyrogenitus, (in Vit. Basil, c. 69, 70. p. 190— 
192.) mentions the bss of Syracuse and the triumph of th<i 
demons. 
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circumcised and clothed on the same day with the chap, 
son of the Fatimite caliph. The Arabian squa- Ui« 
drons issued from the harbours of Palermo, ' ^ 
Biserta, and Tunis ; an hundred and fifty towns of 
Calabria ^nd Campania were attacked and piU 
laged ; nor could the suburbs of Rome be dcfeoded 
by the name of the Caesars and Apostles. Had 
the Mahometans been united, Italy must have 
fallen an easy and glorious accession to the empire 
of the prophet. But the caliphs of Bagdad bad 
lost their authority in the West ; the Aglabites 
and Fatimites usurped the provinces of Africa ; 
their emirs of Sicily aspire4 to independence; 
and the design of conquest and dominion was 
degraded to a repetition of predatory inroads *. 

In the sufferings of prostrate Italy, the name of invasion 
Rome awakens a solemn and mournful recol- p^Rome 

DV the 

lection. A fl^et of Saracens from the African Saracens, 
coast presumed, to enter the mouth of the Tiber, A.D.846* 
and to approach a city which even yet, in her fallen 
state, was revered as the metropolis of the Christian 
world. The gates and ramparts were guarded by 
a trembling people ; but the tombs and temples of 
St Peter and St Paul were left exposed in the 
suburbs of the Vatican and of the Ostian way. 
Their invisible sanctity had protected them against 
the Goths, the Vandals, and the Lombards ; but 

the 

* The extracts from the Arabic histories of Sicily are given 
in Abulfeda, (Annal. Moslem, p. 271 — 273.) and in Ctie first 
volume of Muratori's Scriptores Rerum Italicanim. M. de , 
Guignes, (Hist, des HunsJ torn. i. p. ^63, 364.) has addecf 
some important facts. 
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CHAP, the Arabs disdained both the gospel and the 
i-H- legend ; and their rapacious spirit was approved and 

* ' animated by the precepts of the Koran. The 
Christian idols were stripped of their costly offer- 
ings ; a silvei; altar was torn away from the shrine 
of St Peter ; and if the bodies or the buildings 
were left entire, their deliverance must be imputed 
to the haste, rather than the scruples, of the 
Saracens, In their course along the Appian way, 
they pillaged Fundi and besieged Gayeta ; but 
they had turned aside from the walls of Rome, 
and, by their divisions, the Capitol was saved' 
from the yoke of the prophet of Mecca, The 
same danger still impended on the heads of the 
Roman people; and their domestic force was 
unequal to the assault of an African emir. They 
claimed the protection of their Latin sovereign ; 
but the Carlovingian standard was overthrown by 
a detachment of the Barbarians; they meditated 
the restoration of the Greek emperors ; but the 
attempt was treasonable, and the succour remote 
and . precarious *. Their distress appeared to 
receive some aggravation from the death of their 
spiritual and temporal chief; but the pressing 
emergency superseded the forms and intrigues of 
an election ; and th6 unanimous choice of pope 
^ ' Leo 



* One of the most eminent Romans (Gratianus, magister 
militum et Romani palatii superista) was accused of declaring, 
Quia Franci nihil nobis boni faciunt, neque adjutorium praebent, 
sed magis quae' nostra sunt violenter tollunt. Quare non ad- 
vocamus Graecos, et cum eis foedus pacis componentes, Fran- 
conim regem et gentera de nostro regno et dominatione expeli- 
mus ? AnastasittS in Ijcone IV. p. 1 99. 
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Leo the fourth * was the safety of the church and chap. 
city. This pontiff was born a Roman ; the cou- ui. 
rage of the first ages of the republic glowed in his ' v » 
breast ; and, amidst the ruins of his country, he 
stood erect, like one of the firm and lofty columns 
thai rear their heads above the fragments of the 
Roman forum. The first days of his reign were 
consecrated to the purification and removal of re- 
lics, to prayers and processions, and to all th^ so- 
lemn offices of religion, which served at least to 
heal the imagination, and restore the hopes, of 
the multitude. The public defence had been long 
neglected, not from the presumption of peace, but 
from the distress and poverty of the times. As 
far as the scantiness of his means and the short- 
ness of his leisure would allow, the ancient walls 
were repaired by the command' of Leo ; fifteen 
towers, in the most accessible stations, were built 
or renewed ; two of these commanded on either 
side the Tibei*; and an iron chain was drawn a- 
cross the stream, to impede the ascent of an hostile 
navy. The Romans were assured of a short respite 
by the welcome news, that the siege of Gayeta 
had been raised, and that a part of the enemy, 
with their sacrilegious plunder, had perished in 
the waves. 

But the storm which had been delayed, soon Victory 
burst upon them with redoubled violence. The o?Leo^. 

Aglabite, A.D.849. 

* Voltaire (Hist. Generale, torn. ii. c. 38. p. 124.) appears 
to be remarkably struck with the character of pope Leo IV. I 
have borrowed his general expression ; but the sight of the fo- 
rum has furnished me with a more distinct and lively image. 
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q H A p, Aglabite*» who mgned in Afpica, had mberitcd 
ui. from his father a treasure aod an army : A fleet of 

^■^ ' ^ ' " ■* Arahs and Moors, after a short refreshment in the 
harbours of Sardinia,, cast anchor before the 
mouth of the Tiber, sixteen miles from the city ; 
and their discipline and numbers appeared to^ 
threaten, not a transient inroad, but a seriouss 
design of conquest and dominion. But the vigi^ 
lance of Leo had formed an alliance with the vas- 
sals of the Greek empire, the free and maritime 
states of Gajieta, Naples, and Amalfi ; and in the 
hour of danger, their gallics appeared in the port 
of Ostia, under the command of Caesarius^ the soa 
of the Neapolitan duke, a noble and valiant youth, 
who had already vanquished the fleets of the Sara- 
cens. With his principal companions, GaesariuSr 
was invited to the Lateran palace,*'^and the dex- 
terous pontiff affected to inquire their errand, and 
to accept, with joy and surprise, their providential 
succour. The city bands, in arms, attended their 
father to Ostia, where he reviewed and blessed his 
generous deliverers. They kissed his feet, re- 
ceived the communion with martial devotion, and 
listened to the prayer of Leo, that the same God 
who, had supported St Peter and St Paul on the 
waves of the sea, would strengthen the hands of his 
champions against the adversaries of his holy name. 
After a similar prayer, and with e^ual resolution^ 

the 

* De Guignes, Hist. Generale des Huns, torn. i. p. 363, 
364. Cardoniie, Hist, dc PAfrique et de I'Espagnc, sous la 
Domination des Arabes, torn, ii. p. 24, 25. 1 observe, and' 
cannot reconcile, the difference of these writers m the succes- 
sion of the Aglabitcs. 
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the Mosl^nsadvancedtothe attack of the Christian chap. 
gallics^ which preserved their advantageous.station i«ii« 
along the coast. The victoiy inclined to the side ^ "' 
o£ the aUies, when it was less gloriously decided 
in their favpurby a sudden tempest, which con- 
founded the skill and courage of the stoutest mari-^ 
ners. The Christians were sheltered in a friendly 
harbour, while the Africans were scattered and 
dashed in pieces among the rocks and islands of an 
hostile shore. Those who escaped from shipwreck 
and hunger, neither found nor deserved mercy at 
the hands of their implacable pursuers .* The sword , 
and the gibbet reduced the dangerous multitude 
of captives; and the remainder was more useful- 
ly employed, to restore the sacred edifices which 
they had attempted to subvert. The pontiff, at 
the head of the citizens and allies, paid his grate- 
ful devotion at the shrines of the apostles; and, 
among the spoils of this naval victory, thirteen 
Arabian bows of pure and massy silver were sus- 
pended round the altar of the fishermen of Galilee. 
The reign of Leo the fourth was employed in the 
defence and ornament of the Roman state : The 
churches were renewed and embellished; near 
four thousand pounds of silver were consecrated to 
repair the losses of St Peter ; and his sanctuary was . 

decorated with a plate of gold the weight of two 
hundred and sixteen pounds; embossed with the 
portraits of the pope and emperor, and encircled 
with a stritig of pearls. Yet this vain magnificence 
reflects less glory on the character of Leo, than 
the paternal care with which he rebuilt the walls 
of Horta and Ameria; and transported the wan- 
dering inhabitants of Centumcellse to his new 
Vol. X, F foundation 
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CHAP, foundation of Leopolis, twelve miles from the sca^- 
LH. shore *. By his liberality a colony ot Corsicans, with 
' their wives and children, was planted in the statioa 
of Porto at the mouth of the Tiber ; the falling city 
was restored for their use, the fields and vineyards 
were divided among the new settlers ; their first ef- 
forts were assisted by a gift of horses and cattle ; and 
the hardy exiles, who breathed revenge against the 
Saracens, swore to live and die under the standard 
of St Peter. The nations of the West and North, 
who visited the threshold of the apostles, had gra- 
dually formed the large and populous suburb of 
the Vatican, and their various habitations were 
distinguished, in the language of the times, as the 
schools of the Greeks and Goths, of the Lombards 
and Saxons. But this venerable spot was still 
open to sacrilegious insult; the design of inclosing 
it with walls and towers exhausted all that autho- 
rity could command, or charity would supply ; and 
the pious labour of four years was animated ii> 
every season, and at every hour,, by the presence 
of the indefatigable pontiff. The love of fame, a 
generous but worldly passion, may be detected in 
Founda- the name of the Leonine ei$y, which he bestowed 
Leonfni'* on the Vatican; yet the pride of the dedication 
city, was tempered with Christian penance and humi- 
A. .852. jj^y^ ^YiQ boundary was trod by the bishop and 
his clergy, barefoot, in sackcloth and ashes ; the 
songs of triumph were modulated to psalms and 
litanies; the walls were besprinkled with holy 
water; aijd the ceremony was concluded with a 

prayer, 

* Beretti (Chorographia Italiac Medii iEvi, p. io6. lo8.) 
has illustrated Centumcellae, Leopolis Ci vitas Leonina^ and the 
other place* ot the Roman dutchy. 
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prayer, that under the guardian care of the apostles chap. 
and the angelic host, both the old and the new ^^• 
Rome might ever be preserved^ pure, prosperous, " 
and impregnable *. 

The emperor Theophilus, son of Michael the TheAmo- 
Stammerer, was one of the most active and high- ^^^^ 
spirited princes who reigned at Constantinople Theophi- 
duringthe middle age. In offensive or defensive Metassem, 
war, he marched in person five times against the ^^ ^- ^^'^ 
Saracens, formidable in his attack, esteemed by 
the enemy in his losses and defeats. In the last of 
these expeditions he penetrated into Syria, and 
besieged the obscure town of Soxopetra ; the casual 
birth-place of the caliph Motassem, whose father 
Harun was attended in peace or war by the most 
favourite of his wives and concubines. The revolt 
of a Persian impostor employed at that moment 
the arms of the Saracen, and he could only inter- 
cede in favour of a place for which he felt and 
acknowledged some degree of filial affection. 
These solicitations determined the emperor to 
wound his pride in so sensible a part, Sozopetra 
was levelled with the ground, the Syrian prisoners 
were marked or mutilated with ignominious 
cruelty, and a thousand female captives were 
forced away from the adjacent territory. Among 
these a matron of the house of Abbas invoked, in 

Fa an 

♦The Arabs and the Greeks are alike silent concerning the 
invasion of Rome by the Africans. The Latin chronicles do 
not afford much instruction, (see the Annals of Baronius and 
Pagi.) Our authentic and contemporary guide for the Popes< of 
the ixth century is Anastasius, librarian of the Roman church. 
His Life of Leo IV. contains twenty- four pages ; (p. 175 — 199. 
edit. Paris,) and if a great part consists of superstitious trifles, 
we must blame or conmiend his hero, who was much oftcner in 
a church than in a camp. 
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G H A P. an agony of despair, the name of Motassem j and' 
I'll- the insults of the Greeks engaged the honour of 
her kinsman to avenge his indignity, and to an- 
swer her appeal. Under the reign of the twa 
elder brothers, the inheritance of the youngest had 
been confined to Anatolia, Armenia, Georgia, and 
Circassia ; this frontier station had exercised his^ 
military talents ; and among his accidental claims 
to the name of Octonary *, the most meritorious^ 
are the eight battles which he gained or fought 
against the enemies of the Koran. In this personal 
quarrel, the troops of Irak, Syria, and Egypt, 
were recruited^ from the tribes of Arabia and the 
Turkish hords : His cavalry might be numerous, 
though we should deduct some myriads from the 
hundred and thirty thousand horses of the royal 
stables ; and the expence of the armament was^ 
computed at four millions Sterling, or one hun- 
dred thousand pounds of gold. From Tarsus the 
place of assembly, the Saracens advanced in three 
divisions along the high road of Constantinople : 
Motassem himself commanded the centre, and the 
vanguard was given to his son Abbas, who, in the 
trial of the first adventures, might succeed with, 
the more glory, or fail with the least reproach. 
In the revenge of his injury, the caliph prepared 
to retaliate a similar aftront. The father of Theo- 
philus was a native of Amorium f in Phrygia ;. 

the 

* The same number was applied to the following circum- 
stance in the life of Motassem : He was the e\^h of the Abbas- 
sides ; he reigned e\^t years, eight months, and eight days j 
left 6^ sons, et^t daughters, tight thousand slaves, tight 
millions of gold. 

t Amorium is seldom pentioned by .the old geographers, and. 
totallyforgotten inthe Roman Itincrariest Afterthe vith centiu^it 
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the original seat of the Imperial house had been c h a i^. 
adorned with privileges and monuments ; and ui. 
whatever might be the indifference of the people, - 
Constantinople itself was scarcely of more value in 
the eyes of the sovereign and his court. Tlae name 
o£ JiuoKWH was inscribed on the shields of the 
Saracens ; and their three armies were again united 
^nder the walls of the devoted city. It had been 
proposed by the wisest counsellors, to evacuate 
Amorium, to remove t^e inhabitants, and to aban* 
don the empty structures to the vain resentment 
of the Barbarians. The emperor embraced the 
more generous resolution of defending, in a siege 
and battle, the country of his ancestors. When 
the armies drew near, the front of the Mahometan 
Jine appeared to a Roman eye more closely plant- 
ed with spears and javelins ; but the event of the 
action was not glorious on either side to the na- 
tional troops. The Arabs were broken, but it 
was by the swords of thirty thousand Persians, 
who had obtained service and settlement in the 
Byzantine empire. The Greeks were repulsed 
and vanquished, but it was by the arrows of the 
Turkish cavalry ; and had not their bow-strings 
been damped and relaxed by the evening rain, 
very few of the Christians could have escaped 
with the emperor from the field of battle. They 
breathed at Dorylaeum, at the distance of three 
days ; and Theophilus, reviewing his trembling 
squadrons, forgave the common flight both of the 
prince and people. After this discovery of his 
F 3 weakness^ 

laecame an episcopal see, and at leiu|th the metropolis of the 
new Galatia. (Carol. Sancto Paulo, Gcograph. Sacro, p. 234.) 
^he city rose again from its ruins, if we should read Ammuria 
not Angurta^ in the text of the Nubian geographer, pp^ajj^^ ^^ GoOglc 
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CHAP, weakness, he vainly hoped to deprecate the /ate 
Lii- of Amorium : The inexorable caliph rejected with 
Contempt his prayers and promises ; and detained 
the Roman ambassadors to be the witnesses of his 
great revenge. They had nearly been the wit- 
nesses of his shame. The vigorous assaults of 
fifty-five days were encountered by a faithful go- 
vernor, a veteran garrison, and a desperate people ; 
and the Saracens must have raised the siege if a 
domestic traitor had not pointed to the weakest 
part of the wall, a place which was decorate^ 
with the statues of a lion . and a bull. The vow 
of Motassem was accomplished with unrelenting 
rigour ; tired, rather than satiated, with destruc- 
tion, he returned to his new palace of Samara, 
in the neighbourhood of Bagdad, while the unfor- 
rz^«a^^*Theophilus implored the tardy and doubt- 
ful aid of his Western rival, the emperor of th^ 
Franks. Yet in the siege of Atnorium above 
seventy thousand Moslems had perished;, their 
loss had been revenged by the slaughter of thirty 
thousand Christians, and the sufferings of an equal 
number of captives, who were treated as the mosf 
atrocious criminals. Mutual necessity could some- 
times extort the exchange . or ransom of prisonr 
ersf J but in the national and religipus conflict of 

the 

* In the East h^ was stiled Ayrv^ns ; (Continuator Tkeo- 
phari. 1. iii. p. 84.) but such was the ignorance of the West, 
that his ambassadors, in public discourse, might boldly narrate, 
de victorits, quas adversus exteras bellando gentes coelitus fuerat 
assecutus. (Annalist. Bertinian apud Pagi, tom. iii. p. 720.) 

t Abulpharagius (Dynast, p. 167, 168.) relates one of these 
singular transactions on the bridge of the river Lamus in Cilieia, 
the limit of the two empires, and one day's journey westward of 

Tarsus, 
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the two empirqs^. peace was without confidence, chap. 
:a«id war without mercy. Quarter Was seldom lh. 
•given in the field ; those who escaped the edge of • 
the sword were condemned to hopeless servitude, 
or exquisite torture; and a GathoMc emperor re- 
lates, with visible satisfaction, the execution of 
the Saracens of Crete, who were flayed alive, or 
plunged into caldtons of boiling oil *• To a 
point of honour Motassem had sacrificed a^ourish- 
ing city, two hundred thousand lives, and tbc 
property of millions. The same caliph descended 
from his horse, and dirtied his tbht to relieve the 
distress of a decrepid old man, who, with his 
-laden ass, had tumbled into a ditch. On which 
of these actions did he reflect with the most plea- 
jsure, when he was summoned by the angel of 
death f? 

With Motassem, the eighth of the Abbassides,. Disorders 
the glory of his family and nation expired. When Turkish 
the Arabian conquerors had spread themselves guards, 
over the East, and were mingled with the servile 841—870. 
F 4 crowds ^^ ' 

Tarsus, (d'Anville, Geographic Ancienne, tom» ii. p. gi.) Four 
thousand four hundred and sixty Moslems, eight hundred women 
and children, one hundred confederates, were exchanged .for an ' 
equal number of Greeks. They passed each other in the mid- 
dle of the bridge, and when they reached their respective 
friends, they shouted Allah AcbaVy and Kyrie EUison. Many 
of the prisoners of Amorium were probably among them, but 
.in the same year, (A. H. 23 1 .) the most illustrious of them, 
;the forty-two martyrs, were beheaded by^-the caliph's order. 

* Constantin. Potphyrogenitus, in Vit. Basil. c» 61. p. i86. 
These Saracens were indeed treated with peculiar severity a^ 
pirates and renegadoes. 

t For Theophilus, Motassem, and the Amorian war, see 
the Continus^tor of Theophanes, (1. iii. p. 77 — 84.) Genesius^ 
{1. iii. p. 24 — 34.} Cedrenus, (5^28 — 532.) Elmacin, (Hist. 
Saracen, p. 180.) Abulpharagius, (Dynast, p. 165, 166.) Ab\tU 
fcda, (Annal. Moslem, p. 19J.) d'Herhebt, .(Bibliot. Oientalc, 

P- ^39, 640.) D,i,.edb.Google 
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c H A p* crowds of Persia, Syria, and Egypt, they insensi^ 
Lii. bly lost the freebom and martial virtues of the 

'■- ' desert. The courage of the South is the artii- 
cial fruit of discipline and prejudice; the active 
power of enthusiasm had decayed^ and the mer* 
cenary forces of the caliphs were recruited in those 
clirpates of the North, of which valour is the hardy 
and Spontaneous production. , Of the Turks * who 
dwelt beyond the Oxus and Jaxartes, the robust 
yo]Uth$, either taken in war, or purchased ia 
trade, w^re educated in the exercises of the fieM, 
and the profession of the Mahometan faith. The 
Turkish guards stood in arms round the throne of 
their benefactor, and their chiefs usurped the do- 
minion of the palace and the provinces. Motas* 
sem, the first author of this dangerous example, 
introduced into the capital above fifty thousand 
Turks: Their licentious conduct provoked the 
pubUc indignation, and the quarrels of the soldiers 
and people induced the caliph to retire from Bag- 
dad, and estabhsh his own residence and the camp 
of his Barbarian favourites at Samara on the 
Tigris, about twelve leagues above the city of 
, Peace f . His son Motawakkel was a jealous and 
cruel tyrant; odious to his subjects, he cast him* 

self 

* M. de Guignes, who sometimes leaps, and sometimes 
stumbles, in the gulf between Chinese and Mahonetan story, 
. thinks he can see, that these Turks are the hod-ke, alias the 
Kao-tcbc^ or ht^h-ncaggQus; that they were divided into fifteen 
hords, from China and Siberia to the dominions of the caliphs 
and Samanides, &c. (Hist, des Huns, tpm. iii^ p. i-— 33. 1 24 
* —131.) 

+ He changed the old name of Sumere, or Samara, into the 
fanciful title of Ser^men-raty that which gives pleasure at first 
sight, (d'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p, 808. d'Anvillc, 
i'Euphnte et le Tigre, p. 97, 98.) 
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self on the fidelity of the strangers, and these chap, 
^^srangers, ambitious and apprehensive, were lii- 
tempted by the rich promise of a revolution. ' •'' 
At the instigation, or at least in the cause of his 
Mm, they burst into his apartment at the hour of . > , 
supper^ and the caliph was cut into seven pieces 
by the same swords which he had recently distri- 
buted among die guards of his life and throne. 
To this throne, yet streamiijig with a father's 
blood, Montassor was triumphantly led; but in a 
mgn o£ six months, he found only the pangs of 
a guilty conscknce. If he wept at the sight of 
an old tapestry which represented the crime and 
punishment of the son of Chosroes; if his days 
were abridged by grief and remorse, we may al- 
low some pity to a parricide, who acclaimed in 
the bitterness of death, that he had lost both this 
world, and the world to come. After this act of 
treason, the ensigns of royalty, the garment and 
walking staflf of Mahomet, were given and tcMn 
away by the foreign mercenaries, who in four 
years created, deposed, and murdered three com- 
manders of the faithful. As often as the Turks 
were inflamed by fear, or rage, or avarice, these 
caliphs were dragged by the feet, exposed naked 
to the scorching sun, beaten with iron clubs, and 
compelled to purchase, by the abdication of their 
dimity, a short reprieve of inevitable fate *. At 

length, 

* Take a specimen, the death of the caliph Motaz: Correp 
turn pedibus retrahunt, et fudibus probe pernuilcant, et spolia- 
tum laceris vestibus in sole collocant, prae cujus, acerrimo aestd 
pedes alternis attollebat et demittebat. Adstantium aliquis mi- 
sero calaphos continuo ingerebat, quos ille objectis'>ianibus 

averterc 
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CHAP, loigth, however, the fury of the tempest was spttit 
lai. or diverted; the Abbassides returned to the les5 
' turbulent residence of Bagdad; the insolence of 
the Turks was curbed with a firmer and moi'e 
skilful hand, and their numbers were divided an4 
destroyed in foreign warfare. But the nations of 
the East had been taught to trample on the suc- 
cessors of the prophet; and the blessings of do- 
mestic peace were obtained by the relaxation of 
strength and discipline. So uniform are the mis- 
cliiefe of military despotism, that I seem to re- 
peat the story of the praetorians of Rome *. 
Rise and While the flame of enthusiasm was damped by 
l^o^ss the business^ the pleasure, and the knowledge, of 
Carma- the age, it burned with'concentrated heat in the 
**!?! b. breasts of the chosen few, the congenid spirits, 
«90--85L who were ambitious of reigning either in this 
world or in the next. How carefullj^ soever the 
book of prophecy had been sealed by the apostle 
of Mecca, the wishes, and (if we may profane 
the word) even the reason, of fanatiois^i, might 
believe that, after the successive missions of Adam, 
Noah; Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Mahomet, 
the same God, in the fulness of time, would rer 
Veal a stiU more perfect and permanent law. In 
the two hundred and seventy. seventh year«f the 
Hegira,. and in the* neighbourhood of Cufa, an 

Arabian 

avertere studebat Quo facto traditus tortori fait totoque 

triduo cibo potuque prohibitus Suflfocatus, &c. (Abulfeda, 

p. 206.) Of the caliph Mohtadi, he says, cervices ipsi perpeti^i^ 
jctibus contundebant, testiculosque pedibusconculcabant, (p. 208.) 
* See under the reigns of Motassem, Motawakkel, Mostari- 
ser, Mostain, Motaz, Mohtadi, and Motamed, in the Biblio- 
jthequc of d'Herbelot, and the now familiar Annals of Elmacin, 
Abulpharagius^ and Abulfeda* 
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AraUan preacher, of the name of Carmath, c h a f. 
assume^ the lofty and incomprehensible stile of bli- 
the Guide, the Director, the Demonstration, the 
Word, the Holy Ghost, the Camel, the Herald 
of the Messiah, who had conversed with him in 
a human shape^ and the representative of Moham- 
med the son of Ali, of St John the Baptist, and 
of the angel Gabriel. In his mystic volume, the 
precepts of the Koran were refined to . a more 
spiritual sense ; he relaxed the duties of ablution, 
fasd:ing, and pilgrimage; allowed the indiscri- 
minate us^ of wine and forbidden food ; and 
nourished the fervour of his disciples by the daily 
repetition of fifty prayers. The idleness and fer- 
ment of the rustic crowd awakened the attention 
of the magistrates of Cufa ; a timid persecution 
assisfee'd the progress of the new sect ; and the name 
of the prophet became more revered after his 
person had been withdrawn from the world. His 
twelve apostles dispersed themselves arhong the 
Bedoweens, " a race of men," says Abulfeda, 
" equally devoid of reason and of religion ;" and 
the success of their preaching seemed to threaten 
Arabia with a new revolution. The Carmathians 
were ripe for rebellion, ^ince they disclaimed the 
title of the house of Abbas, and abhorred the 
worldly pomp of the caliphs of Bagdad. They 
wbre susceptible of discipline, since they voWed ^ 
blind and absolute submission to their imam, who 
was called to the prophetic office by the voice of 
God and the people. Instead of the legal tithes, ' 
he claimed the fifth of their substance and spoil ; 
the most flagitious sins were no more than the type 

of 
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of disobedience ; and the brethren were united 
and concealed by an oath of secrecy. After a 
bloody conflict, they preyailed in the province of 
litary ex- Bahrein, along the Persian Gulph ; far and wide^ 
pioits, the tribes of the desert AVerc subject to the sceptre, 
A^ * 'or rather to the sword, of Abu Said and his son 
Abu Taher; and theste rebellious imams could 
muster in the field an hundred.and seven thousand 
fanatics. The mercenaries of the caliph were 
dismayed at the approach of an enemy who neither 
asked nor accepted quarter ; and the difference 
between them in fortitude and patience, is cx^ 
pressive of the change which three centuries of 
prosperity had eflfected in the character of the 
Arabians. ^Such troops were discomfited in every 
action ; the cities gf Racca and Baalbec, of Cu& 
and Bassora, were taken and pillaged ; Bagdad 
was filled with consternation; and the, caliph 
trembled behind the veils of his palace. In a dar^ 
ing inroad beyond the Tigris, Abu Taher advan«. 
jced to the gates of the capital with no more than 
five hundred horse. By the special order of 
Moctader, the bridges had been broken down, 
and the person or head of the rebel was expected 
every houx by the commander of the faithful. His 
lieutenant, from <a motive pf fear or pity, ap- 
prised Abu Taher of his danger, and recom- 
mended a speedy escape. " Your master," said the 
intrepid Carmathian to the messenger, *^ is at the 
** head of thirty thousand soldiers : Three such 
** men as these are wanting in his host :'* At the 
/lame instant, turning to three of his companions, 
be commanded the first to plunge a dagger into 

his 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN tMPISOL ff 

Ms breast, the second to leap into the Tigris, and crap* 
the third to cast himself headlong downaprecipice. z^u* 
T^bey obeyed without a murmur. " Relate " - • 
continued the imam, ** what you have seen : Be- 
•* fore the evening your general shall be chained 
•* among my dogs." Before the evening, the 
camp was surprised and the menace was executed* 
The rapine of the Carmathians was sanctified by 
their aversion to the worship of Mecca : They 
robbed a caravan of pilgrims, and twenty thousand 
devout Moslems were abandoned on the burning 
sands to a death of hunger and thirst. Another 
year they sufEbred the pilgrims to proceed without 
interruption; but, in the festival of devotion, 
Abu Taher stormed the holy city, and trampled Theyps^ 
on the most venerable relics of the Mahometan ^^^^ 
faith. Thirty thousand citizens and strangers were A. D.939^ 
put to the sword j the sacred precincts were poU 
luted by the burial of three thousand dead bodies; 
the well of Zemzem overflowed with blood ; the 
golden spout was forced from its place ; the veil 
of the Caaba was divided among these impious 
sectaries ; and the black stone, the first monument 
of the nation, was borne away in triumph to their 
capital. After this deed of sacrilege and cruelty, 
they continued to infest the confines of Irak, Syria, 
and Egypt ; but the vital principle of enthusiasm 
had withered at the root. Their scruples or their 
avarice again opened the pilgrimage of Mecca, 
and restored the black stone of the Caaba ; and 
it is needless to inquire into what factions they 
were broken, or by whose swords they were finally 
extirpated. The sect of the Carmathians may * 

be 
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be considered as the second visible cause of thcf 
decline and fall of the empire of the caliphs *. 
The third and most obvious, cause was ^he 
S^JpJo^^ weight and magnitude of the empire itself. The 
vinces, caliph Almamon might proudly assert, that it 
800^86. was easier for him to rule the East and the West, 
than to manage a chess-board of two feet square f j 
yet I suspect, that in both those games he was 
guilty of many fatal mistakes; and I perceive, that 
in the distant provinces the authority of the first 
and most powerful of the Abbassides was already 
impaired. The analogy of despotism invests the 
representative with the full majesty of the prince; 
the division and balance of powers might relax 
the habits of obedience, might encourage the 
passive subject to inquire into the origin and ad- 
ministration of civil government. He who is bom 
in the purple is seldom worthy to reign ; but the 
elevation of a private man, of a peasant perhaps, 
or a slave, affords a strong presumption of his 
comrage and capacity. The viceroy of a remote 
kingdom aspires to secure the property and inhe- 
ritance of his precarious trust ; the nations must 
rejoice in the presence of their sovereign ; and 
the command of armies and treasures are at once 

the 

* For the sect of tlie Carmathians, consult Elmacin, (Hist. 
Saracen, p. 219. 224. 229. 231. 238. 241. 243.) Abulphara* 
gius, (Dynast, p. 179 — 182.) Abulfeda, (Annal, Moslem, p. 

• 218, 219, &c. 245. 265. 274.) and d'Herbelot, (Bibliotheque 
Oricntale, p. 256---258. 63^5.) -I find some inconsistencies of 
theology and chronology, which it would not be easy nor of 

. much importance to reconcile. 

t Hyde, Syntagma Dissertat. torn. ii. p. 57. in Hist. Sha- 
hiludii. 
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the object and the instrament of his ambition, c h a Pv 
A change was scarcely visible -as long as the lii. 
lieutenants of the caliph were content with their ^ 
vicarious title ; while they solicited for themselves ^ 

or their sons a renewal of the Imperial grant, and 
still maintained on the coin, and in the public 
prayers, the name and jprerogative of* the com- 
mander of the faithful. But in the long and 
hereditary exercise of power, they assumed the 
pride and attributes of royalty; the alternative of 
peace or war, of reward or punishment, depended 
solely on their will; and the revenues of their 
government were reserved for local services or 
private magnificence. Instead of a regular sup- 
ply of men and money, the successors of the pro- 
.phet were flattered with the ostentatious gift of 
an elephant, or a cast of hawks, a suit of silk 
hangings, or some pounds of musk and amber *. 

After the revolt of Spain, from the temporal The mde* 
and spiritual supremacy of the Abbassides, the first J^ntsties* 
symptoms of disobedience broke forth in the pro- 
vince of Africa. Ibrahim, the son of Aglab, the 
lieutenant of the vigilant and rigid Harun, be- 
queathed to the dynasty of the Aglabites the in- 
heritance of his name and power. The indolence bites, ^ 
or policy of the caliphs dissen^bled the injury ^..^v^* 

800— 041 #■ 

. and 

* The dynasties of the Arabian empire may be studied jn the 
Annals of Elmacin, Abulpharagius, and Abulfeda, under the 
froper years, in the dictionary of d'Hcrbelot, under the proper 
names. The tables of M. de Guignes (Hist, des Huns, torn, i.) 
exhibit a general chronology of the East, interspersed with some^ 
historical anecdotes; but his attachment to national blood ha^ 
sometimes confounded the order of time and plage. 
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c H A p« and losSi and pursued only with poison the founder 
i^i- of the Ldrtsites *, who erected the kingdom and 
^~^7" city of Fez on the shores of the western ocean f . 
sites. In the East, the first dynasty wa& liat of the 1a^ 
829-907. ^^'^-^ Xl ^he posterity of the valiant Taher, wh<^ 
The Ta- in the civil wars of the sons of Harun* had served 
*A d' with too much xeal and success the cause of Al- 
813—872. rtiamon the younger brother. He was sent into 
\ honourable exile, to command on the banks of 
the Oxus; and the independence of his successors, 
who reigned in Chorasan till the fourth generation, 
was palliated by their modest and respectful de- 
meanour, the happiness of their subjects, and the 
security of their frontier. They were supplanted 
by one of those adventurers so frequent in the 
annals of the East, who left his trade of a brazier. 
iTie Sof- (from whence the name oiSaffaridesy for the pro^ 
^*a!^d. fusion of a robber. In a nocturnal visit to the 
wt%'^-WA. treasure of the prince of Sistan, Jacob, the son of 

Leith, 

* The Aglabites and Edrisites ^re the professed subject of 
M. de Cardonne, (Hist, de PAfrique ct de PEspagne sous la 
Domination des Arabes, torn, ii* p. 1—63.) 

t To escape the reproach of error, I must criticise the inac- 
curacies of M. de Guignes '(torn. i. p. 359.) concerning the 
Edrisites. !• The* dynasty and city of Fez could not be found- 
ed in the year of the Hegira 173, since the founder was a^ojf- 
bumous child of a descendant of Ali, who fled from Mecca in 
the year 168. 2. This founder) Edris the son of Edris, in- 
stead of living jto the improbable age of lao years, A. H. 313, 
died A. H. 214, in the prime of manhood. 3. The dynasty 
ended A. H. 307, twenty-three years sooner than it is fixed by 
the historian of the Huns. See the accurate Annals of Abul* 
feda, p. 158, 159. 185. 238. 

t The dynasties of the Taherites and Soifarides, with the rise 
of that of the SamanidfijJ, arc described in the original .history 
and Latin version of Mircnond: Yet the most interesting facts 
had already been drained by the diligence of M, d'Herbelot. 
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Leith, stumbled over a lump of salt, whidh he c h a p. 
unwarily tasted with- his tongue. Salt, among tlie ^i* 
Orientals, is the symbol of hospitality, and the ' 
pious robber immediately retired without spoil or 
damage. The discovety of this honourable be- 
haviour recommended Jacob to pardon and trust ; 
he led an army at first for his benefactor, at last 
for himself, subdued Persia, and threatened the 
residence of the Abbassides. On his march to- 
wards Bagdad, the ' conqueror was arrested hy a 
fever. He gave audience in bed to the ambassador 
of the caliph; and beside him on a table were ex- 
posed a naked scymetar, a crust of brown bread, 
and a bunch of onions. " If I die,*^ said he, 
" your master is delivered from his fears. If I ; 
** live, this must determine between us. If I am 
*♦ vanquished, I can return without reluctance 
" to the homely fare of my youth.*' From the 
height where he stood, the descent would not 
have been so soft or harmless: A timely death se- 
cured his own repose and that of the caliph, who * 
paid with the most lavish concessions the retreat of 
his brother Amrou to the palaces of Shiraz and 
Ispahan. The Abbassides were too feeble to 
contend, too proud to forgive : They invited the 
powerful dynasty of the Samanides^ who passed ^he Sa- 
the Oxus with ten thousafid horse, so poor, that manides, 
their stirrups were of wood ; so brave, that they 874—909. 
vanquished the Soffarian army, eight times more 
numerous than their own. The captive Amrou 
was sent in chains, a grateful offering to the court . 
of Bagdad ; and as the victor was content .with 
the inheritance of Transoxiana and Ghorasan, the 
Vol. X. G realms 
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en A Pi realms of Fetsia i^ieturned for a while to th^aU 
in. legiance of the caliphs. The prorinces of Syria 
* ^ an<J Egypt were twice dismenfbered by theit 
Tou- Turkish slaves, of the race of Toarfwand/^j^irf*. 
lonides, These Barbarians, in reli^on and manners the 
86S^«. eountrymen of Mahomet, emerged from the 
The Ik- bloody factions of the palace to a provincial com- 
^ a!o!' mand and* an independent throne: Their names 
934—968. became famous and formidable in their time ; but 
the founders of these two potent dynasties con- 
fessed, cither in words or actions, the .vanity of 
ambition. The first on his death-bed implored 
the mercy of- God to a sinner, ignorant of the 
limits of his own power : The second, in the midst 
of four hundred thousand soldiers, and eight 
thousand slaves, concealed from every human eye- 
the chamber where he attempted to sleep. Their 
sons were educated in the vices of kings; and 
both tgypt andSy ria were recovered and possessed 
by the Abbassides during an interval of thirty 
years. In the decline of their empire, Mesopota- 
mia, with the importantcitiesof Mosul and Aleppo, 
was occupied by the Arabian princes of the tribe 
The Ha- of HamodaTU The poets of their court could re- 
lt(M,* ' peat without a blush, that nature had formed 
^looi^ their countenances for beauty, their tongues for 
. eloquence, and their hands for liberality and va- 
lour : But the genuine tale of the elevation and 
reign of the Hamadanites^ exhibits a scene of 
treachery, murder, and parricide. At the same 

fatal 

» H. dc GuJgnfis (Hist, dcs Huns, torn. iii. p. 124 — 154.) 
has eihausted the Toulonides and Ikshidites of Egypt, and 
thiown some light on the Cannathians and Hamadanites. 
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fatal fiectod, the Persian kingdom ws^ again c h a p. 
usurped by Ihe^ dynasty of the Bowides^ by the lii- 
sword of three brothers, who, under various "- 
names, were stiled the support and columns of the wides, 
itote, and who, from the Caspian sea to the ocean, f I^^^^ 
woidd suffer no tyrants but themselves.' Under 
their reign, the language and genius of Persia re- 
vived, and the Arabs, three hundred and four 
years after the death of Mahomet, were deprived 
of the sceptre of the East. 

Rahdi, the twentieth of the Abbassides, and the Fallen • 
thirty-ninth of the successors of Mahomet, was the ca- 
thc last who deserved the* title of commander of gP^^f 
the faithful*: The last (says Abulfed^) who a/d/ 
spoke to the people^ or conversed with the learn- ^^' *^' 
ed ; the last, who, in the expence of his house- 
hold, represented the wealth and magnificence of 
the ancient caliphs. After him, the lords of the 
Eastern world were reduced to the most abject ' 
misery, and exposed to the blows and insults of a 
servile condition. The revolt of the provinces 
circumscribed their dominions within the walls of 
Bagdad ; but that capital still contained an in- 
G 2 numerable 

* Hrc est ultimns chalifah qui multutn atque ssepius pro 
concione perorarit .... Fuit etiam ultimiis qui otium cum 
cruditis et fecetis hominibus fallere hilai'iterque agere soleret. 
Ultimas tandem chalifarum cui sumtus, stipendta, reditus, et 
thesauri, culinas, cacteraque omnis aulica pompa priornm chali* 
£anim ad instar comparata fuerint. Vtdebimus enim paullb post 
quam- indignis et servilibns ladibriie exagitati, quam ad humi- 
lem fortunam ultimumque c(mtemptum abjecti fuerint hi quon- 
dam ^poteatissimi totios terrarom Orientalium orbis domini. 
Abnlfed. Annal. Moslem, p. a6i. I have given this passage 
ad the manner attd tone of Abulfeda, but th6 «dst bf Latin elo- 
quence belongs more properly to Reiskc. * Thb Acabian his- 
torian (p. 255. 257. 261—269. 283, &c.) has supplied me with 
the most interesting facts of this paragraph. 
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numerable multitude, vain of their past fortune,, 
discontented with their present state, andoppressed 
by the demands of a treasury which had formerly 
been replenished by the spoil and tributie of na- 
tions. Their idleness was exercised by faction 
and controversy. Under the mask of piety, the ri- 
gid followers of Hanbal * invaded the pleasures 
of domestic life, burst into the bouses of plebeians 
and princes, spilt the wine, broke the instruments,, 
beat the musicians, and dishonoured, with infa- 
mous suspicions, the associates of every handsome 
youth. In each profession, which allowed room 
for two persons, the one was a votary, the other an 
antagonist, of Ali ; and the Abbassides were awa- 
kened by the clamorous grief of the sectaries, who 
denied their title and cursed their progenitors. A 
turbulent people could only be repressed by a min. 
Ikary fofce ; but who could satisfy the avarice or 
assert the discipline of the mercenaries themselves? 
The African and the Turkish guards drew their 
swords against each other, and the chief com- 
manders, the emirs al Omra f , imprisoned or de- 
posed their sovereigns, and violated the sanctuary 

of 

* Their master, on a similar occasion, shewed himself of a 
more indulgent and tolerating spirit. Ahmed Ebn Hanbal, the 
head of one of the fotor orthodox sects, was born at Bagdad 
A. H. 164, and died there A. H. »4i. He fought and suf- 
fered in the dispute concerning the creation of the Koran. 

t The office of vizir was superseded by the emir al Omrayr 
Imperatpr Imperatorum, a tide first instituted by Rahdi, and 
which merged at length in the Bowides and Seljukides j vecti- 
galibus, et tributis et curiis per omnes regiones praefecit, jussit- 
que in omnibus suggestis nominis ejus in concionibus mentio- 
nem fieri, (Abulpharagius, Dynast, p. 1 99.) it is likewise mcor 
tiioned by Elmacin, (p. 254, 255.) 
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•of the mosch and haran. . If the caliphs escaj)ed c h a b. 
to the camp or court of any neighbouring prince, i*"- 
their deliverance was a change of sei^tude, till 
they were prompted by despair to invite the 
Bowides, the sultans of Persia, who silenced the 
factions of Bagdad by their irresistible arms. The 
civil and military powers were assumed by 
M ^exaldowlat, the second of the three brothers, 
and a stipend of sixty thousand pounds Sterling 
was assigned by his generosity for the private ex- 
pence of the commander of the faithful. But on 
the fortieth day, at the audience of the ambassadors 
of Chorasan, and in the presence of a trembling 
multitude, th^ caliph was dragged from his throne' 
to a dungeon, by the command of the stranger, 
and the rude hands of his Dilemites. His palace 
was pillaged, his eyes were put out, and the mean 
ambition of the Abbassides aspired to the vacant 
station of danger and disgrace. In the school of 
adversity, the luxurious caliphs resumed the grave 
and abstemious virtues of the primitive times. 
Despoiled of their armour and silken robes, they 
fasted, they prayed, they studied the Koran and 
the tradition of the Sonnites; they performed with 
zeal and knowledge, the functions of their eccle- 
siastical character. The respeot of nations still 
waited on the successors of the apostle, the oracles 
of the law and conscience of the faithful ;. and the 
weakness or division of their tyrants sometimes 
estored the Abbassides to the sovereignty of Bagh- 
dad. But their misfortunes had been embitterecj 
by the triumph of the Fatimites, the real or 
G 3 spurious 
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c H A F. spurious progeny of AJi. Arising from the ex- 
I'M, tremity of Africa, these successful rivals extin-^ 
^-"'- ' '-^' guished in Egypt and Syria, both the spiritual 
and temporal authority of the Abbassides; and the 
monarch of the Nile insulted the humble pontiff 
on the banks of the Tigris., 
Enter- In the declining age of the caliphs, in the cen* 

Sfthe ^^^y wh^^^ elapsed after the war of Theophilus 
Greeks, and Motassem, the hostile transactions of the two 
A. .960. jj^j-j^jjg ^gy^ confined to some inroads by sea and 
land, the fruits of their close vicinity and indd^ 
lible hatred. But when the Eastern world was 
(Convulsed and broken, the Greeks were roused 
from their lethargy by the hopes of conquest and 
revenge. The Byzantine empire, since the ac* 
cession of the Basilian race, had reposed in peace 
and dignity ; and they might encounter with thdr 
entire strength the front of some petty emir, whose 
rear was assaulted and threatened by his national 
foes of the Mahometan faith. The lofty title's of 
the morning star, and the death of the Sara- 
, cens*, were applied in the public acclamations^ 
to Nicephorus Phocas, a prince as renowned in 
Reduction the camp as he was unpopular ill the city. In tlie 
^^^^' sqbordinate station of great domestic, or general 
of the East, he reduced the island of Crete, and, 
extirpated the nest of pirates who had so long de- 
fied. 



* liiutprand, whose choleric temper was efnbiltMed by hi^ 
uneasy situation suggests the names of reproach and contempt* 
inore applicable to Nicephorus than tbe vain tkles of the 
Greeks, Ecce vcnit Stella malutina. surgit Fous, revert)erat ob* 
tut4 soUs radios, pallida Saracenorum mors, Nicephorus^i>«>F, 
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Bc4, wiUi immmi^y^ the majesty of the empire *. g h a p* 
His iiuHtftry gcni«s w?is displayed in the' conduct in. ' ' 
and 3ucces8 of Ihc cnt^i;ppse^ which had so often '"^'""^ 
failed with loss Jtnd . dishonour. The Saracens 
were qonfoimded by the landing, of his troops on 
safe and kvel bridges, which he cast ffom the 
vessels to the shore. Seven months were con* 
somed in the siege of Candia; the despair of the 
native Cretans was stimulated by the frequent aid 
of their brethren of Ajfrica and Spain; and, ftfter 
the massy wall and double, ditch had been stcnmed 
Ibj the Gredb, an hopeless ecmfiict was still main^ 
tained i;n the streets and houses of the city. The 
whole island was subdued in the capital, and a 
submissive people accepted, without resistance, the 
baptism of the conqueror f . Constantinople ap^ 
plauded the long-forgotten pomp of a triumph; 
but the iipperial diadem was the sole reward that 
could repay the services, or satisfy the ambition, 
«f Nicephonis. 

After the death of the younger Romanus^ the 7he SasN 
&urth in lineal descent of the Basilian race, his ^s^s^'f 

G 4 widow ^"cepho: 



rus. 



* Notwithstanding the insinuations of Zonara^, km u f^ &c. 
^tom. ii. 1. xvi. p. 197.) it is an undoubted fact, that Crete was 
completely and laally subdued by Nioej^oms Phocas, (Pagi, 
Critica, torn. iii. p. 873 — 875, Meursius, Creta, 1. iii. c. 7. 
torn. iii. p. 464, 465.} 

t A Greek life of St Nicon, the Araacnian, was found in the 
Sforza library, and translated into Latin by the Jesuit Siraiond 
for the 1^ of cardinal Baro^ius. This contemporary legend 
fOasts a rayof light on Crete aridPelcponnesus in the tenth century. 
He fettnd the newly recovered island, focdrs detestandi* Agare- 
aorum superstitionts vestigiis adhuc plenam ae refertam . . . ^ 
bnt the victorious missionary, perhaps with same carnal aid. ad 
baptismum omnes verseque iidei disciplinam ]>epulit. Ecclesiis 
j>er totam insulam a^ificatis, &c. (Annal. Eccles. A. D. 961.) 
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CHAP, widow Theophania successively itiamed Nicepho-* 
LH. rus Phocas and his assassin John Zimisccjs, the two 
'- ' heroes of the age. They reigned a3 the guardians 
and John and colleagues of her infant sons; and the twelve 
^T! d!^' years of their military command form-'the most 
909-^75. splendid period of the Byzantine annals. The 
subjects and confederates, whom they led to war, 
appeared, at least in the eyes of an enemy, two 
hundred thousand strong; and of these about 
thirty thousand were armed with cuirasses*: A 
train of four thousand miiles attended their march; 
and their evening camp was regularly fortified 
with an inclosure of iron spikes. A series of 
bloody and undecisive combats is nothing more 
than an anticipation of what would have been 
effected in a few years by the course of nature; 
but I shall briefly prosecute the conquests of the 
two emperors from the hills of Cappadocia 16 the 
desert of Bagdad. The sieges of Mopsuestia and 
Tarsus in Cilicia first exercised the skill and per- 
Conquast severance of their troops, on whom, at this mo- 
of Cihcia. jj^gnt, I shall not hesitate to bestow, the name 
of Romans. In the double city of Mopsue'btia, 
which is divided by the river Sarus, two hun- 
dred thousand Moslems were predestined to death 
or slavery f , jsl surprising degree of population, 

which 

' * Elmacin, Hist. Saracen, p. 278, 279. * Liutprand was dis- 
posed 10 depreciate the Greek power, yet he owns that Nicepho- 
rus led against Assyria an army of eighty thousand men. 

t Ducenta fere millia hominum numerabat urbs (Abulfeda, 
Annai. Moslem, p. 231*) of Mopsuestia, or Mahfa, Mampbyiita, 

Mansista, 
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which must at least include the inhabitants of the chap. 
dependent districts. They were surrounded and lii. 
taken by assault; but Tarsus was reduced 'by the » ^^' 
slow progress of famine ; and no sooner had the 
Saracens yielded on honourable terms, than they 
-were mortified by the distant and unprofitable 
view of the naval succours of Egypt. They were 
dismissed with a safe-conduct to the confines of 
Syria; a part of the old Christians had quietly 
Bved under their dominion ; and the vacant ha- 
bitations were replenished by a new colony. But 
the mosch. was converted into a stable ; the pulpit 
tvas delivered to the flames; many rich crosses of 
gold land gems, the spoils of Asiatic churches, 
were made a grateful offering to the piety or 
avarice of the emperor; and he transported the 
gate^ of Mopsuestia and Tarsus, which were fixed 
Mthe wall of* Constantinople, an eternal monu-. 
. ment of his victory. After they had forced and invasion 
secured the narrow passes of mount Amanus, the °^Syna. 
two Roman princes repeatedly carried their arms 
into the heart of Syria. Yet, instead of assaulting 
the walls of Antioch, the humanity or superstition 
of Nicephorus appeared to respect the ancient me- 
tropolis of the East: He contented himself with 
drawing round the city a line of circumvallation ; 
left a stationary army ; and instructed his lieute- 
nant to expect, without impatience, the return of 

spring. 

Mansista, Mamista, as it is corruptly, or perliaps more correctly 
stiled in the middle ages. (Wesselkig, Itinerar. p. 580.) Yet 
I cannot credit this extreme populousness a few years after the 
testimony of the emperor Leo, 9 ytc^ ^oAvttXu^m ^^»rit Td<$ JUtXi^s 
fix^fix^aq ir*F. (Tactica, c.xviii, in Meursii O^cr. torn. vf. p. 81 7O 
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CHAP. Spring, But in the depth of winter, in a dark and, 
LU* rainy night, an adventurous subaltern, with three 
'^' ' hundred soldiers, approached thenimpart, s^pHed/ 
his scaling-ladders, occupied two adjacent towers, 
stood firm against the pressure of mullitades, and 
bravely maintained his post till he was relieved 
by the tardy, though eSectual, support of his re- 
Recovery luctant chief. The first tumult of slaughter and 
tioch! rapine subsided; the reign of Caesar and of Chiist 
w&s restored; and the efforts of an hundred 
thousand Saracens, of the armies of Syria and the 
fleets of Afric, were consumed without effect 
before the walk of Antioch. The royal city of 
Aleppo was Subject to Seifeddowlat, of the dynasty 
of Hamadan, who clouded his past glory by the 
precipitate retreat which abandoned his king^ 
dom and capital to the Roman ipvaders. In his 
stalely palace, thjit stood without the wjdls of 
Aleppo, they joyfully seized a well-fumisheima*j 
gazine of arms, a stable of fourteipa hundred 
mules, and three hundred bags of siiver and gold- 
But the walls ofthe city withstood the strokes o£ 
their battering-rams; and the besiegers pitched 
their tents on ' the neighbouring mountain of 
Jausha^t, Their retrefet exasperated the quarrel 
of the townsmen and mercenaries; the guard of 
the gates andramparts was deserted; and, while 
they ftniously charged each other in the market- 
place, they were surprised and destroyed by the 
sword of a common enemy. The male sex was 
exterminated by the sword; ten thousand youths 
were led into captivity; the weight of the precious 
spoil exceeded the strength and number of the 

beasts 
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l>ea$ts of burthen ; the superfluous remainder was chap, 
burnt i and, after a licentious possession of ten uh 
dskySy the Romans marched away from the naked ^ ^ - ^ 
and bleeding city. In their Syrian inroads they 
coonuanded the husbandmen to cultivate their 
lands, that they thefnselves, in the ensuing season, 
might reap the benefit : More than an hundred 
cities were reduced to obedience ; and eighteen 
pulpits of the principal moschs were committed 
to the flames^ to expiate the sacrilege of the dis* 
ciples of Mahomet. The classic names of Hiera- 
polis^ Apamea, and £mesa, revive for a moment 
in the Ust of conqtiiest: The emperor Zimisces en^. 
camped in the Paradise of Damascus, and accepted 
the ransom of a submissive people ^ and the tor* 
rent was only stopped by the impregnable f(»tress 
of Tripoli, ,op the sea-coast of Phoenicia. Since Passageot 
the days of Heraclius, the Euphrates, below the pt^at^. 
passage c^ mount Taurus, had been impervious^ 
and almost invisible, to the Greeks. The river 
yielded a free passage to the victorious Zimisces; 
and the historian may imitate the speed with which 
he overran the once famous cities of Samosata, 
£deasa, Martyropolis, Amida ^, and Nisibis^ the 
ancient limit of the empire in the neighbour- 
hood of the Tigris. His ardour was quickened 
by the desire of grasping the virgin treasures of 

Ecbatanai 

* The text of Leo the deacon, in the corrupt names d 
Emeta and Myctarsim, reveals the cities of Amida and Mar- 
tyropolis, (Miiarekin. Sec Abulfeda, Gcograph. p. 94c. vers. 
Keiske.) Of the former, Leo observes, urbs munita et illustris ; 
of the latter, clara atque conspicua opibusque et pecore, rclfqui§ 
ejus provinciis urbibus atque oppidis longe prapstans. 
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Ecbatana *, a well-known name, under which 
the Byzantine writer has concealed the capital of 
the Abbassides. The consternation of the fugi-% 
lives had already diffused the terror of his name ; 
but the fancied riches of Bagdad had already been 
dissipated by the avarice and prodigality of do- 
Danger mestic tyrants. The prayers of the people, and 
2^^" the stern demands of the lieutenant of the Bowides, 
required the caliph to provide for the defence of 
the city. The helpless Mothi replied, that his 
arms, his revenues, and his provinces, had been 
torn from his hands^ and that he was ready to 
abdicate a dignity which he was unable to support. 
The emir was inexorable ; the furniture of the 
' palace was sold ; and the paltry price of forty 
thousand pieces of gold was instantly consumed 
in private luxury. B ut the apprehensions of Bag- 
dad were relieved by the retreat of the Greeks ; 
thirst and hunger jguarded the desert of Mesopo- 
tamia ; and tlie emperor, satiated with glory, and 
laden with Oriental spoils, returned to Constant!- 
nople, and displayed, in his triumph, the silk* the 
aromatics, and ihree hundred myriads of gold and 
silver. Yet the powers of the East had been bent, 
jiot broken, by this transient hurricane. After 

the 

* Ut et Ecbatana pcrgeret Agarcnorumque regiam everteret 
«... aiunt enim urbmm qu£ usquam sunt ac toto orbe exis- 
lunt felicissimam esse auroque ditissimam, (Leo Diacon. apud 
jpagium, torn. vr. p. 34.) This splendid description suits only 
with Bagdad, and cannot pos&ibly apply either to Hamada, the 
true Ecbatana, (d'Aiiville, Geog. Ancicnne, torn. ii. p. 237.) 
X)r Tauris, which has been commonly mistaken for that city. 
The name of Ecbatana, in the same indefinite sense, is trans- 
ferred by -a more chsstc authority (Cicero pro Lege Manilik^ c. 
4.) to the royal seat of Mithhdates, king of Pontus« 
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the departure of the Greeks, the fugitive princes c h a p» 
returned tb their capitals ; the subjects disclaimed lu. 
their involuntary oaths of allegiance ; the Mos- ' 
lems again purified their temples, and overturned 
the idols of the saints and martyrs; the Nestorians 
and Jacobites preferred a Saracen to an orthodox 
master; and the numbers and spirit of the Mel- 
chites were inadequate to the support of the 
church and state. Of these extensive conquests, 
Antioch, with the cities ofCilicia and the isle of 
Cyprus, was alone restored, a permanent and 
useful accession to the Roman empire *. 

* See the Annals of Elmacin, Abulpharagius, and Abulfeda, 
from A. H. 351, lo A. H. 361 ; and the reigns of Nice{^ra& 
Phocas and John Zimisces, in the Chronicles of Zonaras, (torn, 
ii; 1. xyi. p. 199. L xvii. ^^15.) and Cedrenus, (Compend. p. 
64^—684.) iSieir manifold detects are partly supplied by the 
MS. history of Leo the deacon, which Pagi obtained from the 
Benedictines, and has inserted almost entire^ in aLatinversion, 
(Critica, torn. iii. p. 873. torn, iv. p. 37.) 
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CHAP. LIB. 

State of the Eastern Empire in the ^enth Century. , 
— Extent and Division. — Wealth and Revenue. 
— Palace of Constantinople. — Titles and Of^ 
fees — Pride and Power of the Emperors* — 
Tactics of the Greeks, Arabs, and Franks. — 
Loss of the Latin Tongue. — Studies and Solitude 
of the Greeks. 

A RAY of historic light seems to beam from 
the darkness of the tenth century. Wc 
open with curiosity and respect the royal volumes 
of the of Constantine Porphyrogenitus *; which he com- 
posed, at a mature age, for the instruction of his 
son, and which promise to unfold the state of the 
Eastern empire, both in peace and war, both at 
Constan- home and abroad. In the first of these works he 
phyroge- ^linutely describes the pompous ceremonies of 
nitus. the church and palace of Constantinople, accord- 
ing to his own practice and that of his prede- 
cessors f . In the second he attempts an accurate 

survey 

* The epithet of no/^vgoyfwjTdf , Porphyrogenitus, born in 
the purple, is elegantly defined by Claudian : 
Ardua privatos nescit fortuna Penates ; 
Et regnum cum luce dedit. Cognata potestas 
Excepit Tyrio venerabile pignus in ostro. 
And Ducange, in his Greek and Latin Glossaries, produces 
many passages expressive of the same idea. 

t A splendid MS. of Constantine, de Ceremoniis Aulas et 
Eccleside Byzantinas, wandered horn. Constantinople to Buda, 
Frankfort^ and Leipsic, where it was published in a splendid 
edition by Leich and Reiske, (A.D, 1 751, in folio,) with such 



Memorials 



<;reek 

empire. 



Works of* 



Digitized 



bi^Google 



* OP vttB wimxtt(MsspntE. ^ 

' curate survey of the provinces, the themes^ as they c h a ?• 
were then dencmiinated, both of Europe and Asia *. x-ni* 
The system of Roman tactics, the discipline and 
order of the troops, and the military operations 
by land and sea, are explained in the third of 
these didactic collections, which may be ascribed 
to Constantine or his father Leo f . In the fourth, 
of the administration of the empire, he reveals the 
secrets of the Byzantine policy, in friendly or 
hostile intercourse with the nations of the earthy 
The literary labours of the age, the practical sys- 
tems of law, agriculture, and history, might re- 

« dound to the benefit of the subject and the honour 
ef the Macedonian princes. The sixty books of 
thcBojilicjXf the code and pandects of civil juris- 

*' . ' '.r prudence, 

slavbh praise as editors never fail to bestow on the worthy or 
worthless object of their toil. 

* See, in the first volume of Bandari's Imperium Orientale^ 

^. Consjtfintimus de Theraatihos, p. i — 24, de Administmndo Inw 

perio, p. 45 — 127. edit. Vcnet. The text of the old edition rf 

*•' Meursius is corrected feoln a MS. of the ropl library of Paris, 

. which Isaac Causabon had formerly seen, (Epist ad Polybiom,. 

Sio.) and the sense is illustrated by two maps of William 
eslisle, the prince of geographers,' till the appearance of the 
. greater d'Anville. ^ 

. t The tactics of Leo and Constantino are published with the 
aid of some new MSS. in the great edition of the works of 
Meursius, by the learned John Lami, (torn, vi* p* 53i-<^20» 
1211 — 1417. Florent. 1745.) yet the text is still corrupt and 
mutilated, the version is still obscure and faulty. The Imperial 
library of Vienna would afibrd some valuable materials to a new 
editor. (Fabric. Bibliot. Grsc. torn. vi. p. 369, 370.) 

J On the subject of the Basilics, Fabricius, (Bibliot. Grraec* 
torn. xii. p. 425 — 514.) and Heineccius, (Hist. Juris Romani, 
p. 396 — 399.) and Giannone, (Istona civile di Napoti, torn. i. 
p. 450—458.) as historical civilians, may be usefully consulted. 
, Forty^ne books of this*Greek code have been published, with 
a Latin version, by Charles Annibal Fabrottns, (Paris 1647.) 

iiv 
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prudence, were gradually framed m the three first 
reigns of that prosperous dynasty. The art of 
agriculture had amused the* leisure, and exercised 
the pens, of the best and wisest of the ancients; 
and their chosen precepts are comprised in the 
tweilty books of the Geoponics * of Constantine. 
At his command, the historical examples of vice 
arid virtue were methodised in fifty-three books f , 
atid every citizen might apply, to his contempora- 
ries or himself, the lesson or the warning of past 
times. From the august character of a legislator, 
the sovereign of the East descends to the more 
humble office of a teacher and a scribe ; and if 
his sucQessors and subjects were regardless of his 
paternal cares, we may inherit and . enjoy the 
everlasting legacy, 
Tbeir im- A closer survey will indeed reduce the value of 
^^^" the gift, and the gratitude of posterity: In the 
possession of these Imperial treasures, we may still 
deplore our poverty and ignorance; and the fading 
glories of their authors will be obliterated by in- 
difference 

in seven volumes in folio; fonr other books have since been 
discovered, and are inserted in Gerard Meerman's Novus The- 
saiirus Juris Civ. et Canon, torn. v. Of the whole work, the 
sixty books,. John Leunclayius has printed (Basil 1575) an 
eclogue or synopsis. The 113 novels, or new laws, of Leo, 
may be found in the Corpus Juris Civilis. 

* I have used the last and best edition of the Geoponics, (by 

* Nicolas Niclas, Leipsic 17 81, ^ vols', in octavo.) I read in the 

preface, that the same emperor restored the long forgotten 

' systems of rhetoric and philosophy ; and his two books ot //«^- 

piatrica^ or Horse-physic, were published at Paris, 1530, in 

folio, (Fabric. Bibliot. Graec. torn. vi. p. 493 — 500.) 

t Of these 53 books, or titles, only two have. been preserved 
and printed, de Legationibus, (by Fulvius Ursinus, Antwerp 
1582, and Daiuel Haefchelius, August. Vindel. 1603,) and de 
Virtutibus et Vitus, (by Henry Valesius, or de Valois, Paris 
J634.) 
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difference or contempt. The Basilics will sink ta 
a broken copy, a partial and mutilated versioa in 
the Greek language, of the laws of Justinian ; but 
the sense of the old civilians is often superseded by 
the influence of bigotry; and the absolute prohi- 
bition of divorce, conpubinage, and interest for 
money, enslaves the freedom of trade and the hap- 
piness of private life. In the historical book, a 
subject of Cpnstantine might admire the inimitable 
virtues of Greece and Rome ; he might learn to 
what a pitch of energy and elevation the human 
character had formerly aspired. But a contrary 
effect must have been produced by a new edition 
of the lives of the saints, which the great logothete, 
or chancellor of the empire, was directed to pre- 
pare ; and the dark fund of superstition was en- 
riched by the fabulous and florid legends of Simon 
the Metaphrast *. The merits and miracles of the 
whole calender are of less account in the eyes of 
a sage, than the toil of a single husbandman, who 
multiplies the gifts of the Creator, and supplies the 
food of his brethren. Yet the royal authors of 
the Geop^mics were more seriously employed in ex- 
poimding the precepts of the destroying art, which 
has been taught since the days of Xenophonf , as 
Vol. X. H the 



* The life and writings of Simon Metaphrastes are described 
by Hankius, (de Scriptoribus Byzant. p. 418 — ^460.) This 
biographer of the saints indulged himself in a loose paraphrase 
of the sense or npnsense of more ancient acts. His Greek 
thetoric is again paraphrased in the Latin version of Surius, and 
scarcely a thread can be now visible of the original texture. 

t According to the first book of the Cyropaedia, professors of 
tactics, a small part of the science of war, were already institut- 
ed in Persia, by which Greece must be understood. A good 

edition 
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c H A 1*. the art of heroes dnd kings. But the Tactics of 
iail. Leo and Constantine are mingled with the baser 
alloy of the age in which they lived. It was desti- 
tute of original genius; they implicitly transcribe 
the rules and maxims which had been confirmed 
by victories. It was unskilled in the propriety of 
stile and method; they blindly confound the most 
distant and discordant institutions, the phalanx of 
Sparta and^that of Macedon, the legions of Cato 
and Trajan, of Augustus and Theodosius. Even 
the use, or at least the importance, of these mili- 
tary rudiments, may be fairly questioned : Their 
.general theory is dictated by reason ; but the merit, 
as well as difficulty, consists in the application, 
The discipline of a soldier is formed by exercise 
rather than by study ; the talents of a commander 
are appropriated to those calm though rapid 
minds,. which nature produces to decide the fate 
of armies and nations : The former is the habit of 
a life, the latter the glance of a moment ; and the 
battles won by lessons of tactics may be numbered 
with the epic poems created from the rules of cri- 
ticism. The book of ceremonies is a recital, tedi- 
ous yet imperfect, of the despicable pageantry 
which had infected the church and staite since the 
gradual decay of the purity of the oqe and the 
power of the other. A review of the themes 
or provinces might promise such authentic and 
useful information, as the curiosity of govern- 
ment only can obtain, instead of traditionary fa- 
bles 

edition of all the Sctiptorea Tactici would be a task not un- 
worthy of a scholar. His industry might discover some new 
MSS. and his ieaming might illustrate the military histcwry of 
the ancients. But this scholar should be likewise a soldier;. 
and, alas ! Qnintus Icilius is bo more. ^,^.,,^^^ ^^ Googk 
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bies on the origin of the cities, and maliciotis epii c rf a f, 
gtams on the vices of their inhabitants *. Such ttti. 
information the historian would have been pleased ' 
to record; nor should his sflence be condemned if 
the most interesting objects, the population of the 
capital and provinces, the amount of the taxes and . 
revenues, the numbers of subjects and strangers 
who served undet the lAiperial standard, have 
been unnoticed by Leo the philosopher, and his 
son Constantine. His treatise of the public admi- 
nistration is stained with the same blemishes; yet 
it is discriminated by peculiar merit; the antiqui- 
ties of the nations may be doubtful or fabulous ; 
but the geography and manners of the Barbaric 
World are delineated with curious accuracy. Of Embassy 
these nations, the Franks alone were qualified to prand^ 
observe in their turn, and to describe, the metro- 
polis of the East. The ambassador of the great 
Otho, a bishop of Cremona, has painted the state 
of Constantinople about the middle of the tenth 
century ; his stile is glowing, his narrative lively, 
his observation keen; and even the prejudices and 
passions of Liutprand are stamped with an original 
H 2 character 

* After observing that the demerit of the Cappadocians rose 
in proportion to their rank and riches, he inserts a more pointed 
epigram, which is ascribed to Demodocus : . 

K«T#«y«, yfV9-«^fi| khfMTtq mH^Am, 

The sting is precisely the same wilh the French epigram against 
Freron ; X/n serpent mordit Jean Freron— Eh bi^n ? Le ser- 
pent en mourut. But as the Paris wits are seldom read in the 
Anthology, I should be curious to learn through what channel 
k was conveyed for their imitation, (Constantin. Porphyrogen. 
de Themat. c ii. Brunk, Analect. Q«ec» torn* ii« p» 56. Bip* 
daeu tAnthologia^ 1» ii:^ p. 244*) ' • 
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c.H A F. character of freedom and genius *. Froirrthi© 
LHi. scanty fund of foreign and domestic materials I 
' shall investigate the form and substance of the By- 

zantine empire ; the provinces and wealth, the 
civil government and military force, the character 
and literature, of the Greeks, in a period of six 
hundred years, from the reign of Heraclius to the* 
• successful invasion of the Franks or Latins^ 

The After the final division between the sons of 

proWnces^ Theodosius, the swarms of Barbarians from Scy- 
oftheem- thia and Germany overspread the provinces, and 
hs iin^ts extinguished the empire of ancient Rome. The 
^^^very v^^eakness of Constantinople was couceaJed by 
extent of dominion; her limits were inviolate, or' 
at least entire ;. and the kingdom of Justinian waar 
enlarged by the splendid acquisiticHti of Africa and 
Italy. But the possession of these^new conquests 
was transient and precarious; and almost a moiety 
of the Eastern empire was torn away by the arms 
of the Saracens. Syria and Egypt were oppressed 
by the Arabian caliphs; and, after the reduction 
of Africa, their lieutenants invaded and subdued 
the Roman province which had been changed into 
the Gothic monarchy of Spain, The islands of 
the Mediterranean- were not inaccessible to their 
naval powers ; and it was from their extreme sta- 
tions, the harbours of Crete and the fortresses of 
Cilicia, that the faithful or rebel emirs insulted 
the majesty of the throne and capital. The re- ' 
maining provinces under the obedience of the em- 
perors, 

* The Legatio Liutprandi Episcopi Cremoncnsis ad Nice- 
pkomm Phocam, is inserted in Muratori, Scriptores Rcrum 
Italicamm^ toxn. ii. pars i. 
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perors, were cast into a new mould ; and the juris- chap, 
diction of the presidents, the consulars, and the Liir, 
counts, wa? superseded by the institution of the ^ 
themes *, or military governments, which pre- 
vailed under the successors of Heraclius, and are 
described by the pen of the royal author. Of the 
twenty-nine themes, twelve in Europe and seven- 
teen in Asia, the origin is obscure, the etymology 
doubtful or capricious ; the limits were arbitrary 
and fluctuating; but some particular names that 
sbund the most strangely to our ear were derived 
from the character and attdbutes of the troops 
that were maintained at the expence, and for the 
guard, of the respective divisions. The vanity qf 
the Greek princes most eagerly grasped the shadow 
of conquest and the memory of lost dominion. A 
new Mesopotamia was created on the Western side 
of the Euphrates ; the appellation and praetor of 
Sicily were transferred to a narrow slip of Cala- 
bria ; and a fragment of fhe dutchy of Beneven- 
tum was promoted to the stile and title of the 
theme of Lorabardy. In the decline of the Ara- 
bian empire, the successors of Constantine might 
indulge their pride in more solid advantages. The 
victories of Nicephorus, John Ziraisces, and Basil 
the second, revived the fame and enlarged the 
boundaries of the Roman name ; the province of 
Cilicia, the metropolis of Antioch, the islands of 
H 3 Crete 

* Se^ Constantine de Thematibus, in Banduri, torn. i. p. i 
—30. who owns, that the word is w. yrttXeuet. Qtfix is used by 
Maurice, (Stratagem. ]. ii. c. 2.) for a legion, from whence the 
name was easily tranferrcd to its post or province, (Ducarige, - 
Gloss. Graec. torn. i. p. 487, 488.) Some Etymologies are at- 
leropted for the Opsician, Optimafian, Thracesian, themes. 
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Crete and Cyprus, were restored to the allegiance 
of Christ and Csesar ; one third of- Italy waj? an- 
nexed to the throne of Constantinople; the king<»> 
dom of Bulgaria was destroyed ; and the last sovc* 
reigns of the Macedoniandynasty extended their 
sway from the sources of the Tigris to the neigh- 
bourhood of Rome. In the eleventK century, the 
prospect was again clouded by new enemies and 
new misfortunes ; the relics of Italy were swept 
away by the Norman adventurers; and almost all 
the Asiatic branches were dissevered from the 
Roman trunk by the Turkish conquerors. After 
these losses, the emperors of the Comnenian 
family continued to reign from the Danube to 
Peloponesus, and from Belgrade to Nice, Trebi- 
zond, and the winding stream of the Meander* 
The spacious provinces of Thrace, Macedonia, 
and Greece, were obedient to their sceptre ; the 
possession of Cyprus, Rhodes, and Crete, was ac- 
companied by the fifty islands of the ^gean or 
Holy Sea * ; and the remnant of their empire 
transcends, the measure of the largest of the 
European kingdoms. 

The same princes might assert with dignity and 
truth, that of all the monarchs of Christendom 

they 

* Ayif TnXetyq, as it is stiled .by the modem Greeks, from 
which the corrupt names of Archipelago, I'Archipel, and the 
Arches, have been transformed* by geographers and seamen, 
(d'Anville, Geographic Ancienne, tom. i. p, 281. Analyse 
de la Carte de la Grece, p. 60.) The numbers of monks or 
caloyers in all the islands and the adjacent mountain of Athos, 
(Observations de Belon, fol. 32. verso,) monte santo, might justify 
the epithet gf holy, uy^piy a slight alteration from the (M'iginal 
«iV0M6;, ipipofied by the Dorians, who, in their dialect, gave the 
figurative name of Mysu or goajs, to the bounding yvavc8| 
(Vossius, apud Cellarium, Gcograph. Anticj.' tom/i.'p. 829:) 
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they possessed the greatest city *, the most ample q h a ?• 
i:e¥eaue, the mic^st flourishing and populous state, lui. 

Wkb the decline and fall of the empire, the cities ^ "^ 

q£ the West had decayed and fallen ; mx could wealth 
the ruins of Rome, or the miid walls, woodpn J^^ P^P"- 
hovels, and narrow precincts, of Paris and Lon- 
don, prepare the Latin stranger to contemplate 
the situation and extent of Constantinople, her 
stat^y palaces and churches, and the arts and 
luxury of an innumerable people. Her treasures 
might attract, but her virgin strength had repelled, 
Aiid still promised to repiel, the audacious invasion 
of the Persian and Bulgarian, the Arab and the 
RusMan. The provinces were less fortunate and 
impregnable ; and few districts, few cities, could 
be discovered which had not been violated by some 
fierce Barbarian, impatient to despoil, because he 
was hopeless to possess. From the age of Justinian 
the Eastern empire was sinking below its former 
level; the powers of destruction were more active 
than those of improvement; and the calamities of 
war were embittered by the more permanent evils 
of civil and ecclesiastical tyranny. The captive 
^who had escaped from the Barbarians was often 
stripped and imprisoned by the ministers of his 
sovereign : The Greek superstition relaxed the 
mind by prayer, and emaciated the body by fast^ 
ing ; and the multitude of convents and festivals 
diverted many hands and many days from the tem- 
poral service of mankind. Yet the subjects of the 
H 4 Byzantine 

, * According to the Jewish traveller who had visited Europe 
and Asia, Constantinople was equalled only by Bagdad, the 
great city of the Ismaelites. (Voyage de Benjamin d Tudele, 
ps^r Baratier; torn. i« c. 5* p. 46.) 
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c H A p. Byzantine empire were still the most dexterous 
LIU. and diligent of nations.; their country was blessed 

* by nature with every advantage of soil, climate, 

and situation ; and, in the support and restoration 
' ^ of the arts, their patient and peaceful temper was 
more useful than the warlike spirit and feudal 
anarchy of Europe. The provinces that still ad- 
hered tb the empire were repeopled and enriched 
t)y the misfortunes of those which were irrecover- 
ably lost. From the yoke of the caliphs, the Ca- 
tholics of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, retired to 
the allegiance of their prince, to the society of 
their brethren: The moveable wealth, which 
eludes the search of oppression, accompanied an4 
alleviated their exile; and Constantinople received 
into her bosom the fugitive trade of Alexandria 
and Tyre. The chiefs of Armenia and Scythia^ 
who fled from hostile or jreligious persecution, 
were hospitably entertained ; their followers were 
encouraged to build new cities and to cultivate 
. waste lands; and many spots, both in Europe 
and Asia, preserved the name, t^he manners, or 
at least the memory, of these national colonies. 
Even the tribes of Barbarians, who had seated 
themselves in arms on the territory of the empire, 
were gradually reclaimed to the laws of the church 
and state ; and as long as they were separated 
from the Greeks, their posterity supplied a race of 
faithful and obedient soldiers. Did we possess 
sufficient materials to survey the twenty-»nine 
themes of the Byzantine monarchy, our curiosity ' 
might be satisfied with a chosen example : It is 
fortunate enough that the clearest light should be 

thrown 
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thrown on the most interesting ptovince, arid the chap. 
•name of Peloponesus will awaken the attention i-n^. 
of the classic reader. ^ ' v" -^ 

As early as the eighth century, in the troubled State of 
reign of the Iconoclasts, Greece, and even Pelo- sii^^^Sclal 
ponesus*, were overrun by some Sclavonian bands, ▼onians. 
who outstripped the royal standard of Bulgaria. 
The strangers of old, Cadmus, and Danaus, and 
Pelops, had planted in that fruitful soil the seeds 
of policy and learning ; but the savages of the / 
north eradicated what yet remained of their sickly 
and withered roots. In this irruption, the coun- 
try and the inhabitants were transformed; the 
Grecian blood was contd.minated ; and the proudest 
nobles of Peloponesus were branded with the 
names of foreigners and slaves. By the diligence 
of succeeding princes, the land was in some mea- 
sure purifiedfrom the Barbarians ; and the humble 
remnant was bound by an oath of obedience, 
tribute, and military service, Which they often 
renewed and often violated. The siege of Patras 
was formed by a singular concurrence of the Scla- 
vonians of Peloponesus and the Saracens of Africa. 
In their last distress, a pious fiction of the ap- 
proach of the praetor of Corinth, revived the cou- 
rage of the citizens. . Their sally ,was bold and 

successful; 

* £f-^A«C« 6th ii fcttvet ii XJU^ot, xou yfyon fiet^iec^og, says Con- 
stantine, (Thematibus, 1. ii. c. 6. p. 25.) in a stile as barbaroos 
as the idea, which he confirms, as usual^ by a foolish epigram* 
The epitomizer of Strabo likewise observes, xxi vw h ^eto-ct9 

^fcXecici ftftofTcct, (1. vii. p. 98. edit. Hudson ;) a passage which 
Jcads Dodwell a weary dance (Geograph. Minor, torn. ii. dissert. 
yif p. 170—191.) to enumerate the inroads of the Sclavi, and 
to fix the date (A, D. 980,) of this petty geograj)her. 
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successful; the strangers embarked, the rebdsl 
submitted, and the glory of the day was aseribed 
to a phantom or a stranger, who fought in the 
foremost ranlcs under the chara<9:er of St Andrew 
the Apostle* The shriiji? which contained hifi^ 
relics was decorated with the trophies of victpry, 
and the captive race was fcr ever devoted to the ser- 
vice and vassabge of the metropolitan church of 
?atras. By the revolt of two Sclavonian trihes in 
the neighbourhood of Helos and Lacedaemon, the 
pyeacec^thepeninsula was often disturbed. They 
. sonietioies insulted the weakness, ai^d sometimes 
resisted the oppression^ of the Byzantine govern-* 
ment, till at length the approach of their hostile 
brethren extorted a goldjenbull to define the rights 
4nd obligations of the Ewerites and Milengi, 
whose aqnual tribute was defiiied at twelve hun- 
ji:ed pieces of gold. From these strangers the 
Imperial geographer has accurately distinguished a 
domestic, and perhaps original race, who, in some 
degree, might derive their blood from the much- 
Fxeemen injured Helots. The liberality of the 'Romans, 
ofLaco- <^jj^ especially of Augustus, had enfranchised the 
maritime cities from the dominion of Sparta; and 
the continuance of the same benefit ennobled them 
with the title oSEleutbero, or Free-Laconians *. In 
the time of ConstantinePorphyrogenitus, they had 
acquired the name of Mainotes, under which they 
dishonour the claim of liberty by the inhuman 
pillage of all that is shipwrecked on their rocky 
shores. Their territory, barren of corn, but fruit- 
ful 

, * Strabon. Geograph. 1. viii. p. ^^. Pausanias, Grscc. 
Descriptio, 1. iii. c. 21. p. 264, 265. Plm. Hist. Natur. 1. iv. 
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* lii)«of olives, extended to the Cape of Malea; they ,c ha Pw 
Accepted a ,chief or prince from the Byzantine ^lu. 
praetor, and a light tribute of four hundred pieces - ^ 
of gold was the badge of tiieir immunity rather 
than of their dependence. The fneemen of Laco- 
aia asuumed the character jf Romans, and long 
adhered to the religion of the Greeks. By the 
zeal (rf* the emperor Basil, they wdre baptized in 
the faith of Christ; but the altars of Venus and 
Neptune had be^n crowned by these rustic votaries 
five hundred years after they were proseribed in the 
Roman world. In the theme of Peloponesus *, Cities and 
forty cities were still numbered, and the declining pJioTOnef 
state of Sparta, Argos, and Corinth, may be sus* sus'. 
pended in the tenth century, at an equal distance, 
perhaps, between their antique splendour and ^ 
their present desolation. The duty of military ser- - 
vice, either in person or by substitute, was imposed 
on the lands or benefices of the province; a sum 
of five pieces of gold was assessed on each of the 
substantial tenants ; and the same capitation was 
shared among several heads of inferior value. On 
the proclamation of an Italian war, the Pelopo- 
nessans excused themselves by a voluntary oblation 
of one hundred pounds of gold, (four thousand 
pounds Sterling,) and a thousand horses with their 
arms and trappings. The churches and monaste-- 
ries furnished their contingent ; a sacrilegious pro- 
fit was extorted from the sale of ecclesiastical ho- 
nours; and the indigent bishop of Leucadia f was 

made ' 

* Constantin. dc Administrando Imperio,!. iif c. 50, p, 52. 

t The rock of Leucate was the southern prompnjtory of bis 

island and diocese. Had he been the exctusivc guartjjan of 

the 
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X! H A P. made responsible for a pen»on of one hundreii 

Liii. {neces of gold *. 
"^"""^^^ But the wealth of the province, and the trust of 
tures, the. revenue,* were founded on the fair and plenti- 
o?s1jk "^ fill produce of trade and manufactures ; and some 
.symptoms of liberal policy may be traced in a law 
which exempts from all personal taxes the mari- 
ners' of PelopcJnesus, and the workmen in parch- 
ment and purple. This denomination may be 
fairly applied or extended to the manufactures of, 
linen, woollen, and more especially of silk ; the 
two former of which had flourished iii Greece 
since the days of Homer; and the last was intro- 
duced perhaps as early as the reign of Justinian. 
These arts, which were exercised at Corinth, 
Thebes, and Argos, afforded food and occupation 
to a numerous people ; the men, women, and 
children, were distributed according to their age 
and strength; and if many of these were domestic 
slaves, their masters, who directed the work and 
c^njoyed the profit, were of a free and honour- 
able condition. The gifts which a rich atid gene- 
rpus matron of Eeloponesus presented to the em- 
' peror Basil, her adopted son, were doubtless 
fabricated in the Grecian looms. Danielis bestowed 
a carpet of fine wool, of a pattern which imitated 
the spots of a peacock's tail, of a magnitude 
to overspread the floor of a new church, erected 
in the triple name of Christ, of Michael the arch- 
angel, 

the .Lover's Leap, so well known to the readers of Ovid, (Epist. 
Sappho,) and the Spectator, he might have been the richest pre- 
late pf the Greek church. 

* Leucatensis mihi juravit episcopus, quotannis ecclesiam 
suaro debere Nicephoro aureos centum persolvcre, similiter et 
ceteras plus xninusve secundum vires suas, (Liutwand in Legat. 
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^ngcl, and of the prophet Elijah, She gave Tskt c h jl p. 
hundred pieces* of silk and linen, ^f varioos uae i-IWf 
aod ddnomination ; the silk was painted with the 
Syrian die^ and adorned by the labours of tW 
needle ; and the linen was sq exquisitely fine,ftha.L 
an entire piece might be roUed in the hpllow of 1^ 
cane *. In bis descripticwi of tbe Greek roanu7. 
factures, an historian of Sicily discriminates their, 
price, according to the weight and q^uality of the. 
silk, the qlosea^s of the texture, the beauty of, the . 
colours^ and the taste aod materials of the eo^- 
broidery. . A isijrtgle, or even a double or treble, 
thread was thought sufficient for ordinary sale j 
but the union of six threads composed a piece of 
stronger and more costly w^orkmanship. Among 
the colours, he celebrates, with affectation of elor, 
quence, the fiery blaze of the scarlet, and the 
softer lustra of the green. The embroidery was 
raised either in silk or gold ; the more simple or- 
nament of stripes or circles was surpassed by the 
nicer imitation of flowers; the vestments that were 
fabricated forlthe palace or the altar often glittered 
with precious stones ; and the figures were deli- 
neated in strings of Oriental pearls f • Till the 

twelfth 



* See Constantine, (in Vit. Basil, c, 74, 75, 76. p. 195; 
197. in Script, post Theophanem,) who allows himself to use 
many technical or barbarous words; barbarous, says he, rn t»» 
^«AA«v ufAct^M KotMf yet^ txi Tovroif KctvcXixTUf, Ducahge la- 
bours on some ; but he was not a weaver. 

t The manufactures of Palermo, as they are described by 
Hugo Falcandus, (Hist. Sicula in proem, in Muratori Script, 
Rerum Italicarum, tom. v. p. 256.) is a copy of those of Greecei, 
Without transcribing his declamatory sentences, which I have 
softened in the text, I shall observe, that in this passage, the 
strange word esarcntajmata is very properly change^ for exanthe^ 

mata 
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c H Al p. twislfth century, Greece lalone, of all the coufifl 
LiiL tries of Christendom, was possessed of the insect 
^ " ■' \" ' who is taught by nature, and of the Workmen 
who are instructed by art, to prepam this elegant 
luxury. But the secret had been stolen by the 
dexterity and diligence of the Arabs ; the caliphs 
of the East and West scorned to borrow from the 
unbelievers their furniture and kppatel ; and two 
cities of Spain, Almeria and Lisbon^ were famom 
for the manufacture, the use, and perhaps the 
transport- exportation, of silk. It was first introduced into 
cd from Sicily by the Nonftans ; and this emigration of 
to Italy, trade distinguishes the victory of Roger from the 
^ uniform and fruitless hostilities of every age. After 

the sack of Corinth, Athens, and Thebes, his 
lieutenant embarked with a captive train of weav- 
ers and artificers of both sexes, a trophy gloriouj^ 
to their master, and disgraceful to the Greek 
emperor *. The king of Sicily was not insensible 
of the value of the present ; and, in the restitution 
of the prisoners, he excepted Only the male and 
female manufacturers of Thebes and Corinth, who 
, laboux, says the Byzantine historian; under a bar- 
barous 

mata by Carisius, the first editor. Falcandus lived about the 
year 1190. 
, * Inde ad interiora Graeciae progress!, Corinthum, Thebas, 

AthenaSy antiqu^ nobilitate celebres, expugnant ; et, maximlb 
ibidem prasd^ direptit, opiiices etiain, qui sericos pannos texere 
splent, ob ignominian Imperatoris illius suique principis glo- 
riam captivos deducunt. Quos Rogerius, in Palermo Siciliae 
metropoli collocans, artem texendi suos edocere praeoepit; et 
cxhiiwr praedicta ars iUa, pnfis a Gra^cis tanttim inter Christi- 
anos habita, Romania patere coepit ingeniis, (Otho FrisingeA. 
de Gestis Frederici I. 1. iw c. 33. m Muraiori Script. Ital. torn, 
vi. p. 668.) This exception allows the bishop to celebrate Lis- 
bon and Almeria in sericorum pannorum ipificio ^raenobilissi- 
msy (in Chron. apud Muratori, Anuali d'ltiiiia^ torn. ix. p. 4i5.) 
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bamus l(H:d, like the old Eretmm in the service g h^^a^p^ 
of Darius *. i A stately edifice, in the palace of utu 
Palernjo, ^as erected for the nse of this industri- 
ous colony f ; and the art was propagated by their 
children and disciples to satisfy the increasing de^ 
niand of the western world. The decay of the 
loortis of Sicily may be ascribed to the troubles of 
the island, and the competition of the Italian cities* 
In the year .thirteen hundred and faurtei^n, L\icca 
alone, among, her sister ret>ublic&^ enjoyed the 
lucrative monopoly J. A domestic revolution dis^ 
^rsed the mailufacturers of Florence, Bologna^ 
Venice, Milan^ and even the countries beyond 
the Alps; and thirteen y^ars after this event, thoT 
statutes of ftlodena enjoin the planting of mulberry 
trees, and regulate the duties on raw silk §« The 
Horthern climates are less propitious to the educa- 
tion of the silk-worm ; but the industry of France 
and England || is supplied and enriched by the 
productions of Italy and China, 

I must 

* Nicetas in Manuel, 1. li, c. 8. p. 6$» He describes theses 
Greeks as skilled fvjtrgtsfs chfetg v^etinf^ as i^m v^co-ecyi^ovrtc^ tatv 
i^dfurm tact j^^vo-e^ecratf fdA/vy. 

t Hugo Falcandus stiles them nobiles officinas. The Arabs 
kad not introduced silk, though they had planted canes and 
made sugar in the plain of Palermo. 

t See the Life ot Castruccio Casticani, not by Machiavel, but 
by his more authentic biographer Nicholas Tegrimi, Muratort^ 
who has inserted it in the eleventh volume of his Scriptores, 
quotes this curious passage in<ihis Italian Antiquities, (torn. i. ' 
dissert, xxv. p. 46 — ^48.) 

§ FrcRn the MS. statutes^ as they are quoted by Muratori in 
his Italian Antiquities, (torn. ii. dissert, xxx. p. 46*— 48.) 

II The broad silk manufacture was established in England in 
the year i6ao; (Anderson's Chronological Deduction, vol. ii# 
p. 4.) but it is to the revocation of the edict of Nantes that 
we owe the Spitalficlds colony. 
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CHAP. I must repeat the complaint that the 'vague airf 
UXii scanty memorials of the times will not afford any 
^ ' just estimate of the taxes, the revenue, anid the 
of the resources of the Greek empire. From every pro- 
Greekeoi- yince of Europe and Asia the rivulet's of gold and 
silver discharged intothe Imperial reservoir a copi- 
ous and perennial stream. The separation of the' 
branches from the trunk increased the relative 
magnitude of Constantinople ; and the maxims of 
despotism contracted the state to the capital, the 
capital to the palace, and the palace to the royal 
person. A^ Jewish traveller, who visited the East 
in the twelfth century, is lost iu his admiration of 
. ^he Byzantine riches. " It is here," says Benja^ 
min of Tudela, " in the queen of cities, that the 
'" tributes of the Greek empire are annually depo- 
" sited, and the lofty towers are filled with pre- 
•* cious magazines of silk, purple, and golds. It 
" is said, that Gonststntinople pays each day to 
•* her sovereign twenty thousand pieces of gold ; 
*' which are levied on the shops, taverns, and 
" markets, on the merchants of persia and Egypt, 
" of Russia and Hungary, of Italy and Spain, 
" who frequent the capital by sea and land *.'' 
In all pecuniary matters, the authority of a Jew 
is doubtless respectable ; but as the three hundred 
and sixty-five days would produce a yearjy income 
exceeding seven millions Sterling, I am tempted to 

retrench 

* Voyage de Benjamin de Tudele, torn. L c. 5. p. 44 — 52. 
The Hebrew' text has been translated into French by that mar- 
vellous child Baratier, who has added a volume of crude learn- 
ing. The errors and fictions of the Jewish rabbi, are not a 
sufficient ground to deny the reality of his travels* 
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retrench at least the numerous festivals of the c h a p* 
Gteek calendar. The mass of treasure that waa i^in. 
saved by Theodora and Basil the second, will $ug- " -^ 
gest a splendid, though indefinite idea, of their 
supplies and resources. The mother of Michael, 
before she retired to a cloister, attempted to check 
or expose the prodigality of her ungrateful son* 
by a free and faithful account of the wealth which 
he inherited ; one hundred and nine thousand 
pounds of gold, and three hundred thousand of 
silver, the fruits of her own oeconomy and that of 
her deceased husband *. The avarice of Basil is ' 
not less renowned than' his valour and fortune ; his 
victorious armies were paid and rewarded without 
breaking into the mass of two hundred thousand^ 
pounds of gold, (about eight millions Sterling,) 
which he had buried in the subterraneous vaults 
of the palace f . Such accumulation of treasure is 
rejected by the theory and practice of modem 
policy ; and we are more apt to compute the na- 
tional riches by the use and abuse of the public 
credit. Yet the maxima of antiquity are still em- 
braced by a monarch formidable to his enemies; 
by a republic respectable to her allies ; and both 
have attained their respective ends^ of military 
power, and domestic tranquillity. 

Whatever might be consumed for the present Pomp and 
wants, or reserved for the future use, of the state, the^Jm^ 

Vol. X. I the'^^v • 

* See the continuator of Thcophancs, (1. iv. p. 107.) Ce- 
dxenus, (p. 544*) and Zonaras, (torn. ii. 1. xvi* p. 157.) 

t Zonaras, (torn. ii. L xvii. p.^225.) instead of pounds, use^ 
the more classic appellation of talents, which, in a literal sense 
and strict computation, would multiply sixty-fold the treasure of 
Basil. 
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c fl A p. the first and most sacred demand was for the 
Liii- ponip and pleasure of the emperor ; and his dis- 
V ' ^ cretion only could define the. measure of his pri- 
tate expence. T^e princes of Constantinople 
were far Removed from the simplicity of nature j 
yet, with the revolving seasons, they were led by 
taste or fashion to withdraw to a purer air, from 
the smoke and tumult of the capital. They. en- 
joyed, or affected to enjoy, the rustic festival of 
the vintage ; their leisure was amused by the ex- 
ercise of the chace, and the calmer occupation of 
fishing, and in the summer heats, they were 
shaded from the sun, and refreshed by the cooling 
breezes from the sea. The coasts and islands of 
Asia and Europe were covered with their magni- 
ficent villas ; but, instead of the modest art which 
secretly strives to hide^itself, and to decorate the 
scenery of nature, the marble structure of their 
gardens served only to expose the riches of the 
lord, and the labours of the architect. The suc- 
cessive casualties of inheritance and forfeiture had 
rendered the sovereign proprietor of many stately 
houses in the city and suburbs, of which twelve 
were appropriated to the minisiters of state ; but 
The pa- ^^^ great palace *, the centre of the Imperial re- 
liice of sidence, was fixed during eleven centuries to the 
tinopier" same position, between the hippodrome, the ca- 
thedral of St Sophia, and the gatdens, which 
descended by many a terrace to the shores of the 
, Propontis. 

* For a copious and minute description of the Imperial pa- 

• lace, see the Constantinop. Christiana (1. ii. c. 4. p. 113— 

123.) of Ducange, the TiUemont of the middle ages. Never 

lias laborious Germany produced two antiquarians more labo> 

rious and accurate than these two natives of lively France. 
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FrqpK>Qtia. The primitive edifice of the first Con- chap. 
stantine was a copy or rival of ancient Rome ; the uih 
gradual improvements of his sufccessors aspired to ' "' v-^ 
emulate the wonders of the old world ^, and in 
the tenth century, the Byzantine palace excited 
the admiration, at least of the Latins, by an un-» 
questionable pre-eminence of strength, size, and 
magnificence f . But the toil and treasure of so 
many ages had produced a vast and irregular pile; 
each separate building was marked with the cha* 
racter of the times and of the founder ; and the • 
want of space might excuse the reigning monarch 
who demolished, perhaps with secret satisfaction,' 
the works of his predecessors. The oeconomy of 
the emperor Theophilus allowed a more free and 
ample scope for his domestic luxury and splendour. 
A favourite ambassador, who had astonished the 
Abbassides themselves by his pride and liberality, 
presented on his return the model of a palace, 
which' the caliph of Bagdad had recently construct- 
ed on the banks of the Tigris. The model was 
instantly copied and surpassed ; the new buildings 
of Theophilus f were accompanied with gardens, 

I 2 and 

* The Byzantine palace surpasses the Capitol, the palace of 
Pergamus, the Rufinian wood, {fxti^ov «y«A^,) the temple of 
Adrian ^t Cy/icus, the pyramids, the Pharus, &c. according to 
an epigram, (Antholog. Graec. 1. iv. p. 488, 489. Brodasi, 
apud Wechel,) ascribed to Julian, ex-pracfect of Egypt. Seven- ^ 
ly-one of his epigrams, some lively, are collected in Brunck ; 
(Analect. Gcaec. torn. ii. p. 495 — 510.) but this is wanting. 

t Constantinopolitanum Palatium nbn pulchritudine solum, . 
verum etiam fortiiudine, omnibus quas unquam videram muni- 
tionibus praestat, (Liutprand, Hist. 1. v. c. 9. p. 465.) 

t See the anonymous continuator of Theophanes, (p. 59. 6u 
£6.) whom I have followed in the neat and concise abstract of 
Le Beauy (Hist, du Bas. Empire, torn. xiv. p. 436. 438.) 
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CHAP, and with five churches, one of which was con- 
' i-i^i- spicuous for size and beauty ; it was crowned with 
' three domes, the roof, of gilt brass, reposed on 
columns of ItaUan marble, and the walls were in* 
crusted with marbles of various colours. In the 
face of the church, a semi-circular portico, of the 
figure and name of the Greek sigma^ was support- 
ed by fifteen columns of Phrygian marble, and the 
subterraneous vaults were of a similar construction. 
The square before the sigma was decorated with a 
^ fountain, and the margin of the bason was lined 
and encompassed with plates of silver. In the be- 
ginning of each season, the bason, instead of 
water, was replenished with the most exquisite 
fruits, which were abandoned to the populace for 
the entertainment of the prince. He enjoyed this 
tumultuous spectacle from a throne resplendent 
with gold and gems, which was raised by a marble 
stair.case to the height of a lofty terrace. Below 
the throne were seated the ofiicers of his guards, 
the magistrates, the chiefs of the factions of the 
circus ; the inferior steps were occupied by the 
people, and the place below was covered with 
troops of dancers, singers, and pantomimes. The 
square was surrounded by the hall of justice, the 
arsenal, and , the various offices of business and 
pleasure ; and the purple chamber was named from 
the annual distribution of robes of scarlet and 
purple by the hand of the empress herself The 
long series of the apartments was adapted to the 
seasons, and decorated with marble and porphyry, 
with painting, sculpture, and mosaics, with a 
profusion of gold, silver, and precious stones. 

His 
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His fanciful magnificence employed the skill and chap. 
patience of such artists as the times could afford : i-iii. 
But the taste of Athens would have despised their * ^ 
frivolous and costly labours ; a golden tree, with 
its leaves and branches, which sheltered a multi- 
tude of birds, warbling their artificial notes, and 
two lions of massy gold, and of the natural size, 
who looked and roared like their brethren of the 
forest. The successors of Theophilus, of the Ba* 
silian and Gomnenian dynasties, were not less 
ambitious of leaving some memorial of their re- 
sidence ; and the portion of the palace most 
splendid and august, was dignified with the title 
of the golden triclinium *. With becoming mo- fjj^ ^^^^ 
desty, the rich and noble Greeks aspired to dance. 
imitate their sovereign, and when they passed 
through the streets on horseback, in their robes 
of silk and embroidery, they were mistaken by 
the children for kings f . A matron of Pelopio- 
nesus J, who had cherished the infant fortunes 
of Basil the Macedonian, was excited by tender- 
ness or vanity to visit the greatness of her adopted 
son. In a journey of five hundred miles from 
Patras to Gonstantinople, her age or indolence 
I 3 declined 

* In aureo triclinio ^aae praestantior est pars potentissimus 
{fhe usttrper Romanus) degens caeteras partes (fil'iis) distribue- 
rat, (Liutprand. Hist. 1. v. c. 9. p. 469.) For this lax signifi- 
cation of Tricliuiuni, (sedificium tria vel plura jcX<9« scilicet 
«tyf complcctens,) see Ducange, (Gloss. Grace, et Observations 
sur Joinville, p*^240.) and Reiske, (ad Constantinum de Ce- 
remoniis, p* 7*) 

t In equis vecti (says Benjamin of Tudela) regnin filiis vi- 
dentur persimiles. I prefer the Latin version of Constantinc 
I'Empereor (p. 46.) to the French of Baratier, (torn. i. p. 49.) 

X See the account of her journey, munificence, and testa- 
ment, in the Life of Basil, by his grandson Constantinc, (c, 

74,75.76.p.i95-i97-) p,i..e...GoOgle 
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,c H A P. declined the fatigue of an horse or carriage ; the 
mi. soft litter or bed of Danielis was transported on 

^■' i * ' the shoulders of ten robust slaves ; and as they 
were relieved at easy distances, a band of three 
hundred was selected for the performance of this 
service. She was entertained in the Byzantine 
palace with filial reverence, and the honours of a 
queen ; and whatever might be the origin of her 
wealth, her gifts were not unwOTthy of the regal 
dignity, I have already described the fine and 
curious manufactures of Peloponesus, of linen, 
silk, and woollen ; but the mpst acceptable of het 
^ presents consisted in three hundred beautiful 
youths, of whom one hundred were eunuchs * ; 
** for she was not ignorant,'* says the historian, 
*' that the air of the palace is more congenial to 
" s\ieh insects, than a shepherd's dairy to the flies 
" of the summer/' During her lifetime, she be- 
stowed the greater part of her estates in Pelopo*- 
nesus, and her testament instituted Leo, the son 
of Basil, her universal heir. After the payment 
of the legacies, fourscore villas or farnijs were add- 
ed to the Imperial domain; and three thousand 
slaves of Danielis were enfranchised by their new 
lord, and transplanted as a colony to the Italian 
coast. Froni this example of a private matron, 
we may estimate the wealth and magnificence of 

the 

* Carsamattum (»«^|<peSf$, Ducange, Gloss.) Graeci vocant, 
amputatis viriiibus et virga, pueri'.m eunuchum quas Verdun* 
i^nses mercatores ob immensum lucrum facere solctrt et in His* 
paniam ducerc; (Lmtprand, 1. vi. c. 3. p. 470,) — The last abo- 
mination of the abominable slave-tr^de ! Yet I am suiprised to 
find in the tenth century such active speculations oi commerce 
jnLorrainey 
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the cmperoi^. Yet our enjoyments are confined c h a f^ 
by a narrow circle ; and, whatsoever may be it$ uiu 
value, the luxury of life is possessed with more ^ ^ - ' V 
innooence and safety by the master of his own, 
than by the steward of the public fortune. 

In an absolute government, which levels the Honour* 
distinctions of noble and plebeian birth, the so- oftheim- 
vereign is the sole fountain of honour ; and the ^^ ^- 
jank, both in the palace and the empire, depends 
Qn the titles and of&ces which are bestQwed and 
resumed by his arbitrary wilJL Above a thousand 
years, from Vespasian- to Alexius Comnenus *, 
the Ca^ar lyas the second person, or at least the 
sepQud degree, after the supreme title of Augtistus 
was more freely communicated to the sons and 
brothers of the reigning monarch. To elude 
without violating his promise to a powerful associ- 
ate, the husband of his sister ; and, without giv- 
ing himself an equal, to reward tlje piety of his 
brother Isaac, the crafty Alexius interposed a new 
and supereminent dignity. The happy flexibility 
of the Greek tongue allowed him to compound 
the names of Augustus and emperor, (Sebastos and ' 
Autocrat^or,) and the union produced the sonorous 
title o{ Sebastocrator. He was exalted above the 
Caesar on the first step of the throne ; the public 
acclamations repeated his name ; and he was only 
I 4 distinguished 

* See the Alexiad (1, iii.- p. 78, 79.) of Anna Comncna, 
who except in filial piety, may be compared to Mademoiselle 
de Montpensier. In her awful reverence for titles and forms, 
she stiles her father Zmrn^fx^^nif the inventor of this royal art, 
the rt^n jt^fmy and tvinfin ivtrnf^^* 
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CHAP, distinguished from the sovereign by some peculiar 
, LIU. ornaments of the head and feet. The eitiperor 
' " alone could assume the purple or red buskins, and 
the close diadem or tiara, which imitated the 
fashion of the Persian kings *. It was an high 
pyramidal cap of cloth or silk, almost concealed 
by a profusion of pearls and jewels : The crown 
was formed, by an horizontal circle and two arches 
of gold ; at the summit, the point of their inter- 
section, was placed a globe or ctoss, and two 
strings or lappets of pearl depended on either 
cheek. Instead of red, the buskins of the Se- 
bastocrator and Caesar were green ; and on their 
open coronets or crowns, the precious gems were 
more sparingly distributed. Beside and below 
the Caesar, the fancy of Alexius created the Pan^ 
bypersebastos and the Protbsebastos^ whose sound 
and signification will satisfy a Grecian ear. They 
imply a superiority and a priority above the simple 
name of Augustus ; and this sacred and primitive 
title of the Roman prince was degraded to the 
kinsmen and servants of the Byzantine court. 
The daughter of Alexius applauds, with fond 
complacency, this artful gradation of hopes and 
honours ; but the science of words is accessible to 
the meanest capacity ; and this vain dictionary 
was easily enriched by the pride of his successors* 

To 

* 'ZrtftfUL^ ft^»f69y irnhftu; see Reiske, ad Ceremoniale, 
p. 14, 15. Ducange has given a learned dissertation on the 
crowns of Constantinople, Rome, France, &c. (sur Joinville, 
XXV. p. 289—303.) but of his thirty-four models, none exactly 
tally with Anne's description. 
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To their favourite sons or brothers, they imparted c h a p. 
4he more lofty appellation of Lord or Despot^ uiu 
which was illustrated with new ornaments and '■■' v "^ 
prerogatives, and placed immediately after the 
person of the emperor himself. The five titles of 
I. Despot i 2. Sebastocrator ; 3. dssar ; 4. Pan- 
bypersebastor ; and, 5. Protosebastos ; were usual- 
ly confined to the princes of his blood ; they were 
the emanations of his majesty ; but as they exer- 
cised no regular functions, their existence was 
useless, and their authority precarious. 

But in every monarchy the substantial poA^ers Offices. of 
x>f govemnuent must be divided and exercised by Jhe^sta^* 
the ministers of the palace and treasury, the fleet and the 
and army; The titles alone can differ ; and in "°*^* . 
the revolution of ages, the counts and praefects, 
the praetor and quaestor, insensibly descended, 
while their servimts rose above their heads to the 
first honours of the state, i. In a monarchy, 
which refers every object to the person of the 
prince, the care and ceremonies of the palace 
form the most respectable department* The Cw- 
ropalata *, so illustrious in the age of Justinian, 
was supplanted by the Protovestiare^ whose pri- 
mitive functions were limited to the custody of 
the wardrobe,. From thence his jurisdiction was 

extended 

- f Pars exstans curis, solo diademate dispar 
Ordine pro rerum vocitatus Cura^Paiati ; 
> says the African. Corippus, (de Laudibus Justini, 1* i. 136.) 
and in the same century, (the sixth,) Cassiodorius represents 
him, who, virg& aurea decoratus, inter numerosa obsequia pri- 
inus ante pedes regis incederet ; (Vari^r. vii. 5.) But this great 
officer, ANTiyyA^fa^, exercising no function, *vt it tthfcuu, wiis 
cast down by the modem Greeks to the fifteenth rank, jfCodin* 

p. 5. p. 65.) • ; 
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it H A P. extended orer the numerous menials of pomp and 
un* luxury ; and he presided with his silver wand at 

* ' the public and private audience. 2. In the ancient 
system of Gonstantine» the name of lj>goibcte^ or 
accountant, was applied to the receivers of the 
finances : The principal officers were distinguished 
as the Logothetes of the domain, of the posts, the 
army, the private and pubUc treasure ; and the 
great Logothete^ the supreme guardian of the laws 
and revenues, h compared with the chancellor of 
the Latin monarchies f • His discerning, eye per- 
vaded the civil administration ; and he was assisted, 
in due subordination, by the epaich or praefect 
of the city, the first secretary, and the keepers 
of the privy seal, the archives, and the red or pur- 
pie ink, which was reserved for the sacred signa- 
ture of the emperor alone f • The introductor 
and interpreter of foreign ambassadors, were the 
great Cbiauss% and the Dragi^tnan §, two names 

of 

* Nicetas (in Manuel* 1- vii. c. i.) defines; hira ag i Aitrn^w 
^mn K«y»iM(w, 0s d' EAAity^ «i«r«tf7 A«y«#fr«y. Yet (he epithet 
of fi6tyacs was added by the elder Andronicus, (Ducangc, torn, il 
p. 832, 823.) 

t From Leo L (A. D. 470,) the Imperial ink, which is still 
visible on some original acts, was a mixture of vermillion and 
cinnabar, or purple. The emperor's guardians^ who shared in 
this prerogative, always marked in green ink the indiction, and 
the month. See the Dictionaire Diplomatique, (topi. i. p. 
511 — 513O a valuable abridgment.. 

t The sultan sent a £««»? to Alexius, (Anna Comnena, 1. vu 
p. 17P. D.ucange ad loc.) and Pachyraer often speaks of the 
/««y«ff t5»»?, (i. vii. c. I. 1. xii. c. 30. 1. xiii. c. 22 J The 
dhiaoush basha is now at the head of 700 pfficers, (Rycaut's 
Ottoman Empire, p. 349. octavo edition.) 

§ Tagerman is the Arabic name of an interpreter, (d'Herbc- 
lot, p. 854, 855.) 'je^uroi reiv t^snvuf u^ Mivstg tHftu^VTi J^«y«- 
fietfug, says Codinus, (c. v. No. 70. p. 67.) See Villehardouin, 
(No. 96.) Busbequius, (Epist. iv. p. 338.) and Ducangc, 
(Observations sur Villehardouin, and Gloss. Grsec. et Latin.) 
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of Turkish origin, and which are still familiar to c h a p. 
the Sublime Porte, 2. From the humble stile and' iJ^ii* 
service of guards, the Domestics insensibly- rose to ' ' » ' 
the station of generals ; the military themes of th^ 
East and West, the legions of Europe and Asia, 
were often divided, till the ^eat Domestic was 
finally invested with the universal and absolute 
command of the land forces. The Protostrator^ 
in his original functions, Was the assistant of the 
emperor when he mounted on horseback ; he gra- 
dually became the lieutenant of the great Domes- 
tic in the field ; and his jurisdiction extended over 
^he stables, the cavalry, and the royal train of 
hunting and hawking. The Stratopedarch was the 
great judge of the camp ; the Protospathaire com^ 
manded the guards ; the Constable *, the great 
Mieriarch^ and the Acolyth^ were the separate 
chiefs of the Franks, the Barbarians, and the Va- 
rangi, or English, the mercenary strangers, who, 
in the decay of the national spirit, formed the 
nerve of the Byzantine armies. 4. The naval 
powers were under the command of the great 
Duke; in his absence they obeyed the great Drun-- 
gaire of the fleet ; and, in bis place, the Emir^ or 
admiral^ a name of Saracen extraction f , but which 
has been naturalized in all the modern languages 
of Europe. Of these officers, and of many more 
whom it would be useless to enumerate, the civil 

and 

* Kdyo<-«vAK, or xdyrtfftfvP^o;, a corraption from the Latin 
Comes sta bull, or the French ConhStable. In a military sense, 
it was used by the Greeks in the eleventh century, at least as 
early as in France. 

\ It was directly borrowed from the Normans. In th? 
twelfth century, Giannoae reckons the admiralof «jic%amoB|; 
Uic great (^cers* 
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and military hierarchy was framed. Their honours* 
and emoluments, their dress and titles, their mu- 
tual salutations and respective pre-eminence, were 
balanced with more exquisite labour, than would 
have fixed the constitution of a free people ; and 
the code was almost perfect when this baseless fa- 
bric, the mpnument of pride and servitude, was 
for ever buried in the ruins of the empire *. 
Adoration The most lofty titles, and the most humble 
postures, which devotion has applied to the Su- 
preme Being, have been prostituted by flattery 
and fear to creatures of the same nature with our- 
selves. The mode^ of adoration f , of falling pro- 
strate on the ground, and kissing the feet of the 
emperor, was borrowed by Diocletian from Per- 
sian servitude ; but it was continued and aggra- 
vated till the last age of the Greek monarchy. 
Excepting only on Sundays, when it was waved, 
from a motive of religious pride, this humiliating 
reverence was exacted from ail who entered the 
royal presence, from the princes invested with the 
diadem and purple, and from the ambassadors 
who represented their independent sovereigns, the 
caliphs of Asia, Egypt, or Spain, the kings of 
France and Italy, and the Latin emperors of an- 
cient Rome, In his transactions of business, Liut- 

prand, 

* This sketch of honours and offices is drawn from George 
Codinus Curopalata, who survived the taking of Constantinople 
by the Turks ; his elaborate, though trifling work, (de Officiis 
Ecclesiae et Aulae C. P.) has been illustrated by the notes of 
Goar, and the three books of Gretser, a learned Jesuit. 
* t The respectful salutation of carrying the hand to the mouth, 
nd osy is the root of the Latin word, adoro adorare* See our 
learned Selden, (vol. iii. p. 143 — 145. 942.) in his Titles of 
Honour:. It «eems, from the first books of Herodotus, to be 
oi Persian origin. 
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prand, bishop of Cremona*, asserted the free spi. c h a p* 
lit of a Frank, and the dignity of his master Otho. mix. 
Yet his sincerity cannot disguise the abasement ' ' v ^ "' 
of his first audience. When he approached the of ambaS^ 
throne, the birds of the golden tree be^n to war- sadort. 
ble their notes, which were accompanied by the 
roarings of the two lions of gold. With his two 
companions, Liutprand was compelled to bow 
and to fall prostrate ; and thrice he touched the 
ground with his forehead. He arose; but in the 
short interval, the throne had been hoisted by are 
engine from the floor to the cieling, the Imperial 
figure appeared in new and more gorgeous appa- 
rel, and the interview was concluded in haughty 
and majestic silence. In this honest and curious 
narrative, the bishop of Cremona represents the 
ceremonies of the Byzantine court, which are still 
practised in the Sublime Porte, and which were 
preserved in the last age by the dukes of Moscovy 
or Russia^ After a long journey by the sea and 
land, from Venice to Constantinople, the ambas- 
sador halted at the golden gate, till he was con- 
ducted by the formal officers to the hospitable pa- 
lace prepared for his reception; but this palace 
was a prison, and his jealous keeper^ prohibited 
all social intercourse, either with strangers or na- 
tives. At his first audience, he offered the gifts 
of bis master, slaves, and golden vases, and costly 
armour. The ostentatious payment of the officers 
and troops displayed before his eyes the riches of 

the 

* The two embassies of Liutprand to Constantinople, all 
that he saw or suffered in the Greek capital, are pleasantly de- 
scribed by himself, (Hist. 1. vi. c. I7— 4. p. 469 — 471. Lega- 
tio ad Nicephorum Phocam, p. 479—489.) 
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c H A p. the empire : He was . entertained at a royal l2aii« 
uiu q^t ^, in whic^ the ambassadors of the nations 
^ " V " ■ ' were marshalled by the esteem or contempt rfthe 
Greeks : From his own table, the emperor, as the 
most signal favour, sent the plates which he had 
tasted ; and his favourites were dismissed with a' 
robe of honour f . In the mortiing and evening 
of each day, his civil and military servants at- 
tended their duty in the palace ; their labour was 
repaid by the sight, perhaps by the smile, of their 
lord ; his commands were signified by a nod or a 
sign ; but all earthly greatness stood silent and sub* 
Proces- missive in his presence. In his regular or extra- 
sions and ordinary processions through the capital, he un- 
tio&9. ' veiled his person to the public view ; the rites of 
policy were connected with those of religion, and 
his visits to the principal churches were regulated 
by the festivals of the Greek calendar. On the 
eve of these processions, the gracious ot devout 
intention of the monarch was proclaimed by the 
heralds* The streets were cleared and purified ; 
the pavement was strewed with flowers j the most 
preci6us furniture, the gold and silver plate, and 
silken hangings, were displayed from the window* 
and' balconies, and a severe discipline restrained 
and silenced the tumult of the populace. The 

march 

* Among the amusements of the feast, a boy balanced, on 
his forehead, a pike, or pole, twenty-fout feet long, with a cross 
bar of two cubits a little below the top. Two boys, naked, 
though cinctured {camfestrati) together, and singly, climbed, 
« stood, played, descended, &c. ita m« stupidum ledidit ; utrum 
mirabilius nescio, (p. 470.) At another repast, an homiiy of 
Chrysostom on the Acts of the Apostles was read elata voce non 
Latine, (p. 483.) 

t Gala is not improbably derived from Cala, or Caloat, m 
Arabic, a robe of honour, (Reiske, Not. in Ceremon. p. 84.) 
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inarch was opened by the military, officers at the c H a p« 
bead of their troops ; they were followed in long i«ni« 
order by the magistrates and ministers of the civil ^ i ^ 
government : The person of the emperor was 
guarded by his eunuchs and domestics, and at the 
church -door he was solemnly received by the pa- 
triarch and his clergy. The task of applause was 
not abandoned to the rude and spontaneous voices 
of the crowd. The most convenient stations were 
occupied by the bands of the blue and green fac- 
tions of the circus ; and their furious conflicts, 
which had shaken the capital, were insensibly sunk 
to an emulation of servitude. From either side 
they echoed in responsive melody the praises of the 
emperor ; their poets smd musicians directed the 
choir, and long life * and victory were the bur- 
den of every song. The same acclamations were 
performed at the audience, the banquet, and the 
church ; and as an evidence of boundless sway, 
they were repeated in the Latin f , Gothic, Per- 
sian, French, and even English language J, by the 
mercenaries who sustained the real or fictitious 
character of those nations. By the pen of Con- 
stantine Porphyrogenitus, this science of form and 
flattery has been reduced into a pompous and tri* 

fling 

* mXfx^nt^uf is explained by %vf1i^^^it9f (Codin. c. 7. Du- 
cange. Gloss. Graec. torn. i. p. 11 99.) 

h^fun H^t?rfc^»T0^€; nfl ft^rn ^fffy ^Ceremon. c. 75. p. 215.) 
Tne want of the Latin V, obliged the Greeks to employ their 
/8 ; nor do they regard quantity. Till he recollected the true 
language, these strange sentences might puzzle a jxofessor. 

wcAvx^Mt^ua-t, ^Codin. p. 90.) I wish he had preserved the 
■wordy, however corrupt, of their English acclamation. 
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CHAP, fling volume *, which the vanity of succeeding 
wu. times. might enrich with an ample supplement*. 
' ' ' Yet .the calmer reflection of a prince would sure- 
ly suggest, that the same acclamations were ap^ 
plied to every character and every reign ; and if 
he had risen from a private rank, be might re- 
member, that his own voice had been the loud- 
est and most eager in applause, at the very mo- 
ment when he envied the fortune, .or conspired 
against the life, of his predecessor f. 

The princes of the North, of the nations, says 
ofUie^ Constantine, without faith or fame, were ambi- 
sars with tious of mingling their blood with the blood of 
jwtioM. ^^^ Csesars, by their marriage with a royal virgin, 
or by the nuptials of their daughters with a Ro- 
man prince J. The aged monarch, in his in- 
structions to his son, reveals the secret maxims of 
policy and pride ; and suggests the most decent 
reasons for refusing these insolent and unreason- 
able demands. Every animal, says the discreet 
emperor, is prompted by nature to seek a mate 
among the animals of his own species ; and the 
human splecies is divided into various tribes, by 

the 

* For all these ceremonies, see the professed work of Con- 
stantine Porphyrogenitus, with the notes, or rather dissertations, 
of his German editors, Leich and Reiske. For the rank of the' 
standing courtiers, p. 8o. not. 23, 62. for the adoration, except 
on Sundays, p. 95. 240. not. 131. the processions, p- 2, &c. 
not. p. 3, &c. the acclamations, passim, not. 25, &c. the fac- 
tions and Hippodrome, p. 177 — 214. not. 9. 93, &c. the Go- 
thic games, p. 221. not. iii. vintage, p. 217. not. 109. 
Much more information is scattered over the work. 

t Et privato Othoni et nuper eadem dicenti nota adulatio ; 
(Tacit. Hist. i. 85.) 

t The thirteenth chapter, de Administratione Imperii, may be 
explained and rectified by the Familise Byzantinx of Ducange. 
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the distinction of language, religion, and manners, c h a p^ 
^ jijst regard to the purity of descent preserves the liii, 
harmony of public and private life ; but the mix- ^ ^ m " ^ 
ture of foreign blood is the fruitful source of dis- 
order and discord. Such had ever been the opinion 
and practice of the sage Romans; their jurispru- 
dence proscribed the marriage of a citizen and a 
stranger; in the days of freedom and virtue, a se- 
nator would have scorned to match his daughter 
with a king J the glory of Mark Antony was sul- 
lied by an Egyptian wife *; and the emperor Ti- 
tus was compelled, by popular censure, to dismiss 
with reluctance the reluctant Bemice f . This 
perpetual interdict was ratified by the fabulous 
sanction of the great Constantine. The ambassa- 
dors of the nations, more especially of the unbe- 
lieving nations, were solemnly admonished, that 
such strange "aUiances had been condemned by the 
founder of the church and city. The irrevocable imagina- 
law was inscribed on the altar of St Sophia; and ^^^^^^f 
the impious prince who should stain the majesty of tine. 
the purple was excluded from the civil and eccle- 
siastical communion of the Rotnans. If the am- 
bassadors were instructed by any false brethren in 
the Byzantine history, they might produce three 
Vol, X. K memorable 

* Sequiturque nefas ^gyptia conjunx, (Virgil, ^neid. ▼iii. 
688.) Yet this Egyptian wife was the daughter of a long line of 
kings. Quid te mutavit (says Antony in a private' letter to Au- 
^stus) an quod reginam ineo? Uxor mca est. (Sueton. in Au* 
gust. c. 69.) Yet I much question, (for I cannot stay to in^ 
quire,) whether the triumvir ever dared to celebrate, his marriage 
either with Roman or Egyptian rites. 

t Betenicem invitus invitam dimisit, (Suetonius in Tito, c. 7.) 
Have I observed elsewhere, that this Jewish beauty was at this 
time above fifty years of age ? The judicious Racine has most 
discreetly suppressed both her age and her country* 
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CHAP.' memorable examples of the violation of this ima-f 
Liii. ginary law : The marriage of Leo, or rather of bis 
T father Constahtine the fourth, with the daughter 
of the king of the Chozars, the nuptials of the 
grand-daughter of Romanus with a Bulgarian 
prince, and the union of Bertha of France or Italy 
with young Romanus, the sonof Constantine Por- 
phyrogenitus himself. To these objections", three 
answers were prepared, which solved the difficulty 
The first ^j^^j established the law. I. The deed and the 
A.D.735! guilt of Constantine Copronymus were acknow- 
ledged. The Isaurian heretic, who sullied the 
baptismal font, and declared war against the holy 
images, had indeed embraced a Barbarian wife* 
By this impious alliance, he accomplished the 
measure of his crimes, and was devoted to the just 
These- censure of the church and of posterity, II. Ro- 
a.d!94i. manus could not be alleged as a legitimate empe- 
ror; he was a plebeian usurper, ignorant of the 
laws, and regardless of the honour, of the mo- 
narchy. His son Christopher, the father of the 
bride, v^as the third in rank in the college of 
princes, at once the subject and the accomplice of 
U rebellious parent. The Bulgarians were sincere _ 
' and devout Christians ; and the safety of the empire, 
with the redemption of many thousand captives, 
depended on this preposterous alliance. Yet no ' 
consideration could dispense from the law of Con^ 
stantine; the clergy, the senate, and the people, 
disapproved the conduct of Romanus ; and he was 
reproached, both in his life and death, as the au- 
Thethird ^^^^ of the public disgrace. HI. For the marriage 
A.D.943! of his own son with the daughter of Hugo, king of 
-Italy, a more honourable defence is contrived by 

the 
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the wife Porphyrogenitus. Constantine, the great <!: h a p. 
and holy, esteemed the fidelity and valour ot the ^iii. 
Franks * j' and his prophetic spirit beheld the * 
vision of their future greatness. They alone were 
excepted from the general prohibition: Hugo 
.king of France was the lineal descendant of Char- 
lemagne f ; and his daughter* Bertha inherited 
the prerogatives of her family and nation. The 
voice of truth and malice insensibly betrayed the 
fraud or error of the Imperial court. The patri- 
monial estate of Hugo was reduced from the mo- 
narchy of France to the simple county of Aries ; 
.though it was not denied, that, in the confusion 
of the times, he had usurped the sovereignty of 
Provence, and invaded the kingdom of Italy. His " 

father was a private noble : And if Bertha derived 
her female descent from the Carlovingian line, 
every step was polluted with illegitimacy or vice. 
The grandmother of Hugo was the famous Val- 
drada, the concubine,, rather than the wife, of the 
second Lothair ; whose adultery, divorce, and se- 
cond nuptials, had provoked against him the thun- 
ders of the Vatican. His mother, as she was stiled, 
the great Bertha, was successively the wife of th6 
count of Aries and of the marquis of Tuscany : 
France and Italy were scandalised by her gal- 

K 2 lantries ; 

* Constantine was made to praise the luyitux and ^i^etmee 
of the Franks, with whom he claimed a private and public alli- 
ance. The French writers (Isaac Casaubon in Dedicat. Polybii) 
are highly delighted with these compliments, 

f Constantine Porphyrogenitus (de Administrat. Imp. c, 26.) 
exhibits a pedigree and life of the illustrious king Hugo, (^te^*- 
/3Ai9mf ^ny^ Ot/y^y^f.) A more correct idea may be formed from 
thie Criticism of Pagi, the Annals of Muratorij and the Abrid^ 
"jflent of St Marc, A. D. 925 — 946* 



Digitized by 



Google 



,32 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, lantries ; and, till the age of threescore, her 
Liii. lovers, of every degree, were the zealous servants 

^ ■ • ' ' y ' of her aml^ition. The example of maternal in- 
continence was copied by the king of Italy j and 
the three favourite concubines of Hugo were de- 
corated with the classic names of Venus, Juno, 
and Semele *• The daughter of Venus was grant- 
ed to the solicitations of the Byzantine court; her 
name of Bertha was changed to that of Eudoxia; 
and she was wedded, or rather betrothed, to young 
Romanus, the future heir of the empire of the 
East. The consvimmation of this foreign alliance 
was suspended by the tender age of the two par- 
ties ; and, at the end of five years, the union was 
dissolved by the death of the virgin spouse. The 
second wife of the emperor Pvomanus was a maiden 
of plebeian, but of Roman birth ; and their two 
daughters, Theophano and Anne, were given in . 
^ marriage to the princes of the earth. The eldest 

Germany, was bestowed as the pledge of peace, on the eldest 
son of the great Otho, who had solicited this al- 
liance with arms and embassies., It might legally 
be questioned how far a Saxon was entitled to the 
privilege of the French nation ; but every scruple 
was silenced by the fame and piety of a hero who 
had restored the empire of the West. After the 
death of her father-in-law and husband, Theo- 
phano governed Rome, Italy, and Germany, dur-- 

ing 

• After the mention of the three goddesses, Liutprand very 
naturally adds, et quoniam non rex solos iis abutebatur, earum 
nati ex incertis patribus originem ducunt ; (Hist* 1- iv. c. 6.) 
for the marriage of the younger Bertha, (see Hist. 1. v. c. 5.) 
for the incbntinence of the elder, dulcis exercitio Hymenxi, 1. ii.^ 
c. 15 ;, for the virtues and vices of Hugo, 1. iii. c. 5. Yet it 
must i^ot'be forgot that the bishop of Cremona was a lover of 



A.D.973. 



$candal» 
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ing the minority of her son, the third Otho ; and chap. 
the Latins have praised the virtues of an empress, lui. 
who sacrificed to a superior duty the remembrance ' — ^^""*^ 
of her country *. In the nuptials of her sister 
Anne, every prejudice was lost, and every con- 
iideration of dignity was superseded, by the 
strongerargumentof necessity and fear. A Pagan Woiodb- 
of the north, Wolodomir, great prince of Russia, Russia, 
aspired to a daughter of the Roman purple; and A.D.988. 
his claim was enforced by the threats of war, the 
promise of conversion, and the bfTer^of a powerful 
succour against a domestic rebel. A victim of 
her religion and country, the Grecian princess 
was torn from the palace of her fathers, and con- 
demned to a savage reign and an hopeless exile ' 
6n the banks of the Borysthenes, or in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Polar circle f . Yet the marriage 
of Anne was fortunate and fruitful ; the daughter 
of her grandson Jeroslaus was recommended by 
her Imperial descent ; and the king of France, 
Henry I. sought a wife on the last borders of 
Europe and Christendom {. v 

K3 In 

' * Licet ilia Impcratrix Graeca sibi et aliis fuisset satis utilii, 
ct optima, &c. is the preamble of an inimical writer, apud Pagi, 
torn. iv. A. D. 989, No. 3. Her marriage and principal ac- 
tions may be found in Muratori, Pagi, and St Marc, under the 
proper years. 

+ Cedrenus, torn. 11. p. 699. Zonara^j, torn. ii. p. 221. El- 
macin. Hist. Saracenica, 1. iii. c. 6. Nestor apud Levesque, 
torn. ii. p. 112. Pagi, Critica, A.D. 987, No. "6, a shigular 
concourse ! "Wolodomir and Anne ar6 ranked among the saints 
of the Russian church. Yet we know his vices, and are igno- 
rant of her virtues. 

t Henricus primus duxit uxorem Scythicam, Russam, filiami 

^«gis Jeroslai. An embassy of bishops was sent into Russia, 
and the father gratanter filiam cum multis donis misit. This 
event happened in the year 1051. See the, passages of the ori- 
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c H A pI In the Byzantine palace, the emperor was the 
LIU. first slave of the ceremonies which he imposed, of 
*—^'^ the rigid forms which regulated each word and 
power/^ gesture, besieged him in the palace, and violated 
the leisure of his rural soHtude. But the lives 
and fortimes of millions hung on his arbitrary 
will ; and the firmest minds, superior to the al- 
lurements of pomp and luxury^ may be seduced 
by the more active pleasure of commanding their 
equals. The legislative and executive power 
were centered in the person of the monarch, and 
the last remains of the authority of the senate 
were finally eradicated by Leo the philosopher ^; 
A lethargy of servitude had benumbed the 
minds of the Greeks; in the wildest tumults of 
rebellion they never aspired to the idea of a free 
constitution; and the private character of the 
pnnce was the only source and measure of their 
public happiness. Superstition riv^tted their 
chains ; in the church of St Sophia, he. was so- 
lemnly crowned by the patriarch.; at the foot 
of the altar, they pledged their passive and un- 
Corona- conditional obedience to his government and fa- 
tionoath. mily. On his side he engaged to abstain as 
much as possible from the capital punishments of 
death and mutilation ; his orthodox creed- was 
subscribed with his own hand, and he promised 
to obey the decrees of the seven synods, and the 

canons 

ginal chronicles in Bouquet's Historians of France, (torn. xi. p. 
39, 159. 161. 319, 384. 481.} Voltaire might wonder at this 
alliance ; but he should not have owned hi§, ignorance of the 
country, religion, &c. of Jeroslaus — a n^me so conspicuous in 
the Russian annals. 

* A constitution of Leo the philosopher (Ixxviii.) ne senatus- 
que consulta amplius fiant, speaks the language of naked despot- 
ism, f{ a Tfi (Mvx^KCv K^etTog mv rvrofv ctfn^reu luoixnertv, xxi eticxt- 
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tanons of the holy church *. But the assuraxiee chap. 
of mercy was loose and indefinite: He swore, not liii. 
to his people, but to an invisible judge, and ex- ""^ — ^ 
Gept .in the inexpiable guilt of heresy, the mini- 
sters of heaven were always prepared to preach the 
indefeasible right, and to absolve the venial trans- 
gressions, of their sovereign. The Greek eccle- 
siastics were themselves the subjects of the civil ma- 
gistrate ; at the nod of a tyrant, the bishops were 
created, or transferred, or deposed, or punished 
with an ignominious death: Whatever might be 
their wealth or influence, they could never suc- 
ceed Hke the Latin clergy in the establishment of 
an independent republic; and the patriarch of 
Constantinople condemned, what he secretly en- 
vied, the temporal greatness of his Roman bro- > 
ther. Yet the exercise of boundless despotism is 
'happily checked by the laws of nature and neces- 
sity. ' In proportion to his wisdom and virtue, the 
master of an empire is confined to the path of his 
sacred and laborious duty. In proportion to his 
vice and folly, he drops the sceptre too weighty 
for his hands; and the motions of the royal image 
are ruled by the imperceptible thread of some mi- 
nister or favourite, who undertakes for his private 
interest to exercise the task of the public oppres- 
sion. In some fatal moment, the most absolute 
monarch may dread the reason or the caprice of a 
nation of slaves; and experience has proved, that 
K 4 whatever 

* Codinus (de Officiis, c. xvil. p. 120, 121.) gives an ide? 
of this oath so strong to the church sris-cf iteci yr/irtog hxcg xx^ 
vicg Tjjf xyiUf 6x«Aifo-/«f, SO weak to the peop^e Kcct uTri^ia-^eti ^ovm 
KXt xx,^afrn^ieca-fMJy km ^[A^iMy rarots Kctrot to ^vvur^v. 
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CHAP. 
LIII. 

^ , 1 

Military 
force of 
the 

Greeks, 
the 

Saracens, 
s^nd the 
Franks. 



Navy 
of the 
Greeks. 



whatever is gained in the extent, is lost in thg 
safety and solidity, of regal power. 

Whatever titles a despot may assume, whatever 
claims he may assert, it is on the sword that he 
must ultimately depend to guard him against his 
foreign and domestic enemies. From the age of 
Charlemagne to that of the Crusades, the world 
(for I overlook the remote monarchy of China) 
was occupied and disputed by the three great 
empires or nations of the Greeks, the Saracens, 
and the Franks. Their military strength may 
be ascertained by a comparison of their cou- 
rage, their arts and riches, and their obedience 
to a supreme head, who might call into action 
all the energies of the state. The Greeks, far 
inferior to their rivak in the first, were superior 
to the Franks, and at least equal to the Saracens, 
in the second and third of these warlike qualifi^ 
cations. 

The wealth of the Greeks enabled them to pur- 
chase the service of the poorer nations, and to 
maintain a naval power for the protection of their 
coasts and the annoyance of their enemies *. A 
commerce of mutual benefit exchanged the gold 
bf Constantinople for the blood of the Sclavonians 
and Turks, the Bulgarians and Russians ; their 
valour contributed to the victories of Nicephorus 

and 



* If 'we listen to the threats of Nicephorus, to the ambassa- 
dor of btho. Nee est in mari domino tuo classiiun numerus. 
Kavigantium fortitudo mihi soli inest, qui eum classibus aggre- 
diar, bello maritimas ejus civitates demoliar ; et quse flumini- 
bus bunt vicina redigam in favillam. (Liutprand in Legat. ^i 
Nicephorum Phocam, in Muratori Scriptores Rerura Italicarum, 
torn. ii. pars i. p. 481. He observes in another place^ qui 
cseteris prsestant Venetici sunt et Amalphitani. 
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and Zimisces ; and if an hostile people pressed too c h a p# 
closely on the frontier, they were recalled to the i-ni. 
defence of their country, and the desire of peace, 
by the well-rtianaged attack of a more distailt 
tribe *. The command of the Mediterranean, 
froni the mouth of the! Tanais to the columns of 
HerculeSj was always claimed, and often pos- 
sessed, by the successors of Constantine. Their 
capital was filled with naval stores and dexterous 
artificers; the situatioh of Greece and Asia, the 
long coasts, deep gulphs, and numerous islands, 
accustomed their subjects to the exercise of navi- 
gation; and the trade of Venice and Amalfi 
supplied a nursery of seamen to the Imperial 
fleet f . Since the time of the Pelbponesian and 
Punic wars, the sphere of action had not been 
enlarged; and the science of naval architecture 
appears to have declined. The art of constructing 
those stupendous machines which displayed three, 
or six, or ten, ranges of oars, rising above, or 
falling behind, each other, was unknown to the 
ship-builders of Constantinople, as well as to the 
mechanicians of modern days f. The Dro^ 

mones^ 

* Nee ipsa capiet eum (the emperor Otho) in qui ortus est 
pauper et pellicea Saxonia; pecunia qu&. poUemus omnes na- 
tiones super eum invitabimus; et quasi Keramicum confringe- 
mus. (Liiftprand in Legat. p. 487.) The two books, De ad- 
ministrando Imperioy perpetually inculcate the same policy. 

t The ninteenth chapter of the Tactics of Leo, (Mcurs. 
Opera, torn. ti. p. 825 — 848.) which is given more correct 
from a manuscript of Gudius, by the laborious Fabricius, (Bib- 
liot. Gr$ec. torn. vi. p. 37a — 379.) relates to the Naumathia 
or naval war. 

X Even of fifteen or sixteen rows of oars, in the navy of De^^ 
metritis Poliorcetes. These were for real use; the forty rows 

of 
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jC H A p. moncs *, or light galUes of the Byzantine emi^xc^ 
Lin. were content with two tier of oars; each tier was 
composed of five and twenty benches; and two 
rowers were seated on each bench, who plyed their 
oars on either side of the vessel. To these we must 
add the captain or centurion, who, intime of action, 
stood erect with his armour-bearer on the poop, 
two steersmen at the helm, and two oflBcers at thje? 
prow, the one to manage the anchor, the other 
to point and play against the enemy the tube of 
liquid fire. The whole crew, as in the infancy 
of the art, perforiped the double service of ma- 
riners and soldiers; they were provided with 
defensive and offensive arms, with bows and 
arrows, which they used from the \ipper deck, 
with long pikes, which they pushed through the 
port-holes of the lower tier. Sometimes, indeed, 
the ships of war were of. a larger and more solid 
construction ; and the labours of combat and 
navigation were more regularly divided between 
seventy soldiers and two hundred and thirty ma- 
riners. But for the most part they were of the 
light and manageable size; and as the cape of 
Malea in Peloponesus was still clothed with its 
ancient terrors, an Imperial fleet was transported 
five miles over land across the Isthmus of Co- 
rinth, 

of Ptolemy Philadelpbus were applied to a floating palace, 
whose tonnage, according to Dr Arbuthnot, (Tables of ancient 
Coins, &c. p. 231—236.) is compared as 4-^- to one, with an 
English i(Do-gun ship. 

. * The Dromones of Leo, &c; are so clearly described with 
two tier of oars, that I must censure the version- of Meursius 
and Fabricius, who pervert the sense by a blind attachment to 
the classic appellation of Triremes* The Byzantine historian? 
«re sometimes guilty of the same inaccuracy. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP 'THE ROMAN EMPIRE. tfy 

rinth *. The principles of maritime tactics had c H a f* 
-not undergone any change since the time of Thu- i-ur. 
cydides ; a sqiiadron of gallies still advanced in a 
crescent, charged to the front, and strove to 
impel their sharp beaks against the feeble sides of 
their antagonists, A machine for casting stones 
and darts was biiilt of strong timbers in the midst 
of the deck ; and the operation of boarding was 
effected by a crane that hoisted baskets of armed 
men. The language of signals, so clear and co- 
pious in the naval grammar of the moderns, was 
imperfectly expressed by the various positions and 
colours of a commanding flag. In the darkness 
of the night the same orders to chase, to attack, 
to halt, to retreat, to break, to form, were con- 
veyed by the lights of the leading galley. By 
land, the fire-signals were repeated from one 
mountain to another ; a chain of eight stations 
commanded, a space of five hundred miles ; and 
Constantinople in a few hours was apprized of 
the hostile motions of the Saracens of Tarsus f . 
Some estimate may be formed of the power of 

the 

* Constantin. Porphyrogen. in Vit. Basil, c. IxL p. 1 85. 
He calmly praises the stratagem as a ^SsAnv avyirnv km o'd^my, but 
the sailing round Peloponesus is described by his terrified fan- 
cy as a circumnavigation of a thousand miles. 

t The continuator of Theophanes (1. iv. p. 122, 123.) names 
the successive stations, the castle of Lulum near Tarsus, mount 
Argaeus, Isamus, iEgilus, the hill of Mamas, Cyrisus, Mocilus, 
the hill of Auxentius, the sun-dial of the Pharus of the great 
palace. He affirms, that the news were transmitted iv etKot^u^ 
in an indivisible moment of time. Miserable amplification, 
which, by saying too much, says nothing. How much more 
forcible and instructive would have been the definition of three, 
©r six, or twelve hours I 
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CHAP, the Greek emperors, by the curious and minut* 
uii. detail of the armament which was prepared for 

*■■ " ' ¥ ^ the reduction of Crete. A fleet of one hundred 

and twelve gallies, and seventy-five vessels of the 
Pamphylian stile, was equipped in the capital, 
the islands of the iEgean sea, and the sea-ports of 
Asia, Macedonia, and Greece. It carried thirty- 
four thousand mariners, seven thousand three 
hundred and forty soldiers, seven hundred Rus- 
sians^ and five thousand and eighty-seven Mar- 
daites, whose fathers had been transplanted from 
the mountains of Libanus. Their pay, most 
probably of a month, was computed at thirty-four 
centenaries of gold, about one hundred and thirty- 
six thousand pounds Sterling. Our fancy is be- 
wildered by the endless recapitulation of arms and 
engines, of clothes and linen, of bread for the 
men, and forage for the horses, and of stores and 
utensils of every description, inadequate to the 
conquest of a petty island, but amply sufficient 
for the establishment of a flourishing colony *. 
Tactics The invention of the Greek fire did not, like 

rarter"" ^^^^ ^^ gunpowder, produce a total revolution in 
«f the the art of war. To these liquid combustibles, 
eeksf. ^j^^ ^.^y ^^^ empire of Constantinople owed their 
deliverance ; and they were employed in sieges 
and sea-fights with terrible effect. But they were 

either 

* See the Ceremoniale of Constantine Porphyrogenitus, I. 
iu c. 44. p. 176 — 192. A critical reader will discern some 
inconsistencies in different parts of this account ; but they are 
not more obscure or more stubborn than the establishment and 
effectives, the present and fit for duty, the rank and file and the 
private, of a modern return, which retain in proper hands the 
knowledge of these profitable mysteries. 
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cither less improved, or less susceptible of im- chap* 
provement ; the engines of antiquity, the cata- liii. 
pultae, balistae^ and battering-rams, were still of ^-' v * 
most frequent and powerful use in the attack and 
defence of fortifications; nor was the decision of 
battles reduced to the quick and h^avyjire of a 
line of infantry, whom it were fruitless to protect 
with armour against a similar fire of their enemies. 
Steel and iron were still the common instruments 
of destruction and safety ; and the helmets, cui- 
rasfies, and shields, of the tenth century did not^ 
either inform or substance, essentially difierfrom 
those which had covered the companions of Alex- 
ander or Achilles *. But instead of accustoming 
the modern Greeks, like the legionaries of old, 
to the constant and easy use of this salutary 
weight, their armour was laid aside in light cha- 
riots, which followed the march, till, on the ap- 
proach of an enemy, they resumed with hastc.and 
reluctance the unusual incumbrance. Their of- 
fensive weapons consisted of swords, battle-axes, 
and spears ; but the Macedonian pike was shorten-. 
ed a fourth of its length, and reduced to the more 
convenient measure of twelve cubits or feet. The 
sharpness of the Scythian and Arabian arrows had 
been severely felt ; and the emperors lament the 
decay of archery as a cause of the public misfor- 
tunes, and recommend, as an advice, and a com- 
mand, that the military youth, till the age of 
fprty, should assiduously practise the exercise* of 

the 

♦ See the fifth, sixth, and seventh ch^^jiters, an^< «;rA«r^ 
wf^i 9T>uowf and ^n^t yvftmcMi, in the Tactics of Leo^ with the 
conespoAding passages in those of Conatantiner 
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CHAP, the bow *. The bands , or regiments, were usu- 
i-ui. ally three hundred strong ; and, as a medium 
' between the extremes of four and sixteen, the 
foot*soldiers of Leo and Constantine were formed 
eight deep; but the cavalry charged in four ranks, 
from the reasonable consideration, that the weight 
of the front could not be increased by any pres- 
sure of the hindmost horses. If the ranks of the 
infantry or cavalry were Sbmetimes doubled, this 
cautious array betrayed a secret distrust of the 
courage of the troops, whose numbers might swell 
the appearance of the line, but pf whom only a 
chosen band would dare to encounter the spears 
and swords of the Barbarians. The order of 
battle must have varied according to the ground, 
the object, and the adversary ; but their ordinary 
disposition, in two lines and a reserve, presented 
a succession of hopes and resources most agree- 
* able to the temper as well as the judgment of the 
Greeks f . In ca:>e of a repulse, the first line fell 
back into the intervals of the second ; and the 
reserve, breaking into two divisions, wheeled 
round the flanks to improve the victory or cover 
the retreat. Whatever authority could enact was 
accomplished, at least in theory, by the carnp^ 
^nd marches, the exercises and evolutions, the 

edicts 

* They observe tjj? y«^ x-c^uxi ^eemXtt^ »fifXn$ua-ccg .... 
$f T6tf Tofftuycig roc yrdXX^ wit U4/h <r^»Xf€ttr» yiHa-^cti (Leo, Tactic* 
p. 581. Constantin. p. 1216.) Yet such were not the maxims 
of the Greeks and Rojtnans, who despised the loose and distant 
practice of archery. » 

t Compare the passages of the Tactics, p. 669. and 7ft i. 
and the xiith with the xviiith chapter. 
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edicts and books, of the Byzantine monarch *• chap. 
Whatever art could produce from the forge, the ^-m* 
loom, or the laboratory, was abundantly supplied ~ " 
by the riches of the prince, and the industry of 
his numeix>us workmen. But neither authority 
nor art could frame the most important machine, 
the soldier himself; and if the ceremonies of Con- 
stantine always suppose the safe and triumphal 
return of the emperor f, his tactics seldom soar 
above the means of escaping a defeat, and pro- 
crastinating the war J. Notwithstanding some 
transient success, the Greeks were sunk in their 
own esteem and that of their neighbours. A cold 
hand and a loquacious tongue was the vulgar de- 
scription of the nation; the author of the tactics- 
was besieged in his capital; and the last of the 
Barbarians, who trembled at the name of the 
Saracens, or Franks, could proudly exhibit the 
medals of gold and silver which they had extort- 
ed from the feeble sovereign of Constantinople. 

What 

♦ In the preface to his Tactics, Leo very freely deplores the / 
loss of discipline and the calamities of the times, and repeats, 
without scruple, (Proem, p. 537.) the reproaches of etfuMtecj 
tcTuiwy etyvfMttvuij ?siAi«(, &c. nor does it appear that the same 
censiues were less deserved in the next generation by the dis- 
ciples of Constantine. 

t See in the Ceremonial (1. iL c. i^. p. 353.) the form of 
the emperor's trampling on the necks of the captive Saracens, 
while the singers chanted, " thou hast made my enemies my 
footstool 1" and the people shouted forty times the kyrie elei- 
«on. 

. t Leo observes (Tactic, p. 668.) that a fair open battle a- 

gainst any nation whatsoever, is tma^oi^ and i9r«*«^t;My ,• the 

words are strong, and the remark is true; yet if such had been. 

the opinion of the old Romans, Leo had never reigned on the 

^ores of the Thracian Bosphorus* 

ffgitized by Google 




,44 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

What spirit their government and character 
denied, might have been inspired in some degree 
by the influence of religion; but the religion of 
the Greeks could only teach them to suffer and 
to yield. The emperor Nicfephorus, who restored 
for a moment the discipline and glory of the 
Jloman name, was desirous of bestowing the ho- 
nours of martyrdom on the Christians, who lost 
their lives in an holy war against the infidels, 
gut this political law was defeated by the op- 
position of the patriarch, the bishops, ' and the 
principal senators; and they strenuously urged the 
canons of St Basil, that all who were polluted by 
the bloody trade of a soldier, should be separated, 
during three years, from the communion of the 

faithful*. 
Character These scruplfes of the Greeks have been com- 
t^lfthe pared with the tears of the primitive Moslems 
Saracens. ;vvhen they were held back from battle ; and this 
contrast of base superstition, and high-spirited 
enthusiasm, unfolds to a philosophic eye the 
history, of the rival nations. The subjects of the 
last caliphs f had undoubtedly degenerated from 
the zeal and faith of the companions of the pro- 
phet. Yet their martial creed still represented 

the 

* Zonaras (torn. li. 1. xvi. p. 202, 203.) and Cedrenus, (Cora- 
pend. p. 668.) who relate the design of Nicephorus, most un- 
fortunately apply the epithet of ytvfm^fs to the opposition of the 
patriarch. 

t The eighteenth chapter of the tactics of the different na- 
tions, is the most historical and useful of the whole collection 
of Leo. The manners and arms of the Saracens, (Tactic, p. 
809-^17. and a fragment from the Medicean MS. in the pre- 
•fece of the sixth volume of Meursius,) the Roman emperor was 
toojrec^uently called upon to study. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 145 

the deity as the author of war * ; the vital chap. 
though latent spark of faniaticism still glqwed m Lin- 
the heart of their religion, and among the Sara- ' ^ 
cens who dwelt on the Christian^ borders, it was 
frequently rekindled to a lively and active flame. 
Their regular force was formed of the valiant 
slaves who had been educated to guard the person 
and accompany the standard of their lord ; but 
the Mussulman people of Syria and Cilicia, of 
Africa and Spain, was awakened by the trumpet 
which proclaimed an holy war against the infidels. 
The rich were ambitious of death or victory in 
the. cause of God ; the poor were allured by the 
hopes of plunder ; and the old, the infirm, and 
the women, assumed their share of meritorious 
service by sending their substitutes, with arms 
and horses, into the field. These offensive and 
defensive arms were similar in strength and temper 
to those of the Romans, whom they far excelled 
in the management of the horse and the bow ; 
the massy silver of their belts, their bridles, and 
tiieir swords, displayed the magnificence of a 
prosperous nation, and except some black archers 
of the South, the Arabs disdained the naked 
bravery of their ancestors. Instead of waggons, 
they were attended by a long train of camels, 
mules, and asses ; the multitude of these animals, 
whom they bedecked with flags and streamers, 
appeared to swell the pomp and magnitude of 
their host; and the horses of the enemy were 
Vol. X. L often 

it?i$fr». Lcpn. Tactic, p. boy. 
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CHAP, often disordered by the uncouth figure ahd odious 
Liii. smell of the camels of the East. Invincible by 

" ' ^ -^ their patience of thirst and heat, their spirits 
were frozen bj^a winter's cold, and the con- 
sciousness of their propensity to sleep exacted the 
most rigorous precautions against the surprises 
of the night. Their order of battle was a long 
^ square of two deep and solid lines ; the first of 
archers, the second of cavalry. In their engage- 
ments by sea and land, they sustained with patient 
firmness the fury of the attack, and seldom ad- 
vanced to the charge till they could discern and 
oppress the lassitude of their foes. But if they 
were repulsed and broken, they knew not how to 
rally or renew the combat; and tlieir dismay was 
heightened by the superstitious prejudice, that 
God had declared himself on the side of their 
enemies. The decline and fall of the caliphs 
countenanced this fearful opinion ; nor were there 
Wanting, among the Mahometans and Christians, 
some obscure prophecies * which prognosticated 
theii- alternate defeats.- The unity oj the Arabian 
empire was dissolved, but the independent frag- 
ments were equal to populous and powerful 
kingdoms ; ahd in their naval and niilitary arma- 
ments, an emir of Aleppo or Tunis might com- 
mand no despicable fund of skill and industry and 
treasure. In their transactions of peace and war 

with 

* Liutprand (p. 484, 485.) relates and interprets ihe oracles 
of the Greeks and Saracens, in which, after the fashion of pro- 
phecy, the past is plear and historical, the future is dark, aenig- 
inatical, and erroneous. From this boundary of light and 
shade, an impartial critic may commonly determine the date of 
the composition. 
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with the Saracens, the princes of Constantinople chap. 
too often felt that these barbacians had nothing i-^ii- 
barbarous in their discipline ; and that if they " ' 
were destitute of original genius,<they had been 
endowed with a quick spirit of curiosity and imi- 
tation. The model was indeed more perfect than 
the copy ; their ships, and engines, and fortifica- 
tions, were of a less skilful construction ; and 
they confess, without shame, that the same God ^ 
who has given a tongue to the Arabians, had more , 
nicely fashioned the hands of the Chinese, and 
the heads of the Greeks *. 

A name of some German tribes between the The 
Rhine and the Weser had spread its victorious L^tin^t^^ 
influence over the greatest part of Gaul, Germany, 
and Italy; and the common appellation of 
Franks f was applied by the Greeks and Ara- 
bians to the Christians of the Latin church, the 
nations of the West, who stretched beyond their 
knowledge to the shores of the Atlantic Ocean. 
The vast body had been inspired and united by 
the soul of Charlemagne; but the division and 
degeneracy of his race soon annihilated the Im- 
perial power, which would have rivalled the Cae- 
sars of Byzantium, and revenged the indignities 

L 2 of . 

* The sense of this distinction is expressed by Abulpharagius, 
(Dynast, p. 2. 62. 10 1.) but I cannot recollect the passage in. 
which it is conveyed by this lively apothegm. 

t- Ex Francis, quo nomine tarn Latinos quam Teutones com- 
prehendit, ludum habuit, (Liutprand in Legat. ad Imp. Nice- 
phorum, p. 483, 484.) This extension of the name may be 
confirmed from Const^ntine (de administrando Imperio, 1. ii. c. . ^ 
27, 28.) and Eutychius, (Annal. torn. i. p. 55, 56 ) who both 
lived before the crusades. The testimonies of Abulpharagius 
(Dynast, p. 69.) and Abulfeda (Prefat. ad Geograph.) arc more 
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c H A p» of the Christian name. The enemies no longer 
Lin. feared, nor could the subjects any longer trust, 

' - ' V "" ' the application of a public revenue, the labours 
of trade and manufactures in the military service,, 
the mutual aid of provinces and armies, and the 
naval squadrons which were regularly stationed 
from the mouth of the Elbe to that of the Tiber. 
In the beginning of the tenth century, the family 
of Charlemagne had almost disappeared ; his mo- 
narchy was broken into many hostile and ifide- 
pendent states ; the regal title was assumed by 
.the most ambitious dhiefs; their revolt was imi- 
tated in a long subordination of anarchy and dis- 
cord, and the nobles of every province disobeyed 
their sovereign, oppressed their vassals, and exer- 
cised perpetual hostilities against their equals and 
neighbours. Their private wars, which overturned 
the fabric of government, fomented the martial 
spirit of the nation. In the system of modern 
Europe, the power of the sword is possessed, at 
least in fact, by five or six mighty potentates j 
their operations are conducted on a distant fron- 
tier, by an order of men who devote their lives to 
the study and practice of the military art ; the 
rest of the country and community enjoys in the 
midst of war the tranquillity of peace, and is only 
made sensible of the change by the aggravation or 
decrease of the public taxes. In the disorders of 
the tenth and eleventh centuries, every peasant 
was a soldier, and every village a fortification ; 
each wood or valley was a scene of murder and 
rapine ; and the lords of each castle were compel- 
led to assume the character of princes and warriors* 

To 
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. To their own courage and policy, they boldly chap. 
trusted for the safety of their family, the protec- liii. 
tiori of their lands, and the revenge of their inju- ' ^^^"^ 
lies ; and, like the conquerors of a larger size, 
they were too apt to transgress the privilege of de- 
fensive war. The powers of the mind and body 
were hardened by the presence of danger and ne^ 
cessity of resolution ; the same spirit refused to 
desert a friend and to forgive an enemy ; and, in- 
stead of sleeping under the guardian care of the 
magistrate^ they proudly disdained the authority 
of the iaws. In the days of feudal anarchy, the 
instruments of agriculture and art were converted 

/ into the weapons of bloodshed : The peaceful oc- 
<:upations of civil and ecclesiastical society were 
abolished or corrupted ; and the bishop who ex- 
changed his mitre for an helmet, was more forci- 
bly urged by the mauners of the times than by 
the obligation of his tenure *. 

The love of freedom and of arms was felt, with Their cha- 
conscious pride, by the Franks themselves, and is l^^^?^ ^^^ 
observed by the Greeks with some degree of 
amazement and terror. " The Franks," says the 
emperor Constantine, " are bold and valiant to 
** the verge of temerity ; and their dauntless spirit 

. ^' is supported by the contempt of danger and 
*' de^th. In the field and in close onset, they press 

** to thefront,and rush headlong against the enemy, ' 

L 3 " without 

* On this subject of ecclesiastical ancl beneficiary discipline, 
father Thomassin (torn. iii. 1. i. c. 40. 45; 46, 47.) may be use- 
fully consulted. A general law of Charlemagne exempted the 
bishops from personal service ; but the opposite practice, which 
prevailed from the ixth to the xvth century, is countenanced 
by the example or silence of saints and doctors .... You 
justify your cowardice by the holy canons, says Rutherius of 
Verona ; the canons likewise forbid you to whore, and yet—— 
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c H A p. *^ without deigning to compute either his numbers 
Liii. « or their own. Their ranks are formed by the 
" firm connexions of consanguinity and friend- 
*' ship ; and their martial deeds are prompted by 
'*' the desire of saving or revenging their dearest 
" companions. In their eyes, a retreat is a 
" shameful flight ; and flight is indelible in- 
*' famy *." A nation endowed with such high . 
and intrepid spirit, must have been secure of vic- 
tory, if these advantages had not been counter- 
balanced by many weighty defects: The decay 
of their naval power left the Greeks and Saracens 
in possession of the sea, for every purpose of an- 
noyance and supply. In the age which preced-r 
ed the institution of knighthood, the Franks were 
rude and unskilfutin the service of cavalry f ; and 
in all perilous emergencies, their warriors were so 
conscious ot their ignorance, that they chose to dis- 
mount from their horses and fight on foot. Unprac - 
tised in the use of pikes, or of missile weapons, they 
were encumbered by the length of their swords, 
the weight of their armour, the magnitude of their 
shields, and, if Imay repeat the satireof the meagre 
Greeks, by their unwieldy intemperance. Thfeir 
independent spirit disdained the yoke of subordi- 
nation, and abandoned the standard of their chief, 
if he attempted to keep the field beyond the term 

of 

* In the xviiith chapter of his Tactics, the emperor I>eo has 
fairly stated the military vices and virtues of the Franks (whom 
Meursius ridiculously translates by Calli) and the Lombards, or 
Langobards. See likewise the xxvith Dissertation of Muratori 
de Antiquitatibus Italiae medii -^vi. 

t Domini tui milites (says the proud Nicephorus) equitandi 
ignari pedestris pugnae sunt inscii ; scutorum magnitudo, lori- 
carum gravitudo, ejisium longitudo, galearumque pondus neutra 
parto pugnare eos sinit ; ac subridens, impedit, inquit, ac eos 
gastrimari^ia hoc est ventris iiigluvics, &c. Liutprand in Legate 
p. 480, 48 1 . ' 
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of their stipulation or service. On all sides they chap. 
were opea to the snares of an enemy, less brave, uii. 
but more artful, than themselves. They might '" '^ ■' 
be bribed, for the Barbarians were venal ; or sur- 
prised in the night, for they neglected the precau- 
tions of a close encampment or vigilant centinels. 
The fatigues of a summer's campaign exhausted 
their strength and patience, and they sunk in de- 
spair if their voracious appetite was disappointed 
of a plcntifpl supply of wine and of food. This 
general ^character of the Franks was marked with 
some national and local shades, which I should 
ascribe to accident, rather than to climate, but 
^ which were visible both to natives and to foreign- 
ers. An ambassador of the grea\ Otho declared, 
in the palace of Constantinople, that the Saxons 
could dispute with swords better than with pens; 
and that they preferred inevitable death to the dis- 
honour of turning their backs to an enemy *, It 
was the glory of the nobles of France, that, in 
their humble dwellings, war and rapine were the 
only pleasure, the sole occupation, of their lives. 
They affected to deride the palaces, the banquets, 
the polished manners, of the Italians, who, in the 
estimate of the Greeks themselves, had degene- 
rated from the liberty and valour of the ancient 
Lombards f . 

L 4 By 

* In Saxonia certe scio .... decentius ensibus pugnare 
quam calamis, et prius mortem obire quam hostibus terga dare, 
(Liutprand, p. 482.) 

Af0-«)u Leonis Tactics, p. 1 8. p. 805* The emperor Leo died 

A.D. 
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CHAP. By the well-known edict of Garacalla, his sub- 
Liii. jecis, from Britain to Egypt, were entitled to the 
*^; ^; — name and privileges of Romans, and their national 
of the sovereign might fix his occasional or permanent re- 
Latin Ian- sidence in any province of their common country. 
In the division of the East and West, an ideal unity 
was scrupulously preserved, and in their titles, laws, 
and statutes, the successors of Arcadius and Ho- 
norius announced themselves as the inseparable 
colleagues of the same office, as the joint sove- 
reigns of the Romdn world and city, which were 
bounded by the same limits. After the fall of the 
Western monarchy, the majesty of the purple re- 
sided solely in the princes of Constantinople; and 
of these, Justinian was the first, who after a di- 
vorce of sixty years regained the dominion of an- 
cient Rome, and asserted, by the right of conquest, 
the august title of emperor of the Romans *. A 
motive of vanity or discontent solicited one of his 

' successors, 

A. D. 9TI ; an historical poem, which ends in 916, and ap- 
pears to have been composed in 940, by a native of Venetia, 
discriminates in these verses the manners of Italy and France : 

Quid inertia bello 

Pectora (Ubertus ait) duris praetenditis armis 
O Itali ? Potius vobis sacra pocula cordi; 
Saepius et stomachum nitidis laxare saginis 
Elatasque domos rutilo fulcire metallo. 
Non eadem Gallos similis vel cura remordet ; 
Vicinas quibus est studium devincere terras 
Depressumque larem spoliis hinc inde coactis 
Sustentar e ■■ 
(Anonym. Carmen Panegyricum de Laudibus Bcrengarii Au- 
gusti, 1. ii. in Muratori Script. Rerum Italic, torn. ii. pars i. 
p. 393O 

* Justinian, says the Historian Agathias, (1. v. p. 157*) 
^(«»r«f VetfAxim uvr^K^ecrtt^ tfcfietrt tuct ^^etyfucri. Yet the 
Specific title of emperor oi the Romans was not used at Con- 
stantinople, till it had been claimed by the French and German 
emperors of old Rome. 
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successors, Constans the second, to abandon the chap. 
Tbracian Bosphorus, and to restore the pristine mi. 
honours of the Tiber; an extravagant project, '" ■ » 
(exclaims the malicious JByzantine.,) as if he. had 
despoiled a beautiful and blooming virgin, to enrich, 
or rather to expose, the deformity of a wrinkled 
and. decrepit matron *. But the sword pf the 
Lombards opposed his settlem^ilt in Italy; he 
entered Rome, not as a conqueror, but as. a fugi- 
tive, and, after a visit of twelve days, he pillaged, 
and for ever deserted, the ancient capital of the 
world f . The final revolt and separation of Italy 
was accomplished about two centuries after the 
conquests of Justinian, and from his reign we may 
date the gradual oblivion of the Latin tongue. 
That legislator had composed his Institutes, his 
Code, and his Pandects, in a language which he 
celdbrates as the proper and public stile of the 
Roman government, the consecrated idiom of the 
palace and senate of Constantinople, of the camps 
and tribunals of the East |. But this foreign 

dialect 

* Constantine Manasses reprobates this design in his barbar- 
ous verse : 

and it is confirmed by Theophanes, Zonaras, Cedrcnus, and 
the Historia Miscella: Voluit in urbem Romam Imperium 
transferre, (I. xix. p. 157. in torn. i. pars i. of the Scriptores 
Rer. Ital. of Muratori.) 

/f Paul. Diacon. 1. v. c. 11. p. 480. Anastasius in Vitis 
Pontificum, in Muratori's Collection, torn. iii. pars i. p. 141 ^ 

J Consult the preface of Ducange, (ad Gloss. Grxc. medii 
Mvi,) and the Novels of Justinian, (vii. Ixvi.) The Greek 
language was xo^v^s, the Latin w^as wxr^to^ to himself, xv^iurctrci 
to the TdAmi«$ r^^f^ec, the system of government. 
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CHAP, dialect was unknown to the people and soldiers of 
LIU. the Asiatic pnoTinces, it was imperfectly under- 

* stood by the greater part of the interpreters of the 

laws and the .ministers of the state. After a short 
conflict^ nature and habit prevailed over the obsolete 
institutions of human power : For the general 
^benefit of his Bubjects, Justinian promulgated? his 
novels in the two languages ; the several parts 
of his voluminous jurisprudence were successively 
translated * ; the original was forgotten, the ver- 
sion was studied, and the Greek, whose intrinsic' 
merit deserved indeed the preference, obtained a 
legal as well as popular establishment in the By- 
zantine monarchy. The birth and residence of 
succeeding princes estranged them from the Ro- 
man idiom ; Tiberius by the Arabs f , and Mau- 
rice by the Italians J, are distinguished as the first 
of the Greek Caesars, as the founders of a new 

dynasty 

rvi avvufM Tetvrnit fin ivHtfUvifg «;rsTtt;c<5*> (Matth. Blastares, 
' Hist. Juris, apud Fabric. Bibliot. Grace, torn. xii. p. 369.) 
Thje Code and Pandects (the latter by Thalelacus) were trans- 
lated in the time of Justinian, (p. 358. 366.) Theophilus, 
one of the original triumvirs, has left an elegant, though diffuse, 
paraphrase of the Institutes. On the other hand, Julian, ante- 
cessor of Constantinople, (A. D- 570.) cxx. Novellas Graecas 
cleganti Latinitate donavit, (Heineccius, Hist. J. R. p. 396.) 
for the use of Italy and Africa. 

t Abulpharagius assigns the seventh Dynasty to the Franks 
or Romans, the eighth to the Greeks, the ninth to the Arabs. 
A tempore Augusti Caesaris donee imperaret Tiberius Caesar 
spatio circiter annorum 600 fuerunt Imperatores C. P. Patricii, 
et praecipua pars exercitus Romani; extra quod, consiliarii, 
scribae et populus, omnes Graeci fuerunt;^ deinde regnum etiam 
Gr^Ecanicom factum est, (p. 96. vers. Pocock.) The Chris- 
tian and ecclesiastical studies of Abulpharagius gave him some 
advantage over the more ignorant Moslems, 

i Primus ex Graecorum genere in Imperio confirmatus est ; 
or, according to another MS, of Faulus Diaconus, (I. iii. c. 15. 
p. 443.) in Graecorum Imperio. 
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dynasty and empire; the silent revolution was h a p. 
accomplished before the death of Heraclius ; and liii. 
the ruins of the Latin speech were darkly preserv- ^" v" ■ * 
ed in the terms of jurisprudence and the accla- 
mations of the palace. After the restoration of 
the Western empire by Charlemagne and the 
Othos, the names' of Franks and Latins acquired * 
an equal signification and extent; and these 
haughty Barbarians asserted, with some justice, 
their superior clain>to the language and dominion * 
of Rome. They insulted the aliens of the East_ 
who had renounced the dress and idiom of Ro- 
mans ; aiid their reasonable practice will justify 
the frequent appellation of Greeks *. But this - 
contemptuous appellation was indignantly reject- TheGreefc 
.ed by the prince and people to whom it is applied, and their 
Whatsoever changes had been introduced by the l^^^^j^^ 
lapse of ages, they alleged a lineal and unbroken assert the 
succession from Augustus and Constantine ; and, ro^^s. 
in the lowest period of degeneracy and decay, 
the name of Romans adhered to the last frag- 
pients of the empire of Constantinople f . 

While 

* Quia linguam, mores, vestesque rautastis, putavit Sanctis- 
sinius Papa, (an audacious irony) ita vos (vobis) displicere Ro- 
manorum nomen. His nuncios, rogabant Niccphorum Impcra- 
iorem Graecorum, ut cum Othone Imperatore Romanorum ami- 
citiam faceret, (Liutprand in Legatione, p. 486.) 

t By Laonicus Chalcocondyles, who survived the last siege 
of Constantinople, the account is thus stated, (1. i. p.>3.) Con- 
stantine transplanted his Latins of Italy to a Greek city of 
Thrace : They adopted the language and manners of the na- 
tives, who were confounded with them under the name of Ro- 
mans. The kings of Constantinople, says the historian, tjri t« 

TtrxXtiVy EXMyav h jiecTthug v«sr; i/^»nn «i^<»>* 
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CHAP. While the government of the East was trans- 
i-iw. acted in L^tin, the Greek was the language of li- 
JPeriod of ^^''^^^^^ ^^^ philosophy ; nor could the masters of 
ignorance, this rich and perfect idiom be tempted to envy 
the borrowed learning and imitative taste of their 
Roman disciples. After the fall of paganism, 
the loss of Syria and Egypt, and the extinction of 
the schools of Alexandria and Athens, the studies 
of the Greeks insensibly retired to some regular 
monasteries, and above all to the royal college of 
Constantinople, which was burnt in the reign of 
Leo the Isaurian *. In the pompous stile of the 
age, the president of that foundation was named 
the Sun of Science : His twelve associates, the 
professors in the different arts and faculties, were 
the twelve signs of the zodiac ; a library of thirty- 
<six thousand five hundred volumes was open to 
their inquiries ; and t^ey could shew an ancient 
manuscript of Homer, on a roll of parchment one 
hundred and twenty feet in length, the intestines, 
as it was fabled, of a prodigious serpent f: But 
the seventh and eighth centuries were a period of 
discord and darkness ; the library was burnt, the 
college was abolished, the Iconoclasts are represent- 
ed as the foes of antiquity ; and a savage ignorance 

and 

* See Ducange, (C. P. Christiana, L ii- p. 150, 151-) . 
who collects the testimonies, not of Theophanes, but at- least of 
Zonaras, (torn. ii. 1. xv. p. 104.) Cedrenus, (p. 454.) Michael 
Glycas, (p. 281.) Constantine Manasses, (p. 87.) After refut- 
ing the absurd charge against the emperor, Spanheim, (Hist, 
Imaginum, p. 90—1 1 1.) like a true advocate, proceeds to doubt 
or deny the reality of the fire, and almost of the library. 

t According to Malchus, (apud Zionar. 1. xiv. p. 53.) this 
Homer was burnt in the time of Basiliscus. The MS. might 
be renewed — But on a serpent's skin? Most strange and incre- 
dible ! 
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and contempt of letters has disgraced the princes chap, 
of the Heraclean and Isaurian dynasties *. ' • i-M. 

In the ninth century we trace the first dawn- ^T^ — * 
ings of the restoration of science f • After the Greek 
fanaticism of the Arabs had subsided, the caliphs learning, 
aspired to conquer the arts, rathei: than the provin- 
ces, of the empire : Their liberal curiosity rekind- 
led the emulation of the Greeks, brushed away the 
dust from their ancient libraries, and taught them 
to know and reward the philosophers, whose la- 
bours had been hitherto repaid by the pleasure of 
study and the pursuit of truth. The Caesar Bar- 
das, the uncle of Michael the third, was the ge- 
nerous protector of letters, a title which alone has 
preserved his memory and excused his ambition. 
A particle of the treasures of his nephew was some- 
times diverted from the indulgence of vice and 
folly ; a schpol was opened in the palace of Mag- 
naura ; and the presence of Bardas excited the emu- 
lation of the masters and students. At their head, 
was the philosopher Leo, archbishop of Thessalo- 
nica ; his profound skill in astronomy and the mathe- 
matics was admired by the strangers of the East; 
and this occult science was magnified by. vulgar 
credulity, which modestly supposes that all know- 
ledge superior to its own must be the eflfect of in- 
spiration ' 

* The aXayM of Zonaras, the »/^m km ufM0i» of Cedrenus, 
are strong words, perhaps not ill suited to these reigns. 

f See Zonaras (1. xvi. p. 160, 161.) and Cedrenus, (p- 549, 
550.) Like friar Bacon, the philosopher Leo has been trans- 
formed by ignorance into a conjurer ; yet not so undeservedly,^ 
if he be the author of the oracles more commonly ascribed to 
the emperor of the same name. The physics of Leo in MS. 
are in the library of Vienna, (Fabricius, Bibliot. Grace, torn. vi. 
p. 366. torn, xii. p. 781.) Quicscant ! 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



j58 the decline AND FALL 

CHAP, spiration or magic. At the pressing intreaty of 
Liii. the Caesar, his friend, the celebrated Photius*, re- 
nounced the freedom of a secular and studious life, 
ascended the patriarchal throne, and was alter- 
nately excommunicated and absolved by the sy- 
nods of the East and West. By the confession 
even of priestly hatred, no art or science, except 
poetry, was foreign to this universal scholar, who 
was deep in thought, indefatigable in reading, land 
eloquent in diction. Whilst he exercised the of- 
fice of protospathaire, or captain of the guards, 
Photius was sent ambassador to the caliph of Bag- 
dad f . The tedious hours of exile, perhaps of 
confinement, were beguiled by the hasty compo- 
sition of his Library^ a living monument of eru- 
dition and criticism. Two hundred and four- 
score writers, historians, orators, philosophers, 
theologians, are reviewed without any regular 
method : He abridges their narrative or doctrine, 
appreciates their stile and character, and judges 
even the fathers of the church with a discreet 
freedom, which often breaks through the super- 
stition of the times. The emperor Basil, who 
lamented the defects of his own education, en- 
trusted 

* The ecclesiastical and literary character of Photius, is co- 
piously discussed by Hanckius (de Scriptoribus Byzant. p. 269 
^396.) and Fabricius. 

f E«5 Aa-^v^ntf can only mean Bagdad, the seat of the caliph '; 
and the relation of his embassy might have been curious and 
instructive. But how did he procure his books ? A library so 
numerous could neither be found at Bagdad, nor transported 
with his baggage, nor preserved in his memory. Yet Ihe last, 
however incredible, seems to be affirmed by Photius himself, 
co-oig oivrm ij* finfAii J<ecro^s. Camusat. (Hist. Critique des Jour- 
naux, p. 87 — 94.) gives a good account of the MyriobiWon. 
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trusted to the care of Ehotius his son and successor 
Leo the. philosopher ; and the reign of that prince 
and of his son Constantine Porphyrogenitus forms 
one of the most prosperous aeras of the Byzantine 
literature. By their munificence the treasures of 
- antiquity were deposited in the Imperial library ; 
by theif pens, or those of their associates, they 
were imparted in such extracts and abridgment^ 
as might amuse the curiosity, without oppressing 
the indolence, of the public. Besides the Basilics^ 
. or code of laws, the arts of husbandry and war, 
of feeding or destroying the human species, were 
praj)agated with equal diligence; and the history 
of Greece and Rome was digested into fifty-three 
heads or titles, of which two only (of embassies, 
and of virtues and vices) have escaped the injuries 
of time. In every station, the reader might con- 
template the image of the past world, apply the 
lesson or warning of each page, and learn to ad- 
mire, perhaps to imitate, the examples of a brighter 
period. I shall not expatiate on the works of the 
Byzantine Greeks, who, by the assiduous study of 
the ancients, have deserved in some measure the 
remembrance and gratitude of the moderns. The 
scholars of the present age may still enjoy the be- 
nefit of the philosophical common-place book of 
Stobseus, the grammatical and historical lexicon of 
Siiidas, the Chiliads of Tzetzes, which comprise 
six hundred narratives in twelve thousand verses, 
and the commentaries on Homer of Eustathius, 
archbishop of Thessalonica, who, from his horn of 
plenty, has poured the names and authorities of 
four hundred writers. From these originals, and 

from 
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CHAP, from the numerous tribe of scholiasts and critics*, 
uii. some estimate may be formed of the literary wealth 

''"^v — of the twelfth century ; Constantinople was en- 
lightened by the genius of Homer and Demos- 
thenes, of Aristotle and Plato ; and in the enjoy- 
ment or neglect of our present riches, w^ must 
envy the generation that could still peruse the his- 
tory of Theopompus, the orations of Hyperides, 
the comedies of Menander f , and the odes of 
Alcaeus and Sappho. Thefrequent labour of illus- 
tration attests not only the existence but the popu- 
larity of the Grecian classics ; the general know- 
ledge of the age may be deduced from the example 
of two learned females, the empress Eudocia, and 
the princess Anna Comnena, who cultivated, in 
the purple, the arts of rhetoric and philosophy f . 

The' 



* X)f these modern Greeks, see the respective articles in the 
Bibliotheca Graeca of Fabricius ; a laborious work, yet suscep- 
tible of a better method and many improvements,; of Eustathius, 
(tom. i. p. 289 — 292. 306—329.) of the Pselli, (a diatribe of 
Leo Allatius, ad calcem tom. v.) of Constantine Porphyrogeni* 
tus, (tom. vi. p. 486 — 509.) of John Stobaeus, (torn. viii. 665 
— 728.) of Suidas, (tom. ix. p. 620 — 827.) John. Tzetzes, 
(tom. xii. p. 245 — 273.) Mr Harris, in his Philological Ar- 
rangements, opus senile, has given a sketch of this Byzantine 
learning, (p. 287 — 300.) 

t From obscure and hearsay evidence, Gerard Vossius, (de 
Poetis Graecis, c. 6.) and le Clerc, (Bibliothe'que Choisie, torn, 
xix. p. 285.) mention a commentary of Michael Psellus on 
twenty-four plays of Menander, still extant in MS, at Constan- 
tinople. Yet such classic studies seem incompatible with the 
gravity or dulness of a schoolman, who pored over the cate- 
gories, (de Psellis, p. 42.) and Michael has probably been con- 
founded with Homerus Seiiiusy who wrote arguments to the 
comedies of Menander. In the tenth cefntury, Suidas quotes fifty 
plays, but he often transcribes the old scholiast of Aristophanes. 

X Anna Comnena may boast of her Greek stile, (t* 'E.XMth^ 
^uv s$ 9CK^6¥ itryrtsiuKvutf) and Zonaras^ her contemporary, but 

not 
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The vulgar dialect of the city was gross and bar- chap. 
barous : A more correct and elaborate stile distih- liii. 
guished the discourse, or at least the composi- ' 
tions, of the church and palace, which sometimes 
affected to copy the purity of the Attic models. 

In our modern education, the painful though Decay of 
necessary attainipent of t^yo languages, which are ^^f^^J^^ 
no longer living, may consume the time and damp 
the ardour of the youthful student. The poets 
and orators were long iniprisoned in the barbarous 
dialects of our Western ancestors, devoid of har- 
mony or grace ; and their genius, without precept 
or example, was abandoned to the rude and native 
powers of their judgment and fancy. But the 
Greeks of Constantinople, after purging away the 
impurities of their vulgar speech, acquired the 
free use of their ancient language, the most happy 
composition of human art, and a familiar know- 
ledge of the sublime masters who had pleased or 
instructed the first of nations. But these advan« 
tages only tend to aggravate the reproach and 
shame of a degenerate people. They held in their 
lifeless hands the riches of their fathers^ without in* 
heriting the spirit which had created and improved 
that sacred patrimony : They read, they praised, 
they compiled, but their languid souk seemed 
alike incapable of thought and action. In the re- 
volution of ten centuries, not a single discovery 
was made to exalt the dignity or promote the hap- 

VoL. X. M piness 

not her flatterer, may add with truth, yXttrltcf %ix» cuc^tfitits 
Av\(iufyv»9, The princess was conversant with the artful dia- 
logues of Plato; and had studied the rir^axvi^ or quadrivium of 
astrology, geometry, arithmetic, and music; (see her preface to 
the Alexiady with Ducange's notes.)* 
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CHAP, pitiess of mankind. Not a single idea has beert 
Lin. added to the speculative systems of antiquity, and 
' a succession of patient disciples became in theif 
turn the dogmatic teachers of the next servile 
generation. Not a angle composition of history^ 
philosophy, or literature, has been saved from ob- 
fivion by the intrinsic beauties of stile or sentiment^ 
of original fancy, or even of successful imitation. 
In prose, the least dFensive of the Byzantine wri* 
tcrs are absolved from censure by their naked and 
unpresuming simplicity; but the orators^ most 
eloquent * in their own conceit, are the farthest 
removed from the models whom they affect ta 
emulate. la every page our taste and reason are 
wounded by the choice of gigantic and obsolete 
words, a stiff and intricate phraseology, the dis- 
cord of images, the childish play of false or unsea- 
sonable ornament, and the painful attempt to ele- 
vate themselves, to astonish the reader, and to in- 
volve a trivial meaning in the smoke of obscurity 
and exaggeration. Their prose is soaring to the 
vicious affectation of poetry : Their poetry is sink- 
ing below the flatness and insipidity of prose. The 
tragic, epic, and lyric muses, were silent and^in- 
gloriqus: The bards of Constantinople seldom rose 
above a riddle or epigram, a panegyric or tale; 
they forgot even the rules of prosody; and with 
the melody of Homer yet sounding in their ears, 
they confound all measure of feet and syllables in 
the impotent strains which have received the name 

of 

* To fccnsure the Byzantine taste, Dncunge (Prefer. Ghm, 
Grace, p. 17.) strings the authorities of Anlu» Gellius, Jtrom 
Petronius, George rlamartolus, Longinusj who give at once 
the precept and the example. 
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of polkical w city rerses *. The minds of tht c h a ?4 
Greeks wei'fe bound in the fetters of a base and i^ni^ 
iisiperions superstition, which extends her doffii^. '" '* 
fiion found the circle of profane scieflte. Theit 
ynderstandings wefe bewildered in metaphysical 
controversy ; in the belief of visions and miraclesi 
thfcy had Idst all principles of moral evidence, and 
theiir taste wasi Vitiated by the homilies of the 
monks, *n absurd medley ojf declamation and 
scripture. Even these contemptible studies wer6 
no longer dignified by the abuse of superior ta- 
lents ; the leaders of the Greek church were hum- 
bly content to admire and copy the oracles of an^ 
tiquity, nor did the schools or pulpit produce any 
rivals of the fame of Athanasiuis and Chrysos* 
torn f . 

In all the pursuits of active and speculative life, Want of 
the emulation of states and individuals is the most emuia- 
powerful spring of the efforts and improvements of ****^' 
mankind. iThe cities of ancient Greece were cast 
in the happy mixture of union and independence, - 
which is repeated on a larger scale, but in a looset 
form, by the nations of modem Europe: The 
union of language, religion, and manners, which 
tenders them the spectators and judges of each 
other^s merit X ; the independence of government 
and interest, which asserts their separate freedom, 

M a arid 

* The tertut fdtiici^ those common pro^itiites, us,, from 
dieir^ easiness, they are stiled by Leo AUatius, usually consist 
of fifteen syllables. They are used by Constantine Manasses, 
John Tzetzes, &c« (Ducaiige, Gloss. Latin, torn. iii« p. i. p. 
345, 346* edit. Basil, 1762.) 

t As St Bernard of the Latin, so St John Damascenus in the 
eighth century, is revered as the last father of the Greek church. 

X Hupie's Essays, vol; i. p. 125. 
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and excites them to strive for pre-eminence in thQ 
career of glory. The situation of the Romans 
was less favourable ; yet in the early ages of the 
republic, which fixed the national character, a 
similar emulation was kindled among the states 
of Latium and Italy ; and, in the arts and sci- 
ences, they aspired to equal or surpass their 
Grecian masters. The empire of the Caesars 
undoubtedly checked the activity and progress 
of the human mind ; its magnitude might, in* 
deed, allow some scope for domestic compe« 
tition ; but when it was gradually reduced, 
at first to the East, and at last to Greece and 
Constantinople; the Byzantine subjects were de* 
graded to an abject and languid temper, the 
natural effect of their solitary and insulated 
state* From the North they were oppressed by 
nameless tribes of Barbarians, to whom they 
scarcely imparted the appellation of men. The 
language and religion of the more polished 
Arabs were an unsurmountable bar to all social 
intercourse. The conquerors of Europe were 
their brethren in the Christian faith ; but the 
speech of the Franks or Latins was unknown, 
their manners were rude, and they were rarely 
connected, in peace or war, with the successors 
of Heraclius. Alone in the universe, the self- 
Satisfied pride of the Greeks was not disturbed 
by the comparison of foreign merit ; and 
it is no wonder, if they fainted in the race, 
since they had neither competitors to urge 
their speed, nor judges to crown their victory. 
The nations of Europe and Asia were mingled 

by 
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Ijy the expeditions to the Holy Land ; and it is c h a p. 
under the Gomnenian dynasty that a faint emu- Jt-iii, 
lation' of, knowledge and military virtue was re- 
kindled in the Byzantine empire. 
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Digitized by 



Google 



,66 THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP. LIV. 

Origin and Doctrine af the Paulicians. — l^beir 
Persecution by the Greek Emperors. — Revolt in 
Armenia^ I3c. — Transplantation into Hhrace.-^ 
Propagation in the West. — The Seeds^ Charac^ 
ter^ and Consequences ^ of the Reformation. 



CHAP 



IN the profession of Christianity, the variety of 
national characters may be clearly distinguish- 
*— 7-v — ed. The natives of Syria and Egypt abandoned 
fuwreti- ^^'^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^y ^^^ contemplative devotion : 
tion of Rome again aspired to the dominion of the world ; 
churchT a^d the wit of the lively and loquacious Greeks 
was consumed in the disputes of metaphysical theo- 
logy. The incomprehensible mysteries of the Tri- 
nity and Incarnation, insteadof commanding their 
slent submission, were agitated in vehement and 
subtle controversies, which enlarged their faith, 
at the expence, perhaps, of their charity and 
reason. From the council of Nice to the end of 
the seventh century, the peace and unity of the 
church was invaded by these spiritual wars ; and 
so deeply did they affect the decline and fall of 
the empire, that the historian has too often been 
compelled to attend the synods, to explore the 
creeds, and to enumerate the sects, of this busy 
period of ecclesiastical annals. From the begin- 
ning of the eighth century to the last ages of the 
Byzantme (empire, the sound of controversy was 
seldom heard ; curiosity was exhausted, zeal was 

fatigued, 

/ 
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futigued, and, in the decrees of six councils, the 
articles of the Catholic faith had been irrevocably 
defin^. The spirit of dispute, however vain and 
pernicious, requires some energy and exercise of 
the mental fecuUics; and the prostrate Greeks 
were content to fast, to pray, and to believe, in 
bUnd obedience to the patriarch and his clergy. 
During a long dream of superstition, the Virgin 
and the Saints, their visions and miracles, their 
relics and images, were preached by the monks 
and worshipped by the people; and the appellation 
of people might be extended without injustice to 
the first ranks of civil society. At an unseasonable 
moment, the Isaorian emperors attempted some- 
what rudely to awaken their subjects : Under their 
influence, reason might obtain some prcxselytea, 
9 far greater number was swayed by interest or 
fear; but the Eastern world embraced or depbred 
their visible deities, and the restoration of images 
was celebrated as the feast of orthodoxy. In this 
passive and unanimous state the ecclesiastical 
rulers were relieved from the toil, or deprived of 
the pleasure, of persecution. The Pagans had 
disappeared; the Jews were silent and obscure; 
the disputes with the Latins were rare and remote 
hostilities against a national enemy; and the sects 
of Egypt and Syria enjoyed a free toleration, un- 
der the shadow of the Arabian caliphs. About 
the middle of the seventh century, a branch of 
Manichaeans was selected as the victims of spiritual 
tyranny: Their patience was at length exasperated 
to despair and rebellion ; and their exile has scat- 
tered over the West the seeds of reformation^ 
M 4 . These 
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CHAP. These important events will justify some inquiry 

i-iv. into the doctrine and story of the Paulicians * ; 

' and, as t^iey cannot plead for themselves, our 

candid criticism will magnify the good^ and abate 

or suspect the evil^ that is reported by their ad« 

versaries. 

Oririn of The Gnostics, who had distracted the infancy, 

the Pauii- ^gj.g oppressed by the greatness and authority, of 

disciples the church. Instead of emulating or surpassing 

Paul* t^^ wealth, learning, and numbers of the Catho- 

A. D. 660, lies, their obscure remnant was driven from the 

capitals of the East and West, and confined to 

the villages and mountains along the borders of 

the Euphrates. Some vestige of the Marcionites 

may be detected in the fifth century f ; but the 

numerous sects were finally lost in the odious 

name of the Manichaeans ; and these heretics^ 

who presumed to reconcile the doctrines of TLo- 

roaster and Christ, were pursued by the two 

religions with equal and unrelenting hatred. 

Under the grandson of HeracUus, in the neigh- 

bourhood of Samosata, more famous for the 

birth 
• - - " ♦ 

* The errors and virtues of the Paulicians are weighed, witi 
his usual judgment and candour, by the learned Mosheim, (Hist. 
Ecclesiast. seculum ix. p. 311, &c.) He draws his original 
intelligence from Photim, (contra Manichaos, 1. i.) and Feter 
Siculus, (Hist. Manichaeorum.) The first of thebe accounts has 
not fallen into my hands ; the second, which Mosheim prefers, 
I have read in a Latin version inserted in the Maxima Biblio^ 
theca Patrum, (tom. xvi. p* 754 — 764-) frem the editioi* of the 
Jesuit Raderus, (Ingolstadii, 1604, in 4to.) 

t In the time of Theodoret, the diocese of Cyrrhus, in Sy- 
ria, contained eight hundred villages. Of these, two were in- 
habited by Arians and Eunomians, and eight by Marcionites, 
whom the laborious bishop reconciled to the Catholic church, 
(Dupift, Bibliot. Ecclesiastique, tom.,iv. p. 81, 82.) 
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birth of Lucian than for the title of a Syrian king- chap. 
dom, a reformer arose, esteemed by iht ' Pauli^ liv. 
dans as the chosen messenger of truth. In his ' 
humble dwelling of Mananalis, Constantine en- 
tertaiiied a deacon, who returned .from Syrian 
captivity, and received the inestimable gift of the 
New Testament, which was already concealed 
from the vulgar by the prudence of the Greek, 
and perhaps of the Gnostic clergy *. These 
books became the measure of his studies and the 
rule of his faith; and the Catholics, who dispute 
his interpretation, acknowledged that his text wals 
genuine and sincere. But he attached himself 
with pecuUar devotion to the writings and cha- 
racter of St Paul: The name of the Paulicians is 
derived by their enemies from some unknown 
and domestic teacher; but I am confident' that ' 
they gloried in their affinity to the apostle of the 
Gentiles. His disciples, Titus, Timothy , Sylvanus, 
Tychicus, were represented by Constantine and 
his fellow-labourers: The names of the apostolic 
churches were applied to the congregations which 
they assembled in Armenia and Cappadocia; and 
this innocent allegory revived the example and 
memory of the first ages. In the gospel, and the ^j^^. ^^ 
epistles of St Paul, his faithful follower investigated ble. 
the creed of primitive Christianity; and, whatever 
might be the success, a Protestant reader will 
applaud the spirit of the inquiry. But if the 
scriptures of the Paulicians were pure, they were 

not 

♦ Nobis profanis ista {sacra EnjangeVa) legere non licet sed 
, sacerdotibus duntaxat, was the first scruple oi a Catholic when 
lie was advised ^0 read the Bible, (Pctr. Sicul. p. 761.) 
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CHAP, not perfect. Their founders rejected the two 
uv. epistles of St Peter *, the apostle of the jcirciUQ» 

^ V " cision, whose dispute with their favourite for the 
observance of the law could not easily be for^ 
given f • They agreed with their Gnostic brethren 
in the universal contempt for the Old Testamept, 
the books of Moses and the prophets, which have 
been consecrated by the decrees of the Catholic 
church. With equal boldness, and doubtless with 
more reason, Constantine, the new Sylvanus, dis* 
claimed th# visions, which, iii so many bulky 
and splendid volumes, had been published by the 
Oriental sects %; the fabulous productions of the 
Hebrew patriarchs and the sages of the East; the 
spurious gospels, epistles, and acts, which in the 
first age had overwhelmed the orthodox code; 
the theology of Manes, and the authors of the 
kindred heresies; and the thirty generations, or 
^eons, which had been created by the fruitful 

fancy 

♦ In rejecting the second epistle of St Peter, the Paulici^ns 
are justified by some of the most respectable of the ancients and 
modems; (see Wetstein ad loc. Simon, Hist. Critique du Nou- 
veau Testament, c» 17.) They likewise overlooked the Apo^ 
calypse; (Petr. Sicul. p. 756.) but as such neglect is not im- 
puted as a crime, the Greeks of the ninth century must have 
been careless of the credit and honour of the Revelations. 

t This contention, which has not escaped the malice of Por- 
phyry, supposes some error and passion in one or both of the 
apostles. By Chrysostom, Jerom, and Erasmus, it is repre* 
sented as a sham quarrel, a piou^ fraud, for the benefit of the 
Gentiles and the correction of the Jews. (Middleton's Works, 
vol. ii. p. I— F-20.) 

J Those who are curious of this heterodox library, may con- 
sult the researches of Beausobre. (Hist. Critique du Manicheisme, 
tom. i. p. 385—437') Even in Africa, St Austin could de- 
scribe the Manichsean books, tarn multi, tam grandes, tarn 
pretiosi codices; (contra Faust, xiii. 14.) but he adds, without 
pity, Tncendite omnes illas membranas; And his »ivice has 
Jjeen rigorously followed. 
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fyxkcy of Vakptin^. The Paulicians sincerely chap. 
QondeiftM^ tjie memory ^nd opinions of the Ma- WYt 
iiiqh»*n ?ect, fta4 complained of the injustice ''- --^' 
which impr^gsQd tb^t invidious name on the sipir 
pl^ TOWrie« of St Paul wd of Christ. 

Of the .ecclesiastical chain, many links had pncity^'f 
Ijeen , bK)keA by the Paulrcian reformers ; and their be. 
their liberty was enlarged, as they reduced the worship. 
number of ma3tfirs, at whose voice profane reason 
inu« bow to mystery ahd miracle. The early 
separation of the Gnostics had precdied the esta« 
bliihineiit ^ t:be GathoUc worship ; and against 
the gradual iimovations of discipline and doctrine , 
they were as strongly guarded by habit and aver- 
^0n; 9A by the silence of St Paul and the evan« 
g^Usls, The objects wbicb had been transform^ 
ed by the magic of superstition, appeared to the 
eyes of the Paulicians in their genuine and naked 
eolours^ An image made without hands, was 
the common workmanship of a mortal artist, to 
whose slj^ill alone the wood and canvass ipust be 
iqd^bted for their merit or vahie. The miracu- 
lous relics were an heap of bones and ashes, desti- 
tute of life or virtue, or of any relation, perhapst 
with the person to whom they were .ascribed. 
The true and vivifying cross was a piece of 
sovmd or rotten timber ; the body and blood of 
Christ, a loaf of bread and ^ cup of wine, the 
giftsi qi nature and the symbols of grace. The 
Mother of God was degraded from her celestial 
honours and immaculate virginity ; and the 
paints and angels were no longer solicited to 
exercise the laborious office, of mediation in 

heaven; 
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€ H A P. heaven, and ministry upon earth. In the practice, 
Liv. or at least in the theory, of the sacraments, the 
' V ' Paulicians were inclined to abolish all visible 
objects of worship, and the words of the gospel 
were, in their judgment, the baptism and com- 
munion of the faithful. They indulged a conve- 
nient latitude for the interpretation of scripture ; 
and as often as they were pressed by the literal 
sense^ they could escape to the intricate mazes of 
figure and allegory. Their utmost diligence must 
have been Anployed to dissolve the connexion 
between the Old and the New Testament ; since 
they adored the latter as the oracles of God, and 
abhorred the former, as the fabulous and absurd 
invention of men or daemons. We cannot be 
surprised, that they should have found in the 
gospel, the orthodox mystery of the Trinity ; but 
instead of confessing the human nature and sub- 
stantial sufferings of Christ, they amused their 
fancy with a celestial body that passed through 
the virgin like water through a pipe; with a 
phantastic crucifixion, that eluded the vain and 
rti^^t^o^^ impotent malice of the Jews, A creed thus 
principles pimple and . spiritual was not adapted to the ge- 
gians and ^^^ ^^ the times * ; and the rational Christian, 
Manichaj- ^ho might have been contented with the light 
yoke and easy burthen of Jesus and his apostles, 
was justly offended, that the Paulicians should 
dare to violate the unity of God, the first article 
of natural and revealed religion. Their belief 
and their trust was in the Father, of Christ, of 

the 

* The six capital errors of the Paulicians are defined by 
Peter Siculus (p. 756*) with much prejudice an^ passion. 
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the human soul, and of the invisible world. But c h a f. 
they likewise held the eternity of matter ; a stub- liv. 
born and rebellious substance, the origin erf a se- ^ ' 
cond principle, of an active being, who has cre- 
ated this visible world, and exercises his. tempo- 
ral reign till the final consummation of death and 
sin*. The appearances of moral and physical evil 
had established the two principles in the ancient 
philosophy and religion of the East ; from whence 
this doctrine was transfused* to the various swarms 
of the Gnostics. A thousand shadesnnay be de- 
vised in the natuie and character oi Abriman^ 
from a rival god to a subordinate daemon, from 
passion and frailty to pure and perfect malevo- 
lence : But, in spite of our eflforts, the goodness 
and the power of Ormusd are placed at the op- 
posite extremities of the line ; and every step 
that approaches the one, must recede in equal 
proportion from the other f. 

The apostolic labours of Constantine-Sylvanus The esta- 
ioon multiplied the number of his disciples, the of^^T^^ 
secret recompence of spiritual ambition. The Paulician» 
remnant of the Gnostic sects, and especially the JJI^ p^nl 
Manichaeans of Armenia, were united under his ^^> *c- 
standard ; many Catholics were converted or 
seduced by his arguments ; and he preached 

with 

* Primum illonim axiozna est, duo rerum esse principia ; 
Deum malunLet Deum bonum aliumque hujus mundi coadito- 
rem et principem, et alium futuri acvi ; (Petr. Sicul. p. 756.) 

t Two learned critics, Beausobre (Hist. Critique du Mani- . 
cheisme, 1. i, 4, 5, 6.) and Mosheiin, (Institut. Hist. Eccles. 
and 'de Rebus Christianis ante Constantinum, sec. i, ii, iii.) 
have laboured to explore and discriminate the various systenuJ 
of the Gnostics on the subject of the two principles. 
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G H A.F. with success in the regions of Poiltus ^ and Cap^ 
II Y. padocia, which had long since Imbibed tht ttlU 

*- ' gion of TLoroaster* The Jaiiliciaa ttzthen wei« 
distinguished only by their ^riptural »sime&, by 
the modest title of fellow-pilgrims^ by the aust6« 
rity of their lives, their zeal or knowledge, and 
the credit of some extraordinary gifts of the Holy 
Spirit- But they were incapable of desiiring, ot 
at least of obtaining, the wealth and honours of 
the Catholic prelacy: Such antichristian pridd 
they bitterly censured; and even the rfenk of 
elders or presbyters was condemned as an instii^ 
lution df the Jewish synagogue. The new sect 
was loosely spread over the provinces of Asia 
Minor to the westward of the Euphrates ; ^ii 
of their principal congregations represented the 
churches to which St F&ul had addressed bis 
epistles ; and th^ir founder dhose his residence 
in the neighbourhood of Colonia f , in the same 
district of Pontus which had been celebrated by 
thfe altars of fiellona % and the miracles of 

Gregory* 

J 

* The countries between the- Euphrates and the Halys werfc 
possessed above 350 years by the Medes (Herodot. L i. c. 103.) 
and Persians ; and the kings of Pontus w^re of the royal race 
of the Achaemenides ; (Sallust, Fragment* L iii. with the 
French supplement, and notes of the president de Brosses.) 

t Most probably founded by Pompey after the conquest of 
Pontus. This Colonia, on the Lycus above Neo-Caesarea, is 
named by the Turks Couleihisar, or Chonac, a populous town 
in a strong country ; (d'Anville Geographic Ancienne, torn, iu 
p. 34. Tournefort, Voyage du Levant, torn. iii. lettre xxi. p. 293.) 

J The temple of Bellona at Comana, in Pontus, was a pow- 
erful and wealthy foundation, and the high priest was respected 
as the second person in the kingdom. As the sacerdotal offic6 
had been occupied by his mother's family, Strabo (1. xii. p. 
809. 835, 836, 837.) dwells with peculiar complacency on the 

temple^ 
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Gregory*. After a mission of twenty-seven years, c h a p^ 
Sylvanus, who had retired from the tolerating go- uir* . 
vemmen]; of the Arabs, fell a sacrifice to Roman '^ » 
persiecution. The laws of the pious emperors^ Pewecu- 
which seldom touched the lives of less odious he- oreek^ 
retics, proscribed without mercy ot disguise the peross. 
tenets, the books and the persons of the Monta-^ 
nists and lVIanichaeans:| Thej books were delivered 
to the flames; and all who should presume to se-* 
Crete such writings, or to profess such opinions^ 
were devoted to an ignominious deathf. A Greek 
minister, armed with legal and military powers^ 
speared at Colonia to strike the shepherd, and 
to reckdm, if possible, the lost sheep. By a re* 
finement of cruelty, Simeon placed the unfortu* 
nate Sylvanus before a line of his disciples, who 
were commanded, as the price of their pardcm 
Knd the proof of their repentance, to massacre 
their spiritual father. They turned aside from 
the impious office; the stones dropped from their 
filial hands, and of the whole number, only one ' 
executioner could be found, a new David, as he- 

lempk, the worship, and festival, which was twice celebrated 
every year. But the Bellona of Pontus had the features and 
character of the goddess, not of war, but of love. 

* Gregory, bishop of Neo-C«sarea, (A. D. 240—265.) sur- 
named Thaumaturgus, or the Wonder-worker. An hiuidred 
years afterwards, the history or romance of his life was composed 
by Gregory of Nyssa, his namesake and covntryman, the bro- 
ther of the great St Basil. « 

t Hoc ca^terum ad sua egregia facinora,divini atque orthodoxi 
Imperatotes addiderunt, ut ManichsDOs Montanosque capitali pa- 
niri sententili juberent, eoramque libros, quocunque in loco in- 
vent! essent, flammis tradi ; qudd siquis uspiam eosdem occul- 
(asse deprehenderetur,! hunc eundem mortis poenx addici, ejus- 
que bona hi fiscum inferi, (Petr. SicuL p. 759.) "What mote 
could bigotry and persecution desire.? 
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c H A p. is stiled by the Cathoiiics, who boldly overthrev{^ 
i-iv, the giant of heresy. This apostate, Justus was 

^ ' his name, again deceived and betrayed his unsus^ 
pecting brethren, and a new conformity to the 
acts of St Paul may be found in the conversion 
of Simeon ; Like the apostle, he embraced the 
doctrine which he had been sent to persecute, 
renovmced his honours and fortunes, and acquired 
among the Paulicians the fame of a missionary 
and a martyr. They were not ambitious of mar- 
tyrdom *, but in a calamitous period of one 
hundred and fifty years, their patience sustained 
whatever zeal could inflict; and power was in- 
sufficient to eradicate the obstinate vegetation of 
fanaticism and reason. From the blood and ashes 
of the first victims, a succession of teachers 
and congregations repeatedly arose; amidst their 
foreign hostilities, they found leisure for do- 
mestic quarrels; they preached, they disputed, 
they suffered; and the virtues, the apparent vir* 
tues, of Sergius, in a pilgrimage of thirty-three 
years, are reluctantly confessed by the orthodox 
historians f . The native cruelty of Justinian the 
second was stimulated by a pious cause; and he 
vaioly hoped to extinguish, in a single confla- 
gration 

* It should seem, that the Paultcians allowea themselves 
some latitude of equivocation and mental reservation; till the 
Catholics discovered the pressing questions, which reduced 
them to the alternative of apostacy or martyrdom, (Petr. Sicul. 
p. '760.) 

. t The persecution is told by Petrus Siculus (p. 579 — ^6s•) 
with satisfaction and pleasantry, Justus jttsta persolvit. Simeon 
was not TiTdff but x4r«(, (the pronunciation of the two vowels 
must have been nearly the same,) a great whale that drowned 
the mariners who mistook him for an island. See likewise 
Cedremis, (p. 432—435.) , 
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Ration the name and memory of the Paulicians. c u a p. 
By their primitive simplicity, their abhorrence liv* 
of popular superstition, the Iconoclast princes ' w '-^ 
might have been reconciled to some erroneous 
doctrines ; but they themselves were exposed to 
the calumnies of the monks, and they. chose to 
be the tyrants, lest they should be accused as the 
accompUces, of the Manichasans. Such a re* 
.{»:oach hks sullied the clemency of Nicephorus^ 
who relaxed in their favour, the severity of the, 
penal statutes, nor will his character sustain, the 
honour of a more liberal motive. The feeble 
Michael the first, the rigid, Led the Armenian, 
were foremost in the race of persecution ; but the 
prize must doubtless be adjudged to the sanguin- 
ary deyotion of Theodora, who restored the images / 
to the Oriental church. Her inquisitors explored 
the cities and mountains of the lesser Asia, and 
the flatterers of the empress have affirmed, that, 
in a short reign, one hundred thousand Paulicians 
were extirpated by the sword, the gibbet, or the 
flames. Her guilt or merit has perhaps been 
stretched beyoild the measure of truth :^ But if 
the account be allowed, it must be presumed that 
many simple Iconoclasts were punished under a ^ 
more odious name; and that some who were 
driven from the church, unwillmgly took refuge 
in the bosom of heresy. 

The most furious and desperate of rebels are Revolt of 
the sectaries of a religion long persecuted, and at jcJaiT^"^' 
length provoked, ^n an holy cause they are no ' >^ t>. 
longer suscej)tible of fear or remorse : The j ustice 
of their ar ns hardens them against the feelings of 
' Vol. X. N humanity ; 
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CHAP* humanity; and they revenge their fiithers' wrongs 
Liv. on the children of their tyrants. Such have been 
■y the Hussites of Bohemia and the Calvinists of 
France, and such, in the ninth century, were the 
FauUcians of Armenia and the ^jacent pro<^ 
vinces *. They were first awakened to the mas*- 
sacre of a governor and bishop, who lexercised 
the Imperial mandate of converting or destroying, 
the heretics : And. the deepest recesses of mount. 
Argaeus |M\>tected their independence andrevenge* 
A more dangerous and consuming flame was 
kindled by the persecution of Theodora, and the 
revolt of Cacbeas, a valiant Paulician, who com- 
manded the guards of the general of the East. 
His father had been impaled by the Catholic 
inquisitors; and religion, or at least nature j, 
might justify his desertion and revenge. Five 
thousand of his brethren were united by the same 
motives ; they* renounced the allegiance of anti- 
/ christian Rome ; a Saracen emir introduced Car- 
beas to the caliph; and the commander of the 
faithful extended his sceptre to the implacable 
They for-"^^^™y ^^ ^^^ Greeks. In the mountain between 
tifyTeph- Siwas and Trebizond he founded, or fortified the 
' city of Tephrice f , which is still occupied by a 
fierce and licentious people, and the neighbour- 
ing hills were covered with the Paulician fugitives^ 

who- 

* Petrus Siculus, (p. 763, 764.) the continuator of Theo» 
phanes, (1. iv. c. 4. p. 103, 104.) Cedrenus, (p. 541, 542. 545.) 
and Zonaraa, (torn. ii. 1. xvi, p. 156,) desctlbe the revolt and. 
exploits of Carbeas and his Paulicians. 

t Otter (Voyage en Turquie et en Perse, torn, ii.) is proba- 
bly the only Frank who has visited the independent Barbarians 
of Tephrice, now Divrigni, from whom he fortunately escaped^ 
' in the train of a Turkish officer. 
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Who now reoHSciied the use of the Bible and en A P. 

the sword* During more than thirty years, Asia ^i^- 

was afflicted by the calamities of foreign and do- ^ 

mestic war: In their hostile inroads the disciples 

of St Paul were joined with those of Mahomet; 

and the peaceful Christians, the aged parent and 

tender virgin, who wete delivered into barbarous 

servitude, might justly accuse the intolerant spirit 

of their sovereign. So urgent was the mischief, 

1B0 intolerable the shame, that even the dissolute 

Michael, the son of Theodora, was compelled to 

iDarch in person against the Paulicians: He was 

defeated under the wails of Samosata; and the 

Roman emperor fled before /the heretics whom 

im mother had condemned to the flames. The 

Saracens fidught under the sam^ banners, but the 

victory .was ascribed to Carbeas; arid the captive 

^nerals, with more than an hundred tribunes, 

were cither released by his avarice, or tortured 

by his fanaticism. The valour and ambition of 

Chrysocheir *, his successor, embraced a wider 

circle of rapine and revenge. In alliance with 

bis faidrful Moslems, he boldly penetrated into 

the heart of Asia; the troops of the frontier and 

die palace were repeatedly overthrown; the e- 

dicts of persecution were answerecl by the pillage andpil- 

of Nice and Nicomedia, of Ancyra and Ephesus: i^s® ^^^^ 

, , . 1 o T 1 n Minor. 

noa: could the apostle St John protect from 

irioiation his city and sepulchre. The cathedral 

N2 of 

♦ In the history of Chrysocheir, Genesius (Chron. p. 67*— • 
70. edit. Venet.) has ' exposed the nakedness of the empire. 
ConstantllRe Porphyrogenitus (ia Vit. Basil, c. 37 — 43. p, i65 
•—^7 1,) has xiisplayed the glory of his grandfather. Cedrcnus 
(V* 57*^^"""573') ^5 without their passions or their knowledge. 
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G H A P. bf Epbesus was turned into a stable for mules uh£ 
hiv. horses; and the Paulicians vied with the Saracens 
'-"V" in their contempt and abhorrence of images and 
relics. It is not unpleasing to observe the triumph 
of rebellion over the sjime despotism which has 
disdained the prayers of an injured people. The 
emperor Basil, the Macedonian, was reduced to 
sue for peace, to oflfer a ransom for the captives^ 
and to request, in the language of moderation 
^nd charity, th^t Ghrysocheir would spare his 
,fellow-christians, and content himself with a 
royal donative of gold and silver and silk, gal?- 
ments* ^ " If- the emperor," replied the insolent 
fanatic, " be desirous of peace, let him abdicate 
** the East, and reign without molestation in the 
" West. If he refuse, the servants of the Lord 
" will precipitate hjlra. from, the throne." The 
reluctant Ba$il suspended the treaty, accepted the 
defiance, and led his army into the land of heresy, 
which he wasted with fire and sword. The open 
country of the Pauligians was exposed to the same 
calamities which they had inflicted ; but when he 
had explored the strength of Tephrice, the mul- 
titude of the Barbarians^ and the ample maga- 
zines of arras apd provisions, he desisted with a 
sigh from the hopeless siege. On his return, to 
Constantinople he laboured, by the foundation o£ 
convents- and churdies, to secure the aid of his 
celestial patrons, of Michael the archangel and 
the prophet Elijah; and it was his daily prayer 
that he might live to transpierce, with three ar- 
rows, the head of his impious adversary. Beyond 
his expectations, the wish was accompUshedi? 

After 
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After a successful inroad, Chrysocheir was suf- c h a f. 
firised and slain m his retreat; and the rebel's i-iv. 
Itead was triumphantly presented at the foot of — -v-*^ 
the throne. On the reception of this welcome 
trophy, Basil instantly called for his bow, dis- 
charged three arrows with unerring aim, and 
accepted the applause of the court, who hailed 
the victory of, the royal archec. With Chryso- Their de- 
cheir, the glory of the Paulicians faded and^^"^®* 
withered * ; on the second expedition of thq 
emperor, the impregnable Tephrice was deserted 
by the heretics, , who sued for mercy or escaped 
to the borders. The city was ruined, but the 
spirit of independence survived in the mountains ; 
the Paulicians defended, above a century, their 
religion and liberty, infested the Roman limits, 
and maintained their perpetual alliancje with the 
enemies of the empire and the gospel. 

About the middle of the eighth century. Con- Their 

stantine, sumamed Copronyraus by the wor- *^^"!'^. 
,. n- til ^' ' . plantation 

snippers of images, had made an expedition into trom Ar- 

Armenia, and found, in the cities of Meiitene Thrace!^ 
and Theodosiopolis, a great number of Paulicians, 
his kindred heretics. As a favour or punishment, 
he transplanted them from the banks of the Eu- 
phrates to Constantinople and Thrace; and by 
this emigration their doctrine was introduced .' 

and diffused in Europe f ., If the sectaries of the 
N 3 metropolis 

•elegant is the Greek tongue,' even in the mouth of Cedrenus ! 

t Copronymus transported his rt/yysw*?, heretics ; and thus 
(srXtfrvv^ li eu^itrii UxvhtxMUTfy says Cedrenus, (p. 463.) who has 
copied the annals of Theophanes. 
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CHAP, metropolis were soon mingled with the pro- 
uv. miscuous mass, those of the country strack a 
' deep -root in a foreign soiL The Poulicians of 
Thrace resisted the storms of persecution, main-^^ 
tained a secret correspondence with their Arme- 
nian brethren^ and gare aid and comfort to 
their preachers, who solicited, not without suc- 
cess, the in&nt faith of the Bulgarians *. In 
the tenth century, they were restored and mul- 
tiplied by a more powerful colony, which John 
Zimisces f transported from the Chalybian hills 
to the valleys of Mount Haemus. The Oriental 
clergy, who would have preferred the destmction« 
impatiently sighed for the absence^ of the Mahi« 
chaens; the warlike emperor had felt and es-» 
teemed thejir valour; their attachment to the 
Saracens was pregnant with mischief; but, on 
the side of the Danube, against the Barbarians of 
Scythia, their service might be useful, and their 
loss would be desirable* Their exile in a distant 
land was softened by a free toleration ; the PauU- 
cians held the city of Philippopolis and the keys . 
of Thrace; the Catholics were their subjects; 
the Jacobite emigrants their associates : They oc- 
cupied a line of villages and castles in Macedonia 
and Epirus ; and many native Bulgarians were 

' associated to the communion of arms and heresy* 

As 

* Petrus Siculus, who resided nine months at Tephrice (A. 
D. 870.) for the ransom of captives, (p. 764.) was informed of 
tbeir intended mission, and addressed his preservative, the His* 
toria Mamchasorum, to the new archbishop of the Bulgarians^ 

(P- 754-) ^ „ . . 

t The colony of Paulicians and Jacobites transplanted by 
John Zimisces (A. D. 970.) from Armenia to Thrace, is men- 
tioned by Tjonsms (tom. ii. 1. xvii. p. 209.) and Anna Comne- 
na, (Ale^iad, 1. xiv. p. 45°, &c.) ^.^.^.^^^^^^Q^^gle ' 
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As long as they were awed by power and treated c h a 5. 
with modepation^ their voluntary bands were .uv. 

distinguished in the armies of the empice ; and ' — v ' 

the courage of these dogSy ever greedy of war, 
ever thirsty of human bloody is noticed with 
^astonishment, and almost with reproach, by the 
pusdUanimous Greeks* Tbe:sai33£ spirit rendered 
them arrogant and contumacious: They werct 
easily provoked by caprice or injury ; and their 
{privileges were often violated by the faithless * 
bigotry cf the government and clergy. In the 
midst of the Norman war, two thomand five 
laundred Manichaeans deserted the standard of 
Alexius Comnenus *, and retired to their native 
homes. He dissembled till the moment of re* 
venge; invited the chiefs tq a friendly con- 
ference; and punished the innocent and guilty 
by imprisonment, confiscation, and baptism. In 
an interval of peace, the emperor undertook the 
pious office of reconciling them to the church 
and state : His winter-quarters were fixed at. 
Philippopolis ; and the thirteenth apostle, as he 
is stiled by his pious daughter, consumed whole 
days and nights in theological controversy. His 
arguments were fortified, their obstinacy was 
melted, by the honours and rewards which he 
bestowed on the , most eminent proselytes ; and 
a new city, surrounded with gardens, enriched 
with immunities, and dignified with bis own 

N4 name, 

' * The Alexiadof Anna Comnena (1. v. p. 13 1. L vu p. 154, 
155. 1. xiv. p. 450—457. with the annotations of Ducange) re- 
cords the transactions of her apostolic father with the Mani- 
fchaeans, whose abominable heresy she was desirous of refuting. 
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CHAP, name, was founded by Alexius, for the rcsi- 
Liv. dence of his vulgar converts. The important 

'-^ * ■ statioiL of Fhilippopolis was wrested from their 
hands ; the contumacious leaders were secured 
in a dungeon, or banished from their country ; 
and their lives were spared by the prudence, ra- 
ther than the mercy, of an emperor, at whose 
command a poor and solitary heretic was burnt 
alive before thie church pf St Sophia *. But the 
iproud hope of eradicating the prejudices of a na- 
tion was speedily overturned by the invincible 
zeal of the PauUcians, who ceased to dissemble 
or refused to obey. After the departure and 
death of Alexius, they soon resumed their civil 
and religiqus » laws. In the beginning of the 
thirteenth century, their pope or primate (a mani- 
fest corruption), resided on the confines of Bul- 
garia, Croatia, and Dalmatia, and governed by 
his vicars, the filial congregations of Italy and 
France f. From that aera, a minute scrutiny 
^ight prQlohg and perpetuate the chain of tra- 
dition. At the end of the last age, the sect or 
colony still inhabited the vallies of mount .Hoe- 
mus, where their ignorance and poverty were 
piore frequently tormented by the Greek qlergy 
than by the Turkish government. The modern 
Paulicians have lost all memory of their origin ; 
' and 

'•^ Basil, a monk, and the author of the Bogomiles, a sect of 
Gnostics, who soon vanished, (Anna Comnena, Alexiad, 1. xv. 
p. 48(»^— 494. Mosheim, Hist. Ecclesiastica, p. 420.) 

t Matt, taris, Hist. Major, p. 267. This passage of our Eng- 
lish historian is alleged by Ducange in an excellent note on 
Villehardouin, (No. 208.) who found the Paulicians at Fhilip- 
popolis the friends of the Bulgarians. k 
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and their religion is disgraced by the worship of c h a b. 
the cross, and the practice of bloody sacrifice, . wv. 
which some captives have imported from the ^ ■'' 
wilds of Tartary *• ; 

In the W^st, the first teachers of the Manichaean '^*^!||L^" 
theology had been repulsed by the people, or sup- tion into 
pressed by the prince. The favour and success p^^auce? 
of the Paulicians in the elevtenth and twelfth cen- 
turies, must be imputed to the strong, though se- 
cret, discontent which armed the most pious 
Christians against the church of Rome. Her ava- 
rice was oppressive, her despotism odious ; less de- 
•generate perhaps than the Greeks in the worship of 
saints and images, her innovations were more ra- 
pid and scandalous ; she had rigorously defined and 
imposed the doctrine of transubstantiation : The 
lives of the Latin clergy were more corrupt, and 
the Eastern bishops might pass for the successors 
of the apostles, if they were compared with the 
lordly prelates, who wielded by turns the crosier, 
the sceptre, and the sword. Three different roads 
might introduce the Paulicians into the heart of . 
Europe. After the conversion of Hungary, the 
pilgrims who visited Jerusalem might safely follow 
the course of the Danube ; in their journey and 
return they passed through Philippopolis ; and the 
sectaries, disguising their name and heresy, might 
accompany the French or German caravans to 
their respective countries. The trade and domir 
nion of Venice pervaded the coast of the Adriatic, 
and the hospitable republic opened her bosom to 

foreigners 

^ See Marsigli, Stato Militajre dcU' Impero Ottomano, p. 24. 
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CHAP, foreigners of erety climate and religion. Under 
Liv. the Byzantine standard, the Panlicians were often 

^ ' ' " transported to the Greek provinces of Italy and 
Sicily ; in peace and war they freely conversed 
with strangers and n^ives^ ^id their (pinions 
were silently propagated in Rome, Milan, and the 
kingdoms beyond the Alps *. it was soon disa>- 
vered, that many thous^ad Catholics of every 
rank, and of either sex, had embraced the Mani« 
chacan heresy ; and the flames which consumed 
twelve canons of Orleans, was the first act and 
signal of persecution* The Bulgarians f , a name 
so innocent i^ its origin, so odious in its applica- 
tion, spread their branches over the face of Europe. 
United in common hatred of idolatry and Rome, 
they were connected by a form of episcopal and 
presby terian government ; their various sects were 
discriminated by some fainter or darker shades 
of theology j but they generally agreed in the two 
.principles, the contempt of the Old Testament, and 

the 



* The introduction of the PauUcians into Italy and France, 
is amply discussed by Muratori, (Antiquitat. Italiae medii -^vi, 
torn. V. dissert. Ix. p. 81-— 152.) and Mosheim, (p. 379-— 382. 
41 9-— 422.) Yet both have overlooked a curious passage of 
• William the Apulian, who clearly describes them in a battle 
between the Greeks and Normans, A. D. 1040, (in Mmratori, 
Script. Rerum Ital. torn* v. p. 256.) 

Cum Grsecis aderant, quidem ^uos pessimus error, 
Fecerat amentes, et ab ipso nomen habebant. 
But he is so ignorant of their doctrine as to make them a kind 
of Sibellians or Patripassians, 

t Bulgaria Botdgres, Bougres, a national appellation, has been 
applied by the French as a term of reproach to usurers and un- 
natural sinners. The Paterini, or PateUni^ has been made to 
signify a smooth and flattering hypocrite, such as VAvocat Pa^ 
tdtn of that original and pleasant farce, (Ducange, Gloss. La- 
tinitat. medii et in£mi ^vi. The Manichaeans were likewise 
named Cathari, or the pure/by corruption, Gazari^kfi. ^ 
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the denial of the body of Christ, either on the c h a p«> 
cross or in the euchahst. A confisssion of simple i'lv. 
worship and blameless mannets is extorted ftom - 
their enemies; and so high was their standard of 
perfection, that the increasing congregations were 
divided into two classes of disciples, of those who 
practised, and of those who aspired. It was in the Persecn- 
country of the Albigeois *, in the southern pro- ]^^g^^®, 
Tinces of France, that the Fianlicians were most a. d. 
deeply implanted; and the same vicissitudes of ' * 
martyrdom and revenge which had been display- 
ed in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, were 
repeated in the thirteenth century on the banks of 
the Rhone, The laws of the Eastern emperors 
were revived by Frederic the second. The insur- 
gents of Tephrice were represented by the barons 
and cities of Languedoc : Pope Innocent III. sur- 
passed the sanguinary faiiie of Theodora. It was 
in cruelty alone that her soldiers could equal the- 
heroes of the crusades, and the cruelty of her 
priests was far excelled by the founders of the in-r 
quisition f ; an office m^e adapted to confirm, 
than to refute, the belief of an evil principle* 
The visible assemblies of the Paulicians, or Albi- 
geois, 

* Of the laws, crusade, and persecution against the Albi- 
geois, a just, though general idea, h expressed by Mosheim, 
(p. 477 — ^481.) The detail may be found in the ecclesiastical 
historians, ancient and modern, Catholics and Pttotestants; and 
among these Fleury is the most impartial and moderate* 

t The Acts (Liber Sententiarum) of the Inquisition of Tho- 
louse (A. D. 1307 — 1323.) have been published by Limborch, 
(Am&telodami, 1692.) with a previous History of the Inquisi- 
tion in general. They deserved a more learned and critical 
editor. As we must not calumniate even Satan, or the Holy 
Office, I will observe, that of a list ot criminals which filb 
nineteen folio pages, only fifteen men and tour women were 
{delivered to the secular armt 
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CHAP* geois, were extirpated by fire and sword; aisd the 
L^v. bleeding remnant escaped by flight, conceaimeot^ 
' - or catholic conformity. But the invincible spirit 
which they had kindled still lived and brjeathed in 
the Western world. In the state, in the church, 
^ and even in the cloister, a latent succession was 
preserved of the disciples of St Paul; who pro- 
tested against thetyranny of Rome, embraced the 
Bible as the rule of faith, and purified their creed 
from aU the visions of the Gnostic theology. The 
struggles of Wickliff in England, of Hass in Bo- 
hemia, were premature and ineffectual; but the 
names of Zuinglius, Luther, and Calvin, are pro- 
nounced with gratitude as the delivei:er5 of na- 
tions. 
Character A philosopher, who calculates the degree of 
!fl!«^L their merit and the value of their reformation, will 

sequences . . » 

of the re- prudently ask from what article^ of faith, above or 
4^^ against our reason, they have (enfranchised the 
Christians; for such eafranchisem.ent is doubtless 
a benefit so far as it may be compatible M;ith truth 
and piety. After a fair disci^ssidn w;e shall rather 
be surprised by the timidity, than scandalised by 
the freedoito, of our first reformers *• With the 
Jews, they adopted the belief and defence of all 
the Hebrew scriptures, with all their prodigies, 
from the garden of Eden to the visions of the pro- 
phet Daniel; and they were l)ound, like the Ca- 
tholics^ to justify against the Jews the abolition of 
a divine law. , In the great mysteries of the Tri- 
nity 

* The opinions and proceedings of the reformers are exposed 
in the second part of the general history of Mosheim; but the 
balance, which he has held with so clear an eye, and so steady 
a liand, begins to incline in favour of his Lutheran brethreoi 
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niiy and Incarnation the reformers w^re severely c h a e» 
orthodox : They freely adopted the theology of th^ iiv. 
four, or the first six councils; and with the Athana* ' '^ 
sian creed, they pronounced the eternal damnation 
ofaUwfaodid not believe the Catholic faith. Tran- 
substantiation, the invisible change of the bread 
and wiiie into the body and blood of Christ, is a 
tenet that may defy the power of argument uid 
pleasantry; but instead of consulting the evidence 
of their senses, of their ^ight, their feeling, and 
their taste, the firstProtestants. were entangled in 
their own scruples, and awed by. the words of Jesiis 
in the institution of the sacrament* Luther maiur 
tained a corporeal^ and Calvin a real^ presence of 
Christ in the eucharist; and the opinion of ZiiiH'- 
glials, that it is no more than a spiritual commu^- 
nion, a simple memorial, has slowly prevailed ia 
the reformed churches *• But the loss' of one 
mystery was amply compensated by the stupen- 
dous doctrines of original sin, redemption, faith, 
grace, and predestination, which have been strain- 
ed from the epistles of St Paul. These subtle 
questions had most assuredly been prepared by 
the fathers and schoolmen;: but the final improve- 
ment and popular use may be attributed to the 
first reformers, who enforced them as the abso-- 
lute and essential terms of salvation. Hitherto 
the weight of supernatural belief inclines against 

the 

* Under Edward VI. our reformation was more bold and 
perfect : But in the fundamental articles of the church of Eng- 
land, a strong and explicit declaration against the real presence 
wa;> obliterated in the original copy, to please the people, or the 
Lutherans, or Queen Elizabeth, (Burnet's History of the Re- 
formation, vol. ii. p. 82. 128. 302.) 
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.CHAP, the Protestants; Bnd muny a ^obetr Christifta 
Liv« ^ould rather admit that a v^akr k Cod» than that 
•^ God is a cmdl and caprictous tyfwt. 

Yet the services of Luther and hi$ rivak are solid 
and impartant; and the philosopher must own hu; 
obligations to these fearless enthusiasts ^. LBj 
their hands the lofty fabric of sapetfititton, from 
.the abuse of indulgences to the intercession of the 
Virgin, has teen levelled with the ground. My* 
nads of both sexes pf the monastic profession wer^ 
restored to the libejty and labours of social life. 
An hierarchy of .saints .and an^^s, of imperfect 
and subordinate deities, were stripped of their tem^ 
poral pov(^r« and reduced to the enjoyment of cet 
lestial happiness ; their images and relics were ba^- 
nished from the chucch ; and the credvdity of the 
people was no longer nourished with the daily re*- 
petition of miracles and visions. The imitation 
of Paganism was supplied by a pure and spiritual 
worship of prayer and thanksgiving, the.most wor^ 
thy of man, the least unworthy of the Deity. It 
only remains to observe, whether siich sublime sim* 
plicity be consistent with popular devotion; whe^ 
ther the vulgar, in the absence of all visible ob- 
jects, will not be inflamed by enthusiasm, or insen* 
sibly subside in languor and indifference. II. The 
chain of authority was broken, which restrains the 
bigot from thinking as he pleases, and the slave 
from speaking as he thinks ; the popes, fathers, 
and councils, were no longer the supreme and in- 

faUible 

* " Had it not been for such men as Luther and myself,'* 
said the fanatic Whicton to Halley the philosopher, " yoi^ 
" would now be, kneeling before an image of St Winifred." 
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&llible judges of the world ; and each Gfanstian c ir a iv 
was taught to acknowiedgeao kw but the sprip- x<^v« 
tures, no interpreter but his^own^conscience. This 
freedom, bowe^^t^ was the. consequence, rstfaer 
Unm the de9igu, of the refermationr. The patriot 
frontiers were ambitious of succeeding the tyraii^ 
whom they had dethroned. They imposed with 
«qual rigour their creeds iuod confessions ; they 
asserted the right of the magistrate to punish her&- 
tics with death. The pious or personal animosity 
of Calvin proscribed in Scrvetus * the guilt of his 
own rebellion f ; and the flames of Smithfield, m 
which be was afterwards consumed, had been kiBr 
dledvfor the Anabaptists by the zeal of Cranmer J» 
' The nature of the tyger was the same, but he wa& 
gradually deprived of his t^eth and fangs. A spi- 
ritual and temporal kingdom ws^ possessed by the 

Roman 

* The article of Servet in the Dictionaire Critique of 
ChaufTepie, is the best accdunt which I have seen of this shame- 
ful transaction. See likewise the Abbe d'Artigny, Nouveaux 
Memoiiei^ d'Histoire, &c. ii. p. 55— -154- 

t I am more deeply scandalised at the single execution of 
Servetus, than at the hecatombs which have blazed in the Auto 
da Fes of Spain and Portugal, i. The zeal of Calvin seems to 
have been envenomed by personal malice, and -perhaps envy, 
Ke accused his adversary before their common enemies, the 
judges ot Vienna, and betrayed, for -iris desttuction, the sacred 
trust of a private correspondence. 2. The deed of cruelty was 
noi \amished by the pretence of danger to the church or state. 
In his passage thxough Geneva, Servetus was an harmless stran« 
ger, who neither preached, nor printed, nor made proselytes. 
5. A Catholic inquisitor yields the same obedience which he 
requires, but Calvin violated the golden rule of doii^ as he 
would be done by ; a rule which I read in a moral treatise of 
Isocrateb, (in Nicole, torn. i. p. 93, edit Battie,) four lumdred 
years before the publication of the gospel. *A Trarx^ms v^* 

i See Burnet, vol. ii. p. 84 — 86* The sense and humanity 
• of the young king were oppressed by the authority of the primate. 
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G n 4 p. Roman pootiflr; the Protestant doctors were sub^ 
LiY. jects of an humble rank, without revenue or juA 

'■' V " xisdiction. Hisdcqxses were consecrated by the 
antiquity of the Catholic church; ibeir argument 
and disputes were submitted to the people ; and 
their appeal to private judgment was accepted be« 
yond their wishes, by curiosity and enthusiasm* 
Since the days of Lui;herand Calvin, a secret re- 
formation has been silently working in the bosom 
of the reformed chijrches ; many weeds of prejudice 
were eradicated ; and the disciples of Erasmus * 
diffused a spirit of freedom and moderation. The 
•liberty of conscience has been claimed as a com- 
mon benefit, an inalienable right f ; the free go-. . 
vernments of Holland % and England § introduced 
the practice of toleration ; and the narrow allowance 
of the laws has be^n enlarged by the prudence and 
humanity of the times. In the exercise, the mind 
has understood the limits of its powers, and the 

words 

* Erasmus may be considered as the father of rational theou 
Ipgy. After a'slumber of an hundred years, it was revived by 
the Arminians of Holland, Grotius, Limborch, and Le Clerc ; 
in England by Chill ingworth, the latitudinarians of Cambridge, 
(Burnet, Hist, of own Times, vol. i. p. 261 — 268. octavo edi- 
tion,) Tilbtson, Clarke, Hoadley, &c. 

t I am sorry to. observe, that the three writers of the last age, 
by whom the rights of toleration have been so nobly defended^ 
Bayle, Leibnitz, and Locke, are all laymen and philosophers. 

t See the excellent chapter of Sir William Temple on the 
religion of the United Provinces. I am not satisfied with Gro- 
tias, (de Rebus Belgicis, Annal. 1. i. p. 13, I4. edit, in i2mo,) 
who approves the Imperial laws of persecution, and only con- 
demns the bloody tribunal of the inquisition. 
■ § Sir Walter Blackstone (Commentaries, vol. iv. p. 33. 54.) 
explains the law of England as it was fixed at the Revolution. 
The exceptions of Papists, and of those who deny the Trinity, 
would still teve a tolerable scope for persecution, if thcnational 
spirit were not more effectual than an hundred statutes. 
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words and shadows that might amuse the child can chap, 
no longer satisfy his manly reason. The volumes nv. 
of controversy are overspread with cobwebs j the ' ' v "^ 
doctrine of a Protestant church is far removed 
from the knowledge or belief of its private mem- 
bers ; and the forms of orthodoxy, the articles df 
faith, are subscribed with a sigh or a smile by the 
modern clergy. Yet the friends of Christianity 
are alarmed at the boundless impulse of inquiry 
and scepticism. The predictions of the Catho- 
lics are accomplished ; the web of mystery is un- 
ravelled by the Arminians, Arians, and Socinians, 
whose numbers must not be computed from their 
separate congregations ; and the pillars of reve- 
lation are shaken by those men who preserve the 
name without the substance of religion, who in- 
dulge the licence without the temper of philoso- 
phy *. 

. * I shall recommend to public animadversion two passages 
in Dr Priestly, which betray the ultimate tendency of his opi- 
nions. At the first of these (Hist, of the Corruptions of Chris- 
tianity, vol. i. p. 275, 276.) the priest, at the second (volt ii. p. 
484.) the magistrate, may tremble ! 



Vol. X. O CHAP. 
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CHAP. LV. 

ihe Bulgarmns. — Origin, Migrations^ and Settle- 
ment of the Hungarians. — Their inroads in the 
East and West. — Ihe monarchy of Russia. — 
Geography and Trade. — tVars of the Russians 
against the Greek Empire. — Conversion of the 
Barbarians. 

CHAP. ir TNi)ER the reign af Constantine the grand- 
^v- \^ son of Heraclius, the ancient barrier of the 
^ Danube, so often violated and so often restored, 
w§is irretrievably swept away by a new deluge of 
Barbarians. Their progress was favoured by the 
caliphs, their unknown and accidental auxaiiaries : 
The Roman legions were occupied in Asia ; and 
after the loss of Syria, Egypt, and Africa, the Cae- 
sars were twice reduced to the danger and dis- 
grace of defending their capital against the Sara- 
cens. If, in the account of this interesting people^ 
I have deviated from the strict atid original line 
of my undertaking, the merit of the subject will 
hide my transgression or solicit my excuse. la 
the East, in the West, in war, in religion, in 
science, in their pi'osperity, and in their decay, 
the Arabian^ press themselves on our curiosity t 
The first overthrow of the church and empire of 
the Greeks may be imputed to their arms ; 
and the disciples of Mahomet still hold the civil 
and religious sceptreof the Oriental world. But the 
same labour would be* unworthily bestowed on the 
swarms of savages, who, between the seventh and 

the 
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the twelfth century, descended from the plains of c h a p. 
Seythia, in transient inroad or perpetual emigra- lv. 
tion *. Their names are uncouth, their origins » 
doubtful, their actions obscure, their superstition 
was blind, their valour brutal, and the uniformity 
of their public and private lives was neither soften- 
ipd by innocence nor refined by policy. The 
majesty of the Byzantine throne repelled and sur- 
vived their disorderly attacks ; the greater part of 
these Barbarians has disappeared without leaving 
any memorial of their existence, and the despica- 
ble remnant continues, and may long contiriue, 
to groan under the dominion of a foreign tyrant. 
From the antiquities of, I. Bulgarians, 11. Hunga^ 
riansy and III, Russians^ I shall content myself 
with selecting such facts as yet deserve to be re- 
membered. The conquests of the, IV. Normans, 
and the monarchy of the, V. Turks, will natu- 
rally terminate in the mepiorable Crusades to the 
Holy Land, and the double fell of the city and 
empire of Gonstantine. 

In his march to Italy, Theodoric f the Ostro- fimigra- 
goth had trampled on the arms of the Bulgarians. Jl^V^, 
After this defeat, the name and the nation are lost rarians, 
during a century and an half; and it may be sus- ^c.^'^^^' 
pected that the j^ame or a similar appellation was 
O 2 revived 

. * jtn the passages of the Byzantme history which relate to 
the Barbarians, are compiled, methodised, and transcribed, in 
a Latin version, by the laborious John Gotthelf Stritter, in^his 
** Memohas Popnlorum ad Danubiunr, Pontum Euxinum, Palu* 
dem Mseotidem, Caucasum, Mare Caspium, et inde magis ad 
Septemtriones incolentium." Petropoli. 177 1 — 1*79; in four 
tomes, or six volumes, in 4to. But the fashion has not enhanced 
the price of these raw materials* 

t Hi^, voL vii. p« I2« 
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revived by strange colonies from the Borysthenesr, 
the Tanais, or the Volga. A king of the ancient 
Bulgaria * bequeathed to his five sons a last lesson 
of moderation and concord. It was received as 
youth has ever received the' counsels of age and 
experience ; the five princes buried their father ; 
divided his subjects and cattle; forgot his advice; 
separated from each other; and wandered in quest 
of fortune, till we find the most adventurous in 
the heart of Italy, under the protection of the ex- 
arch of Ravenna f . But the stream of emigration 
was directed or impelled towards the capital. The 
modem Bulgaria, along the southern banks of the 
Danube, was stamped with the name and image 
which it has retained to the present hour; the new 
conquerors successively acquired, by war or treaty, 
the Roman provinces of Dardania, Thessaly, and 
the two Epirus' J; the ecclesiastical supremacy was 
.translated from the native city of Justinian; and, 
in their prosperous age, the obscure town of Lych- 
nidus, or Achrida, was honoured with the throne 

of 

* Thcophanes, p. 296 — 299. Anastasius, p, 113, Nice- 
|)horus, C. P. p. 22, 23. Theophanes places the old Bulgaria 
on the banks, of the Atell or Volga; but he deprives himself of 
all geographical credit by discharging that river into the Euxine 
Sea. 

f Paul. Diacon. de Gestis Langobard. 1. v. c. 29. p. 881, 
882. The apparent difference betvsreen the Lombard historian 
and tlie above-mentioned Greeks, is easily reconciled by Camillo 
Pellegrino (de Ducatii Beneventano, dissert, vii. in the Scrip- 
tores Rerum Ital. torn. v. p. 186, 187.) and Beretti, (Choro- 
graph. Italiae medii -3Lvi, p. 273, &c.) This Bulgarian colony 
was planted in a vacant district of Samnium, and learned the 
Latin, vsrithout forgetting their native language. 

t These provinces of the Greek idiom and empire are as- 
signed to the Bulgarian kingdom in the dispute of ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction between the patriarchs of Rome and Constantino- 
ple. (Baronius, An;ial. Eccle*. A. D. 869, No. 75.) 
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of a king and a patriarch *. The unquestionable chap* 
evidence of language attests the descent of the Bui- . lv. 
garians from the original stock of the Sclavonian, '■ " v" ^ 
or more properly Slavonian race f ; and the kindred 
bands of Servians, Bosnians, Rascians, Croatians, 
Walachians J,,&c. followed either the standard or 
the example ofthe leading tribe. From the Euxine 
to the Adriatic, in the state of captives or subjects, 
or allies or enemies^ of the Greek empire, they 
overspread the land; and the national appellation 
of the SLAVES § has been degraded by chance or 
malice from the signification of glory to that of 
servitude ||. Among these colonies, the Chroba- 
O 3 tians, 

* The situation and royalty of Lychnidus, or Achrida, are 
clearly expressed in Cedrenus, (p. 713.) The removal of an 
archl)ishop or patriarch from Justiniinea prima, to Lychnidus, * 

and at length to Ternovo, has produced some perplexity in the 
ideas or language of the Greeks.; (Nicephorus Gregoras, 1. ii. 
c. 2. p. 14, 15. Thoiti^ssin, Discipline de I'Eglise, torn. i. 
1. i. c. 19. 23.) and a Frenchman (d'AnvUle) is more accurate- 
ly skilled in the geography of their own conntry; (Hist, de 
I'Academie des Inscriptions, torn, xxxi.) 

f Chalcocondyles, a competent judge, affirms the identity of 
the language of the Dalmatians, Bosnians, Servians, Bulgarians^ 
Poles, (de Rebus Turcicis, L x. p. 283.) and elsewhere of the 
Bohemians, (1. ii. p. 38.) The same author has marked the 
separate idiom of the Hungarians. 

X See the work of John Christopher d^ Jordan, de Origini- 
bus Sclavicis, Vindobonae, 1745, in four parts, or two vo- 
lumes in folio. His collections and researches arc useful to 
eliicidate the anti(5[uities of Bohemia and the adjacent countries: 
But his plan is narrow, his stile barbarous, his criticism shallow, 
and the Aulic counsellor is not free from the prejudices of a Bo- 
hemian. 

§ Jordan subscribes to the well known and probable deriva- 
'tion from Slavay laus, gloria, a word of familiar use in the 
different dialects and parts of.speech, and which forms the ter- 
mination of the most illustrious names, (de Originibus Sclavi- 
cis, pars i. p. 40. pars iv. p. loi, 102.) 

II This conversion of a national into an appellative name 
appears to have arisen in the eighth century, in the Oriental 

France i^ . 
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CHAP, tians *, or Croats, who now attend the motions of 
LV. an Austrian army, are the descendants of a mighty 
^-- ^ v . ^ people, the conquerors and sovereigns of Dalmatia. 
Scbvo-^^ The maritime cities, and of these the infant re- 
nians of public of Ragusa, implored the aid and instruc- 
A.D.9W, tions of the Byzantine court: They were advised 
*^* by the magnanimous Basil to reserve a small ac- 

knowledgment of their fidelity to the Roman em- 
pire, and to appease, by an anndal tribute, the 
wrath of these irresistible Barbarians. The king- 
dom ^f Croatia was shared by eleven Zoupansj or 
feudatory lords; and their united forces were 
nu^)t>ered at sixty thousand horse and one hundred- 
thousand foot. A long sea-coast, indented with ca- 
pacious harbours, covered with a string of islands, 
and alpiost in sight of the Italian shores, disposed 
both the natives and strangers to the practice of 
navigation. The boats or brigantines of the Croats 
were constructed after the fashion of the old Libur- 
nians; one hundred and eighty vessels may excite 
the idea of a respectable navy; but our seamen 
will smile at the allowance of ten, or twenty, or 
forty, men for each of these ships of war. They 
• were gradually converted to the more honourable 
service of commerce ; ypt the Sclavonian pirates 

were 

France ; where the princes and bishops were rich in SclavcK 
nian captives, not of the Bohemian, ^exclaims Jordan,) but of 
Sorabian race. From thence the word was extended to general 
iise, to the modem languages, and even to the stile of the last 
Byzantines, (see the Greek and Latin Glossaries of Du Cange.) 
The confusion of the x£xt, or Servians, with the Latin Servi^ 
was still more fortunate and familiar, (Constant. -Porphyr. dc 
administrando Imperio, c. 32. p. 99.) 

* The emperor Constantine Porphyrogcnitus, most accurate 
for his own times, most fabulous for preceding ages, describes 
the Sclavonians of Dalmatia^ (c. 29—36.) 
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Wire still frequent and dangerous ; and it was hot c H a F« 
before the close of the tenth century that the free- J-v. 
dcwn and sovereignty of the Gulf we8?e eflfe'ctually ^ - - ' 
vindicated by the Venetian republic *. The an- 
cestors of tljicse Dalmatian kings were equally re- 
moved from the use and abuse of navigation; 
they dwek in the White Croatia, in the inland . 
tegions of Silesia and Little Poland, thirty days 
journey, according to the Gteek ciamputation, 

. from the sea of darkness. ^ 

The glory of the Bulgarians f was confined to Ejrst 
a narrow scope both of fime and place, la the oftf^^ 
ainth and tenth centuries, they reigned to the garians, 

. south of the Danube ; but the more powerful na- q^qI^ ' 
tions that had followed their emigration, repelled ^^^* 
all return to the north and all progress to the. 
west. Yet, in the obscure catalogue of their ex- 
ploits, they might boast an honour which had hi- 
therto been appropriated to the Goths ; that of 
slaying in battle oiie of the successors of Augustus 
and Constantine. The emperor Nicephorus had 
lost his fame in the Arabian, he lost his life in 
the Sclavonian wan In his first operations he ad- 
vanced with boldness and success into the centre * 
of Bulgaria, and burnt the rojal courts which was 

probably no more than an edifice and village of 
O 4 timber, 

* See the anonymous Chronicle of the xith century, ascrib- 
"Cd to John Sagorninus, p. 94 — 102. and that composed in the 
xivth by the Doge Andrew Dandolo ; Script. Rerum Ital. tom. 
xii. p.- 2 27 — 230.) the two oldest monuments of the history of 
Venice. ; 

t The first kingdom of the Bulgarians may be found, under 
the prpper dates, in the Annals of Cedrenus and Zonaras. The 
Byzantine materials are collected by Stritter ; (Memoriae Popu- 
lorum, tom. ii. pars ii. p. 441 — 647.) and the ser its of their 
kings is disposed and settled by Du Cange, (Fam. Byzant. p. 

305-318-) . Digitized by Google 
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c H A,P. timber. But, while he searched the spoil and rs* 
JLV, fused all offers of treaty, his enemies collected 

' * ' their spirits and their forces; the passes of retreat 
were insuperably barred ; and the trembling Ni- 
. cephorus was heard to exclaim : '* Alas, alas ! un- 
*• lesswecould assumethe wings pf birds, we cannot 
•' hope to escape/' Two days he waited his fate 
in the inactivity of despair ; but, on the morning 
' of the third, the Bulgarians surprised the camp ; 
and the Roman prince, with the jgreat officers of 
the empire, were slaughtered in their tents. The 

A.D.811. body of Valens had been §^ved from insult ; but 
the head of Nicephorus was exposed on a spear^ 
and his skull, enchased with gold, was often re- 
plenished in the feasts of victory. The Greeks 
• bewailed the 4ishonour of the throne ; but they 
acknowledged the just punishment of avarice and 
cruelty. This savage cup was deeply tinctured 
vnth the manners of the Scythian wilderness ; but 
they were softened before the end of the same 
century by a peaceful intercourse with the Greeks, 
the possession of a cultivated region, and the in- 
troduction of the Christian worship. The nobles 
pf Bulgaria were educated in the schools and pa- 
lace of Copstantinople ; aifd Simeon *, a youth of 
the royal line, was instructed in the rhetoriq of 
iOemosthenes and the logic of Aristotle. He relin- 
A. D. quished the profession of a monk for that of a king 

IB88— 927, and warripr; ^nd in his reign, of more thap forty 

years, 

* Simeonem semi-Graecum esse aiebant, c6 quod a pueriti& 
Byzantii pemosthenis rhetoricam et Aristotelis syllogi^mos di- 
dicerat. Liutprand, 1. iii. c. 8. He says in another place, Si- 
meon, fortis bellator, Bnlgariae pracerat ; Christianus, sed yici- 
nis Grraecis valde inimicus, (1. i. c. 2.) 
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years, Bulgaria assumed a rank among the civiHz- chap. 
ed powers of the earth. The Greeks, whom he lv, 
repeatedly attacked, derived a faint consolation ' 
from* indulging themselves in the reproaches of 
perfidy and sacrilege. They purchased the aid of 
the Pagan Turks ; but Simeon, in a second battle, 
redeemed the loss of the first, at a time when it 
was esteemed a victory to elude the arms of that 
formidable nation. The Servians were overthrown ' 
made captive, and dispersed ; and those who vi- 
sited the country before their restoration could 
discover no more than fifty vagrants, without wo- 
men or children, who extorted a precarious sub- 
sistence from the chace. On classic ground, on 
the banks of the Achelous, the Greeks were de- 
feated ; their horn was broken by the strength of 
the barbaric Hercules *. He formed the siege of 
Constantinople ; and, in a personal conference with 
the emperor, Simeon imposed the conditions of ' 

peace. They met with the most jealous pre- 
cautions ; the royal galley was drawn close to an 
artificial and well-fortified platform ; and the ma- 
jesty of the purple was emulated by the pomp of 
the Bulgarian. " Are you a Christian ?'* said the 
humble Romanus ; " It is your duty to abstain from 
" the blood of your fellow-christians. Has the 
" thirst of riches seduced you from the blessings 
*' of peace ? Sheath your sword, open your hand, 
*• and I will satiate the utmost measure of your 

*? desires." 

* — — Rigidum fera dexter^ cornu 

Dum tenet, infregittruncaque a fronte revellit. 
Ovid (Metamorph. ix. i — lOO.) has boldly painted the combat 
'of the river-god and the hero ; the nati\e and the stranger. 
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CHAP." desires." The reconciliation was scaled by a 
i'^- domestic alliance ; the freedom of trade was grant- 
' cd or restored ; the first honours of the court were 
secured to the friends of Bulgaria, above the am- 
bassadors of enemies or strangers*; and her 
A. D. 950. princes were dignified with the high and invidious 
*^ title of basileuSj or emperor. But this friendship 

was soon disturbed : After the death of Simeon, 
the nations were again in arms ; his feeble suc- 
cessors were divided and extinguished ; and, in 
the beginning of the eleventh century, the second 
Basil, who was born in the purple, deserved the 
appellation of conqueror of the Bulgarians. His * 
avarice was in some measure gratified by a trea- 
sure of four hundred thousand pounds Sterling (ten 
thousand pounds weight of gold) which he found 
in the palace of Lychnidus. His cruelty inflicted a 
cool and exquisite vengeance on fifteen thousand 
captives who had been guilty of the defence of 
their country : They were deprived of sight ; but 
to one of each hundred a single eye was left, that 
he might conduct his blind century to the presence 
of their king. Their king is said to have expired 
of grief and horror ; the nation was awed by this 
terrible example; the Bulgarians were swept away 
from their settlements, and circunlscribed within 

a 

* The ambassador of Otho was provoked by the Greek ex- 
cesses, ciim Christophori filium Petrus Bulgarorum Fasileus 
conjugem duceret, Symphonay id est consonantia, scripto juramen- 
to iirmata sunt, ut omnium gentium j^postolis, id est nunciis, 
penes nos Bulgarorum Apostoli prseponantur, honorentur, dili- 
gantur, (Liutprand in Legatione, p. 482.} See the Ceremoni* 
ale of Constantine of Porphyrogenitus, torn. i. p. 82, torn. ii. p. 
429, 430. 434, 435- 443, 444. 446, 447, widi the annotation* 
ofReiske. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 20 j 

a narrow prorince; the surviving chiefs bequeath- chap. 
ed to their children the advice of patience and the hv. 
duty of revenge. , * - 

11. When the bladk swarm oif Hungarians first Emigra- 
hung over Europe, about nine hundred years after Jh^Turks 
the Christian sera, they were mistaken by fear and o'Hunga- 
superstition for the Gog and Magog of the Scrip- a.d!884. 
tures, the signs and forerunners of the end of the 
world *. Since the introducticm of letters, they 
have explored their own antiquities with a s(trong 
and laudable impulse of patriotic curiosity f . 
Their rational criticism can no longer be amused 
With a vain pedigree of Attila and the Huns: 
But they complain that their primitive records 
have perished in the Tartar war; that the truth 
or fiction of their rustic songs is long since for- 
gotten; and that the fragments of a rude chro- 
nicle X must be painfully reconciled with the 

contemporary 

* A bishop of Wurtzburgh submitted this opinion to a reverend 
abbot ; but be more gravely decided, that Gog and Magog were 
the spiritual persecutors of the church ; since Gog signifies the 
root, the pride of the Heresiarchs, and Magog what romes from 
the roof, the propagation of their sects. Yet these men once 
commanded the respect of mankind, (Fleury, Hist. Eccles.' torn, 
xi. p. 594, &c.) 

f The two national aifthors, from whom I have derived the 
most assistance, are George Pray (Dissertationes ad Annales 
veterum Hungarorum, &c. Vindobonae, 1775, in folio,) and 
Stephen Katona, (Hist. Critica Ducum ct Regiim Hungariac 
stirpis Arpadianae, Passtini, 1778 — 17 81, 5 vols, in octavo.) 
The first embraces a large and often conjectural space ; the 
latter, by his learning, judgment, and perspicuity, deserves the 
name of a critical historian. 

t The author of this Chronicle is stiled the notary of king 
Bela. Katona has assigned him to the twelfth century, and de* 
fends his character against the hypercriticism of Pray. This rude 
annalist must have transcribed some historical records, since ]^c 
eould' affirm with dignity, rejectis falsis fabulis rusticorum, et 

garrulo 
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G n A p. contemporary though foreign intelligence of the 
i-v. Imperial geographer *. Magiar is the national 
and Oriental denomination of the Hungarians; 
but, among the tribes of Scythia, they are dis- 
tinguished by the Greeks under the proper and 
peculiar name of Turks, as the descendants of that 
mighty people who had conquered and reigned 
from China to the Volga. The Pannonian colony 
preserved a correspondence of trade and amity 
with the Eastern Turks on the confines of Persia; 
and after a separation of three hundred and fifty 
years, the missionaries of the king of Hungary 
discovered and visited their ancient country near 
the banks of the Volga. They were hospitably 
entertained by a people of Pagans and Savages, 
who still bore the name of Hungarians; conversed 
in their native tongue, recollected a tradition of 
their long-lost brethren, and listened with amaxe- 
ment to the marvellous tale of their new kingdom 
and religion. The zeal of conversion was ani- 
mated by the interest of consanguinity; and one 
of the greatest of their princes had formed the 
generous, though fruitless, design of replenish- 
ing the solitude of Pannonia by this domestic 

colony 

gamilo cantd joculatonun. In the fifteenth century, these fa« 
bles were collected by Thurotzius, and embellished by the Ita- 
lian Bonfinius. See the Preliminary Discourse in the Hist. 
Critica Ducum, p. 7—33- 

* See Constantine de Adminlstrando Imperio, c. 3, 4. 13. 
38 — ^42. Katona has nicely fixed the composition of this work 
to the years 949, 950, 951, (p. 4 — 7.) The critical historian 
(p. 34«-i07«) endeavours to prove the existence, and tcyrela^e 
the actions,' of a first duke Almus, the father of Arpad, who is 
tacitly rejected by Constantine. 
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colony from the heart of Tartary *. From this chap. 
primitive country they were driven to the West ^v. 
by the tide of war and emigration, by the weight ' '^ 
of the more distant tribes, who at the same time 
were fugitives and conquerors. Reason or fortune 
directed their course towards the frontiers of the 
Roman empire; they halted in the usual stations 
along the banks of the great rivers; and in the ^ 
territories of Moscow, Kiow, and Moldavia, some 
vestiges have been discovered of their temporary 
residence. In this long and various perigrina- 
tion, they could not always escape the dominion 
of the stronger ; and the purity of their blood 
was improved or sullied by the mixture of a 
foreign race; from a motive of compulsion or 
choice, several tribes of the Chazars were asso- 
ciated to the standard of their ancient vassals; in- 
troduced the use of a second language; and ob- 
tained by their superior renown the most honour- 
able place in the front of battle. The military 
force of the Turks and their allies Hlarched 
in seven equal and artificial divisions ; each 
division was formed of thirty thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-seven warriors, and the propor- 
tion of women, children, and servants, supposes 
and requires at least a million of emigrants. 
Their public counsels were directed by seven * 
vayvods, or hereditary chiefs; but the experience 
of discord and weakness recommended the more 
simple and vigorous administration of a single 

person. 

* Pray (Dissert, p. 37 — ^39y&c.) prodaces and illustrates the 
original passages of the Hungarian missionaries^ Bonfinius 9nd 
^neas Silvius. 
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Their 

Fennic 

•rigm* 



CHAP, person. The sceptre which had been declined 
Lv. by the modest Lebedius, was granted to the 
" birth or merit of Almus and his son Arpad, and 
the authority of the supreme khan of the Cha« 
lars confirmed the engagement of the prince and 
people; of the people to obey his commands, 
cxf the prince to consult their happiness and 
glory. 

With this narrative we might be reasonably 
content, if the penetration of modem learning 
had not opened a new and larger prospect of 
the antiquities of nations. The Hungarian Jan- 
guage stands alone, and, as it were insulated, 
among the Sclavonian dialects; but it bears a 
close and clear affinity to the idioms of the Fen- 
nic race *, of an obsolete and savage race, which 
formerly occupied the northern regions of Asia 
Mid Europe. The genuine appellation of Ugri 
or Igours is found on the Western confines of 
China f , their migration to the banks of the 
Irtish is attested by Tartar evidence X\ a similar 

name 



* Fischer, in the Quxstiones Petropolitaiue de Origine Un- 
grorum, and Pray, Dissertat. i, ii, iii, &c. have drawn up se- 
veral comparative tables of the Hungarian with the Fennic dia- 
lects. The af&nity is indeed striking, but the lists are short ; 
the words are purposely chosen; and I read in the learned Bayer^ 
(Comment. Academ. retrqpol. torn. x. p. 374.) that, although 
the Hungarian has adopted many Fennic words, (innumeras 
voces,) it essentially differs toto genio et natura. 

t In the region t>f Turfan, which is clearly and minutely de- 
scribed by the Chinese geographers, (Gaubil. Hist, du Grand 
Oengiscan, p- I3«; De Guigncs, Hist, dcs Huns, torn. ii.p. 
31, &c.) • ^ 

X Hist. Genealogique des Tartars, par Abulghazi Bahadur 
Khan, partie ii. p. 90—98. 
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name ai^ language are detected in the southern c h a p» 
parts of Siberia * ^ and the remains of the Fennic ly. 
4«ibes are ^dely, though thinly, scattered: from '- ' '\ 
the sources of the Oby to the shores of Lapland f. 
The con^nguinity of the Hungarians and Lap- 
landers would display the powerM energy of 
climate on the children of a common parent; 
the lively contrast between the bold adventurers, 
who are intoxicated with the wines of the Da* 
nube, and the wretched fugitives who are immer- 
sed beneath the snows of the polar circle. Arms 
and freedom have ever been the ruling, thou^ 
too often the unsuccessful, passion of the Hun- 
garians, who are endowed by nature with a 
vigorous constitution of soul and body %. Ex- 
treme cold has diminished the stature and con- 
gealed the faculties of the Laplanders ; and the 
Arctic tribes^ alone among the sons of men, are 
ignorant of war, and unconscious of human 

blood; 
•» 

* In their journey to Pekin, both Isbrand Ives (Harris's Col- 
lection of Voyages and Travels, vol. ii. p. 920, 921.) and Bell 
(Travels, vol. i. p. 174.) found the Vogulitz in the neighbour- 
hood of V Tobolsky. By the tortures of the etymological art^^ 
Ugur and PoguJ are reduced to the same name r the circumja- 
cent mountains really bear the appellation of Ugrian ; and of all 
the Fennic dialects, the Vogulian is the nearest to the Himga- 
rian, (Fischer, Dissert, i. p. 20—30. Pray, Dissert, ii. p. 31— » 
34-) 

t "The eight tribes of the Fennic race are described in the 
curious work of M. Leveque, (Hist, des Peuples soumis a la Do- 
mination de la Russie, torn. i. p. 361 — ^561.) 

t This picture of the Hungarians and Bulgarians is chiefly 
drawn from the Tactics of Leo, p. 796 — 801. and the Latin 
Annals, which are alleged by Baronius, Pagi, and Muratori^ 
A. D. 889, &c. ^ ' 
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CHAP, blood : An happy ignorance, if reason and virtue 

i-v. were the guardians of their peace * ! 
1, ! It is the observation of the Imperial author of 

Tnctics 

and man- the Tactics f, that all the Scythian hords resem- 

H^^a!^^ bled each other in their pastoral and military 

riansand life, that they all practised the satne means of 

^sf^^ subsistence, and employed the same instruments 

A. D.fioo, of destruction. But he adds, that the two na- 
me* 

tions of Bulgarians and Hungarians were superior 

. to their brethren, and similar to each other, in 
the improvements, however rude, of their disci- 
pline and government ; their visible likeness de- 
termines Leo to confound his friends and enemies 
in one common description ; and the picture 
may be heightened by some strokes from their 
contemporaries of the tenth century. Except 
the merit and fame of military prowess, all that 
is valued by mankind appeared vile and con- 
temptible to these Barbarians, whose native fierce- 
ness 



* BufFon, Hist. *Naturelle, torn. v. p. 6. in i2mo. Gustavus 
Adolphus attempted, without success, to form a regiment of Lap- 
landers. Grotius says of these Arctic tribes, arma, arcus et pha- 
retra, sed adversus feras ; (Annal. 1. iv. p. 236.) and attempts, 
after the manner of Tacitus, to varnish with philosophy thetr 
brutal ignorance. '^ 

t Leo has observed, that the government of the Turks was 
monarchical, and that their punishments were rigorous, (Tactic, 
p. 896. etTitvuf xcu ^ec^iM^.) Rhegino (in Chron. A. D. 889.) 
mentions theft as a capital crime, and his jurisprudence is con- 
firmed by the original code of St Stephen, (A. D. 1016.) If a 
slave were guilty, he was chastised, for the first time, with the 
loss of his nose, or a fine of five heifers ; for the second, with the 
loss of his ears, or a similar fine ; for the third, with death ; 
which the freeman did not incur till the fourth offence, as his 
first penalty Wa» the loss of liberty, (Katona, Hist. Regum 
Hungar. torn, i, p. 231, ^32.) 
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ness was stimulated by the conscionsness of nuin«- chap. 
here and freedom. The tents of the Hungarians i-v, 
were of leather, their garments of fur ; they ^— v '-^ 
shaved their hair and scarified their faces; in 
speech they were slow, in action prompt, in 
treaty perfidious ; and they shared the common 
reproach of Barbarians, too ignorant to conceive 
the importance of truth, too proud to deny or 
palliate the breach of their most solemti engage- 
ments. Their simplicity has been praised ; yet 
they abstained only from the luxury they had 
never known; whatever they saw, they coveted; 
their desires were insatiate, and their sole in- 
dustry was the hand of violence and rapine. By 
the definition of a pastoral nation, I have recalled 
a long description of the oeconomy, the warfare, 
and the government that prevail in that stage 
of society ; I may add, that to fishing as well as 
to the chase, the Hungarians were indebted for a 
part of their subsistence ; and since they seldom 
cultivated the ground, they must, at least in 
their new settlements, have sometimes practised 
a slight and unskilful husbandry. In their emi- 
grations, perhaps in their expeditions, the host 
was accompanied by thousands of sheep and 
oxen, who increased the cloud of formidable 
dust, and aflforded a constant and wholesome 
supply of milk and animal food. A plentiful 
command of forage was the first care of the 
general, and if the flocks and herds were secure 
of their pastures, the hardy warrior was alike 
insensible of danger and fatigue. The confusion 
of men and cattle that overspread the country 
Vol. X. P exposed 
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CHAP, exposed their camp to a nocturnal surprise, had 
^v. not a still wider circuit been occupied by their 
' -' light cavalry, perpetually in motion to discover 
and delay the approach of the enemy. Aiftcr 
some experience of the Roman tactics, they adopted 
the use of the sword and spear, the helmet of the 
soldier, and the iron breast-plate of his steed; 
but their native and deadly weapon was the Tartar 
bow; from the earliest infancy, their children 
and servants were exercised in the double science 
of archery and horsemanship ;. their arm was 
strong; their aim was sure; and in the most 
' rapid career, they were taught to throw them- 

selves backwards, and to shoot a voUey of arrows 
into the air. In open combat, in secret ambush, 
in flight, or pursuit, they were equaiUy formid- 
able; an appearance of order, was maintained 
in the foremost ranks, but their charge was 
driven . forwards by the impatient pressure of 
succeeding crowds. They pursued, headlong and 
rash, with loosened reins and horrific outcries;, 
but if they fled, with real or dissembled fear, 
the ardour of a pursuing foe was checked and 
chastised by the same habits of irregular speed 
and sudden evolution. In the abuse of victory, 
they astonished Europe, yet smarting from the 
wounds of the Saracen and the Dane; mercy 
they rarely asked, and more rarely bestowed; 
both sexes were accused as equally inaccessible to 
pity, and their appetite for raw flesh might coun-^ 
tenance the popular tale, that they drank the 
blood and feasted on the hearts of the slain. 
Yet the Hungarians were not devoid of those 

principles 
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principles of justice and humanity, which natuiv chap. 
has implanted in every bosom. The licence of lv. 
public and private injuries was restrained by laws ^ ■ / '■ " ■'• 
and punishments ;^and in the security of an open 
camp, theft is the most tempting and most dan* 
gerous offence. Among the Barbarians, there 
were many, whose spontaneous virtue supplied 
their laws, and corrected their manners, who 
performed the duties, and sympathised with the 
affections, of social life. 

After a long pilgrimage of flight or victory. Establish- 
the Turkish hords approached the common limits P^^' ^^^ 
of the French and Byzantine empires. Their the Hun- 
first conquests and final settlements extended on |^£)^^^^ 
either side of the Danube above Vienna, below 
Belgrade, and beyond the measure of the Roman 
province of Pannonia, or the modem kingdom 
of Hungary *. That ample and fertile land was 
loosely occupied by the Moravians, a Sclavonian 
,name and tribe, which were driven by the in- 
vaders into the compass of a narrow province. 
Charlemagne had stretched a vague and nominal 
empire as far as the edge of Transylvania ; but, 
after the failure of his legitimate line, the dukes 
of Moravia forgot their obedience and tribute to 
the monarchs of Oriental France. The bastard 
Amulph was provoked to invite the arms of 
the Turks ; they rushed through the real or figu- 
rative wall, which his indiscretion had thrown 
• open ; and the king of Germany has been justly 
reproached as a traitor to the civil and ecclesi- 
P 2 astical 

* See Katonai Hist. Ducum Hungar. p« 32i--*35^* 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



2n THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, astical society of the Christians. During the life 
LV. of Arnulph, ^he Hungarians were checked by 
-^-^ — gratitude or fear ; but in the infancy of his son 
^•^^' Lewis, they discovered and invaded Bavaria;, 
and such was their Scythian speed, that, in a 
siligle day, a circuit of fifty miles was stripped 
and consutnei In the battle of Augsburgh, the 
Christians maintained their advantage till the se« 
vcnth hour of the day ; they were deceived and 
vanquished by the flying stratagems of the Turk- 
ish cavalry. The conflagration spread over the 
provinces of Bavaria, Swabia, and Franconia; and 
the Hungarians * promoted the reiga of anarchy, 
by forcing the stoutest barons to discipline their 
vassals, and fortify their castles. The origin of 
walled towns is ascribed to this calamitous period j 
nor could any distahce be secure against an enemy,, 
who, almost at the same; instant, laid in ashes 
the Helvetian monastery of St Gall, and the 
city of Bremen, on the shores of the northern 
ocean. Above thirty years the Germanic empire, 
or kingdom, was subject to the ignominy of tri- 
bute ; and resistance was disarmed by the me- 
nace, the serious and effectual menace, of drag- 
ging the women and children into captivity, and of 
slaughtering the males above the age of ten years. 
I have neither power nor inclination to follow the 
Hungarians beyond the Rhine ; but I must ob- 
serve 

* H^garorum gens, cu jus omnes fere nationes ezpeitse sas^ 
viti^iin, &c. is the preface of Liutprand, (1. i. c.'2.} who fre- 
quently expatiates on the calamities of his own times. See 1. w 
c. 5. I. ii. c. I, 2. 4, 5, 6, 7. 1. iii. c. i, &c. 1. v. c^ 8. 15. in 
Legat. p. 485. His colours are glaring, but hh- chronology 
must be rectified by Pagi and Muratorir 
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serve with surprise, that the southern provinces of c h a ?• 
France were blasted by the tempest^ and that iv, 
Spain, behind her Pyrenees, was astonished at ' — ^^~^ 
the approach of the^e formidable strangers *. 
The vicinity of Italy had tempted their early in- A.D.goo. 
Joads ; but, from their camp on the Brenta, they 
beheld with some terror the apparent strength 
and populousness of the new-discovered country. 
They requested leave to retire ; their request was 
proudly rejected by the Italian king ; and the 
lives of twenty thousand Christians paid the for- 
ieit of his obstinacy and rashness. Among the 
cities of the West, the royal Pavia was conspicu- 
ous in fame and splendour; and the pre-eminence 
of Rome itself was only derived from the relics of 
the apostles.. The Hungarians appeared ; Pavia A.D.gsa. 
was in flames ; forty-three churches were con- 
sumed ; and, after the massacre of the people, 
they spared about two hundred wretches, who 
had gathered some bushels of gold and silver (a 
vague exaggeration) from the smoking ruins of ^ 
their country. In these annual excursions from 
the Alps to the neighbourhood of Rome and Ca- 
pua, the churches, that yet escaped, resounded 
with a fearful litany : " Oh ! save and deliver us 
^' from the arrows of the Hungarians I" But the 
saints were deaf or inexorable ; and the torrent 
rolled forwards, till it was stopped by the ex- 

P 3 tremc 

* ThjB three bloody reigns of Amad, Zoltan, and Toxixs, 
are critically illustrated by Katona, (Hist. Dacum, &c. p. 107 
—499*) His diligence has searched both natives and foreign- 
ers ; yet to the deeds of mischief, or glory, I have been able tp 
^dd the destruction of Bremen. (Adam Bremensis, i. 45O 
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treme land of Calabria ^. A composition was 
ofiered and accepted for the head of each Italian 
subject ; and ten bushels of silver were poured 
forth in the Turkish camp. But falsehood is the 
natural antagonist of violence ; and the robbers 
were defrauded both in the numbers of the as- 
sessment and the standard of the metal. On the 
side of the East the Hungarians were opposed in 
doubtful conflict by the equal arms of the Bulga- 
rians* whose faith forbade an alliance with the 
Pagans, and whose situation formed the barrier of 
A.p.p24. the Byzantine empire. The barrier was over- 
turned ; the emperor of Constantinople beheld 
the waving banners of the Turks ; and one of 
their boldest warriors presumed to strike a battle- 
axe into the golden gate. The arts and treasures 
of the Greeks diverted the assault ; but the Hun- 
garians might boast, on their retreat, that they 
had imposed a tribute on the spirit of Bulgaria 
and the majesty of the Caesars f . The remote 

and 

* Muratori has considered with patriotic care the danger and 
resources of Modcna. The citizens besought St Gemihianus, 
' their patron, to avert, by his intercession, the rubiesyfiageliunif &c. 
Nunc te rogamus, licet servi pessimi, 
Ab Ungerorum nos defendas jaculis. 
The bishop erected walls ' for the public defence, not contra 
dominos serenos, (Antiquitat. Ital. incd* -ffivi, toni. i. disser- 
tat. i. p. 21, 22.) and the song of the nightly watch is not 
without elegance or use, (torn. ui. diss. xl. p. 709«) The Ita- 
lian annalist has accurately traced the series of their inroads ; 
(Annali d'ltalia, torn. vii. p. 365. 367. 393. 401. 437. 440. 
lom. yiii. p. 19. 41. 52, &c.) 

t Both the Hungarian and Russian annals suppose, that they 
besieged, or attacked, or insulted Constantinople ; (Fray, disser- 
tat. X. p. 239. Katona, Hist. Ducum, p. 354 — ^360.) and ^e 
iact i? alniQit confessed by the Byzantine historians ; (Leo 

. Graimnatic(iS} 
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-and rapid operations of the same campaign ap- c h a k. 
pear to magnify the power and numbers of the lv. 
Turks ; but their courage is most deserving of ' • 
praise, since a light troop of three or four hun- 
dred horse would often attempt and execute the 
ixiost daring inroads to the gates of Thessalonica 
and Constantinople. At this disastrous aera of 
the ninth and tenth centuries, Europe was afflicted 
by a triple scourge from the North, the East, and 
the South ; the Norman, the Hungarian, and 
tht Saracen, sometimes trod the same ground of 
desolation; and these savage loes might have been 
compared by Homer to the two lions growling 
over the carcase of a mangled stag *. 

The deliverance of Germany and Christendom Victofyof 
W2LS atchieved by the Saxon princes, Henry the powiiw^^^ 
Fowler and Otho the Great, who, in two me- A.D. 934. 
morable battles, for ever broke the power of the 
Hungarians f . The valiant Henry was roused 
from a bed of sickness by the invasion of his 
country ; but his mind was vigorous and his 
P 4 prudence 

<?rammaticuj, p. 506. Cedrenus, tx)m. 11. p. 629.) yet, how- 
ever glorious to the nation, it is denied or doubted by the cri- 
tical historian, and even by the notary of Bela. Their scepti- 
cism is meritorious ; they could not safely transcribe or believe 
the rusticorum fabulas^ but Katona might have given due at- 
tention to the evidence of Liutprand; Bulgarorum gentem atquc 
Cracorum tributariam fecerant, (Hist. 1. ii. c. 4. p. 435*) 
* I Ai»ytf* iff in^nfihrmfy 

Ort 6v^t6g »6^v^o-t ^« tcrecfttviif i)i»^ttl 

' t They are amply and critically discussed by Katona, (Hist. 
Ducum, p. 360—368. 427 — ^470.) Liutprand (1. ii. c. 8, 9.) 
is the best evidence for the former, and Witichind (Annal. 
^axon. 1. iii.) of the latter : But the critical historian will not 
even overlook the horn of a warrior, which is said to be pr«r 
^rved 9tt Jazheriji* 
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prudence successful. '* M7 companiohs/^ said 
he on the morning* of the combat, ^' maintain 
your ranks, receive on your bucklers the first 
** arrows of the Pagans, and preyent their second 
?• discharge by the equal and rapid career of your 
. " lances." They obeyed, and conquered ; and 
the historical picture of the castle of Merseburgh 
expressed the features, or at least the character, of 
Henry, who, in an age of ignorance,^ entrusted 
to the finer arts the perpetuity pf his name *. 
At the end of twenty years, the children of the 
Turks who had fallen by his sword invaded the 
empire of his son ; and their force is defined, in 
the lowest estimate, at one hundred thousand 

ofOtho horse. They were invited by domestic faction; 

A.^D.95a! ^^^ g^^^s ^^ Germany were treacherously un- 
locked ; and they spread, far bpyond the Rhine 
and the Meuse, into the heart of Flanders. But 
the vigour and prudence of Otho dispelled the 
conspiracy; the princes were made sensible, that 
unless they were true to each other, their religion 
and country were irrecoverably lost ; and the 
national powers wei:e reviewed in the plains of 
Augsburgh. They marched and fought in eight 

legions, 

* Hunc vero triumphum, tarn laude quam, memoria dignum, 
ad Meresburgum rex in superiori coenaculo domus per ^«y^«^*«if, 
id est, picturam, notari praxepit, adeo ut rem veram potiiis 
quam verisimilem videas; an high encomium, (Liutprand, 1. ii. 
c. 9.) Another palace in Germany had been painted with holy' 
subjects by the order of Charlemagne ; and Muratori may justly 
affirm, nulla ssecula fuere in quibus pictores desiderati (uierint, 
(Antiquitat. Ital. medii JEvi, tom. ii. dissert- xxiv. p. 360, 
361.) Our domestic claims to antiquity of* ignorance and ori- 
ginal imperfection, (Mr Walpole's lively words,) are of a much 
more recent date, (Anecdotes of Painting, vol. i. p. 2; &c.) 
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legions, according' to the diyiiuoa of provfacjes chap. 
and tribes; the first, second, and third, were iv. 
composed of Bavarians ; the fourth of Franco- * 
nians ; the fifth of Saxons, under the immediate 
command of the monarch ; the sixth and seventh 
consisted of Swabians ; and the eighth legion, of 
a thousand Bohemians, closed the rear of the 
host. The resources of discipline and valour 
were fortified by the arts of superstition, whidi, 
on this occasion, may deserve the epithets of 
generous and salutary. Tl^e soldiers were purified 
with a fast; the camp was blessed with the relics 
of saints and martyrs ; and the Christian hero 
,'girded on his side the sword of Constantine, 
grasped the invincible spear of Charlemagne, and 
waved the banner of St Maurice, the praefect of 
th6 Thebaean legion. But his firmest confidence 
was placed in the holy lance *, whose point was 
fashioned of the nails of the cross, and which his 
father had extorted from the king of Burgundy, 
by the threats of war and the gift of a province. 
The Hungarians were expected in the front; 
they secretly passed the Lech, a river of Bavaria 
that falls into the Danube ; turned the rear of the 
Christian army ; plundered the baggage, and dis- 
ordered the legions of Bohemia and Swabia. 
The battle was restored by the Franconians, 
whose duke, the valiant Conrad, was pierced 
with an arrow as he rested from his fatigues ; 

the 

* See. Baronius, Aiinal. Eccles. A. D. 929, No. 2—5. 
The lance of Christ is taken from, the best evidence, Liutprand, 
(L iv, c. 12.) Sigebert, and the acts of St. Gerard; but the 
other military relics depend on the faith of the Gesta Anglo- 
rum po$t Bedam, 1, ii. c. 8. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ii« THE DECLINE AND PALL 

c HAP. the Saxons fought under the eyes of their kmg; 
L V. and his victory surpassed, in merit and importance, 

* '" the triumphs of the last two hundred years. The 
loss of the Hungarians was still greater in the 
flight than in the action ; they were encompassed 
by the rivers of Bavaria; and their past crui^lties 
excluded them from the hope of mercy. Three 
captive princes were hanged at Ratisbon, the 
multitude of prisoners was slain or mutilated, 
and the fugitives, who presumed to appear in the 
face of their country, were condemned to ever- 
lasting poverty and disgrace *. Yet. the spirit 
of- the nation was Ijumbled, and the most ac- 
cessible passes of Hungary were fortified with a 
ditch and rampart. Adversity suggested the coun- 
sels of modjeration and peace j the robbers of the 
West iacquiesced in a sedentary life; and the next 

A.D.97fi. generation was taught by a discerning prince, 
that far more might be gained by muliplying 
and exchanging the produce of a fruitful soil. 
The native race, the Turkish or Fennic blood, 
w^s mingled with new colonies of Scythian or 
Sclavonian origin -j: ; many thousands of robust 

and 

* Katona, Hist. Ducum Hungarian, p. 500, &c. 

t Among these colonies we may distinguish, i. The Cha- 
irs, or Cabari, who joined the Hungarians on their march, 
/Constant, de Admin. Imp. c. 39, 40* p. 108, 109.) 2. The 
Jazyges, Mo^vians, and Svculi, whom they found in the land ; 
the last were perhaps a remnant of the Huns of Attila, and 
.were entrusted with the guard of the borders. 3. The Rus- 
sians, who, like the Swiss in France, imparted a general name 
to' the royal porters. 4. The Bulgarians, whose chiefs (A. D. 
956.) were invited, cum magn& multitudine Hismahclitnrum. 
Had any of these Sclavonians embraced the Mahometan reli- 
gion ? 5. The Bisseni and Cumans, a mixed multitude of Pat- 
ssinacites, Uzi, Chazars, &c. who had spread to the' lower 
JDanube. Thp fest colony of 40,000 Cumans, A. D. i»39, 

W9< 
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and industrious captives had been imported from chap. 
all the countries of Europe * ; and after the mar- i-v. 
riage of Gersa with a Bavarian princess, he be- " ' ' 
stowed honours and estates on the nobles of Ger- 
many f . The son of Geisa was invested with the 
regal title, and the hquse of Arpad reigned three 
hundred years in the kingdom of Hungary; But 
the freebom Barbarians were not dazzled by the 
lustre of the diadem, and the people asserted 
their indefeasible right of choosing, deposing, 
and punishing the hereditary servant of the state, , \ 

In. The name of Russians J was first di^ JJjg^^ 
vulged, in the ninth century, by an embassy sianmo- 
fropa Theophilus, emperor of the East, to the ^ ^' 
emperor of the West, Lewis, the son of Charle- 
magne. The Greeks were accompanied by the 

envoys 

was received and converted by the kings of Hungary, who de- 
rived from that tribe a new regal appellation, (Pray, Dissert* 
vi, vii. p. 109 — 173. Katona, Hist. Ducum, p. 95—- 99. 25a 
—264. 476." 479—483, &c.) 

* Christiani autem, quorum pars major populi est, qui ex 
^pmni parte mundi illuc tracti sunt captivi, &c. Such was the 
language of Piligrinus, the first missionary who entered Hun- 
gary, A. D. 973. Pars major is strong. Hist Ducum, p, 517. 

t The fideles Teutonici of Geisla are authenticated in old 
charters ; and Katona, with his usual industry, has made a fair 
estimate of these colonies, which had been so loosely magnified 
by the Italian Ranzanus, (Hist. Critic. Ducum, p. 667 --681.) 

t Among the Greeks, this national' appellation has a singu- 
lar form Ftffj as an undeclinable word, of which many fanciful 
etymologies have been suggested. I have perused, with plea- 
sure and profit, a dissertation de Origine Russorum, (Comment. 
Academ. Petropolitanae, torn. viii. p. 388-^436.) by Theophir 
lus Sigefrid Bayer, a learned German, who spent his life and 
labours in the service of Russia. A geographical tract of d'An- 
ville, de I'EmpIire de Russie, son Origine, et ses Accroissc-r 
mens, (Paris, 1772, in i2mo,) has likewise be^n of use. 
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envoys of the great duke, or chagan, or c%ar, 
of the Russians. In their journey to Constanti- 
noplc, they had traversed many hostile nations ; 
and they hoped to escape the dangers of. their 
return, hy requesting the French monarch to 
transport 'them by sea to their native country* 
A closer examination detected their origin ; they 
were the brethren of the Swedes and Normans^ 
whose name was already odious and formidable ^ 
in France ; and it might justly be apprehended, 
that these Russian strangers were not the mes- 
sengers of peace, but the emissaries of wan 
They were detained, while the Greeks were disr 
missed ; and .Lewis expected a more satisfactory 
account, that he might obey the laws of hospi- 
tality or prudence, according to the interest of 
both empires *. The Scandinavian origin of the 
people, or at least the princes of Russia, may be 
confirmed and illustrated by the national annals f 
and the general history of the North. The Nor- 
mans, who had so long been concealed by a veil 
of impenetrable darkness, suddenly burst forth 
in the spirit of naval and military enterprise. 
The vast, and, as it is said, the populous regions 

of 

* See tKe entire passage (dtgnum, says Bayer, ut aureis in 
tabulis figatur) in the Annales Bertiniani Francorum, (m Script* 
Ital. Muratori, torn. ii. pars i. p, 525.^ A. D, 839, twenty-two 
years before the sera of Ruric. In the tenth eentnry, Lintprand 
(Hist. 1. T. c. 6.) speaks of the Russians and Normans as the 
same A^uilonares homines of a red complexion. 

t My knowledge of these ^nals is drawn from M. Leveque, 
Histoire de Russie. Nestor, the first and best of these ancient 
annalists, was a monk of Kiow, who died in the beginning of 
the twelfth century ; but his chronicle was obscure, till it was 
published at Petersburgh, 1767, in 4to. Leveque, Hist, de 
Russie, tom« i. p« 16. Coxe's Travels, vol. ii. p« 184. 
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of Btomark, Sweden, andNorway* were crowded c h a p. 
with independent chieftains and desperate adven* ly. 
turers, who sighed in the laziness of peace, and '■' '<r ■ ' 
smiled in the agonies of d^th. Piracy was the 
exercise, the trade, the glory, and the virtue, of 
the Scandinavian youth. Impatient of a bleak 
climate and narrow limits, they started from the 
banquet, grasped their arms, sounded their horn, 
ascended their vessels, and explored every coast 
that promised either spoil or settlement. The 
Baltic was the first scene of their naval atchieve* 
ments ; they visited the eastern shores, the silent 
residence of Fennic and Sclavonian tribes, and 
the primitive Russians of the lake Ladoga paid 
a tribute, the skins of white squirrels, to these 
strangers, whom they saluted with the title of 
Varangians *, or Corsairs. Their superiority in 
arms, discipline, and renown, commanded the 
fear and reverence of the natives. In their wars 
against the more inland savages, the Varangians 
condescended to serve as friends and auxiliaries, 
and gradually, by choice or conquest, obtained 
the dominion of a people whom they were qua- 
lified to protect. Their tyranny was expelled, 
their vajour was again recalled, till at length, 
Ruric, a Scandinavian chief, became the father a.D»868* 
of a dyliasty which reigned above seven hundred 
years. His brothers extended his influence ; the 
example of service and usurpation was imitated 
by his companions in the southern provinces of 
Russia ; and their establishments, by the usual 

methods 

* Theophil. Sig. Bayer de Varagis, (for the name is differ* 
ently bpelt,) in Comment. Academ. Petropolitanfie, torn. iv. p» 
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CHAP, methods of war and assassinaticm, were cemented 

LV. into the fabric of a powerful monarch j. 
' Aslonp: as the descendants of Ruric were con- 

rangians sidered as aliens and conquerors, they ruldd by 
sfantino- ^^^ sword of the Varangians, distributed estates 
pie. and subjects to their faithful captains, and sup- 

plied their numbers with fresh streams of ad- 
venturers from the Baltic coast *. But when 
the Scandinavian chiefs had struck a deep and 
permanent root into the soil, they mingled with 
the Russians in blood, religion, and language, 
and the first Waladimir had the merit of deliver- 
ing his country from these foreign mercenaries. 
They had seated him on the throne ; his riches 
were insufficient to satisfy their demands; but 
they listened to his pleasing advice, that they 
should seek, not a more grateful, but a more 
wealthy master ; that they should embark for 
Greece, where, instead of the skins of squirrels, 
silk and gold would be the recompense of their 
service. At the same time, the Russian prince 
admonished his Byzantine ally to disperse and 
employ, to recompense and restrain, these im- 
petuous children of the North. Contemporary 
writers have recorded the introduction, name, 
and character, of the Varangians : Each day 
they rose in confidence and esteem ; the whole 
. body was assembled at Constantinople to perform 
the duty of guards ; and their strength was re- 
cruited by a numerous band of their countrymen 

from 

* Yet, as late as the year 1018, Kiow and Russia were 
still guarded ex fugitivorum scrvorum robore confluentium, et 
maxime Danorum. Bayer, who quotes (p, 292.) the Chronicle 
of Dithmar of Mtrseburgh, observes, that it was unusual for 
the Germans to enlist in a foreign service. 
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from the island of Thule. On this occasion, the c h a f. 
vague appellation of Thule is applied to England ; LV. 
and the new Varangians were a colony of English ^ v ■■■ * 
and Danes who fled from the yoke of the Norman 
conqueror. The habits of pilgrimage and piracy 
had approximated the countries of the earth; 
these exiles were entertained in the Byzantine 
court; and they preserved, till the last age of 
the empire, the inheritance of spotless loyalty, 
and the use of the Danish or English tongue. 
With their broad and double-edged battle-axes 
on their shoulders, they attended the Greek em- 
peror to the temple, the senate, and the hippo- 
drome ; he slept and feasted under their trusty 
guard ; and the keys of the palace, the treasury, 
and the capital, were held by the firm and faithful 
hands of the Varangians *. 

In the tenth century, the geography of Scythia Geogn. 
was extended far beyond the limits of ancient t^^f 
knowledge ; and the monarchy of the Russians Russia, 
obtains a vast and conspicuous place in the map 
of Constantirie f . ' The sons of Ruric were mas- 
ters 

* Du Cange has collected from the original authors the state 
and history of the Varangi at Constantinople, (Glossar. Med, et 
Infinue Grxcitatis, sub voce Bt^jityyt. Med. et InfimsB Latini- 
taris, sub voce Fiz^* Not. ad Alexiad. Anns Comnena, p. 
2<;6, 257, 258, Notes sur Villenardouin, p. 296—299.) See 
likewise' the annotations of Reiske to the Ceremoniale Aulae 
Byzant. of Constantine, torn. ii. p. 149, 150. Saxo-Gramma- 
licus afErms that they spoke Danish ; but Codinus maintains 
them till the fifteenth century in the use of their native English: 
n«Av;^oM^V0i •* Bet^myyt xartt ruf wctr^tcf '/Xstovttf mnaty iiro« 

t The original record of the geography and trade of Russia 
is produced by the emperor Constantine Porphyrogenitus, (de 

Administrat. 
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CHAP, tcrs of the spacious province of Wolodomir, or 
LV. Moscow; and/ if they were confined on that side 
' by the hords of the East, their western frontier 
in those early days was enlarged to the Baltic 
sea and the country of the Prussians.* Their 
northern reign ascended above the sixtieth de- 
gree of latitude, over the Hyperborean regions, 
wliich fancy had peopled with monsters, or 
. clouded with eternal darkness. To the south 
they followed the course of the Borysthenes, 
and approached with that river the neighbour- 
hood- of the Euxine Sea. The tribes that dwelt, 
or wandered, on this ample circuit, were obedient 
to the same conqueror, and insensibly blended 
into the same nation. The language of Russia 
is a dialect of the Sclavonian ; but, in the teijth 
century, tliese two modes of speech were different 
from each other; and, as the Sclavonian per- 
vailed in the South, it may be presumed that the 
original Russians of the North, the primitive 
- subjects of the Varangian chief, were a portion 
of the Fennic race. With the emigration, union, 
or dissolution, of the wandering tribes, the loose 
and indefinite picture of the Scythian desert has 
continually shifted. But the most ancient map of 
Russia affords some places which still retain their 
name and position ; and the two capitals, Novo- 

gorod 

'Administrat. Imperii, c. 2. p. 55, 56. c. 9. p. 59—61. c. 13., 
p. 63—67. c. 37. p. io6. c. 42. p. 112, 113.) and illustrated 
by the diligence of Bayer, (de Geographic Russiae vicinarum- 
que Regionum circiter A. C. 948. in Comment. Academ. 
Petropol. torn. ix. p. 367 — 422. torn. x. p. 3' 1—421.) with 
the aid of the chronicleB and traditions of Russia^ Scandinavia^ficc. 
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gorod * and Kiow f , are coeval with the first chap, 
age, of the monarchy, Novogorod had not yet lv. 
deserved the epithet of great, nor the alliance of 
the Hanseatic league, which diffused the streams 
of opulence and the principles of freedom. Kiow 
could not yet boast of three hundred churches^ 
an innumerable people, and a degree of greatness 
and splendour, which was compared with Con- 
stantinople by those who had never seen the re- 
sidence of the Caesars. In their origin, the two 
cities were no more than camps or fairs, the 
jnost convenient stations in which the Barbarians 
might assemble for the occasional business of war 
or trade. Yet ^even these assemblies announce 
some progress in the arts of society; a new 
breed of cattle was imported from the southern 
provinces; and the spirit of commercial enter- 
prise pervaded the sea and land from the Baltic 
to the Euxine, from the mouth of the Oder to 
thd'port of Constantinople. In the days of 
idolatry and barbarism, the Sclavonic city of 
Vol. X. , ^ Julin' 

* The haughty proverb, " Who can resist God and the 
great Novogorod ?" is applied byM. Leveque (Hist, de Russie, 
torn. i. p. 60.) even to the times that preceded the reign of 
Ruric. In the course of his history he frequently celebrates 
this republic, which was suppressed A. D. 1475, (torn. ii. pi 
252 — 266.) That accurate traveller, Adam Olearius, describes 
(in X635) ^^ remains of Novogorod, and the route by sea and 
"land of the Holstein ambassadors, (tom. i. p. 125 — ^29.) 

t In hac magna civitate, quae est caput regni, plus trecents 
ecclesiac habentur et nundinse octo, populi etiam ignota manus, 
(Eggehardus ad A. D. 1018, apud Bayer, tom. ix. p. 412.) 
He likewise quotes (tom. x. p. 397.) the words of the Saxom 
annalist, Cujus (Russia) metropolis est Chive, aemula seeptri 
Cdnstairtinopolitani quae est clarissimimi decus Graeciae. The 
fame o£ Kiow, especially in the eleventh century, had reached 
the German and the Arabian geographers. 
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q H A P. Julin was frequented and enncbed by the Nor- 
iv. roans, who had prudently secured a free mart of 

***nr— ' purchase and exchange *. From this harbour, 
at the entrance of the Oder, the corsair, or mer- 
chant, sailed in forty-three days to the eastern 
shores of the Baltic, the most distant nations were 
intermingled, and the holy groves of Curland 
are said to have been decorated with Grecian 
and Spanish gold f . Between the sea and No* 
vogorod an easy intercourse was discovered ; in 
the summer, through a gulph, a lake, and a navi* 
gable river ; in the winter season, over the hard 
and level surface of boundless snbws. From the 
neighbourhood of that city, the Russians de* 
scended the streams that fall into the Bo* 
rysthenes; their canoes, of a single tree, were 
laden with slaves' of every age, furs, of every 
species^ the spoil of their bee-hives, and the hides 

of 

* In Odorae ostio qak Sythicas alluit paludes, nobilissima cir- 
vitas Julinum, celebcrrimam, Barbaris et Graecis qui sunt in 
circukd praestans stationem ; est sane maxima omnium quas Eu- 
- ropa claudit civitatum. (Adam Bremensis, Hist. Eccles. p. 19.) 
A strange exaggeration even in the eleventh century. The 
trade o£ the Baltic, and the Hanseatic league, are carefuUj 
treated in Anderson's Historical Deduction of Commexee;^ ai 
least, in our languages, I am not acquainted with any book so 
satis&ctory. 

t According to Adam of Bremen, (de Sitti Daniae, p. 58.) 
the old Curland extended eight days 'journey along the coast ; 
and by Peter Teutoburgicus, (p. 68. A. D. 1326.) Memel ia 
defined aa the common frontier of Russia, Curland, and Prus- 
sia. Aurum ibi plurimum (says Adam) divinis, auguribus at- 

que necromanticis omnes domus sunt plenac a toto orbe 

ibi responsa pctuntur maxime ab Hispanis (forsan Zupamsy id 
est regulis Lettoviae) et Graecis. The name of Greeks was ap- 
plied to the Russians even before their conversion; an imper^^ 
lect ccMiversion, if they still consulted the wizards of Curland^ 
(Bayer, torn. x. p. 378, 402^ &c. Grotius^ Piolegomen, ad Hist* 
Goth. p. 99.) 
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of their cattle j and the whole produce cf the eft a P. 
North was collected and discharged in the ma- !*▼• 
gazines of Kiow, The month of June was the 
ordinary season of the departure of the fleet; 
the timber of the canoes was framed into the oars 
and benches of more solid and capacious boats ; 
^nd they proceeded without obstacle down the 
Borysthenes, as far as the seven or thirteen ridges 
of rocks, which traverse the bed, and precipitate 
the waters, of the river. At the more shallow 
falls it was sufficient to lighten the vessels ; but 
the deeper cataracts were impassable ; and the 
mariners, who dragged their vessels and their, 
slaves six miles over, land, were exposed in this 
toilsome journey to the robbers of the desert *• 
At the first island below the falls, the Russians 
celebrated the festival of their escape ; at a se- 
cond, near the mouth of the river, they repaired 
their shattered vessels for the longer and more 
perilous voyage of the Black Sea. If they steer- 
ed along the coast, the Danube was accessible ; 
with a fair wind they could reach in thirfy-six or 
forty hours the-opposite shores of Anatolia ; and 
Constantinople admitted the. annual visit of the 
strangers of the North. They returned at thd 
stated season with a rich cargo of com, wine, 
and oil, the manufactures of Greece, and the 
spices of India- Some of their countrymen re- 
ft 2 sided 

* Constanbine only reckons seven cataracts, of which he 
gives the Russian and Sclavonic naihes ; but th'irteen are eno* 
merated by the Sieur de Beauplan, a French engineer, who 
had surveyed the course and navigation of the Dnieper or Bo- 
rysthenes; (Description de tJkraine, Rouen, 1660, a thin quar« 
tO;) but the map is unlucb'ly wanting in my copy. 
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CHAP, sided in the capital and provinces ; and the na- 
LV. tional treaties protected the piersons, effects, and 

- w 'privileges of the Russian merchant *. 

But the same communication which had been 

peditions opened for the benefit, was soon abused for the 

^^^^^ injury, of mankind. In a period of one hundred 
and ninety years, the Russians made four at- 
tempts to plunder the treasures of Constantinople ; 
the event was various, but the motive, the means, 
and the object, were the same. in these naval ex- 
peditions f . The Russian traders had seen the 
magnificence and tasted the luxury of the city of 
the Caesars. A marvellous tale, and a scanty 
supply, excited the desires of their savage coun- 
trymen : They envied the gifts of nature which 
their climate denied; they coveted the works of 
art which they -were too lazy to imitate, and too 
indigent to purchase : The Varangian princes un- 
fuHed the banners of piratical adventure, and 
their bravest soldiers were drawn from the nations 
that dwelt in the northern isles of the ocean J. 
The image of their naval armaments was revived 

in 

* Nestor apud Leveque, Hist, dfe Russie, torn. i. p. 78 — -So. 
Froih the Dnipier or Borysthenes, the Russians went to Black 
Bulgaria, Chazaria, ancl Syria, To Syria, how ? where ? 
when ? May we not, instead of Xv^uc read Xvufm ? (de Admi- 
nistrat. Imp. c. 42. p. 113.) The alteration is slight ; the po- 
sition of Suania, between Chazaria and Lazica, is perfectly suit- 
able ; and the name was still used in the xith century, (Cedren. 
torn. ii. p. 770.) 

f The wars of the Russians and Greeks in the ixth, xth, and 
xith centuries, are related in the Byzantine Annals, especially 
those of Zonaras and Cedrenus ; and all their testimonies are 
collected in the Russica of Stritter, torn. ii. pars ii. p. 939— 
1044. 

voix-avrm ev rotg ^^c(rec^KTiot§ trtt OjcixfH ytiTOti i6wf, ' Cedicnus^ in 
Coropend. p. 75^. 
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in the last centutjr in the fleets of the Cosacks, chap. 
'which issued from the Borysthenes, to navigate lv. 
the same seas, for a similar purpose*. The 
Greek appellation of monoxyla^ or single canoes, 
might be justly applied to the bottom of their 
vessels. It was scooped out of the long stem of 
a beech or willow, but the slight and narrow 
foundation was raised and continued on either 
"side with planks, till it attained the length of 
si^ty, and the height of about 'twelve feet. 
These boats were built without a deck, but with 
two rudders and a mast ; to move with sails and 
oars ; and to contain from forty to seventy men, 
with their arms, and provisions of fresh water 
and salt fish. The first trial of the Russians was 
made with two hundred boats ; but when the 
national force was exerted, they might arm 
against Constantinople a thousand or twelve hun- 
dred vessels. Their fleet was not much inferior 
to the royal navy of Agamemnon, but 'it was 
magnified in the eyes of fear to ten or fifteen 
times the real proportion of its strength and 
numbers. Had the Greek emperors been en- 
dowed with foresight to discern, and vigour to 
prevent, perhaps they might have sealed with a 
maritime force the mouth of the Borysthenes, 
Their indolence abandoned the coast of Anatolia 
to the calamities of a piratical war, which, after 
an interval of si?^ hundred years, again infested 
the Euxine; but as long as the capital was re- 
Q 3 spected, 

♦ See Reauplan : (Description de PUkralne, p. 54-^-6 i.)Hi^ 
descripjtions are lively, his plans accurate, and except the cir- 
cumstance of fire-arms, we may read old Russia^is, for ^lodern 
Cosacks. 
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G H A f . spectedy the sufl^rings of a distant province 
i<v. ^escaped the notice both of t&e prince and the 

' ^ historian. The storn^ which had swept along 
from the Phasis and Trebizondr ^t length burst 
on the Bosphorus of Thrace ; a $treight of fifteen 
miles, in which the rude vessels of the Russian 
might have been stopped and destroyed, b;^ a more 

a!^D^S(5 ^^^^^ adversary. In their firsf enterpii^e * under 
' the prince of Kiow, they passed without oppo- 
sition, and occupied the port of Constantinople 
in the absence of the emperor Michael, the sou 
of Theophilus. Through a crowd of perils he 
landed at the palace-stairs, and immediately re- 
paired to a church of the Virgin Mary f . By 
the advice of the patriarch, her garment, a pre- 
cious relic, was drawn from the sanctuary and 
dipped in the sea ; and a seasonable tempest, 
which determined the retreat of the Russians, was 

Slfdf' devoutly ascribed to the Mother of God J. The 

A.D.904. silence of the Greeks may inspire some doubt of 
the truth, or at least of the importance, of the 
second attempt of Oleg, the guardian of the sons 

of 

* It is to be lamented, that Bayer has oBly given a Disser* 
' * tation de Russonim frima Ex^ditione Constantlnopolitana, 

(Comment. Academ. retropol. torn. vi. p. 365 — 391.) After 
disentangling some chronological intricacies, he fixes it in the 
years 864 or 865, a date which might have smoothed some 
doubts and difficulties in the beginning of M. Leveque's his- 
tory. 

f When Photius wrote his enciclic epistle on the conver- 
sion of the Russians, the miracle was not yet sufEcientlv ripe ; 
he reproaches the nation as- ut ^furur* ^uu fum^crmv itvrt^ifs 

t Leo Grammaticus, p. 463, 464. Constantini Continuator, 
in Script, post Theophanem, p. 121, 122, Simeon Logothet. 
p, 445, 446. Georg. Monach. p. 535, 536. Cedrenus^ torn, 
-ii. p. ^$1. 2k>naras, tool. ii. p. 162. 
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of Ruric *. A strong barrier of arms and for- c h a p. 
tifications defcDidSd the Bosphorus: They were i-v. 
eluded by the usual expedient of drawing the ' '^ 
boats over the isthmus ; and this simple operatioti 
is described in the national chronicles, as if the 
•Russian fleet had sailed oyer dry land with a 
brisk and favourable gale. The leader of the The third, 
third armament, Igor, the son of Ruric, had ^*^'^^^* 
chosen a moment of weakness and decay, when 
the naval powers of the empire were employed 
against the Saracens. But if courage bcv not 
wanting, the instruments of defence are seldom 
deficient. Fifteen broken and decayed gallies 
were boldly launched against the enemy; but 
instead of the single tube of Greek fire usually 
planted op the prow, the sides and stern of each 
vessel were abundantly supplied with that liquid 
icombustible. Th# engineers were dexterous; the / 
weather was propitious; many thousand Russians, 
who chose rather to be drowned than burnt, leap- 
ed into the sea ; and those who escaped to the 
Thracian shore were inhumanly slaughtered by 
the peasants and soldiers. Yet one third of the 
canoes escaped into shallow water; and the 
next spring Igor was again prepared to retrieve 
. his disgrace and claim his revenge f . After a 

Q 4 long 

* See Nostor and Nicon, in Leveque's Hist, de Russie, (bm. 
1. p. 74 — 8o. Katona (Hist. Ducum, p. 75 — 79.) us<?s his 
adrantage to disprove this Russian victory, which would cloud 
ihe siege of Kiow by the Hungarians. 

t Leo Grammaticus, p. 506, 507. Incert. Contin. p. 263, 
264. Simeon Logothet. p. 490,491. Georg. Monach. p. 588, 
589. Ccdren. torn. ii. p. 629. Zionaras, torn. ii. p. tpo, 191. 
and Liutprandy 1* v. c. 6. who writes from the narratives of kis 
father-in-law, then ambassador at Constantinople, and corrects 
the vam exaggeration of the Greeks. ^ 
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CHAP, long peace, Jaroslaus, the great-grandson of Igor, 
LV. resumed the same project of a naval invasion* 
^- - A fleet, under the command of bis son, was 
fourth, repulsed at the entrance of the Bosphorus by the 
^-^^ same artificial flames. But in the rashness of 
pursuit the vanguard of the Greeks was encom- 
passed by an irresistible multitude of boats and 
men; their provision of fire was probably ex- 
Jiausted ; and twenty-four . gallies were either 
taken, sunk, or destroyed *. 
Negocia- Yet the threats or calamities of a Riissian war 
prophecy. Were more frequently diverted by treaty than by 
arms. In these naval hostilities, every disadvan- 
tage was on the side of the Greeks ; their savage 
enemy aflforded no mercy ; his poverty promised 
no spoil ; his impenetrable retreat deprived the 
conqueror of the hopes of revenge; and the 
pride or weakness of empire indulged an opinion, 
that no honour could be gained or lost in the 
intercourse with Barbarians. At first their de- 
mands were high and inadmissible, three pounds 
of gold for each soldier or mariner of the fleet; 
the Russian youth adhered to the design of con- 
quest and glory ; but the counsels of moderation 
were recommended by the hoary sages. " Be 
" content," they said, " with the liberal ofiers 
" of Csesar; is it not far better to obtain without 
" a combat, the possession of gold, silver, silks, 
♦* and all the objects of our desires? Are we 
" sure of victory ? Can we conclude a treaty 

« with 

* I can only appeal fo Cedrenus (tom. ii. p. 758, 759.) and 
Zonaras ; (tom. ii. p. 253, 254.) but they grow more weighty 
and ciedible as they draw near to their own times. 
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** with the sea? We do not tread on the land; c h a f. 
*♦ we float on the abyss of water, and a common i^v. 
♦* death hangs over our heads *." The memory ' 
of these Arctic fleets that seemed to descend from 
the Polar circle, left a deep impression of terror 
on the Imperial city. By the vulgar of every 
rank, it was asserted and believed, that an eques- 
trian statue in the square of Taurus was secretly 
inscribed with a prophecy, how the Russians, in 
the last days, should become masters of Constan- 
tinople f . In our own time, a Russian armament, 
instead of sailing from the Borysthenes, has cir- 
cumnavigated the continent of Europe; and the 
Turkish capital has been threatened by a squadron 
of strong and lofty ships 6f war, each of which, 
with its naval science and thundering artillery, 
could have sxmk or scattered an hundred canoes, 
such as those of their ancestors. Perhaps the 
present generation may yet behold the accom- 
plishment of the prediction, of a rare prediction, 
of which the stile is unambiguous and the date 
unquestionablie. 

By land the Russians were less formidable than Reign 
by sea; and as they fought for the most part on ^l^^^ 
foot, their irregular legions must often have been -A. D. 
J)roken and overthrown by the cavalry of the 

Scythian 

* Nestor, apud Levesqne, Hist, de Russie, torn. i. p. 87. 

t This brazen statue, which had been brought from Antioch, 
and was melted down by the Latins, was supposed to represent 
either Joshua or Bellerophon, an odd dilemma. See Nicetas 
Choniates, (p. 413, 414.) Codinus, (de Originibus C. P. p. 24.) 
and the anonymous writer de Antiquitat. C. P. (Banduri, Imp. 
Orient, tom. i. p. 17, 18.) who lived about the year 11 06. 
They witness the belief of the prophecy; the rest is immateriah 
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CHAP. Scythian hords. Yet their growing towns, how- 
LV. ever slight and imperfect, presented a shelter to 
' the subject and a barrier to the enemy: The 
monarchy of Kiow, till a fatal partition, assumed 
the dominion of the North; and the nations 
from the Volga to the Danube were subdued or 
repelled by the arms of Swatoslaus *, the son 
of Igor, the son of Oleg, the son of Ruric. The 
vigour of his mind and body was fortified by 
the hardships of a military and savage life. 
Wrapt in a bear-skin, Swatoslaus usually slept on 
the ground, his head reclining on a saddle; his 
diet was coarse and frugal, and, like the heroes 
of Homer f , his meat (it was often horse-flesh) 
was broiled or roasted on the coals. The exercise 
of war gave stability and discipline to his army; 
and it may be presumed, that no soldier was 
permitted to transcend the luxury of his chief. 
By an embassy from Nicephorus, the Greek em- 
peror, he was moved to undertake the conquest 
of Bulgaria, and a gift of fifteen hundred pounds 
of gold was laid at his feet to defray the expence, 
or reward the toils, of the expedition. An army 
of sixty thousand men was assembled and em- 
barked ; they sailed from the Borysthenes to the 

Danube ; 

* The life of Swatoslaus, or Sviateslaf, or Sphendosthlabus, 
IS extracted from the Russian Chroaicles by M. Levesq[tte, (Hist. 
de Russie, torn. i. p. 94—107.) 

t This resemblance may be clearly seen in the ninth book of 
the Iliad, (205—221.) in the minute detail of the cookery of 
Achilles. By such a picture, a modem epk poet would dis- 
grace his work, and disgust his reader; but the Greek verses 
are harmonious, a dead language can seldom appear low or 
familiar; and at the distance or two thousand seven hundred 
years, we are amused with the primitive manners of antiquity. 
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Danube ; their landing was effected on tiie c h a f« 
Matsian shore ; and, after a sharp eocounter, the lt. 
swords rf the Russians prevailed against the ^ " ^ ■ " * 
arrows of the Bulgarian horse* The vanquidied 
king sunk into the grave ; his children were made 
jcaptive ; and his dominions, as far as mount 
Hsemus, were subdued or ravaged by the northern 
invaders. But instead of relinquishing his prey!, 
and performing his engagements, the Varangian 
prince was more disposed to advance than to re^ 
tire ; and, had his ambition been crowned witix 
Bucces^, the seat of empire in that early period 
might haive been transferred to a more temperate 
and fruitful climate. Swatosiaus enjoyed and ac- 
knowledged the advantages of his. new position^ 
in which he could unite, by exchange or rapine, 
the various productions of the earth. By an 
easy navigation he might draw from Russia the 
native commodities of furs, wax, and hydromel : 
Hungary supplied him with a breed of horses 
and the spoils of the West ; and Greece abounded 
with gold, silver, and the foreign luxuries, which 
his poverty had affected to disdain. The bands 
of Patzinacites, Chozars, and Turk^, repaired to 
the standard of victory ; and the ambassador of 
Nicephorus betrayed his trust, assumed the pur- 
ple, and promised to share with his new allies the 
treasures of the Eastern world. From the banks 
of the Danube the Russian prince pursued his 
march as far as Adrianople ; a formal summons 
to evacuate the Roman province was dismissed 
with contempt ; and Swatosiaus fiercely replied, 
that Constantine might soon expect the presence 
of an enemy and a master. 

Nicephorus 
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CHAP. Nicephorus could no longer expel the mbchid^ 

i*v* which he had introduced ; but his throne and 

^. - wife were inherited by John Zimisces *, who, in 

feat by ^ diminutive body, possessed the spirit and abili* 

John ties of an hero. The first victory of his lieuten- 

A. D. ' ants deprived the Russians of their foreign allies, 

070—978. twenty thousand of whom were either destroyed 

by the sword, or provoked to revolt, or tempted 

to desert. Thrace was delivered, but seventy 

thousand Barbarians were still in arms ; and the 

legions that had been recalled from the new 

conquests of Syria prepared,, with the return of 

the spring, to march under the banners of a 

warlike prince, who declared himself the friend 

and avenger of the injured Bulgaria. The passes 

of mount Haemus had been left unguarded ; they 

were instantly occupied ; the Roman vanguard 

was formed of the immortals ; (a proud imitation 

of the Persian stile ;) the emperor led the main 

body of ten thousand five hundred foot ; and the 

rest of his forces followed in slow and cautious 

array with the baggage and military engines, 

The first exploit of Zimisces was the reduction of 

Marcianopolis, or Peristhlaba f , in two days.; 

the 



* This singular epithet is derived from the Armenian Ian- 
guage, and'T{«^«w is interpreted in Greek by ^»C«iwiuf, of 
f^MUKi^tii. As I profess myself equally ignorant of these words, 
I may be indulged in the question in the play, " Pray, which 
of you is the interpreter ?" From the context, they seem to 
signify Adolescentulus, (Leo Diacon. 1. iv. MS. aqud Du Cangc, 

Glossar. Graec. p. 1570O rr^ . , , , • v j 

t In the Sclavonic tongue, the name of Pensthlaba miplied 
the great or illustrious city, ^y«X« x«< w» xm ;^iy«^ir»i, says 
Anna Comnena, (Alexiad, 1. vii. p. 194.) From its position 
between mount Hsemus and the lower Danube, it appears tp hll 
the ground, or at least the station, of Marcianopolis. The 
® ' situation 
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the trumpets sounded; the walls were scaled; 
eight thousand five hundred Russians were put to 
the sword ; and the sons of the Bulgarian king 
were rescued from an ignominious prison, and 
invested with a nouiinal diadem. After these 
repeated losses, Swatoslaus retired to the strong 
post of Dristra, on the banks of the Danube, 
andv^as pursued by an enemy who alternately 
employed the arms of celerity and delay. The 
Byzantine gallies ascended the river ; the legions 
completed a line of circumvallation ; and the 
Russian prince was encompassed, assaulted, and 
famished, in the fortifications of the camp and 
city. Mafty deeds of valour were performed; 
several desperate sallie? were attempted; nor was 
it till after a siege of sixty-five days that Swa- 
toslaus yielded to his adverse fortune. The 
liberal terms which he obtained announce the 
prudence of the victor, who respected the valour, 
and apprehended the despair, of an unconquered 
mind. The great duke of Russia bound himself 
by solemn imprecations, to relinquish all hostile 
designs ; a safe passage was opened for his return ; 
the liberty of trade and navigation was restored ; 
a measure of corn was distributed to each of his 
soldiers i and the allowance of twenty- two thou- 
sand measures attests the loss and the remnant of 
the Barbarians. After a painful voyage, they 
again reached the mouth of the Borysthenes; 
but their provisions were exhausted, the season 
was unfavourable ; they passed the winter on the 

ice ; 

situation of Durostolus, or Dristra, is well known and conspi- 
cuous, (Comment. Academ. Petropol. torn. ix. p. 415, 416. 
D'Anville, Geographic Aucienne, torn, i. p. 307- 311.) 
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c R A p. ice ; and, before they could prosecute their 
I.T* march, Swatoslaus Was surptised and oppressed by 
^ • ' the neighbouring tribes, with wh(mi the Greeks 
entertained a perpetual and useful correspondr 
ence ^. Fsn: different was die retiftraof TAnmces^ 
who was receired in bis capital like CamiUus or 
Marius^ the saviours of ancient Rooie. But the 
merit of the victory was attributed by the pious 
emperor to the Mother of God ; and the image 
of the Virgin Mary, with the divine infant in hef 
arms, was placed, on a triumphal car, adorned 
with the spoils' of war and the ensigns of Bulgarian 
loyalty. Zimisces made bis public entry on 
horseback ; the diadem on his head, a crown of 
laurel in his hand ; and Constantinople was asto*. 
nished to applaud the martial virtues of her sov^ 
xeignf. 
Conver- Photius of Constantinople, a patriarch whose 
Russia, ambition was equal to his cmiosity, congratulates 
A. D. 864. jiijjjgeif and the Greek church on the conversion 
of the Russians |. Those fierce and bloody Bar- 
barians had been persuaded by the voicq of reason 
* ' and 

* The political management of the Greeks, more especially 
with the ratzinacites, is explained in the seven first chapters 
4t Administratione Imperii^ 

t In the narrative of this war, Leo the Deacon (apud Pagi^ 
Critica, torn. iv. A. D. 968 — 973.) is more authentic and cir- 
cumstantial than Cedrenus (torn. h. p* 660—683.) and 2jonaraSj 
(torn, iu p. 205 — 214,) Tlvse declaimers havd multiplied to 
308,000 and 330,000 men, those Russian forces, of which the 
contemporary had given a moderate and consistent account. 

t Phot. EpistoL ii. No 35. p. 58. edit. Montacut. It wat 
unworthy^ of the learning of the editor to mistake the Russian 
liation, r« *F«f , for a war-cry of the Bulgarians ; nor did it be- 
come the enlightened patriarch to accuse the Sclavonian idola- 
ters ntg ExxnHKtK xut cfkv ?•?<?. Thcy were neither Greeks 
Iter Atheists* 
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and religion, to acknowledge Jesus for their God, c h a p. 
the Christian miissionaries for their teachers, and ' lv. 
the Romans for their friends, and brethren. His ^— v*^ 
triumph was transient and premature. In the Ya^^ 
rious fortune of their piratical adventures, some 
Russian chiefs might allow themselves to be 
sprinkled with the waters of baptism; and a 
Greek bishop, with the pame of metropolitan, 
might administer the sacraments in the church of 
foow, to a congregation of slaves and natives. 
But the seed of the Qospel was sown on a barren 
soil: Many were the apostates, thex:onverts were 
few; and the baptism of Olga may be fixed as 
the sera of Russian Christianity *. A female, 
perhaps of the basest origin, who could revenge 
the death, and assume the sceptre, of her husband 
Igor, must have been endowed with those active 
virtues which command the fear and obedience of 
Barbarians. In a moment of foreign and domestic 
peace, she sailed from Kiow to Constantinople; 
and the emperor ' Constantine Porphyrogenitus Baptism 
has described with minute diligence the ceremo- ^o'^is* 
tiial of her reception in his capital and palace. 
The steps, the titles, the salutations, the banquet, 
the presents, were exquisitely adjusted, to gratify 
the vanity, of the stranger, with due reverence to 
the superior majesty of the purple f . In the 

sacrament 

* M. Levesque has extracted, from old chionicles a^d mo- 
dern researches^ the most satisfactory account of the religion 
of the SIdvif and the conversion of Russia, (Hist, de Russie, 
torn. i. p. 35 — 54. 59. 92, 93, 113— 121. J 24 — 129, 148, 
149, &c.) 

t See the Ceremoniale AulseByzant. torn. ii. c. 15. p. 34^ 
—^45,: The stik of Olga, or Elga, is A^trwo-w'PwMw. F<w 

the 
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CHAP, sacrament of baptism, she received the yenerabfe 
Lv. name of the eiripress Helena; and her conversion 
might be preceded or followed by her uncle, two 
interpreters, sixteen damsels, of an higher, and 
eighteen of a lower rank, twenty-two domestics 
or ministers, and forty-four Russian merchants, 
who composed the retinue of the great princess 
Olga. After her return to Kiow and Novogorod, 
she firmly persisted in her new reUgion; but 
her labours in the propagation of the Gospel 
were not crowned with success; and both her 
family and nati6n adhered with obstinacy or indif* 
ference to the gods of their fathers. Her son 
Swatoslaus was apprehensive of the scorn* and 
ridicule of fiis companions; and her grandson 
Wolodomir devoted his youthful zeal to multiply 
and decorate the monuments of ancient worship. 
The savage deities of the North were still propi- 
tiated with human sacrifices : In the choice of 
the victim, a citizen was preferred. to a stranger, 
a Christian to an idolater ; aiid the &ther, who 
defended his son from the sacerdotal knife, was 
involved in the same doom by the rage of a 
fanatic tumult. Yet the lessons and example of 
the pious Olga had made a deep, though secret 
impression, on the minds of the prince and peo« 
pie: The Greek missionaries continued to preach, 
to dispute, and to baptize ; and the ambassadors or 
merchants of Russia compared the idolatry of the 
woods with the elegant superstition of Constan- 
tinople, 

the chief of Barbarians the Greeks whimsically borrowed th« 
title of an Athenian magistrate^ which would have astooished 
the ear of Demosthenes. 
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tmople. They had gazed with admiration oti c ha f^ 
the dome of St Sophia; the liTiely pictures of X-v. 
saints afnd martyrs, the riches of the ^Itai*, the ' 
number and Vestments of the priests, the pomp 
and order of the ceremonies ; they were edified 
by the alternate succession of devout silence and 
harmonipus song; nor was it diiEcult to persuade 
them, that a choir of angels descended each day 
from heaven to join in the dervotion of the 
Christians *. But the conversion of Wolodomir Of Woio- 
was determined, or hastened, by his desire of a j[* ^l^ggg^ 
Roman bride. At the same time, and in the , ' 

city of Cherson, the rites of baptism and mar- 
riage were celebrated by the Christian pontiff; 
the city iie restored to the emperor Ba^il, the 
brother of his spouse ; but the brazen gates were ' 

transported, as it is said, to Novogorod, and 
erected before the first church as a trophy of his 
victory and faith f . At his despotic command, 
Peroun, the god 6f thunder^ whom he had so 
long adored, was dragged through the streets of 
Kiow; and twelve sturdy Barbarians battered 
with clubs the misshapen image, which was in- 
Vot. X. R dignantly 

* See an anonymous fragment published by Banduri, (Impe^ 
rium Oxientale, torn. ii. p. 112, 1 13.) de Conversione Russonun* 

t Cherson, or Corsun, is mentioned by Herberstein, (apud 
Pagi, torn. iv. p. 56.) as the place of Wolodomir's baptism and 
marriage ; and both the tradition and the gates are still pre- 
served at Novogorod. Yet an observing traveller transports the 
brazen gates from Magdeburgh in Germany, (Coxe's Travels 
into Russia, &c. vol. i. p. 452.) and quotes an inscription^, which 
seems to justify his opinion. The modern reader must not con- 
found this old Cherson of the Tauric or Cremaean peninsula 
with a new city of the same name, which has^risen near the 
mouth of the Borysthenes, and was lately honoured by the 
memorable interview of the empress of Russia with tt^ em- 
peror of the West, ^ 
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CHAP, dignantly cast into the waters of the BorystKenesj 
i-v^ The edict of Wolodomir had proclaiined, that 

*" " ' all who should refuse the rites of baptism would 
be treated as the enemies of God and their prince; 
and the rivers were instantly filled with many 
thousands of obedient Russians, who acquiesced 
in the truth and excellence of a doctrine which 
had been eitobraced by the great duke and his 
boyars. In the next generation , the relics of 
paganism were finally extirpated; but as the two 
brothers of Wolodomir had died withoitt baptism, 
' their bones were taken from the grave, and 

sanctified by an irregular and posthumous sacra* 
nient. ' * 

^^ , ,. ' In the ninth, tenth, and eleventh centuries of 

anity of the Christian aera, the reign of the gospel and of 
> A.^D.^eoo* ^^^ church was extended over Bulgaria, Huti- 

—1100. gary, Bohemia, Saxony, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Poland, and Russia *. The triumphs of 
apostolic zeal were repeated in the iron age of 
Christianity ; arid the northern and eastern regions 
of Europe submitted to a religion, more different 
in theory than in practice, from the worship of 
their native idols. A laudable ambition excited 
the monks, both of Germany and Greece, to visit 
the tents and huts of the Barbarians ; poverty, 
hardships, and dangers, were the lot of the first 
missionaries ; their courage was active and patient; 
their motive pure arid meritorious; their present 
reward consisted in the testimony of their con- 
science 

* Consult the Latin text, or English version, of Moshcim's 
excellent history of the church, under the first head or section 
©f each of these centuries. ' 
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scienc4 and the respect of a grateful people; but c h a p« 
the fruitful harvest of their toils was inherited and lv. 
enjoyted by the proud and wealthy prelates of ' 
succeeding times. The first qonversions were free 
and spontaneous : An holy life and an eloquent 
tongue were the only arms of the missionaries; 
but the domestic fables of the Pagans were silenced 
by the miracles and visions of the strangers; and 
the favourable temper of the chiefs was accelerat- 
ed by the dictates of vanity and interest. The - 
leaders of nations, who were saluted with the 
titles of kings and saints *, held it lawful and 
pious to impose the Catholic faith on their subjects 
and neighbours: The coast of the Baltic, from 
Holstein to the gulf of Finland, was invadfed un- 
der the standard of the cross; and the reign of 
idolatry was closed by the conversion of Lithuania 
in the fourteentb century. Yet truth and candour 
must acknowledge, that the conversion of, the 
North imparted many temporal benefits both to 
the old and the new Christians. The rage of 
war inherent to the human species, could not be 
healed by the evangelic precepts of charity and 
peace; and the ambition of Catholic princes has 
renewed in every age the calamities of hostile 
contention. But the admission of the Barbarians 
into the pale of civil and ecclesiastical society de- 
R 2 livered 

* In the year 1000, the ambassadors of St Stephen received 
from pope Sylvester the title of king of Hungary, with a dia- 
dem of Greek workmanship. It had been designed for the 
duke of Poland ; but the Poles, by their own confession, were 
yet too barbarous to deserve an angelical and apostolical crown, 
(Katona, Hist. Critict Regum Stirpis ArpadionX; torn. i. p. i 
— 20.) 
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CHAP. Uvercd Europe from the depredations, by sea 
Lv. and land, of the Normans, the i^ungstrians, and 
' the Russians, who learned to spare their brethren 
and cultivate their possessions *• The establish- 
ment of law and order was promoted by the in- 
fluence of the clergy ; and the rudiments of art 
and science were introduced into the savage coun- 
tries of the globe. The liberal piety' of the 
Russian princes engagpd in their service the most 
skilful of the Greeks, to decorate the cities and 
instruct the inhabitants ; the dome and the paint- 
ings of St Sophia were rudely copied in the 
churches of Kiow and Novogorod; the writings 
of the fathers were translated into the Sclavonic 
idiom; and three hundred nolfle youths were 
invited or compelled to attend the lessons of the 
cpUege of Jaroslaus. It should appear that Russia 
might have derived an early and rapid improve- 
ment from her peculiar connection with the church 
and state of Constantinople, which in that age so 
justly despised the ignorance of the Latins. But 
the Byzantine nation was servile, solitary, and 
verging to an hasty decline ; after the fall of Kiow, 
the navigation of the Borysthenes was forgotten; 
the great princes of Wolodomir and Moscow were 
separated from the sea and Christendom; and the 

divided 

* liisien to the exultations oF Adam of Bretoen, (A.D. 1080.) 
of whick the substance is agreeable to truth : £cce ilia ferocis- 

sima Danorum, &c. natio jamdudum novit in Dei lau- 

dibus Alleluia resonare ..... Ecce populus ille piraticus 

suis nunc finibus contentus est. Ecce patria horribilis semper 
inaccessa propter cultum idolorum . . . praedicatores veritatis 
iibique certatim admittat, &c. &C. (de Situ Daniae, &c. p. 49, 
41. edit. Elzeivlr: A curious and original prospect of the north 
of Europe, and the introduction of Christianity.) 
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divided monarchy was oppressed by the ignominy chap. 
and blindness of Tartar servitude *. The Sola- i-v. 
vonic and Scandinavian kingdoms, which had " — ^— ' 
been, converted by the Latin missionaries, were 
exposed, it is true, to the spiritual jurisdiction 
and temporal claims of the popes f ; but they 
were united, in language and religious worship, 
with each other, and with Rome; they imbibed' 
the free and generous spirit of thp European re- 
public, and gradually shared the like of know 
ledge which arose on the western world. 

^3 CHAP. 

* The great prinees temoTcd in 1156 from Kiow wWrh 

t The ambassadors of St StcDhcn h»A »,ci.^ *i. ' ^ 

exp«.ionsof«^„«„.W,,„„3Sr«^^Slf&^^^ • 

were most rigorously mtCTreted by Gr<iJ^r^vb.\Zl 

Fope and the independence of the Crown, (KatoM hL Cri 
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CHAP. LVI. 

Tbe Saracens^ Franks^ and Greeks^ in Holy. — First 
Adventures and Settlement of the Normans. — • 
Character and Conquests of Robert Guiscard^ 
Duke qf Apulia. — Deliverance of Sicily by bijf 
Brother Roger. — Victories of Robert qiver the 
Emperors of the East and West. — Roger ^ king of 
Sicily^ invades Africa and Greece. — The Em- 
. peror Manuel Comnenus. — Wars of the Greeks 
and Normans.-^Extittction of the Normans* 

CHAP. TPHE three great nations of the world, the 
LVI. : A Greeks, the Saracens, and the Franks^ en- 
^- -i^ - ^ countered each other on the theatre of Italy *. 
of^^e^a. "I^^ southern provinces, which how compose the 
racens, kingdom of Naples, were suhject, for the most 
and"^' P^rt, to the Lombard dukes and princes of Bene- 
pr^eks, ventum ; 

in Italy, 

A.D.840 

— 1017. * For the general history of Italy in the ninth and tenth cen- 

turies, I may properly refier to the fifth, sixth, and seventh 
books of Sigonius de Regno Italix; (in the second volume of 
his works, Milan, 1732.) the Annals of Baronius, with th^ 
Criticism of Pagi ; the seventh and eighth books of the Istoria 
Civile del Regno di Napoli of Giannone ; the seventh and 
eighth volumes (the octavo edition) of the Annalid'Italia of Mu- 
ratori, and the second volume of the Abiege Chronologique of 
M. de St Marc, a work which, under a superficial tide, con- 
tains much genuine learning and industry. But my long accus-* 
tomed reader will give me credit for 'saying, that I myself have 
ascended to the fountain-head, as often as such ascent could be 
either profitable or possible ; and that I have diligently turned 
over the originals in the first voliunes of Muratori's great col- 
IcctioJi of the Sciiftares Rerum ItaVtcarum. 
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ventum*; so powerful'iin ivar, that they check- 
ed for a moment the geiiius of Charkmagiie.; 
so liberal in peace, that fhey maintained' in theic 
capital an academy of thirty-two philosophers and 
grammarians. The division of this flourishing 
state produced the rival principalities of B^iJe vei^to, 
Salerno, and Capiia; and the thoughtless ambition 
W revenge of the competitors invited t^ie Saracens 
to th^ ruin 0f their common iQheri^nce; During 
a calamitous perio4 of ^twp hvjndred ycars^ Italy 
was exposed to a repetition. of wounds, which the 
invaders were, not capa,ble of healing by the un^on 
l^nd tranquillity of a perfect conquest. Their fre- 
quent ^nd almost annual squadrons issued from 
the pq^^ of Palermo, and w^re entertained with 
too much indulgence by th^-Ghristiaqs.of Naples; 
^he mgre formidable fleets were prepared on the 
African coast ; and eyen the Arabs of Andalusia 
•were sometiines tempted to assist or oppose . the 
]^Ioslems of an adverse sect; In the revolution of 
human events, a new ambuscade was concealed 
in the Cai^dine forks^ the fields of Cannae were 
bedewed a second time with the blood of the 
Africans, and thp -sovereign ot Rome again at- 
tacked or defended the walls of Capua and Ta- 
r^ntum, A colony of Saracens had been plant- 
ed Ht Bari, which commands t||ie entrance of the 
Adriatic Gulf; and tl^eir impartial depredations 
pro.vok^d the T^sentment, ,and conciliated the 
imion, of the two emperors. An offensive aljiance 
. R 4 was 

* Camillo Pelkgrlno, a learned Capuan of the last century, 
has illustrated the history of the dutchy of Beneventum,' in hij 
two books, Historia Principum Longobardorum, in the Scrip- 
tores of Muratori, torn. ii. pars i« p. 221— 345, and torn. v. p. 
159—245. 
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was concluded between Basil the Macedonmn, the 
fifst of his race, and Lewis, the great-grandson 
of Chaflemagne ^ ; and each party suppUed the 
deficiencies of his associate. It would have been ' 
imprudent in the Byzantine monarch to transport 
his stationary troops of Asia to ah Italian cam- 
paign ; and the LatiA arms Would have been in- 
sufficient, if his superior navy had not occupied 
the mouth of the Gulf. The fortress of Bari was 
' invested by the infantry of the Franks, and .b]^ 
ponquest the cavalry and gallies of the Greeks ; and, after 
^.D^sri. * defence of four years, the Arabian emir sub- 
mitted to the clemency of Lewis, who commanded 
•in person the operations of the siege. This im- 
portant conquest had been atchieved by the con- 
cord of the East and West; but their recent amity , 
was soon embittered by the mutual complaints of 
jealousy and pride. The Greeks assumed as their 
own the merit of the conquest and the' pomp of 
the triumph ; extolled the greatness of their 
powers, and affected to deride the intemperance 
and sloth of the handful of Barbarians who ap- 
peared under the banners of the Carlovingian 
prince. His reply is expressed with the eloquence . 
of indignation and truth : " We confess the mag- 
f* nitude of your preparations," says the great- 
grandson of Charlemagne. •* Your armies were 
*' indeed as numerous as a cloud of summer lo- 
^* custSf who darken {he day, flap their wings, 
*' and, after a short flight, tumble weary and 
f' breathless to the ground. Like them, ye simk 

"after 

* See Conslantin. Porphyrogeiu de Thematibus, 1. ii. c. xi. 
itt yit. Basil, c. 55. p. i8i. 
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^ after a feeble effort ; ye were vanquiBhed by h a p. 

" your own cowardice ; ajid withdrew from the x*vi- 

*' scene . (faction to injure tod dpspdil our Chris* '!■ w' 

" tian subjects of the Sclavonian coast. We 

" were few in number, and why were we few ?. 

" Because, after a tedious expectation of your 

«< arrival, I had dismissed my host, and retained 

** only a chosen band of warriors to continue the 

" blockade of the city. If they indulged their 

" hosjutable feasts in the face of danger and 

** death, did these feasts abate the vigour of their - 

** enterprise ? Is it by your fasting that the walls 

" of Bari have been overturned ? Did not these 

•* vaUant Franks, diminished as they were by Ian-- 

** guor and fatigue, intercept and vanquish the 

" three most powerful emirs of the Saracens ? 

" and did not their defeat precipitate the fall of 

" the city? Bari is now fallen ; Tarentum trem- 

" bles ; Calabria wiU be delivered ; and, if we 

" comipand the sea, the island of Sicily may be 

" rescued from the hands of the infidels. My 

** brother, (a name most offensive to the vanity 

** of the Greek,) accelerate your naval succours, 

" respect your allies, and distrust your flatter- 

"ers*." 

These lofty hopqs were soon iextinguished by ^^'^ P^ 
the death of Lewis, and the decay of the Carlo- the 
vingian house j and whoever might deserve the f^^^ "* 
honour^ the Greek emperors, Basil, and his son A.n.'8oa 
Leo, secured the advantage, of the reduction of 

Bari, 

• The original epistle of the emperor Lewis II. to the em- 
peror Basil, a curious record of the age, was first published by 
Baronius, (Annal. Eccles. A. D* 87 1, No. 5 1-^7 1*) 6tun the 
Vatican MS* of jErchempert, or rather of the anonymous histo- 
rian of Salerno. 
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CHAP. Ban. The Italians of Ap^Ua and Gralabria were 
i-vi- persuaded or compelled to acknowledge their su- 
' premacy, and an ideal line from mouiit XJarganus 
to the bay of Salerno, leavfes the far greater part 
of the kingdom of Naples under the dominion of 
the eastern empire. Beyond that line, the dukes 
or republics of Amalfi * and Naples, who had 
never forfeited their voluntary allegiance, rejoicfed 
in the neighbourhood of their lawful sovereign ; 
and Amalfi was enriched by supplying Europe 
with the produce and manufactures of Asia. But 
the Lombard princes of Bertevento, Salerno, and 
Capua f , were reluctantly torn from the commu- 
fiion of the Latin world, and too often violated 
their oaths of servitude and tribute. The city o£ 
Bari rose to dignity and wealth, as the metropolis 
of the new theme or province of Lombardy ; the 
title of patrician, and afterwards the singular name 
of Catapan if, was assigned to the supreme go- 

' vernor^ 

* See an excellent dissertation de Republica AmalphitsoUb^ 
in the Appendix (p. i — 4.^^) of Henry Prencman's Historic 
Pandectarum, (Trajecti ad Rhenum, 1722, in 4to.) 

t Your mastpr, says Nicephorus, has giveli slid and ptoteo 
lion principibus Capuano et Beneventano, servis meis, qi^^pN. 
pngnare dispone Nova (potias «afa) res est quodeorum 

Etres et avi nostro Imperio tributa dederurit ; (Lintprand, in 
:gat. p. 484.) Salerno is not mentioned, yet the prince 
changed his party about the same time, and Camillo Fellegrinp 
(Script. Rer. Ital. torn. ii. pars i. p. 285.) has nicely discerned 
this change in the stile of the anonymous chronicle. On the 
rational ground of history and language, Liutprand (p. 480*) 
had asserted the Latin claim to Apulia and Calabria. 

X See the Ghreek and Latin Glossaries of Du Cange, (K»- 
Tijray*, catafanm^ and his notes on the Alexias, ^. 275.) 
Against the contemporary notion, which derives i^ from K«tT« 
gm)', juKta omncy he treats it as a corruption of the Latin cap^ 

tanct^* 
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vernor; and the policy both of the thurch an4 citAFi 
state was modelled in exact subordination to the lvi. 
throne of Constantinople. As long as the sceptm '■" v -' 
was disputed by the princes of Italy; thdr efforts 
were feeble and adverse ; and the Greeks resisted 
or eluded the forces of Germany; which descended 
from the Alps under the Imperial standard of the 
Othos. The first and . greatest of those Saxoii 
princes was cbimpelled ta rSelinqifish'the^geof 
Barii.The second, after tha loss of hia stoutest 
iHshops arid batons, escaped with l^uoun from 
the blopdy fidd of Orotona. On that day thS Defeat of 
scale of war was turned against the Franks by the Otho ni. 
▼aloiir of the: Saracens *. These corsairs bad in- * ' 
deed been driven by the Byiantine fleets from the 
fortresses and coasts of Italy; but asense of in^ 
ierest was : more prevalent than superstitioji or 
resentment, and the calipih of Egypt had trans- 
ported forty Aousand Moslems to the aid of his 
Christian ally. The successors of Basil amused 
themselves with the belief,, that the conquest of 
I,ombar4y h|id been atcjiieyed, an'd was ?tiU pj?€^ 
served,, by tjie justite of their I^mjsi, the virtue;? of 
th^ir jpinTiters, and the gratitude of a people 
);fhom they had re3cued from anarchy and oph/ 

• ) pi^$sion; 

faneus. Yet M. de St Marc has accu^tely observed, (Abrege ' 
Chronologique, torn. ii. p. 924.) that in this age the capitanei 
were not captains^ but only nobles of the first rank, the great 
valvassors of Italy. 

ftfuftf , (the Lombards,) tckXM xm ay^tuM ;^««r«juiya$, juu iactcu^vri^ 

tXf t/^E^Mcy ttUTMf TTtunK 'Tt 3avXsi«K, uiu TATP »^A«y ^^«A«yiaMV ;;(;«- 
^^fmn- (Leon* Tactic, c. xv. p. 741 •) The little Chronicle 
of Beneventum (torn. ii. pars i. p. 28c.) gives a far different 
character of the Greeks during the five years (A. D. 891—896.) 
that Leo was master of the city. 
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CHAP, pression. A series of rebellions might dart a ny 

LVi. of trath into the palace of Constantinople; and 

the illusions of flattery were dispelled by the 

easy and rapid success of the Norman adven- 

tur»:s. 

The revohition of human afl^is had produced 
in Apulia and Calabria a melancholy contrast 
between the age of Pythagoras and the tenth 
century of the Christian sera* At the fcmner pe- 
riod, the coast of Great Greece (as it was then 
stiled) was planted with free and opulent cities: 
These cities were peopled with sddiers, artists, 
, and philosophers; and the miUtary strength of 

Tarentimi, Sybaris, or Crotona, was not inferior 
to that of a powerful kiogdom. At^the second 
aera, these once-flourisluQg provinces were clouded 
with ignorance, impoverished by tyranny, and 
depopulated by Barbarian war ; nor can we se« 
verely accuse the exaggeration of a contemporary, 
that a fair and ample district was reduced to the 
same desolation which had coveted the earth af- 
ter the general deluge *. Among the hostilities 
of the Arabs, the Franks, and the Greeks, in the 
southern Italy, I shall select two or Aree anec- 
/ A.B.87S. dotes expressive of their national manners, i. It 
was the amusement of the Saracens to profane, 
as well as to pllage, the monasteries and churches* 

At 

* Calabrium adeimt, eamqne inter se divisam reperientes 
(onditiis depopobu sunt, (or/fepopfokniiit,) ita ut deseita sit 
▼elut in diluvio. Such is the text of Heiempext, or Erchemi- 
pert, according to the two editions of Canaccioli (Rer. Italic* 
Script* torn. ▼• p. 23.) and Camillo Pdlegrino, (torn. ii. p» 
346.) Both were extremely scarce, when they were lepnnt- 
ed by Moratori* 
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At the siege of Salerno, a Mussulman chief spread c h a p* 
his couch on the communion-table, and on that lvi. 
altar sacrificed each night the virginity of a Chrisr - ' ' 
tian mm. As he wrestled with a reluctant maid, 
a beam in the roof was accidentally or dexterously 
thro)^ down on his head; and the death of the 
lustful emir was imputed to the wrath of Christ, 
which was iat length awakened to the defence of 
his faithful spouse *. 2. The Saracens besieged A. D. 874* 
the cities of Beneventum and Capua: After a vain 
appeal to the successors of Charlemagne, the 
Lombards implored the clemency and aid of ^ the 
Greek emperorf . A fearless citizen dropped from 
the walls, passed the intrenchments, accomplished 
his commission, and fell into the hands of the 
Barbarians, as he was returning with the welcome 
news. They commanded him to assist their en- 
terprise, and deceive his countrymen, with the 
assurance that wealth and honours should be the 
reward of his falsehood, and that his sincerity- 
would be punished with imme(Uate death. He 
affected to yield, but as soon as he was conducted 
within hearing of the Christians on the ram- 
part, 

* Baronius (Aimal. Eccles. A. D. 874, No. 2'.) has drawn 
this story from a MS. of Erchempert, who died at Capua only 
fifteen years after the event. But the cardinal was deceived by 
a false title, and we can only quote the anonydious Chronicle 
of Salerno, (Paralipomena, c. no.) composed towards the end 
. of the tenth century, and published in the second volume of 
Muratori's Collection. See the Dissertations of Camillo Pelle« 
grino, (tom. ii. pars i. 231 — 281, &c.) 

t Constantino Porphyrogenitus (in Vit. Basil, c. 58. p. 183.) 
is the original author of this story. He places it under the reigns 
of Basil and Lewis II. ; yet the reduction of Beneventum by the 
Greeks is dated A* D. 89I1 after ,the decease of both of those 
princes. 
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part, " Friends and brethren," he cried with a 
loud voice, " be bold and patient, maintain the 
" city ; .your sovereign is informed of your dis- 
" tress, and your deliverers ate at hand. I know 
** my doom, and commit my. wife and children 
** to your gratitude." The rage of the Arab^ 
confirmed his evidenice; and the self-devoted pa- 
triot was transpierced with an hundred spears. 
He deserves to live in the memory of the virtuous^ 
but the repetition of the same stoiy in ancient 
and modem times, may sprinkle some doubts on 
A.D.d30. the reality of this generous deed *• 3. The re^ 
cital of the third incident may provoke a smile 
amidst the horrors of war. Theobald, marquis of 
Canierino and Spoleto f , supported tiie rebels of 
Beneventum; and his wanton cruidty was not 
incompatible in that age wdth the character of an 
hero. His captives of Uie Greek nation or party 
were castrated without mercy, and the outragis 
was aggravated by a cruel jest, that he wished to 
present the emperor with a supply of eunuchs, 
the most precious ornaments of the Byzantine 

court* 

* In the year 663, the same tragedy is described by Paul the 
Deacon, (de Gestis Langobard, 1. v. c. 7, 8. p. 870, 871, edit. 
' Grot.) under the walls of the same city of Beneventum. But 

the actors are different, and the guilt is imputed to the Greeks 
themselves, which in the Byzantine edition is applied to the 
Saracens. In the late war in Germany, M. d'Assas, a French 
officer of the regiment of Auvergne, is said to have devoted 
himself in a similar manner. His behaviour is the more heroic, 
as mere silence was required by the enemy who had made him 
prisoner, (Voltaire, Siecle de Louis XV. c. 33. torn. ix. p. 172.) 

t Theobald, who is stiled Heros by Liutprand, was properly 
duke of Spoleto and marquis of Camerino, from the year 926 
to 935. The title and office of marquis (commander of the 
march or frontier) was introduced into Italy by the French em- 
perors, (Abrege Chronologique, torn. ii. p. 645 — ^332, &c.) 
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<ourt. The garrison of a <t*tle had been defeated c h a p« 
in a sally, and th^ prisoners were sentenced to the x<vi. 
ciistomary operation. But the sacrifice was dis- » 
turbted by the intrusion of a frantic female, who 
with bleeding cheeks, dishevelled hair, and im- 
portunate clamours, compelled the marquis to 
listen to het complaint, *' Is it thfis," she cried^ 
** ye magnanimous heroes, that ye wage war 
** against women, against women who have never 
" injured ye, and whose only arms are the distaff 
" and the loom?" Theobald denied the charge, 
and protested, that, since the Amazons, he had 
never heard of a female war.^ " And how," she 
furiously exclaimed, ** can you attack us more 
" directly, how can you wound us in a more 
" vital part, than by robbing our husbands of 
"what we most dearly cherish,- the source of 
*• our joys, and the hope of our posterity ? The 
" plunder of our flocks and herds I have endured 
" without a murmur, but this fatal injury^ this 
" irreparable loss, subdues my patience, and calk 
" aloud on the justice of heaven and earth." 
A general laugh applauded her eloquence ; the 
savage Franks, inaccessible to pity, were moved 
by her ridiculous, yet rational despair; and with 
the deliverance of the captives, she obtained the 
restitution of her effects. As she returned in tri- 
umph to the castle, she was overtaken by a mes- 
senger, to inquire, in the name of Theobald, 
what punishment should be inflicted on her hus- 
band, were he again taken in arms? " Should 
•* such," she answered without hesitation, " be 
" his guilt and misfortune, he has eyes, and a 

** nose 
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c H A F« ** nose, and bands and feet. These are' his ownv 

Lvi. ** and these he ma,y deserve to; forfeit by hisf 

*■ V ^ " personal offences. But let my lord be pleased 

*' to spare what his little handmaid presiimes to 

" claim as her peculiar aqd lawful property *.'* 

Origin of The establishment of the Normans in the 

the Nor- kingdoms gf Naples and Sicily f , is an event 

Italy, most romantic in its origin, and in its conse- 

1016.^* quences most important both to Italy and the 

Eastern empire. The broken provinces of the 

Greeks, Lombards, and Saracens, were exposed 

to every invader, and every sea and land were 

invaded by the adventurous spirit of the Scan-- 

dinavian pirates. After a long indulgence of 

rapine and slaughter, a fair and ample territory 

was accepted, occupied, and named, by the 

Normans of France ; . they renounced their gods 

for the God of the Christians % ; and the dukes 

of 

' * Liutprand, Hist. 1. iv. c. iv. in the Reram Italic. Script, 
lorn. i. pars i. p. 453, 454. Shonld the licentiousness of the 
tale be questioned, J may exclaim with poor Sterne, that it i^ 
hard if I may not transcribe with caution, what a bishop could 
write without scruple ! What if I had translated, ut viris 
certetis testiculos amputare, in quibos nostri corporis refocil- 
iatio, &c. 

t The original monuments of the Normans in Italy are col- 
lected in the fifth volume of Muratori, and among these we may 
distinguish the poem of William Apulus, (p. 245 — 278.) and 
the history of Galfridus, (Jrfery) Malaterra, (p. 53*7 — 607.) 
Both were natives gJ France, but they wrote on the spot, in 
the age of the first conquerors, (before A. D. 1 100.) and with 
|he spirit of freemen. It is needless to recapitulate the compilers 
and critics of Italian history, Sigonius, Baronius, Pagi, Gian- 
none, Muratori, St Marc, &c. whom I have always consulted, 
and never copied, 

t S6me of the first converts were baptized ten or twelve 
times, for the sake of the white garment usually given at this 
ceremony. At the funeral of Rollo, the gifts to monasteries, 

for 
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oFNormandj acknowledged themselves the v^- chap. 
sals of the successors of Charlemagne and Capet. i*vi. 
The savage fierceness which they had brought 
from'the snowy mountains of Norway was refined, 
Without being corrupted, in a warmer climate j the 
companions of RoUo insensibly mingled with the 
natives ; they imbibed the manners, language ^4 
and gallantry, of the French nation ; and, in a: 
martial age, the Normans might claim the palm 
of valour and glorious atchievements. Of the 
fashionable superstitions, they embraced with ar« 
dour the pilgrimages of Rome, Italy, and the ' 
Holy Land. In this active devotion, their minds^ 
and Dodies were invigorated by exercise : Danger 
was the incentive, novelty the recom pence ; and 
the prospect of the world was decorated by won- 
der, credulity, and ambitious hope. They con- 
federated for their mutual defence ; and the 
robbers of the Alps, who had been allured by 
the garb of a pilgrim, were often chastised by 
the arm of a warrior. In one of these pious visits 
to the cavern of mount Garganus in Apulia, 
"which had been sanctified by the apparition of 
Vol. X- S the 

for the rq>ose of his soul, were accompanied by a sacrifice of 
one hundred captives. But in a generation or two, the national 
change was pure and general. 

* The Danish language was still spoken by the Nonnans of 
Bayeiix on the sea-coast, at a time (A. D. 940.) when it was 
already forgotten at kouen, in the court and capital. Quern 
(Richard I.) confestim pater Baiocas mittens Botoni militiae suiB 
principi nutriendum tradidit, ut, ubi lingua eruditus Danica^ 
tuis exterisque hominibus sciret aperte dare responsa ; (Willi- 
, elm. Gemeticensis de Ducibus Normannis, 1. iii. c. 8. p. 623. 
edit. Camden.) Of the vernacular and favourite idiom of Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, (A. D. 10359) Selden (Opera^ tom. ii.p. 
1640— 1656.) has given a specimen^ obsolete and obscure even 
to antiquarians and lawyerst 
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the archangel Michael *, they were accosted hf 
a stranger in the Greek habit, but who soon 
revealed himself as a rebel, a fugitive, and a 
mortal foe of the Greek empire. His name was 
Melo ; a noble citizen of Ban, who, after an 
imsuccessful revolt, was compelled to seek new 
allies and avengers of bis country. The bold ap- 
pearance of the Normans revived his hopes, and 
solicited his confidence : They listened to the 
complaints, and still more to the promises, of 
the patriot. The assurance of wealth demons 
strated the justice of his cause ; and they viewed, 
as the inheritance of the brave, the fruitful land 
which was oppressed by eflfeminate tyrants. On 
their return to Normandy, they kindled a spark 
of enterprise; and a small, but intrepid band» 
was freely associated for the deliverance of Apulia. 
They passed the Alps by separate roads, and in 
the disguise of pilgrims ; but in the neighbour^ 
hood of Rome, they were saluted by the chief 
of Ban, who supplied the more indigent with 
arms and horses, and instantly led them to the 
field of action. In the first conflict, their valour 
prevailed ; but, in the second engagement, they 
were overwhelmed by the numbers and military 
engines of the Greeks, and indignantly retreated 
with their faces to the eijcmy. The unfortimate 
Melo ended his life, a suppliant at the court of 
Germany : His Norman followers, excluded from 

their 

* Sec Leandio Alberti (Descrizione d'ltalia, p. 250.) and 
Baronius, (A* D. 493, No. 43.) If the archangel inherited the 
temple and oracle, perhaps the cavern, of old Calchas the sootlw 
saver, (Strab. Geograph. 1. vi. p. 435, 436.) the Catholics (on 
this occasion) have surpassed the Greeks in the elegance oi 
their superstition. 
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their native and their promised land^ wandered chap. 
among the ►hills and vallies of Italy, and earned ^Y^», 
their daily subsistence by the sword. To that ' » 
formidable sword, the princes of Capiia, 3ene- 
ventum, Salerno, and Naples, alternately ap- 
pealed in their domestic quarrels ; the superior 
spirit and discipline of the Normans ^ave victory 
to the side which they espoused; and their cau- 
tious policy observed the balance of power, lest 
the preponderance of any rival state should ren- 
der their aid less important and their service less 
profitable. Their first asylum was a strong camp 
in the depth of the marches of Campania; but 
they were soon endowed by the liberality pf the • 
duke of Naples with a mbre plentiful and per- 
manent seat. Eight miles from his residence, as Founda- 
a bulwark against Capua, the town of Aversa was Aversa, 
built and fortified for their use; and they enjo3^ed -^•^• 
as their own, the corn and fruits, the meadows *^^* 
and groves, of that • fertile district. The report 
of their success attracted every year new swarms 
of pilgrims and soldiers ; the poor were urged 
by necessity; the rich were excited by hope; and 
the brave and active spirits of Normandy were 
impatient of ease and ambitious of renown. The 
independent standard of Aversa afforded shelter 
and encouragement to the outlaws of the pro- 
vince, to every fugitive who had escaped from 
the injustice or justice of his superiors; and these 
foreign associates were quickly assimilated in 
manners and language to the Gallic colony. 
The first leader of the Normans was count Rai- 
nulf ; and, in the origin of society, pre-eminence 
S2 of 
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G H A p. of rank is the reward and the proof of superior 
Lvi. merit ♦. 

Since the conquest of Sicily by the Arabs, the 



■V 



Normans Grecian emperors had been anxious to regain 
serve in that valuable possession; but their efforts, how- 
A. d/ ever strenuous, had been opposed by the distance 
1038, gjjj ^jjg sea. Their costly armaments, after a 
gleam of success, added new pages of calamity and 
disgrace to the Byzantine annals ; twenty thou- 
sand of their best troops were lost in a single 
expedition ; and the victorious Moslems derided 
the policy of a nation, which entrusted eunuchs 
not only with the custody of their women, but 
• with the command of their men f . After a reign, 
of two hundred years, the Saracens were ruined 
by their divisions J. The emir disclaimed the 
authority of the king of Tunis; the people rose 
against the emir; the cities were usurped by the 
chiefs; each meaner rebel was independent in 
his village or castle; and the weaker of two rival 
brothers implored the friendship of the Christians. 
In every service of danger the Normans were 

prompt 

* See the first book of William Apulus* His -words are ap- 
plicable to every swarm of Barbarians and freebooters : 
Sivicinorum quis pernit'tostis ad illos 
Confugiebat, eum gratant^r suscipiebant ; 
Moribus et lingui quoscuinque ventre videbant 
Informant prppri^; gens efficiatur ut una. 

And elsewhere, of the native adventurers of Normandy: 
Pars parat, exiguac vet opes aderant quia nullae ; 
Pars, quia de magnis majora subire volebant. 

t Liutprand in Legatione, p. 485. Pagi has illustrated this 
event from the M^. history of the deacon Leo, (torn. iv. A. D* 
965, No. 17— 1 9-) 

X See the Arabian Chronicle of Sicily, apud Muratori Script,^. 
Rerom Ital. torn. i. p. 253, 
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prompt and useful; and five hundred knigbts^ or c H a p. 
warriors an horseback, were enrolled by Arduin, i-v^ 
the agent and interpreter of the Greeks, under " * 
the standard of Maniaces, governor of Lombard/. 
Before their landing, the brothers were recon- 
ciled j the union of Sicily and Africa were re- 
stored; and the Island was guarded to the water's 
edge. The Normans led the van, and the Arabs 
of Messina felt the valour of an untried foe. In 
a second action, the emir of Syracuse was unhorsed 
and transpierced by the iron arm of William of 
Hauteville. In a third engagement, his intrepid 
companions discomfited the host of sixty thousand 
Saracens, and left the Greeks no more than the 
labour of the pursuit; a splendid victory; but of 
which the pen of the historian may divide the 
merit with the lance of the Normans. It is, 
however, true, that they essentially promoted the 
success of Maniaces, who reduced thirteen cities, 
and the greater part of Sicily, under the obedience 
of the emperor. But his military fame \yas sullied 
by ingratitude anji tyranny. In the division of 
the spoil, the deserts of his brave auxiliaries were 
forgotten; and neither their avarice nor their 
pride could brook this injurious treatment. They 
complained, by the mouth of their interpreter ; ' 
their complaint was disregarded ; their interpreter 
was scourged; the sufferings were bis; the insult 
and resentment belonged to tbose whose sentiments 
he had delivered. Yet they dissembled tilfthey 
had obtained, or stolen, a safe passage to the 
Italian continent ; their brethren of Aversa syrii-. 
S 3 pathised 
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CHAP, pathised in their indignation, and the province of 
i-vi. Apulia was invaded as the forfeit of tihe dcht *. 
,^ : Above twenty years after the first emigration, the 
co&qaest Normans took the field with no more than seven 
A. D^"' hundred horse and five hundred foot; and after 
1040— the recall of the Byzantine legions f fixMn the 
Sicilian war, their numbers are magnified to the 
amount of threescore thousand men. Their he- 
rald proposed the option of battle or retreat; 
" of battle," was the unanimous cry of the Nor- 
mans; and one of their stoutest warriors, with a 
stroke of his fist, felled to the ground the horse 
of the Greek messenger. He was dismissed with 
a fresh horse ; the insult was concealed from the 
Imperial troops ; but in two successive battles they 
were more fatally instructed of the prowess of 
their adversaries. In the plains of Cannae, the 
Asiatics fled before the adventurers of France ; 
the duke of Lombardy was made prisoner; the 
Apulians acquiesced in a new dominion ; and the 
four places of Bari, Otranto, Brundusium, and 
Tarentum, were alone saved in the shipwreck of 
the Grecian fortunes. From this aera we may 
date the establishment of the Norman power, 
which soon eclipsed the infant colony of Aversa. 

Twelve 

* Jeffrey Malaterra, who relates the Sicilian war, and the 
conquest of Apulia, Q. i. c. 7, 8, 9. 19.) The same events 
are described by Cedrenus (torn. ii. p. 741 — 743. 755, 756.) 
andZonaras; (torn* ii. p. 237, 238.) and the Greel^ are so 
hardened to disgrace, that their narratives are impartial enough* 

f Cedrenus specifies the rayfuc of the Obsequiem, (Phrygia,) 
and the fit^oq of the Thracesians ; (Lydia; consult Constantino 
de Thematibus, i. 3, 4. with Delisle's map ;) and afterwards 
names the Pisidlans and Lycaonians with the foederati. 
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Twelve counts * were chosen by the popular suf- chap. 
frage ; and age, birth, and merit, were the mo- ^-^i. 
tives of their choice. The tributes of their pe- * 
culiar districts were appropriated to their use ; v 

aiid each count erected a fortress in the midst of 
his lands, and at the head of his vassak. In the 
centra of the province, the common habitation of 
Melphi was reserved as the metropolis and citadel 
of the republic ; an house and separate quarter 
was allotted to each of the twelve counts ; and 
the national concerns were regulated by this mi- 
litary senate. The first /of his peers, their presi- 
dent and general, was entitled count of Apulia ; 
and this dignity was conferred on William of the 
Iron Arm, who, in the language of the age, is 
^ stiled a Hon in battle, a Jamb in society, and an 
angel in council f. The manners of his coun- 

.84 trymen ' 

' ' ♦ " ■ '^ 

* Omnes convcniunt ; ct bis sex nobilioies, 

(^os genus et gravitas morum decorabat et aetas, 
Eleg^re duces. Provectis ad comitatum 
His alii parent. Comitatus Jiomen honoris 
<^o donantur erat. Hi tolas undique terras 
Divisere sibi, ni sors inimica repugnet ; . 
Singula proponunt loca quae contingere sorte 
Cuique duci debent, et quaeque tributa locorum. 
And after, speaking of Melphi, William Apulus adds, 
Pro niimero comitum bis sex statu^re plateas, 
Atque domus comitum totidem fabricantur in urbe* 
Leo Ostiensis (1. ii. c. 67.) enumerates the divisions of the 
Apulian cities, which it is needless to repeat. 

t Gulielm. Apulus, 1. ii. c. 12. according to the reference 
of Giannone, (Istoria Civile di Napoli, torn. ii. p. 31.) which 
I cannot verify in the original. The Apulian praises indeed his 
valtdas vires t prob'itas animi^ and vivida virtus ; and declares, 
t}iat, had he lived, no poet could have equalled his merits ; (1. 
i. p. 258. 1. ii. p. 259.) He was bevvailed by the Normans, ' 

quippa qui tanti consilii virum, (says Malaterra, 1. i. c. 12. p. 
552.) tarn armis strenuum, tam bibi munificumy ^fiabilem, ano- 
rigeratum^ ulterius se habere diifidebant. 
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trymen are fairly delineated by a contemporary 
and national historian *. ** The Normans," says 
Malaterra, " are a cunning and revengeful peo- 
of the ** pie ; eloquence and dissimulation appear to be 
Normans. «« ^j^^jj, hereditary qualities : They can stoop to 
f' flatter ; but unless they are ciirbed by the re- 
" straint of law, they indulge the licentiousness 
«* of nature and passion. Their princes aflfect the 
" praise of popular munificence ; the people ob- 
" serve the medium, or rather blend the extremes, 
" of avarice and prodigality ; and, in their eager 
^* thirst of wealth and dominion, they despise 
V whatever they possess, and hope whatever they 
•* desire. Arms and horses, the luxury of dress, 
•* the exercises of hunting and hawking f , are 
•* the delight of the Normans ; but on pressin|f • 
" occasions, they can endure with incredible pa- 
" tience thMnclemency of every climate, and the 
" toil and abstinence of a military life J." 
Oppres- The Normans of Apulia were seated on the 
Apuiiaf verge of the two empires ; and, according to the 
A. D. policy of the hour, they accepted the investiture 
' * of their lands from the sovereigns of Germany or 
Constantinople. But the firmest title of these ad- 
venturers was the right of conquest ; They nei- 
ther 

* The gens astutissima, injuriaram ultrix •'. • • adulari 
'sciens • • . .eloquentiis inserviens, of Malaterra, (I. i. c. 3. 
p. 550.) are eiXpicssivc of the popular and proverbial character 
of the Normans. 

f The hunting and hawking more properly belong to the 
descendants of the Norwegian sailors ; though they might im- 
port from Norway and Iceland the finest casts of falcons. 

t We may compare this portrait with that of William of 

Malmsbury, (de Gestis Anglorum, 1. iii. p. 10 r, 102.) who 

appreciates, like a philosophic historian, the vices and virtues 

' bf the Saxons aiid Normans. England was assuredly a gainer 

by the conquest. 
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ther loved nor trusted ; they were neither trusted chap. 
nor beloved ; the contempt of the princes was i^vi. 
mixed with fear, and the fear of the natives was ' — ^r"'^ 
mingled with hatred and resentment. Every ob- 
ject of desire, an horse, a woman^ a garden, 
tempted and gratified the rapaciqusness of the 
strangers * ; and the avarice of their chiefs was 
only coloured by the more specious names of am- 
bition and glory. The twelve coiints were soi^ie- 
times joined in a league of injustice : In their - ' . 
domestic quarrels, they disputed the spoils of the 
people ; the virtues of William were buried in 
his grave ; and Drogo, his brother and successor, 
was better qualified to lead.the valour, than to 
restrain the violence, of his peers. Under the 
reign of Cbnstantine Monomachus, the policy, 
rather than benevolence, of the By^tantine court, 
attempted to relieve Italy from this adherent mis-, 
chief, more grievous than a flight of Barba- 
rians f ; and Argyrus, the son of Melo, was 
invested for this purpose with the most lofty 
titles |, ajid the n>ost ample commission. The 

memory 

* The biographer of St Leo IX. pours his holy venom on 
the Normans. Videns indisciplinatam et alienam gentem Nor- 
mannorum, cmdeH et inaudita rabie, et plusquam Pagan^ im- 
pietate, adversi^s ecclesias Dei insurgere, passim Christianos 
trucidare, &c. (Wibert, c. 6.) The honest Apulian (I. ii. p. 
S59.) says calmly of their accuser, Veris commiscens fallacia* 

t The policy of the Greeks, revolt of Maotace^, &c. must 
be collected from Cedrenus, (torn. ii. p. 757, 758.) William 
Apulus, (1. i. p. 257, 258. L ii. p. 259.) and the two Chroni- . 
cles of Bari, by Lupus Protospata, (Muratori, Script. ItaU torn. ^ 
V. p. 42, 43, 44.) and an anonymous writer, (Antiquitat. Italtae 
qiedii ^vi, torn. i. p. 31— r350 This last is a fragment of some 
value. ' . 

t Argyrus received, says the anonymous Chronicle of Bari,- 
Imperial letters, Fcederatds et Patriciatds, et Catapani et Ves- . 
- tatAs. 
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CHAP, memory of his father might recommend him to 
ivi. the Normans ; and he had already engaged their 
y ■ ■ volmitary service to quell the revolt of Maniaces, 
and to avenge their own and the puhlic injury. 
It was the design of Constantine to transplant 
this warlike colony from the Italian provinces 
to the Persian war; and the son olF Melo dis- 
tributed among the chiefs the gold and manu- 
factures of Greece, as the first fruits of the Im- 
perial bounty. But his arts were baffled by the 
sense and spirit of the conquerors of Apulia : 
His gifts, or at least his propasals, were rejected ; 
and they unanimously refused to relinquish their 
possessions and their hopes for the distant pro- 
Leagoe of spect of Asiatic fortune; After the means of per- 
and the suasion had failed, Argyrus resolved to compel or 
pSres*"*' ^^ destroy : The Latin powers were solicited a- 
A.D. gainst the common enemy ; and an offensive al- 
1054. liance was formed of the pope and the two empe- 
rors of the East and West. The throne of St Pet(M: 
was occupied by Leo the ninth, a simple saint*, of 
a temper most apt to deceive himself and the world, 
' and whose venerable character would consecrate 

Vrith the name of piety the measures least com- 
patible with the practice of religion. His huma- 
nity 

^ tatds. In his Annals, Muratori (torn. viii. p. 4^6.) very pro- 

perly reads, or interprets, SevestatuSj' the title of Sebastos or 
Augustus. But in his Antiquities, he Mr as taught by Du Cange 
to make it a palatine ofHce, master of the wardrobe. 

* A life of St Leo IX. deeply tinged with the passions and 
prejudices of the age, has been composed by Wibert, printed 
at Paris, 16 15, in octavo, and since inserted in the Collections 
of the Bolandists, of Mabillon, and of Muratori.- The public 
and private history of that pope is diligently treated by M. de 
St Marc, (Abrege, tomt iL p. 140—2x0. and p* 35*-*95, se- 
cond column.) 
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nity was afiected by the complaints, perhaps the c h a f. 
calumnies, of an injured people; the impioiB ^vi. 
Normans had interrupted the payment of tithes; ' * '"' 
and the temporal sword might be lawfully un- 
sheathed against the sacrilegious robbers, who 
were deaf to the censures of the church. As a 
German of noble birth and royal kindred, Leo 
had free access to the court and confidence of the 
emperor Henry the third; and in search of arms 
and allies, his ardent zeal transported him from 
Apulia to Saxbny, from the Elbe to the Tiber. 
During these hostile preparations, Argyrus in- 
dulged himself in the use of secret and guilty- 
weapons; a crowd of Normans became the vic- 
tims oJ public or private revenge; and the va- A. D* 
liant Drogo was murdered in a church. But his ^^^* 
spirit survived in his brother Humphrey, the third 
count of Apulia. The assassins were chastised; 
and the son of Melo, overthrown and wounded, 
was driven from the field to hide his shame be- 
hind the walls of Bari, and to await the tardy 
succour of his allies. 

But the power of Constantine was distracted by Expedi. 
a Turkish war; the mind of Henry was feeble and ^'^^ ^^ 
irresolute; and the pope, instead of repassing the re. a- 
Alps with a German army, was accompanied only j^^^*^® 
by a guard of seven hundred Swabians and some a. o. 
volunteers of Lorraine. In his long progress from *^ * 
Mantua to Beneyentum, a vile and promiscuous 
piultitude of Italians was enlisted under the holy 
standard *; the priest and the robber slept in the 

same 

* See the expedition of Leo IX. against the Nojmans. See 
William Apulus,*(l. ii. p. 259-1-26 1.) and Jeffrey Malaterra, 
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same tent; the pikes and crosses were intermingled 
in the front 5 and the martial saint repeated the 
lessons of his youth in the order of march, of en- 
campment, and of combat. The Normans of 
Apulia could muster in the field no more than 
three thousand horse, with an handful of infantry; 
the defection of the natives intercepted their pro- 
visions and retreat; and their spirit, mcapable of 
fear, was chilled for a nioment by superstitious awe. 
On the hostile approach of Leo, they knelt with- 
out disgrace or reluctance before their spiritual 
father. But the pope was inexorable; his lofty 
Germans affected to deride the diminutive stature 
of their adversaries; and the Normans were in- 
formed that death or exile was th^ir only alterna- 
tive. Flight they disdained, and, as many of 
them had been three days without tasting food, 
they embraced the assurance of a more easy and 
honourable death* They climbed the hill of Ci- 
vitella, descended into the plain, and charged in 
three divisions the army of the pope. On the 
left, and in the centre, Richard coupt of Aversa, 
His de- ^^d Robert the famous Guiscard, attacked, broke, 
feat and ^ routed, and pursued the Italian multitudes, who 

captivity, 

June 18. fought without discipline, and fled without shame. 

A harder trial was reserved for the valour of count 

' Humphrey, who led the cavalry of the right wing. 

The Germans * have been described unskilful 

(I. i. c, 13, 14, 15. p. 253.) They arc impartial, as the na- 
tU>ml is counterbalanced by the clerical prejudice, 

^ Teutonic!, quia cassaries et forma decoros 
Fecerat egregie proceri corporis illos, 
Corpora derident Normanmca quse breviora 
Esse videbantur. 

The 
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in the management of the horse and lance; but chap. 
on foot' they formed a strong and impenetrable i-vi. 
phalanx; and neither man, nor steed, nor armour, ^^ ^ ." ^ 
cotdd resist the weight of their long and two-hand- 
ed swords. After a severe conflict, they were en- 
compassed by the squadrons returning from the 
pursuit; and died in their ranks with the esteem 
of their foes, and the satisfaction of revenge. The 
gates of Civitella were shut against the flying pope^ 
and he was. overtaken by the pious conquerors^ 
who kissed his feet, to implore his blessing and 
the absolution of their sinful victory. The sol- 
diers beheld in their enemy and captive the vicar 
of Christ; and, though we may suppose the policy 
of the chiefs, it is probable that they were infect- 
ed by the popular superstition. In the calm of 
retirement, the well-meaning pope deplored the 
eflfusion of Christian blood, which must be im- 
puted to his account; he felt, that he had been 
the author of sin and scandal; and as his under- 
taking had failed, the indecency of his military 
character was universally condemned *. With 
these dispositions, he listened to the offers of a 
beneficis^l treaty; deserted an alliance which he 
had preached as the cause of God; and ratified 
^ the past and future conquests of the Normans. 

By 

The verses of th^e Apulian are commonly on this strain, though 
he heats himself a little in the battle. Two of his similies 
from hawking and sorcery are descriptive of manners. 

* Several respectable censures or complaints produced by M. 
de St Marc, (tom. ii. p. 200—204.) As Peter Damianus, the 
oracle of the times, had denied the popes the right of making 
war, the hermit (Ingens eremi incola) is arraigned by the cardi- 
nal, and Baxonius (Annal. Eccles. A. D. 1053 j No. 10—17.) 
most strenuously asserts the two swords of St Peter. 
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c H A p. By whatever hands they had been U6urpe4i the 
I.VI. , provinces of Apulia and Calabria were a part of 
^ ' \ V '^ the donation of Constantine and the patrimony 
th^pap^ of St Peter J the grant and the acceptance con- 
investi- firmed the mutual claims of the pontiff and the 
Kormans. adventurers. They promised to support each 
other with spiritual and temporal arms; a tribute 
or quit-rent of twelvepence was afterwards sti- 
pulated for every plough-land; and since this 
memorable transaction, the kingdom of Naples 
has remained above seven hundred years a fief of 
the Holy See *. 
Birtli and The pedigree of Robert Guiscard f is variously 
^^bert deduced from the peasants and the dukes of Nor- 
Guiscaid, mandy; from the peasants, by the pride and ig- 
norance of a Grecian princess J; from the dukes, 

by 

* The origin and nature of the papal investitures are ably 
discussed by Giannone (Istoria Civile di Napoli, torn. ii. p. 37 
—49. 57—66.). as a lawyer and antiquarian. Yet he vainly 
strives to reconcile the duties of patriot and Catholic, adopts an 
empty distinction of " Ecclesia Romana non dedit sed accepit," 
' and shrinks from an honest but dangerous confession of the 
truth. 

t The birth, character, and first actions of Robert Guiscaidt 

maybe found in Jeffrey Malaterra, (Li. c. 3, 4. 11. 16, 17 > 
18. 38, 39, 40.) William Apulus, (1. ii. p. 260—262.) Wil- 
liam Gemeticensis or of Jumieges, (1. xi. c. 30. p. 663, 664. 
edit. Camden,) and Anna Comnena, (Alexiad. L i. p. 23 — 27, 
1. vi. p. 165, 166.) with the annotations of Du Cange, (Not. 
in Alexiad. p. 230 — 232. 320.) who has swept all the French 
and L^tin Chronicles for supplemental intelligence. 

:|: O 3f Tcfixt^T^i (a Greek corruption) ws nv Hc^fie^trpf ta yi- 

Hti TJi» rvxn* (^9^^ Again, 4 «^*w« vutv rvj^^ ^n^t- 

^«Mf. And elsewhere, (1. jv. p. 84.) «9r« tr^nn mrutf ruti 
«^«i«f . Anna Comnena was born in the purple ; yet her fa. 
ther was no more than a private though illustrious subject, who 
raised himself to the empire. 



A. D. 

1080^ 

1065. 
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by the ignorance, and flattery of the Italian sub^^ c h a ?• 
jects *. His genuine descent may be ascribed tb lvi. 
the second or middle order of private nobility ,f . V— v— ' 
He spring from a race of valvassors or bannerets^ 
of the diocese of the Coutances, in the lower Nor- 
mandy ; the castle of Haute ville was their honour- 
able seat ; his father Tancred was conspicuous in 
the court and army of the duke; and his military 
service was furnished by ten soldiers or knights. 
Two marriages, of a rank not unworthy of his 
own, made him the father of twelve sons, who 
were educated at home by the impartial tenderness 
of his second wife. But a narrow patrimony was 
insufficient for this numerous and daring progeny; 
they saw around the neighbourhood the mischiefs 
of poverty and discord, and resolved to seek in 
foreign wars a more glorious inheritance. Two 
only remained to perpetuate the race, and cherish 
their father's age ; their ten brothers, as they Suc- 
cessively attained the vigour of manhood, depart- 
ed from the castle, passed the Alps, and joined the 
ApuUah camp of the Normans. The elder were 

prompted 

* Giannone (torn. ii« p. 2.) forgets all his original authors, 
and rests this princely descent on the credit of Inveges, an Au- 
gustine monk of Palermo, in the last century. They continue 
the succession of dukes &om RoUo to William II. the Bastard 
or Conqueror, whom they hold (communement^ si tiene) to be 
the father of Tancred of Hauteville ; a most strange and stupen- 
dous blunder ! The sons of Tancred fought in Apulia, before 
William II. was three years old, (A. D. 1037 ') 

t The judgment of Du Cange is just and moderate : Ctrih 
humilis fuit ac .tenuis Roberti familia, si ducalem et regium 
spectemus apicem, ad quem postea pervenit ; quse honesta ta- 
men et prxter nobilium vulgarium statum et conditionem illus- 
tris habita «st, ** quae nee humi reperet nee aitum quid tume- 
ret." (Willielm. Malmsbur. de Gestis Anglorum, L iii. p. 107- 
Not. ad Alexiad. p. 230,) ^ 
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CHAP, prompted by native spirit ; their success encou- 
LVi. raged their younger brethren, and the three first 
in seniority, William, Drogo, and Humphrey, 
deserved to be the chiefs of their nation, and the 
founders of the new republic. Robert was the 
eldest of the seven sons of the second marriage ; 
and even the reluctant praise of his foes has en- 
dowed him with the heroic qualities of a soldier 
and a statesman. His lofty stature surpassed the 
tallest of his army ; his limbs were cast in the 
true^roportion of strength and gracefulness ; and 
to the decline of life, he maintained the patient 
vigour of health, and the commanding dignity of 
his form. His complexion was ruddy, his shoulders 
were broad, his hair and beard were long and of a 
' flaxen colour, his eyes sparkled with fire, and his 
voice, like that of Achilles, could impress obedi- 
ence and terror amidst the tumult of battle. In 
the riider ages of chivalry, such qualifications are 
not below the notice of the poet or historian ; they, 
may observe that Robert, at once, and with equal 
dexterity, could wield in the right hand his 
sword, his lance in the left ; that in the battle 
ofCivitella, he was thrice unhorsed; and that 
in the close of that memorable day, he was ad- 
judged to have borne' away the prize of valour 
from the warriors of the two armies *. His 

boundless 

• I shall quote with pleasure some of the best lines of the 
Apolian^ (l. ii. p. 270.) "5, 

Fugnas utr&que mand, nee lancea cassa nee ensis 
Cassus erat, quocunque manu deducere vellet. 
Ter dejectus equo, ter viribus ipse resumptis, 
Major in arma redit ; stimulos furor ipse ministrat. ^ . • 

Ut. 
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boundless ambition was founded on the conscious- chap. 
ness of superior worth ; in the pursuit of great- tvi, 
ness, he was never arrested by the •scruples of ,'- -' 
justice, and seldom moved by the feelings of hu- 
manity ; though not insensible of fame, the choice 
of open or clandestine means was determined only 
by this present advantage. The surname of GazV- 
card * was applied to this master of political wis- 
dom, which is too often confounded with the prac- 
tice of dissimulation and deceit ; and Robert is 
praised by the Apulian poet for excelling the 
cunning of Ulysses and the eloquence of Cicero. 
Yet these arts were disguised by an appearance of 
military frankness: In his highest fortune, be was 
accessible and courteous to his fellow-soldiers; 
and while he indulged the prejudices of his hew 
subjects, he affected in his dress and manners to 
maintain the ancient fashion of his country. He 
grasped with a rapacious, that he might distribute 
with a liberal hand ; his primitive indigence had 
taught the habits of frugality ; the gain of a mer- 
chant was not below his attention ; and his pri- 
soners were tortured with slow and unfeeling 
cruelty to force a discovery of their secret treasure. 
According to the tJreeks, he departed from Nor- 
mandy with only five followers on horseback and 
Vol. X. . T . thirty 

Ut Leo cum frendens, &c. 

' N11II118 in hoc bello sicuti post bella prob^tum est 
Victor vel victus, tain magnos edidit ictus. 

* The Norman writers and editors most conversant with their i 
own idiom, interpxet Guiscard or iViscardy by Callidus^ a cmi- 
ning man. The root (nvise) is ^miliar to our ear ; and in the 
old word iViseacre^ I can discern something of a similar sensef 
and termination. T«r '^^j^t* wMns^orttfgj is no bad translation 
of the surname and character of Robert. 
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tWrty onfoot.; yet even this allowance appears toe 
bountiful; the sixth son of Tancred of Hauteville 
passed the Alps as a pilgrim; and his first military 
band was levied among the adventurers of Italy. 
His brothers and countrynjcn had divided the fer- 
tile, lands of Apulia; but they guarded their 
sjiares with the jealousy of avarice ; the aspiring 
youth was driven forwards to the mountains o£ 
Calabria,, and in his first exploits against the. 
Creeks and the natives, it is not easy to discrimi- 
nate the hero from the robber. To surprise a 
castle or a convent, to ensnare a wealthy citizen^ 
to plunder the adjacent villages for necessary food, 
were the obscure labours which formed and exer- 
cised the powers of his mind and body. The 
volunteers of Normandy adhered to his standard; 
and, under his command,, the- peasants of Ca- 
labria assumed the name and character of Nor- 
mans, 
His ambi- , ^g the genius of Robert expanded with bi& 
success, fortune,' he awakened the jealousy of his elder 
lOM-^* brother, by whom, in a transient quarrel, his life 
wfiOr was threatened and his liberty restrained. After 
the death of Humphrey, the tender age of his sons 
excluded them from the command ; they wcjre 
reduced to a private estate by the ambition of 
their guardian and uncle ; and Guiscard was ex- 
alted on a buckler, and saluted count of Apulia 
and general of the republic. With an increase of 
authority and of force, he resumed the conquest 
of Calabria, and soon aspired to a rank that 
should raise him for ever above the heads of Ms 
equals. By some acts of rapine or sacrikgfe, he 

had 
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.had^incurred a papal excommunication : ButNi- en AT. 
cholas the second was easily persuaded, that the ^'^^ 
divisions of friends could terminate only in their ' \ 
mutual prejudice ; that the Normans were the 
faithful champions of the Holy See ; and it was 
safer to trtist the alliance of a prince than the 
caprice of an aristocracy. A synod of one hun- 
dred bishops was convened at Melphi ; and the 
count interrupted an important enterprise to guard 
the person and execute the decrees of the Roman 
pontiff. His gratitude and policy conferred on 
Robert and his posterity the ducal title *, with 
the investiture of Apulia, Calabria, and all the 
lands, both in Italy and Sicily, which his sword 
could rescue from the schismatic Greeks and the 
unbelieving Saracens f . This apostolic sanction 
might justify his arms ; but the obedience of a 
free and victorious people could not be transferred 
Without their consent ; and Guiscard dissembled 
his elevation till the ensuing campaign had been 
illustrated by the conquest of Consenza and Reg- 
gio. In the hour of triumph, he assembled his 
troops, and solicited the Normans to confirm by 
their suffrage the judgment of the vicar of Christ; 
the soldiers hailed with joyful acclamations their 
T2 valitot 

* The acquisition of the ducal title by Robert Guiscard is 
a nice and obscure business/ With the good advice of Giannone, 
Muratori, and St Marc, I have endeavoured to form a con- 
sijjt^ntand probable narrative. 

t Baronius (Annai. Eccles. A. D. 1059, No 69.) has pub- 
lished the Original act. He professes lo have copied it from 
the Liber Censuum^ a Vatican MS. Yet a Liber Censuum of 
Ihe' }welfth century .has been printed by Muratori, (Antiquit. 
medii iEvi, torn. v. p. 85 1—908.) and the iiamfis ot Vatican 
' "and Cardinal awaken the suspicions 6f a Protestant, and even 
* of a philosopher. 
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CHAP vaUant duke ; and the counts, his former equals^ 
hyi. pronounced the oath of fidelity, with hollow smiles 
and secret indignation^ After this inauguration, 
Robert stiled himself, " By the grace of God and 
•*^ Sc Peter,, duke of Apulia, Calabria, and here- 
" -after of Sicily *^' and it was the labour of 
,tv>renty years to deserve and reaUse these lofty 
appellations- Such tardy progress, in a narrow 
js^pace, may seem vmworthy of the abilities of the 
chief and the spirit of the nation ; but the Nor- 
mans were few in number ; their resources were 
scanty ; their service was voluntary and preca- 
rious. The bravest designs of the duke were 
, sometimes opposed by the free voice of his parlia- 
ment of barons; the twelve counts of popular 
^ election, conspired against his authority ; and 
against their perfidious uncle, the sons of Hum- 
phrey demanded justice and revenge. By his 
policy and vigour, Guiscard discovered their plots, 
suppressed their rebelhons, and punished the 
guilty with death or exiJe; but in these domestic 
feuds, his years, and the national strength, were 
unprofitably consumed. After the defeat of his 
foreign enemies, the Greeks, Lombards, and 
Saracens, their broken forces retreated to the 
strong and populous cities of the sea-coast. They 
excelled in the arts of fortification and defence j 
the Normans were accustomed to serve on horse- 
back in the field, and their rude attempts could 
only succeed by the efforts of perse vermg courage* 
The resistance of Salerno was maintained above 
eight months; the siege or blockade oi Ban lasted 
near four years. In these actions the Norman 

duke 
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4tike was the foremost in every danger; in every chap. 
fatigue the last and most patient. As he pressed lvi. 
the citadel of Salerno, an huge stone from the ' — ^^^ 
rampart shattered one of his military engines ; 
and by a splinter he was wounded in the breasU 
Before the gates of Bari, he lodged in a miserable 
hut or barrack, composed of dry branches, and 
thatched with straw; a perilous station, on all sides 
open to the inclemency of the winter and the 
spears of the enemy *• 

The Italian conquests of Robert correspond Hislta- 
with the limits of the present kingdom of Naples; ^^'^^ ^^ 
and the countries united by his arms have not 
been dissevered by the revolutions of seven hun- 
dred years f . The monarchy has befen composed 
of the Greek provinces of Calabria and Apulia, 
of the Lombard principality of Salerno, the re- 
public of Amalphi, and the inland dependencies 
of the large and ancient dutchy of Beneventum. 
Three districts only Were exempted from the com- 
mon law of subjection; the first for ever, and the 
two last till the middle of the succeeding century. 
The city and immediate territory of Benevento 
had been transferred, by gift or exchange, from 
the German emperor to the Roman pontiff; and 
although this holy land ,was sometimes invaded, 
the name of St Peter was finally more potent than 
J T3 the 

' * Read the life of Guiscard in the second and third books* of 
jihe Apulian, the first and second books of Malateira. 
t ^ f The ooi>c[uests of Robert Guiscard and Roger I. the ex- 
emption of Benevento and the twelve provinces of the kingdom, 
bTe*'farrfy exposed by Giannone^ in the second volume of his 
Jbtofia Civile, 1. ix, x, xi. and 1. xvii. p. 460—470. This mo*, 
dcrn division was not established before the time of Frederic II. 
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c H A P. the sWord of the Normans. Their first colony of 
LVi. Aversa subdued and held the state of Capua ; and 

* " » her princes were reduced to beg their bread 
befpre the palace of their fathets. The (hikes of 
Naples, the present metropolis, maintained the 
popular freedom, under the shadow of the By- 
zantine empire. Among the new acquisitions of 
Guiscard, the science of Salerno *, and the trade 
of Amalphi f , may detain for a moment the cu- 

Schooi of riosity of the reader. I. Of the learned faculties 

Salerno, jurisprudence implies the previous establishment of 
laws and property ; and theology may perhaps be 
superseded by the full light of religion and reason. 
But the savage and the sage must alike implore 
the assistance of physic ; and, if our diseases are 
inflamed by luxury, the mischiefs of blows and 
wounds would be more frequent in the ruder ages 
of society. The treasures of Grecian medicine 
had been communicated to the Arabian colonies 
of Africa, Spain, and Sicily ; and in the inter*, 
course of peace and war, a spark of knowledge had 
been kindled and cherished at Salerno, an illus- 
trious city, in which the men, were hone$t, and 

the 

* Giannone, (torn. ii. p. 1197—127.) Muratori, (AntiquitaU 
medii -^vi, torn. iii. dissert, xliv. p. 935, 936.) and Tiraboschi, 
(Istoria della Lettetura Italiana,) have given an htatorical ac<» 
pount of these physicians ; their medicsJ knowledge and prac- 
tice must be left to our physicians. 

t At the end of the Historia Pandectarum of I{eiu:y Bitnck- 
man (Trajecti ad Rhenum, 17^2, in 4to,) the indefatigable 
author has inserted two dissertations, de Republica Amai* 
phitank, and de Amalphi a Pisanis direpta, which are buil^ 
on the testimonies of one^ hundred and forty writers. Yet he 
has forgotten two most important passages of the embassy of 
Liutprand, (A. D. '969,) which compare the trade and naviga- 
tion of Amalphi with that of Venice. 
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Che women beautiful *. A school^ the first tha^ c.h, a^.p. 
arose in the darkness of Eujrope, was consecrated i*vi, 
I0 the healing art ; the conscience of monks and. ' 
bishops was reconciled to that salutary and lucra- 
tive profession ; and a crowd of patients of thje 
most eminent^ rank, and most distant climateSj^ 
invited or visited the physicians of Salerno. They 
were protected by the Norman conquerors ; and 
Guiscard, though bred in arms, could discern the 
merit and value of a philosopher. After a pil- 
grimage of thirty-nine years, Constan tine, an Afri- 
can Christian, returned from Bagdad, a master of 
the language and learning of the Arabians ; and 
Salerno was enriched by the practice, the lessons, 
and the writings, of the pupil of Avicenna. The 
school of medicine has long slept in the name of / 
an university ; but her precepts are abridged in a 
string of aphorisms, bound together in the Leonini^ 
verses, or Latin rhymes, of the twelfth century f . 
' 11. Seven miles to the west of Salerno, and thirty Trade of 
to the souril of Naples, the obscure town of Amal- -^"'^^P^^* 
phi displayed the power and rewards of industry. 
The land, however fertile, was of narrow extent; 
but the sea was accessible and open; theinhabit- 

T 4 ants 

• TJrbs Latii non est hac delitiosior urbe, 

Fragibus arboribus vino redundat ; et unde 

Non. tibi poma, nuces, non pulchra palatia desunt, 

Non species muliebris abest probitasque virorum. 

(Gulielmus Appulus, 1. iii. p. 267.) 
t Muratori carries their antiquity above the year (1066) of 
the death of Edward the Confessor, the reM Anglorum to whohi 
they are addressed- Nor -is this date affected by the opinion, 
or rather mistake, of Pasquier, iRecherches de la France, L vii. 
t. 2.) and.Ducange, (Glossar. Latin.) The practice of rhym- 
ing, as early as the seventh century, was borrowed from the 
languages of the North and East, (Muratori, Antiquitat. toni. 
iii. dissiert. xl. p. 686 — 708.) 
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c H A F. unts first assumed the office of supplfiii^ tthe 
LYi. western world with the manufactures and pro- 

^■^ ¥ ■■■ ^ ductions of the East ; and this useful tr^c was 
the source of their opulence and treedqme . The 
government was popular under the administration 
of a duke and the supremacy of the Qreek em- 
peror. Fifty thousand citizens were numbered in 
the walls of Amalphi ; nor was any city mofe 
abundantly provided with gold, silver, and the ob- 
jects of precious luxury. The mariners who 
swarmed in her port excelled in the theory and 
practice of navigation ^nd astronomy ; and the 
discovery of the compass, which has opened the 
globe, is due to their ingenuity or good fortune. 
Their trade was extended to the coasts, or at least 
to the commodities, of Africa, Arabia, and India; 
and their settlements in Constantinople, Antioch, 
Jerusalem, and Alexandria, acquired the privileges 
of independent colonies *. After three hundred 
years of prosperity, Amalphi was oppressed by the 
arms of the Normans, and sacked by the jealousy 
of Pisa ; but the poverty of one thousand fishentien 
is yet dignified by the remains of an arsenal, a 
cathedral, and the palaces of royal merchants. 

Roger, 

* The description of Amalphi, by WiDiain the Apulian, 
(1. iii. p. 267.) contains much truth and some poetry ; iind the 
third line may be applied to the saiiorls Cjompass : 

Nulla magis locuples argento, ,v&»tibiis, auro 
Partibus innumeris ; h4c plurim^ urbe moratm: 
Nautii marit c^hfue vaU apgrire p^rUus, 
Hue et Alexandri dtver^a ieruntur ab urbe 
Regis, et Antiochi. Gens h«ec freta plurima tOAsilU 
His Arabes, Indi, Siculi nascuntur et Afri. . < 

Haec gens est totum prope nabilitata per orbe^ia, t. 
^,. . Et mercando fereus, et amans mercata referre./ j 
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. 'S^xj/fS^, J>he tv^elfth and last of the sons df Tttli- c- ir a-p. 
iftedi >had bew long dqtained in Normandy by his • tTi. 
owflandhis father's age. He accepted the welcome " " "^ 
aummons J hastened to the ApuKan eamp ; and of s?dfy 
deserted at first the esteem, and afterwards the ^^^^^^^ 
envy, of his elder brother. Their valour and a. d. 
attibition were eqtial; but the youth, the beauty, joqo. 
the elegant manners, of Roger, engaged the dis- 
interested love of his soldiers and people. So 

' scanty was his allowance, for himsetf^^and forty 
followers, that he descended from -conquest to 
robbery, and from robbery to domestic theft; and 
Sb loose were the notions of property, that, by his 
own historian, at his special command, he i& ac- 
cused of ste^ng horses from a stable atMelphi*. 
His spirit ^merged from poverty and disgrace ; 
from these base practice^ he rosie to thp merit and 
glory df a holy war ; and the invasion of Sicily 
was seconded by the ?.eal and policy of his brother 
puiscard. After the retreat of the Greeks, thp 
idolaters^ 9, most audacious reproach of the Catho- 

.. lies, had r^tri^ved their losses and possesions; but 
tin? deliverawe of the island, sq vainly undertaken 
J)y ,the forces pf the Eastern empire, was at* 
chieved by a small and private band of adven- 
turers. 

* Latrocinio annigeroram suorum in multis sustentabatur, 
quod qifitlein ad ejus ignominiam non dicimus; sed ipso ita pr»- 
cipieftfe a<tiiuc viliora et reprehensibiliora dicturi sumus ut plu« 
ribus patescat qu&m laboriose et cum quanta augusti& a pro- 
fundli, paupertate ad summum culmen divittanim vel honorif 
attigerit. Such is the preface of Malaterra (!• i, c. 25.) to the 
horse-stealing. From the moment (1. i. c> 19.) that he has 
meniioned his patron Roger, the elder brother sinks ijito the 
second character. Something similar in Velleius PatetVliliis 
may be observed of Augustus and Tiberius. 
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CHAP, turers *. In the first attempt, Roger braved, in 
I* VI. an open boat, the real and fabulous dangers of 
' Scylla and Charybdis j landed with only sixty 
soldiers on a hostile shore ; drove the Saracens to 
. the gates of Messina ; and safely returned with the 
spoils of the adjacent couptry. In the fortress of 
Trani, his active and patient courage were equally 
conspicuous. In his old age he related with plea- 
. sure, that by the distress of the siege, himself 
ai^ the countess his wife, had been reduced to a 
single cloak or mantle, which they wore alter- 
nately; that in a sally his horse had been slain, 
and he wais dragged away by the Saracens ; but 
that he owed his rescue to his good sword, and 
had retreated with his saddle on his back, lest the 
meanest trophy might be left in the hands of the 
miscreants. In the siege of Trani, three hundred 
Normans withstood and repulsed the forces of the 
island. In the field of Ceramio, fifty thousand 
horse and foot were overthrown by one hundred 
and thirty-six Christian soldiers, withbut reckon- 
ing St George, who fought on horseback in the 
foremost ranks. The caj)tive banners, with four 
camels, were reserved for the successors of St 
Peter ; and had these barbaric spoils been exposed « 
not in the Vatican, but in the Capitol, they might 
have revived the memory of the Punic triumphs. 

These 



* Duo sibi proficua deputans animse scilicet et corporis s£ 
terrain Idolis deditam ad cultum divinum revocaret, (Galfrid 
Malaterra, 1. ii. c. i.)^. The conquest of Sicily is related in the 
three last books, and he himself has given an accurate summary 
et the chapters, (p. 544—546.) 
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These insufficient numbers of the Normans most c hap. 
probably denote their knights, the soldiers of ho- i-vi. 
nourable and equestrian rank, each of whom was ' 
attended by five or six followers in the field * ; 
yet, with the aid of this interpretation, and after 
every fair allowance on the side of valour, arms, 
and reputation, the discomfiture of so many my- 
riads will reduce the prudent reader to the altema* 
t;iv^ of a miracle or a fable. The Arabs of Sicily 
derived a frj^^uent and powerful succour from 
their countrymen of Africa : In the siege of Pa- 
lermo, the Norman cavalry was assisted by the 
. gallies of Pisa ; and, in the hour of action, the 
envy of the two brothers was sublimed to a gene- 
rous and invincible emulation. . After a war of 
thirty years f , Roger, with the title of great' 
count, obtained the sovereignty of the largest and 
most fruitful island of the Mediterranean ; and his 
administration displays a liberal and enlightened 
mind above the limits of his age and education. 
The Moslems were maintained in the free etijoy- 
ment of their religion and property J; a philoso,. 
pher and physician of Mazara, of the race of Ma- 
homet, harangued the conqueror, and was invited 

to 

* See the word viUkes, in the Latin Glossary of Ducange- 
f Of odd particulars, I learn from Malatcrra, that the Arabg 
had introduced into Sicily the use of camels (1. i. c. 33.) and of 
carrier-pigeons, (c. 42.) and that the bite of the tarantula pro- 
vokes a windy disposition, quae per anum inhoneste crepitando 
emergit; a symptom most ridiculously felt by the whole Normaa 
army in their camp near Palermo, (c. 36.) I shall add an etyr 
mology not imworthy of the eleventh ^i^entury : Messana is 
derived from Meu'u^ the place from whence the harvests of the 
islt were sent in tribute to Rome, (1. ii. c. i.) 

% See the capitulation of Palermo in Malaterra, 1. ii. c. 45- 
and Giannone, who remarks the general toleration of thp 
Saracens, (torn. ii. p. 72.) r^ T 
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c H A P. to court; his geography of the seven climates was^ 
LVi. translated into Latin; and Roger, after a dihgent 
' perusal, preferred the work of the Arabian to the 
writings of the Grecian Ptolemy *. A remnant of 
Christian natives had promoted the success of the 
Normans ; they were rewarded by the triumph of 
the Cross. The island was restored to the juris- 
diction of the Roman pontiff; new bishops were 
planted in the principal cities; and the clergy was 
satisfied by a liberal endowment of churches and 
monasteries. Yet the Catholic hero asserted the 
rights of the civil magistrate. Instead of resigning 
the investiture of benefices, he dexterously applied 
to his own profit the papal claims : The supre^ 
macy of the crown was secured and enlarged, by 
the singular bull, which declares the princes of 
Sicily hereditary and perpetual legates of the Holy 
Seef. 
Robert in- * To Robert Guiscard, the conquest of Sicily 
Eastern was more glorious than beneficial : The possession 
^^"^» of Apulia and Calabria was inadequate to his 
1061. ambition ; and he resolved tb embrace or crestbe 

tfee 

* John Leo ^kr^ de Medieis et Philosophis ArabTbus, o» 
14. apud Fabric. Bibliot. Graec. torn, xiii.. p. 278, 2*^9. ThJ^ 
philosopher is named Esseriph Essachalli, and he died in Africa, 
A, H. 516, A, D. 1 1 22. Yet this story bears a strange re- 
semblance to the Sherif ad Edrissi, who presented his b|Ook 
(Geographia Nubiensis, see preface, p. 88. 90. 170.) to Roger 
itingof Sicily, A H. C48, A. D, 1153, (d'Herbelot, Biblio- 
theque Orientale, p. 786. Prideaux's Lire of Mahomet, p. i88t 
Petit de la Croix, Hist, de Gengiscan, p. 535, 536. Casiri, 
Bibliot. Arab. Hibpan. torn. ii. p. 9— -13.) and I am afraid of 
i^me mistake. 

t Malaterra remarks the foundation of the bishoprics, (1. iv. 
c. 7.) and produces the original of the bull, (1. iv. c. 29.) 
Giannone ogives a rational idea of this privilege, and the tribun^ 
of the monarchy pf Sicily (torn. ii. p. 95— jot.) and 5t Marc 
(Abrege, torn. iii. p. 217 — 30 y, first column) labours the ciase 



with the diligence of a Sicilian lawyer. 
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the first occasion of invading, perhaps of subduing chap. 
the Roman empire of the East *. From his first lvi'. 
wife, the partner of his humble fortunes, he had '' » 
been divorced under the pretence of consanguinity; 
and her son Boheinond was destined to imitate^ 
rather than to succeed, bis illustrious father. The 
second wife of Guiscard was the daughter of thd 
princes of Salerno ; the Lombards acquiesced in 
the lineal succession of their son l^oger ; their five 
daughters were given in honourable nuptials f , 
and one of them was betrothed, in a tender age, 
to Constantine, a beautiful youth, the son and 
heir of the emperor Michael J. But the throne of 
Constantinople was shaken by a revolution ; the im- 
perial family of Ducas was confined to the palace or 
the cloister ; and Robert deplored, and resented, 
the disgrace of his daughter and the expulsion of hia 
ally. A Greek, who stiled himself the father of 
Constantine, soon appeared at Salerno, and related 

the 

* Tn the first expedition of Robert against the Greeks, 1 
fellow Anna Comnena, (the first, third, fonrth,^ and fifth books of 
the Alexiad,) William Appulus, (1. fourth, and fifth, p. 270—* 
275.) and Jeffirey Malaterra, (1. iii. c. 13, 14. 24-^29. 59*) 
Their information is contemporary and authentic, but none of 
Ihem were eye witnesses of the war. 

I One of them was married to Hugh, the son of Azzo, Or 
AxOy a marquis of Lombardy, rich, powerful, and nobiej (Gulielm* 
Appul. 1. lii. p. '267*) in the eleventh centinj, and whose an- 
cestors in the tenth and ninth are explored by tiie critical in- 
dustry of Leibnitz and Muratori. From the two elder sons of 
the marquis Azzo, are derived the illustrious lines of Brunswick 
and Este. See Muratori, Antichitas Estense. 

t Anna Comnena, somewhat too wantonly, praises and be- 
wails that handsome boy, who, after the rupture of his barbaric 
jiuptials, (1. i, p. 23.) was betrothed as her husband ; he was 
«y«>pi» ff^vTtmt • • . • etv X**i*'* ^tXtrifiuifiiu, .... x^vvn yiwi. 
«TO|^^0y^ *&c. (p. 27.) Elsewhere, she describes the red "^nd 
white of his skin, his hawk's eyes, &c. 1« iii. p. 71* 
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CHAP, the adventures of his fall and flight. That uhfof- 
Lvi. tunate friend was acknowledged by the duke, and 

' adorned with the pomp and titles of Imperial 

dignity : In his triumphal progress through Apulia 
and Calabria, Michael ^ was saluted with the 
tears and acclamations of the people ; and pope 
Gregory the seventh exhorted the bishops to preach, 
and the Catholics to fight, in the pious works of 
»his restoration. His conversations with Robert 
were frequent and familiar ; and their mutual 
promises were justified by the valour of the Nor- 
mans and the treasures of the East. Yet this Mi- 
chael, by the confession of the Greeks "and Latins, 
was a pageant and an impostor; a monk yrho had 
fled from his convent, or a domestic who had served 
in l^e palace. The fraud had been contrived by 
the subtle Guiscard; and he trusted, that after this 
prete;ider had given a decent colour to his arms, 
he would sink, at the nod of the conqueror, into 
his primitive obscurity.' But victory was the only 
^ argument that could determine the belief of the 
Greeks ; and the ardour of the Latins was much 
inferior to their credulity : The Norman veterans 
vnshed to enjoy the harvest of their toils, and the 
unwarlike Italians trembled at the known and 
unknown dangers of a transmarine expedition. 
In his new levies, Robert exerted the influence of 

gifte 

* Anna Commena, 1. i. p. 28, 29. Gulielm. Appul. 1.' iv. p. 

©71, Galfrid Malaterra, 1. iii. c. 13. p. 579, 580. Malaterra fe 

' more cautious in his stile; but the Apa}ian is bold and ]f)os4tiVe;. 

Mentitus se Michaelem 
Venerat a Danais quidam seductor ad illuni- ' 
As Gregory VIL had believed, Baron iu«, almost alone, rc>- 
cognizes the emperor Michael, (A. D. 1080, No 44.) 
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gifls and the promises, terrors of civil mid ecclesi- c h a p^ 
astical authority ; and some acts of violence might i-vi. 
justify the reproach, that age and infimcy wqre ' ^- -'»'' 
pressed without distinction into the service of their 
unrelenting prince. After two years incessant 
preparations, the land and naval forces were 
assembled at Otranto, at the heel, or extreme 
promontory of Italy ; and Robert was accompa- 
nied by his wife, who fought by his side, his son 
Bohemond, and the representative of the emperor 
Michael. Thirteen hundred knights * of Nor- 
man race or discipline, formed the sinews of the 
army, which might be swelled to thirty thou- 
sand f followers of every denomination. , The 
men, the horses, the arms, the engines, the 
wooden towers, covered with raw hides, were 
embarked on board one hundred and fifty vessels; 
the transports had been built in the ports of Italy, 
and the gallies were supplied by the alliance of 
the republic of Ragusa. 

At the mouth of the Adriatic gulf, the shores Siege of 
of Italy and Epirus inchne towards each other. ^^^^^^ 
The space between Brundusium andDurazzo, the losi, 
Roman passage, is no more than one hundred ® ^^* 

miles; 

* Ipse armate milttie non plusquam mcoc milites secuni ha- 
buisse, ab eis qui eidem negotio interfuenuxt attestatur, (Mal»* « 

terra, 1. iii. c. 24. p. 583.) These are the same whom the 
Apidian (1. iv. p. 273.) stiles tl*e equestris gens ducis, equites 
de gente ducis. 

. t £f$ r^MMMVTtf x/iXttAt(i says Anna Comnena, (Alexias, 1. i. 
p. 37.) and her account tallies with the number and lading of 
the ships. Ivit in D.yn'achium cum xv inillibus hominum, says . 
the Chronicon Breve Normannicum, (Muratori, Scriptores, torn. 
T. p. 378.) I have endeavoured to reconcile these reckonings. 
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CHAP, the victory of the second day was decided by the 
LVi. dexterity of their evoliltions, the station of theil: 
^ archers, the weight of their javelins, and the 
borrowed aid of the Greek' fire. The Apulian 
and Ragusian vessels fled to the shore, several were 
cut from their cables and dragged away by the 
conqueror; and a sally from the town carried 
slaughter and dismay to the tents of the Norman 
duke. A seasonable relief was poured into Du- 
razzo, and as soon as the besiegers had lost the 
command of the sea, the islands and maritime 
towns withdrew from the camp the supply of tri- 
bute and provision. That camp was soon afflicted 
with a pestilential disease ; five hundred knights 
perished by an inglorious de?ith; and the list of 
burials (if all could obtain a decent burial) a- 
mounted to ten thousand persons. Under these 
calamities, the mind of Guiscard alone was firm 
" ^ and invincible : And while he collected new forces 

from Apulia and Sicily, he battered, or scaled, 
or sapped, the walls of Durazzo. But his in- 
dustry and valour were encountered by equal 
» valour and more perfect industry. A moveable 
' turret, of a size and capacity to contain five 
hundred soldiers, had been rolled forwards to the 
foot of the rampart: But the descent of the door 
of draw-bridge was checked by an enormous 
beam, and the wooden structure was instantly 
consumed by artificial flames. 
The army While the Roman empire was attacked by the 
of th^'lm^ Turks in the East and the Normans in the West, 
peror the aged successor of Michael surrendered the 
April—' sceptre to the hands of Alexius, an illustrious 
Scpttm- captain, 

i)er. 
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captain, and the founder of the Comneilian dy- chap. 
nasty. The princess Anne, his daughter and lvi. 
historian, observes, in her affected stile, that 
even Hercules was unequal to a double combat ; 
and, on this principle, she approves an hasty 
peace with the Turks, which allowed her father 
to undertake in person the relief of Durazzo. On 
his accession, Alexius found the camp without 
soldiers, and the treasury without money; yet 
such were the vigour and activity of his measures, 
that, in six months, he assembled an army of 
seventy thousand men *, and performed a march 
of five hundred miles. His troops were levied in 
Europe and Asia, from Peloponnesus to the Black 
Sea ; his majesty was displayed in the silver arms 
and rich trappings of the comt)anies of horse- 
guards; and the emperor was attended by a 
train of nobles and princes, some of whom, in 
rapid succession, had been clothed with the pur- 
ple, and were indulged by the lenity of the times 
in a life of affluence 'and dignity^ Their youth- 
ful ardour might animate the multitude*; but 
their love of pleasure and contempt of jiubordi- 
nation were pregnant with disorder and mischief; 
and their importunate clamours for speedy and 
decisive action disconcerted the prudence of 

U 2 Alexius, 

* Muratori (Annali d' Italia, torn. ix. p. 136, 137.) observes, 
that some authors (Petrus Diacon. Chron. Casinen. 1. iii. c. 49.) 
compose the Greek army of 170,000 men, but that the hundred 
may be struck off, and that Malaterra reckons only 70,000 ; a 
slight inattention. The passage to which he alludes is in the 
Chionicle of Lupus Protospata, (Script. Ital. tom. v. p. 45.) 
Malaterra (1. iv. c. 27.) speaks in high, but indefinite terms, 
of the emperor, cum copiis innumerabilibus ; like the Apulian 
poet, (1. iv. p. 272.) 

More locustarum montes et plana teguntur. 
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CHAP. Alexius, who might have surrounded and starved 
LVi. the besieging army. The enumeration of pro- 
vinces recalk a sad comparison of the past and 
present limits of the Roman world : The raw 
levies were drawn together in haste and terror ; 
and the garrisons of Anatolia, or Asia Minor, 
had been purchased by the evacuation of the 
cities which were immediately occupied by the 
Turks. The strength of the Greek army con- 
sisted in the Varangians, the Scandinavian guards, 
whose numbers were recently augmented by a 
colorfy of exiles and volunteers from the British 
island of Thule. Under the yoke of the Norman 
conqueror, the Danes and English were oppressed 
and united : A band of adventurous youths re- 
solved to desert a land of slavery ; the sea was 
open to their escape ; and, in their long pilgrim- 
age, they visited every coast that afforded any 
hope of liberty and Tevenge. They were enter- 
tained in the service of the Greek* emperor ; and 
their first station was in a new <:ity on the Asiatic 
shore : But Alexius soon recalled them to the de- 
fence of his person and palace ; and bequeathed 
to his successors the inheritance of their faith 
and valour *. The name of a Norman invader 
revived the memory of their wrongs : They 
marched with alacrity against the national foe, 
and panted to regain in Epirus, the glory which 
they had lost in the battle of Hastings. The 

Varangians 

* See William of Malmsbury, dc Gestis Anglorum, 1. ii. p. 
92. Alexius fidem Anglorum suscipiens praedpuis familiarita- 
tibus sui« eos applicabat, amorera eorum filio transcribens. Ot- 
dericus Vitalis (Hist. Eccles. 1. iv. p. 508. 1. vii. p. 641.) re- 
lates their emigration from England, and their service in Greece. 
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Varangian5 were supported by some companies of x: h a p. 
Franks or Latins ; and the rebels, who hUd fled lvi. 
to Constantinople from the tyranny of Guiscard, '""*^' ' 
were eager to signalise their zeal, and gratify their 
revenge. In this emergency, the emperor had 
not disdained the impure aid of the Paulicians or 
Manichaeans of Thrace and Bulgaria ; and these 
heretics united with the patience of martyrdom, 
the spirit and discipline of active valour *. The 
treaty with the sultan had procured a supply of 
some thousand Turks ; and the arrows of the 
Scythian horse were opposed to the lances of 
the Norman cavalry. On the report and distant 
prospect of these formidable numbers, Robert 
assembled a council of his principal officers. 
" You behold," said he, " your danger; it is 
" urgent and inevitable. The hills are covered 
** with arms and standards; and the emperor 
" of the Greeks is accustomed to wars and tri- 
" umphs. Obedience and union are our only 
** safety ; and I am ready to yield the command 
" to a more worthy leader." The vote and ac- 
clamation, even of his secret enemies, assured 
him, in that perilous moment, of their festeem 
and" confidence; and the duke thus continued : 
" Let us trust in the rewards of victory, and 
" deprive cowardice of the means of escape. 
" Let us buru our vessels and our baggage, 
" and give battle on this spot, as if it were the 
** place of our nativity and our burial." The re- 
solution was unanimpiisly approved ; and, with- . 
U 3 out 



* See the Apulian, 1. i. p. 256. The character and story of 
these Manichaeans has been the subject of the fifty-fourth chapter. 
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CHAP, out confining himself to his lines, Guiscard a- 
Lvi. waited in battle-array the nearer approach of the 
^■"'' V ' enemy. His rear was covered by a small river ; 
his right wing extended to the sea ; his left to the 
hills ; nor was he conscious, perhaps, that on the 
» same ground Caesar and Pompey had formerly 

disputed the empire of the world *. 
Battle of Against the advice of his wisest captains, Alex- 
Diirazzo, ius resolved to risk the event of a general action, 
1081 6c- ^^^ exhorted the garrison of Durazxo to assist 
tober 18. their own deUverance by a well-timed sally from 
the town. He marched in two columns to sur- 
prise the Normans, before day-break, on two dif- 
ferent sides : His light cavalry was scattered over 
the plain ; the archers formed the second line ; 
• and the Varangians claimed the honours of the 
van-guard. In the first onset, the battle-axes of 
the strangers made a deep and bloody impression 
on the army of Guiscard, which was now re- 
duced to fifteen thousand men. The Lombards 
and Calabrians ignominiously turned their backs ; 
they fled towards the river and the sea ; but the 
bridge kad been broken down to check the sally of 
the garrison, and the coast was lined with the 
Venetian gallies, who played their engines among 
the disorderly throng. On the verge of ruin, 
they were saved by the spirit and conduct of their 
chiefs. Gaita, the wife of Robert, is painted 
by the Greeks as a • warlike Amazon, a second 
Pallas ; less skilful in arts, but not less terrible in 

arms, 

* See the simple and masterly narrative of Caesar himself, 
(Comment, de Bell. Civil, iii. 41 — 75.) It is pity that Quin- 
tus Icilius (M. Guischard) did not live to analise these opera- 
tions, as he has done the campaigns of Africa and Spain. 
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arms, thaa the Athenian goddess * : Though chap. 
wounded by an arrow, she stood her ground, and i-vi. 
strove, by her exhortation and example, to raHy — "^""^ 
the flying, troops f • Her female voice was se- 
conded by the more powerful voice aod arm of 
the Norman duke, as calm in action as he was 
magnanimous in council: ** Whither," he cried 
aloud, " whither do ye fly? your enemy isim- 
" placable J and death is less grievous than servi- 
*' tude." The mon>ent was decisive ; As the 
Varangians advanced before the Une, |hey dis- 
cayered the nakedness of their flanks; the main 
battle of the duke^ of eight hundred knights, stood 
firm and entire; they couched their lances, and 
the Greeks deplore the furious and irresistible 
shock of the French cavalry J, Alexius was not 
U 4 deficient 

* lUAXtfi; «AA]f Mfty ^n Atf«fjj, which is very properly trans- 
lated by the president Cousin, (Hist, de Constantinople, torn. 
Tv. 1^. 13 1, in i2mo.) qui coinbattoit comme une PaUas, quoi- 
quelle ne f4t pas aussi savante que celle d'Athenes. The Gre- 
cian goddess was composed of two discordant characters, o£ 
Neith, the workwoman of Sais in Egypt, and a virgin of Ama- 
ion of the Tritonian Lake in Lybia, (Banier, Mytliologie, torn, 
iv, p. I— 31. in i2mo.) 

t Anna Comnena (1. iv. p. 116.) admires, with some de- 
gree of terror, her masculine virtues. They were more fami- 
liar to the Latins; and though the Apulian (1. iv. p. 273.) 
mentions her presence and her wound, he represents her as far 
less intrepid. 

Uxor in hoc bcllo Roberti forte sagitta 

Qu^dam Isesa fuit; quo vulnere tcrrita nullara 

Dum sperabat opem se poene subegnat hosti. 
The last is an unlucky word for a female prisoner. 

. T/jy xMr» TMf fiy«yTi4tfy tTrwaLv^M rm KiArA^y uvvTTOifcf, (Anna, 1. v. 
p. 133.) and elsewhere km yec^ K<AT«f «y«g vtt^ tTr^^tsfitus fcvt 
afvjrur6f t«f ^^nf^ luu r^y ^My f$-<y, (p. 140.} The pedantry of 
the princess in the choice of classic appellations, encouraged 
Ducange to apply to his countrymen the characters of the an- 
cient Gauls. 
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defitient in the duties of a soldier or a general ; 
but he, no sooner beheld the slaughter t)f the 
Varangians, and the flight of the Turks, than- 
he despised his subjects and despaired of his for- 
jtune. The princess Anne, who drops a tear on 
this melancholy event, is reduced to praise the 
strength and swiftpess of her father's horse, and 
his vigorous struggle, when he w^s almost over- 
thrown by the stroke of a lance, which had shi- 
vered the Imperial helmet. His desperate va- 
lour broke through a squadron of Franks who 
opposed his flight; and, after wandering two 
days and ais many nights in the mountains, he 
found some repose of body, though not of mind, 
in the walls of Lychnidus. The victorious Ro- 
bert reproached the tardy and feeble pursuit 
which bsid suffered the escape of so illustrious a 
prize; but he consoled his disappointment by 
the trophies and standards ' of the field, the 
w^ealth and luxury of the Byzantine camp, ^nd 
the glory of defeating an army five times more 
numerous than his own. A multitude of Italians 
had been the victims of their own fears; but 
only thirty of his knights were slain in this. me- 
morable day. In the Roman host, the loss of 
Greeks, Turks, and English^ amounted to five 
or six thousand * : The plain of Durazzo was 
stained with noble and royal blood; and the end 
of the impostor Michael was more honourable 
than his life. 

It 

* Lupu§ Protospata (torn. iii. p. 45.) says 6000; William 
the Apulian luorq than 5000, (1. iv. p. 273.) Their, modesty 
is singular and laudable : They might with so little trouble 
have slain two or three myriads of schismatics and jnfidels ! 
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It is more than probable that Guiscard was chap. 
not afflicted by the loss of a costly pageant, i-vi. 
which had merited only the contempt and*de- ' * 

^ , ^ 1 \ n 1 . 1 i- t Durazzo 

nsion of the Greeks. After their defeat, they taken, 
still persevered in the defence of Durazzo ; and ^^' 
a Venetian commander supplied the place of Feb. 8." 
^ George Palaeologus, who had been imprudently 
called away from his station. The tents of the 
besiegers were converted into barracks, to sustain 
the inclemency of the winter ; and in answer to 
the defiance of the garrison, Robert insinuated, 
that his patience was at least equal to their ob- 
stinacy *. Perhaps he already trusted to his se- 
cret correspondence with a Venetian noble; whg 
sold the city for a rich and honourable marriage. 
At the dead of night several* rope-ladders were 
dropped from the walls ; the light Galabrians 
ascended in silence; and the Greeks were 
awakened by the name and trumpets of the 
conqueror. Yet they defended the street three 
days against an enemy already master of the ram- 
part; and near seven months elapsed between 
the first investment and the final surrender of 
the place. From Durazzo, the Norman duke 
advanced into the heart of -Epirus or Albania; 
traversed the first mountains of Thessaly; sur- 
prised three hundred English in the city of Cas- / 
toria; approached Thessalonica; and made Con- 
stantinople tremble. A more pressing duty sus- 
pended 

* The Romans had changed the inauspicious name oiEfi-dam* 
nus to Dyrrachium ; (Plin. iii. 26.) and the vulgar corruption of 
Duracium (see Malaterra) bore sopie affinity to hardness. One 
of Robert's names was Durand, a durando: Poor wit ! (Alberic. 
Monach in Chron. apud Muratori Annali d' Italia, torn, ix. p. 
137-)- 
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CHAP, pended the prosecution of his ambitious designs. 
LVi. By shipwreck, pestilence, and the sword, his 
w army was reduced to a third of the original 
numbers ;. and instead of being rocruited from 
Italy, he was informed, by plaintive epistles, of 
the mischiefe and dangers which had been pro- 
duced by his absence; the revolt of the cities 
and barons of Apulia j the distress of the pope; 
and the approach otr invasion of Henry king c£ 
Beturn of Germany. Highly pres\miing that his .person 
smd^^ was sufficient for the public safety, he repassed 
tions of the sea in a single brigantine, and left the re- 
jnond. mains of i the army under the command of his son 
and the Norman counts^ exhorting Bohemond to 
respect the freedom of his peers, and the counts 
to obey the. authority of their leader. The sc«i 
of Guiscard trod in, the footsteps of his father; 
and the two destroyers are compared,, hy the 
Greeks, to the caterpillar and the locust^ the test 
of whom devours whatever has escaped the teeth 
of the former *. After winning two battles 
against the emperor, he descended into the plain 
of Tbessaly, and besieged Larissa, the fabulous 
realm of Achilles f , which contained the treasure 
and magazines of the Byzantine camp. Yet 



• ^ B^h;^; Kut OK^iixs UTTiv <ty rt^ uvrni vetn^et x^i viov^ (Anna, 
1. i. p. 35.) By these similics, so dilFerent from those of Ho- 
jner, she wishes to inspire contempt as well as horror for the 
little noxious animal, a conqueror. Most unfortunately, the 
common sense, or common nonsense, of mankind resists her 
laudable design. 

t Prodi it hac auctor Trojanae cladis Achilles. 
The supposition of the Apulian (1. v. p, 275.) may be excused 
by the more classic poetry of Virgil, (iEneid II. 197.) Laris- 
saus Achilles, but it is not justified by the geography of Ho- 
mer. " 
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a just praise must not be refused to the fortitude chap. 
and prudence of Alexius, who bravely struggled lvi. 
with the calamities of the times. In the poverty ' ^ ' 
of the ^tate/he presumed to borrow the super- 
fluous ornaments of the churches ; the desertiori • 
of the Manichseans was supplied by some tribes 
of Moldavia ; a reinforcement of seven thousand 
Turks replaced and revenged the loss of their 
brethjren ; and the Greek soldiers were exercised 
to ride, to draw the bow, and to the daily prac- 
tice of ambuscades and evolutions. Alexius had 
been taught by experience, that the formidable 
cavalry of the Franks on foot was unfit for ac- 
tion, and almost incapable of motion * ; his arch- 
ers were directed to aim their arrows at the horse 
rather than the man ; and a variety of spikes and 
snares was scattered over the ground on which 
he might expect an attack. In the neighbour- 
hood of Larissa the events of war were protracted 
and balanced. The courage of Bohemond was 
always conspicuous, and often successful ; but 
his camp was pillaged by a stratagem of the 
Greeks ; the city was impregnable ; and the venal 
or discontented counts deserted his^ standard,' be- 
trayed their trusts, and enlisted in the service 
of the emperor. Alexius returned to Constanti- 
nople with the advantage, rather than the ho- 
nour, 

* The rm Tnhxay Tr^oxXftetrct, which incumbered the knights 
on foot, have been ignorantly translated spurs, (Anna Comnena, 
Alexias, 1. v, p. 140.) Ducange has explained the true sense 
by a ridiculous and inconvenient fashion, which lasted from the 
eleventh to the fifteenth century. These peaks, in the form of 
a scorpion, were sometimes two feet, and fastened to th^ knee 
with a silver chain. 
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CHAP, nour, of victory. After evacuating the conquests- 
LVi. which he could no longer defend, the son of 
*-^v—^ . Guiscard embarked for Italy, and was embraced 
by a father who esteemed his merit, and sympa- 
thised in his misfortune. 
The em- Of ^^^ Latin princes, the allies of Alexius and 
^ror enemies of Robert, the most prompt and power- 
invited by ful was Henry the third or fourth, king of Ger- 
^ , many and Italy, and future emperor of the West. 
A. d! The epistle of the Greek monarch * to bis bro^ 
.1081. ^Yiev is filled with the warmest professions of 
friendship, and the most lively desire of strength- 
ening their alliance by every public and private 
tie. He congratulates Henry on his success in 
a just and pious war, and complains that the 
prosperity of his own empire is disturbed by the 
audacious enterprises of the Norman Robert. 
The list of his presents expresses the manners of 
' the age, a radiated crown of gold, a cross set 
with pearls, to hang on the breast, a case of re- 
lics, with the names and titles of Jhe saints, a 
vase of crystal, a vase of sardonyx, some balm, 
mo3t probably of Mecca, and one hundred pieces 
of purplce T^o th^se he added a more solid 
present, of one hundred and forty-four thousand . 
Byzantines of gold, with a farther assutance of 
two hundred and sixteen thousand, so soon as 
Henry should have entered in arms the Apulian 

territories, 

* The epistle itself (Alexias, 1. iii. p. 93, 94, 95.) well de- 
serves to be read. There is one expression, tcr^oTnXbcvv ^sJ«^s- 
wjr fiirec x^vo-»^iit, which Ducange does not understand ; I have 
endeavoured to. grope out a tolerable meaning ; ^^vrx^tov, is a 
golden crown ; ecf^oTnXsxv^y is explained by Simon Fortius, (in 
Lexico Graeco-Barbar.) by Mgxvm} ?rg»)r»)g, a flash of lightning. • 
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territories, and confirmed by an oath the league chap. 
against the common enemy. The German *, lvi. 
who was abeady in Lombardy, at the head of an ' 
army and a faction, accepted these liberal offers, . « 
and marched towards the south : His speed Was 
checked by the sound of the battle of Durazzo ; 
but the influence of his arms or name, in the 
hasty return of Robert, was a full equivalent for 
the Grecian bribe. Henry was the severe ad- 
versary of the Normans, the allies and vassals 
of Gregory the seventh, his implacable foe. The 
long quarrel of the throne and mitre had been 
recently kindled by the zeal and ambition of 
that haughty priest f : The king and the pope 
had degraded each other ; and each had seated 
a rival on the temporal or spiritual throne of his 
antagonist. After the defeat and death of his 
Swabian rebel, Henry descended into Italy, to 
assume the Imperial crown, and to drive from 
the Vatican the tyrant of the church J. But 
the Roman people adhered to the cause of Gre- 
gory : 

* For these general events I must refer to the general histo- 
rians Sigonius, Baronius, Muratori, Mosheim, St Marc, &c. 

t The lives of Gregory VII. are cither legends or invectives; 
(St Marc, Abreg^, torn. iii. p. 235, &c.) and his miraculous 
or magical performances are alike incredible to a modern reader. 
He will; as usual, find some instruction in Le Clerc, (Vie dc 
Hildebrand, Bibliot. ancienne et moderne, tom. yiii.) and 
much amusement in Bayle, (Dictionaire Critique, Gregoire VII.) 
.That pope was undoubtedily a great man, a second Athanasius, 
in a more fortunate age of the church. May I presume to add, 
that the portrait of Athanasius is one of the passages of my his- 
tory (vol. iii. p. 356, &c.) with which I am the least dissatisfied ? 

i Anna," with the rancour 6f a Greek schismatic, calls him 
xccTctTFTvr^q. 0vr9s lUcTTo^j (I. i. p. 32.) a pope, or priest, worthy 

t« • 
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CHAP, gory : Their resolution was fortified by supplies 
Lvi. of men and money from Apulia ; and the city 
' was thrice ineffectually besieged by the king of 
. • Germany. In the fourth year he corrupted, as 
Rome, * it is said, with Byzantine gold, the nobles of 
loei— Rome, whose estates and castles bad been ruined 
1084. by the v/ar. The gates, the bridges, and fifty 
1084. ' hostages, were delivered into his hands : The an- 
March 31. tipope, Clement the third, was consecrated in the 
81." Lateran : The grateful pontiff crowned his pro- 
tector in the Vatican ; and the. emperor Henry 
fixed his residence in the Capitol, as the lawful 
successor of Augustus and Charlemagne. The 
ruins of the Septizonium were still defended by 
the nephew of Gregory : The pope himself was 
invested in the castle of St Angelo ; and his last 
hope was in the courage and fidelity of his Nor- 
man vassal. Their friendship had been interrupt- 
ed by some reciprocal injuries and complaints ; 
but, on this pressing occasion, Guiscard was urged 
by the obligation of his oath, by his interest, 
more potent than oaths, by the love of fame, and 
his enmity to the two emperors. Unfurling the 
holy banner, he resolved to fly to the relief of the 
prince of the apostles : The most numerous of his 
armies, six thousand horse, and thirty thousand 
foot, was instantly assembled; and his march 
from Salerno to Rome was animated by the pub- 
lic applause and the promise of the divine favour. 
Henry, invincible in sixty-six battles, trembled 

at 

to be spit upon ; and accuses him of scourging, shaving, per- 
haps of castrating, the ambassadors of Henry, 5** 3^* 33*) ^^' 
this outrage is improbable and doubtful ^ (see the sensible pre- 
face of Cousin.) 
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at his approach; recollected some iridispensable chap. 
affairs that required his presence in- Lombardy; lvi. 
exhorted the Romans to persevere in their alle- ' v ^ 
giance; and hastily retreated three days before Flies be- 
the entrance of the Normans, In less than three ^^^ ^^ 

bert; 

years, the son of Tancred of Hauteville enjoyed May. 
the glory of deUvering the pope, and of com- 
pelling the two emperors of the East and West 
to fly before his victorious arms *• But the 
triumph of Robert was clouded by the calamities 
of Rome. By the aid of the friends of Gregory, 
the walls had been perforated or scaled; but the 
Imperial faction was still powerful and active i 
on the third day, the people rose in a furious 
tumult; and an hasty word of the conqueror, 
in his defence or revenge, was the signal of 
fire and pillage f . The Saracens of Sicily, the 
subjects of Roger, and auxiliaries of his brother, 
embraced this fair occasion of rifling and pro- 
faning the holy city of the Christians: Many 
thousands of the citizens, in the sight, and by 
the allies, of their spiritual father, were exposed 
to violation, captivity, or death; and a spacious 

quarter 

* Sic uno tempore vied 

Suiit terrae Domini duo ; rex Alemannicus iste, 

Imperii rector Romani maximus ille. 

Alter ad arma mens armis supers^ur ; et alter 

Nominis auditi solk formidine cessit. 
It is singular enough, that the Apulian, a Latin, should dis- 
tinguish the Greek as the ruler of the Roman empire, (1, iv. 
p. 274.) 

t The narrative of Malaterra (1. iii. c. 37. p. 587, 588.) is 
authentic, circumstantial, and fair. Dux ignem exclamans 
urbe incensa, &c. The Apulian softens the mischief, (inde 
quihusdam aedibus exustis,) which is again exaggerated in some 
partial Chronicles, (Muratori Annali, tom, ix. p, 147.) 
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CHAP, quarter of the city, from- the Lateran to the 
Lvi. Coliseum, was consumed by the flames, and de- 
' voted to perpetual solitude *. From a city, where 

he was now hated, and might be no longer feared, 
Gregory retired to end his days in the palace of 
Salerno. The artful pontiflf might flatter the 
vanity of Guiscard, with the hope of a Roman 
or Imperial crown; but this dangerous measure, 
which would have inflamed .ttie ambition of the 
Norman, must for ever have alienated the most 
faithful princes of Germany. 
Second The deliverer and scourge of Rome might 

•ti^f ^^^^ indulged himself in a season of repose; but 
Hobert in the same year of the flight of the German em- 
Greece peror, the indefatigable Robert resiuned the de- 
^^' sign of his eastern conquests. The zeal or gra- 
October, titude of Gregory had promised to his valour 
tfie kingdoms of Greece and Asia f ; his troops 
were assembled in arms, flushed with success, 
and eager for action. Their numbers, in the 
language of Hom^r, are compared by Anna 
to a swarm of bees J; yet the utmost and mo- 

derate 

* After mentioning this devastation, the Jesuit Donatus (de 
Roma veteri et nova, 1. iv. c. 8. p. 489.) prettily adds, Doraiet 
hodieque in Celio nionte interque ipsum et capitolium misera- 
bilis facies prostrate urbis, nisi in hortomm vinetorumque 
amaenitatem Roma resurrexisset ut perpetua viriditate contege- 
ret vulnera et ruinas suas. 

t The royalty of Robert, either promised, or bestowed by 
the pope, (Anna, L i. p. 32.} is sufhciently confirmed bj tlie 
Apulian, (1. iv, p. 470.) 

Romani regni sibi promisisse coronam : 
Papa ferabatm-. 
Nor can I understand why Gretser, and the other papal advo- 
cates, should be displeased with this new instance of apostolic 
jurisdiction, 

X See Homer, Iliad B. (I hate this pedantic mode of quotl^ 
tion by the letters of the Greek alphabet,) 87, &9. His bees' 
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derate linoiits of the powers of Guiscard have Ipeen en A p. 
already defined ; they were contained on this Lvi. 
second occasion in one hundred and twenty ves- '"' ^ '"■' 
sels; and as the season was far advanced, the 
harbour of Brundusium * was preferred to the 
open road of Otranto. Alexius, apprehensive of 
a second attack, had assiduously laboured to re- 
store the naval forces of the empire ; and obtained 
from the republic of Venice an important succour 
of thirty-six transports, fourteen gallies, and nine 
galeots or ships of extraordinary strength and 
magnitude. Their services were liberally paid 
by the licence or monopoly of trade, a profitable^ 
gift of many shops and houses in the port of 
Constantinople, and a tribute to St Mark, the 
more acceptable, as it was the produce of a tax 
on their rivals of Amalphi, By the union of the 
Greeks and Venetians, the Adriatic was covered 
with an hostile fleet ;, but thsir own neglect, or 
the vijgilance of Robert, the change of a wind, or 
the shelter of a mist, opened a free passage ; and 
the Norman troops were safely disembarked on ^ 
the coast of Epirus. With twenty strong and 
well-appointed gallies, their intrepid duke imme- 
diately fought the enemy, and though more ac- 
customed to fight on horseback, he trusted his 
- Vol. X. , X own 



^are the image of a disorderly crowd; their discipline and public 

* worts seem tb be the ideas of a later age, (Virgil, jffineid. 1. i.) 
* Gulielm. Appulus, L v. p. 276. The admirable port of 
Brundusium was double; the outward harbour was a gulpK 
covered by an island, and narrowing by degrees, till it commu- 
nicated by a small gullet with the inner harbour, which em- 
braced the city on both sides. Caesar and nature have laboured 
for its rain ; and against such agents, what are the feeble efforts 

'of the Neapolitan.government? -{Swinburne's Travels in the 

,fwo Sicilies, vol. i. p. 384 — 390.) 
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CHAP, own life, and the lives of his brother and two- 
L^i. sons, to the event of a naval combat. The domi- 
nion of the sea was disputed in three engage- 
ments, in sight of the island of Corfu ; in the 
two former, the skill and numbers of the allies 
Were superior; but in the third, the Normans ob- 
tained a final and complete victory *. The light 
brigantihes of the Greeks were scattered in igno- 
minious flight ; the nine castles of the Venetians 
maintained a more obstinate conflict; seven were 
sunk, two were taken; two thousand five hundred 
captives implored in vain the mercy of the victor; 
and the daughter of Alexius deplores the loss of 
thirteen thousand of his subjects or allies. The 
want of experience had been supplied by the genius 
of Guiscard; and each evening, when he had 
Sounded a retreat, he calmly explored the causes 
of his repulse, and invented new methods how 
to remedy his own defects, and to bafile the 
advantages of the enemy. The winter season 
suspended his progress ; with the return of spring 
he again aspired to the conquest of Constan- 
tinople ; but, instead of traversing the hills of 
Epirus, he turned his arms against Greece and 
the islands, where the spoils would repay the 
labour, and where the land and sea forces might 
pursue their joint operations with vigour and ef- 
fect. But, in the isle of Cephalonia, his pro- 
jects 

* WiUiam of Apulia (i. v. p. 276.) describes the victory^of 
the Nortaans, and forgets the two previous defeats, which are 
dih'gently recorded by Anna Comnena, (I. vi. p. 159, 160, 
161.) In her turn, she invents or magnifies a fourth action, to 
give the Venetians revenge and rewards. Their own feelings 
were far different, since they deposed their doge, propter exci- 
dium stoli, (Dandulus in Chron. in Muratori, Script. Rerunr 
Italicarum, torn, xii. p. 249.) ^ , 
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jects were fatally blasted by an epidemical disease ; chap. 
Robert himself, in the seventieth year of his iage, i-vii 
expired in his tent; and a suspicion of poison ' ^ 
was imputed, by public rumour, to his wife, or a. d. 
to the Greek emperor *. This premature death j^y'17. 
might allow a boundless sco^ for the imagination 
of his future exploits: And the event sufficiently 
declares, that the Norman ffreatness was rounded 
on his life f . Without the appearance of an 
enemy, a victorious army dispersed or retreated 
in disorder and consternation; and Alexius, who 
had trembled for his empire, rejoiced in his 
deliverance. The galley which transported the 
remains of Guiscard was shipwrecked on the Ita- 
lian shore; but the duke*s body was recovered 
from the sea, and deposited in the sepulchre of 
Venusia J, a place more illustrious for the birth of 
X 2 Horace, 

* The most authentic writers, William of Apulia, (1. v. 277.) 
Jeffirey Malaterrai, (1. iii. c. 41. p. 589.) and Rom'uald of Salerno, 
'(Chron. in Muratori, Script. Rerum ltd. torn, vii.) arc ignorant 
of this crime so apparent to our countrymen William of Malms- 
bury, (1. iii. p. 107.) and Roger de Hoveden ; (p. 7 10. in Script, 
post Bedam,) and the latter can tell, how the just Alexius 
married, crowned, and burnt alive, his female accomplice. 
The English historian is indeed so blind, that he ranks Robert 
Guiscard, or Wiscard, among the knights of Henry I. who 
ascended the throne fiifteen years after the duke of Apulia's 
death, ' 

t The joyful Anna Comnena scatters some fbwers over the 
grave of an enemy; (Alexiad, 1. v. p. 162 — 166.) and his best 
praise is the esteem and envy of William the Conqueror, the 
sovereign of his family. Graecia (says Malaterra) hostibus re- 
cedentibus libera laeta quievit: Apulia tota sive Calabria turbatur. 

t Urbs Venusina nitet tantis decorata sepulcbris, 

is one of the last lines of the Apulian's poem, (i. v. p. 278.) 
William of Malmsbury (1. iii. p. 107.) inserts au epitaph on 
Gaiseard, which is not worth transcribing. 
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CHAP. Horace *, than for the burial of the Norman 
Lvi. heroes. Roger, his second son and successor, 
' immediately sunk to the humble station 'of a 

duke of Apulia : The esteem or partiality of his 
father left the valiant Bohemond to the inheri- 
tance of his sword. The national tranquillity 
was disturbed by his claims, till the first crusade 
against the infidels of the East opened a more 
splendid field of glory and conquest f . 
Reign and Qf human life, the most glorious or humble 
of Roger, prospects are alike and soon bounded by tBe 
oountof sepulchre; The male line of Robert Guiscard 
Sicily, was extinguished, both in Apulia and at Antioch, 
iioil- in the second generation; but his younger bro- 
il^ ?^'«., ther became the father of a line of kinffs; and 
Jfeb. So. ^ ' 

the son of the great count was endowed with 
the name, the conquests, and the spirit of the 
first Roger |. The heir of that Norman ad- 
venturer was born in Sicily: And, at the age 
of only four years, he succeeded to the sove- 
reignty of the island, a lot which reason might 
envy, could she indulge for a moment the vi- 
sionary, 

* Yet Horace had few obligations to Venusia: He was car- 
ried to Rome in his childhood; (Serm. i. 6.) and his repeated' 
. allusions to the doubtful limit of Apulia afid Lucania (Carm.. 
iii. 4. Serm. ii. i.) are unworthy of his age and genius. 

t See Giannone, (torn. ii. p. 88 — 93.) and the historians o£ 
the first crusade. 

X The reign of Roger, and the Norman kings of Sicily, fill* 
four books of the Istoria Civile of Giannone, (torn. ii. 1. xi— 
xiv. p. 136—340.) and is s.pread over the ninth and tenth vo- 
lumes of the Italian Annals of Muratori. In the Bibliotheque 
Italique (torn. i. p. 175-^222.) I find an useful abstract of 
Capecelatro, a modern Neapolitan, who has composed, in two 
volumes, the history of his country from Roger I. to Frederic 
II. inchisive. 
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sionary, though virtuous, wish of dominion, chap. 
Had Roger been content with his fruitful pa- lvi. 
trimony, an happy and grateful people might » ^ 
have blessed their benefactor; and, if a wise ad- 
ministration could have restored the prosperous 
times of the Greek colonies *, the opulence 
and power of Sicily alone might have equalled 
the widest scope that could be acquired and de- 
solated by the sword of war. But the ambition 
of the great count was ignorant of these noble 
pursuits; it was gratified by the vulgar means 
of violence and artifice. He sought to obtain 
the undivided possession of Palermo, of which 
one moiety had been ceded to the elder branch; 
struggled to enlarge his Calabrian limits beyond 
the measure of former treaties; and impatiently 
watched the declining health of his cousin William 
pf Apulia, the grandson of Robert. On the first ^^^^ of 
intelligence of his premature death, Roger sailed a. d. ' 
from Palermo with seven gallies, cast anchor in ^^^^^ 
the bay of Salerno, received, after ten days ne- 
gociation, an oath of fidelity from the Normaqi 
capital, commanded the submission of the barons, ' 
and extorted a legal investiture from the reluctant 
popes, who could not long endure either the 
friendship or enmity of a powerful vassal. The 
sacred spot of Benevento was respectfully spared, 
as the patrimony of St Peter ; but the reduction 
X3 of 

* According to the testimony of Philistus and Diodorus, the 
tyrant Dionyeius of Syracuse could maintain a standing force of 
10,000 horse, 100,000 foot, and 400 gallies. Compare Hume 
(Essays, vol.i. p. 268.435.) and his adversary "Wallace, (Num- 
bers of Mankind, p. 306, 307.) The ruins of Agrigentum are 
the theme of every traveller, d'Orville, Reidesel, Swinburne, &c. ■ 
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of Capua and Naples completed the design of hh 
uncle Guiscard; and the sole inheritance of the 
Norman conquests was possessed by the victori- 
ous Roger. A conscious superiority of power and 
merit prompted him to disdain the titles of duke 
and of count; and the isle of Sicily, with a third 
perhaps of the continent of Italy, might form 
the basis of a kingdom *, which would only yield 
to the monarchies of France and England. The 
chiefs of the nation who attended his coronation 
at Palermo, might doubtless pronounce imder 
what name he should reign oyer them; but the 
example of a Greek tyrant or a Saracen emir 
were insufficient to justify his regal character; 
and the nine kings of the Latin wqrld f might 
disclaim their new associate, unless he were con- 
secrated by the authority of the supreme pontiff* 
S^SicUy^ The pride of Anacletus ^as pleased to confer a 
A. D. title, which the pride of the Norman had stooped 
Dec/25. to solicit J; but his own legitimacy was attacked 

A.D. ^y tjig adverse election of Innocent the second: 
1189, -^ . ^ 

July 35. and while Anacletus sat in the Vatican, the suc- 
cessful 

* A contemporary historian of the acts of Roger from the 
year 11 27 to 1135, founds his title on merit and power, the 
consent of the barons, and the ancient royalty pf Sicily and 
Palermo, without introducing pope Anacletus, (Alexand. Cg&- 
nobii Telesini Abbatis de Rebus gestis Regis Rogerii, lib. iv, 
in Muratori, Script. Rerum Ital. torn. v. p. 607—645.) 

t The kings of France, England, Scotland, Castile, Arra- 
gon, Navarre, Sweden, Denmark, and Hungary. The three 
first were more ancient than Charlemagne ; the three next were 
created by their sword, the three last by their baptism ; and of 
these the king of Hungary alone was honoured or debased by 
a papal crown. 

t Fazellus, and a crowd of Sicilians, had imagined a more 
early and independent coronation, (A. D. 1130, May 1.) which 

Giannone 
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cessful fugitive was acknowledged by the nations g h a p, 
of Europe. The infant monarchy of Roger was lvi. 
4;haken, and almost overthrown, by the unlucky /" • 
choice of an ecclesiastical patron; and the sword 
of Lothaire the second of Germany, the excom- 
munications of Innocent, the fleets of Pisa, and 
the zeal of St Bernard, were united for the ruin 
of the Sicilian robber. After a gallant resistance, 
the Norman prince was driven from the continent 
of Italy ; a new duke of Apulia was invested by 
the pope and the emperor, each of whom held 
one end of the gonfanon^ or flag-staff, as a token 
that they asserted their right, and suspended their 
quarrel. But such jealous friendship was of short 
OTd precarious duration ; the German armies soon 
vanished in disease and desertion *; the Apulian 
duke, with all his adherants, was exterminated 
by a conqueror, who seldom forgave either the 
dead or the living ; like his predecessor Leo the 
ninth, the feeble though haughty pontiflf became 
the captive and friend of the Normans ; and their 
reconciliation was celebrated by the eloquence of 
Bernard, who now revered the title and virtues of 
Ihe king of Sicily. 

As a penance for this impious war against His con- 
the successor of St Peter, that monarch might ^^^ *^ 

X 4 have a. q. 

1123— 
1152. 

Giannone unwillingly .rejects, (torn. ii. p. 137 — 144.) This 
fiction is disproved by the silence of contemporaries ; nor can 
it be restored by a spurious charter of Messina, (Muratori 
Annali d'ltalia, torn. ix. p. 340. Pagi, Critica, torn. iv. p. 
467, 468.) 

* Roger comipted thie second person of Lothaire's army, who 
sounded, or rather cried, a retreat; for the Qermans (says 
Cinnamus, 1. iii, c. i. p. 51.) are ignorant of the use of trum-, . 
. pets. Most ignorant himself! 
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c fl[ A p. have promised to display the hanner of the cross, 
Lvi. and he accomplished with ardour a vow so pro- 

'■ V -i pitious to his interest and revenge. The recent 
injuries of Sicily might provoke 9. just retaliation 
on the heads of the Saracens; the Normans, whose 
blood had been mingled with so many subject 
streams, were encouraged to remember and emu- 
late the naval trophies of their fathers, and in the 
maturity of their strength they contended with 
the decline of an African power* When the 
Fatimite caliph departed for the conquest of Egypt, 
he rewarded the real merit and apparent fidelity of 
his servant Joseph, with a gift of his royal mantle, 
and forty Arabian horses, his palace, with its sump- 
tuous furniture, and the government of the king- 
doms of Tunis and Algiers, The Zeirides *, the 
descendants of Joseph, forgot their allegiance and 
gratitude to a distant benefactor, grasped ^and 
abused the fruits of prosperity ; and after running 
the little course of an Oriental dynasty, were now 
fainting in their own weakness. On the side of 
the land, they were pressed by the Almohades, 
the fanatic princes of Morocco, while the sea^ 
coast was open to the enterprises of the Greeks 
and Franks, who, before the close of the eleventh 
century, had extorted a ransom of two hundred 
thousand pieces of gold. By the first arms of 
Roger, the island or rock of Malta, which has 
been since ennobled by a military and religious 
colony, was inseparably annexed to the crown 

. of 



* See de Guignes, Hist. Generale des Huns, torn. i. p. 369 
— 373. and Cardonne, Hist, de I'Afrique, &c. sous la Domi- 
ilation des Arabes, torn. ii. p. 70—144. Their common ori* 
ginal appears to be Novairi, 
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of Sicily. Tripoli *, a strong and maritime city, chap. 
was the next object of his attack ; and the slaugh- i-vi. 
ter of the males, the captivity of the females, 
might be justified by the frequent practice of the 
Moslems themselves. The capital of the Zeiride$ 
was named Africa from the country, and Ma- 
hadia f from the Arabian founder; it is strongly 
built on a neck of land, but the imperfection of 
the harbour is not compensated by the fertility 
of the adjacent plain. Mahadia was besieged by 
George the Sicilian- admiral, with a fleet of one 
"hundred and fifty gallies, amply provided with 
men and the iiistruments of mischief; the sove- 
reign had fled, the Moorish governor refused to 
capitulate, declined the last and irresistible assault, 
and secretly escaping with the Moslem inhabitants, 
abandoned the place and its treasures to the rapa- 
cious Franks, Jn successive expeditions, the 
king of Sicily or his lieutenants reduced the cities 
of Tunis, Safax, Capsia, Bona, and a long tract 
of the sea-coast J; the fortresses were garrisoned, 
the country was tributary^ and a boast, that it 
held Africa in subjection, might be inscribed with 

some 

* Tripoli, (says the Nubian geographer, or more properly 
the Sherif al Edrisi,) urbs fortis, saxeo muro vallata, sita prope 
-littus maris. Hanc expugnaviC Roger ius, qui mulieribus cap- 
tivis ductis, viros peremit. 

t See the geography of Leo Africanus, (in Ramusio, torn. i. 
fol. 74. verso, fol. 75. recto,) and Shaw's iTravels, (p. 110.) 
the seventh book of Thuanus, and the eleventh of the Abbe de 
Vertot, The possession and defence of the place was offered 
by Charles V. and wisely declined by the knights of Malta. 

t Pagi has accurately marked the African conquests of Roger; 
and his criticism was supplied by his friend the Abbe Loilgue- 
rue, with some i^rabic memorials, (A. D. 1147, No. 26, 27. 
A. D. 1 14.8, No. 16. A. D. 1 153, No. 16.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



314 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, some flattery on the sword of Rogfer *. After 
LVi. his death, that sword was broken; and these 

^ V -^ transmarine possessions were neglected, evacuated, 
or lost, under the troubled reign of his succes- 
sor f . The triumphs of Scipio and Belisarius have 
proved, that the African continent is neither inac- 
cessible nor invincible; yet the great princes and 
powers of Christendom have repeatedly foiled in 
their armaments against the Moors, who may still 
glory in the easy conquest and long servitude of 
Spain. 

His inva- Since the decease of Robert Guiscard, the Nor- 

«on of mans had relinquished, above sixty years, their 
A. D. hostile designs against the empire of the East, 

1146. rpj^g policy of Roger soHcited a public and private 
union with the Greek princes, whose alliance 
would dignify his regal character ; he demanded 
in marriage a daughter of the Comnenian family, 
and the first steps of the treaty seemed to promise 
a favourable event. But the contemptuous treat- 
ment of his ambassadors exasperated the vanity 
of the new njonarch ; and the insolence of the 
Byzantine court was expiated, according to the 
laws of nations, by the sufferings of a guiltless 
people |. With a fleet of seventy gaUies, 

George 

* Appulus et Calaber, Siculus mihi servit et Afer. 

A proud inscription, which denotes, that the Norman conque- 
xprs were still discriminated from their Christian and Moslem 
subjects. 

t Hugo Falcandus (Hist. Sicula, in Muratori Script, torn, 
vii. p. 270, 27 r.) ascribes these losses to the neglect or treach- 
ery of the admiral Majo. 

t The silence of the Sicilian historians, who end too soon 
or begin too late, must be supplied by Otho of Frisingen, a 
German, (de Gestis Frcderici 1. 1. i. c. 33. in Muratori Script^ 

tom^ 
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George the admiral of Sicily appeared before chap. 
Corfu; and botK the island and city were deli- lvi. 
vered into his hands by the disaffected inhabitants, » 
who had yet to learn that a siege is still more 
calamitous than a tribute. In this inva3ion, of 
some moment in the annals of commerce, the 
Normans spread themselves by sea, and over the 
provinces of Greece; and the venerable age of 
Athens, Thebes, and Corinth, was violated by 
rapine and cruelty. Of the wrongs of Athens, 
no memorial remains. The ancient walls, which 
encompassed, without guarding, the opulence of 
Thebes, were scaled by the Latin Christians; but 
their sole use of the gospel was to sanctify an 
oath, that the lawful owners had not secreted any 
relic of their inheritance or industry. On the 
approach of the Normans the lower town of 
Corinth was evacuated: The Greeks retired to 
the citadel, which was seated on a lofty eminence 
abundantly watered by the classic fountain of 
Pirene; an impregnable fortress, if the want of 
courage could be balanced by any advantages of 
;art or nature. As soon as the besiegers had 3Ur- 
mounted the labour (their sole labour) of cUmb- 
ing the hill, their general, from the commands 
ing isminence, admired his own victory, and 
testified his gratitude to heaven, by tearing from 
the altar the precious image of Theodore the 
tutelary saint. The ^ilk weavers of both sexes, 
whom George transported to Sicily, composed 

I the 

torn. vi. p. 668.) the Venetian Andrew Dandulus, (Id. torn. xii. 
p. 282, 283.) and the G^eek writers Cinnamus (1. iii. c. ^tS*) 
^nd Nip^tas, (in Manuel. 1. ii. c^ 2— 6f} 
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CHAP, the most valuable part of the spoil, and in com- 
LVi. paring the skilful industry of the mechanic with 
' • the sloth and cowardice of the soldier, he was 
heard to exclaiifi, that the distaff and loom were 
the only weapons which the Greeks were capable 
His admi- of using. The progress of this naval armament 
ws^Louis ^^^ marked by two conspicuous events, the 
VII. of rescue of the king of France, and the insult of 
^^^^' the Byzantine capital. In his return by sea frqm 
an unfortunate crusade, Louis the seventh was 
intercepted by the Greeks, who basely violated 
the laws of honour and religion. The fortunate 
encounter of the Norman fleet delivered the royal 
captive; and after a free and honourable enter- 
tainment in the court of Sicily, Louis continued 
Insults' his journey to Rome and Paris f . In the ab- 
tinopie. " sence of the emperor, Constantinople and the Hel- 
lespont were left without defence and without 
the suspicion of danger. The clergy and people^ 
, for the soldiers had followed the standard of Ma- 
nuel, were astonished and dismayed at the hostile 
appearance of a line of gallies, which boldly cast 
anchor in thef front of the Imperial city. The 
forces of the Sicilian admiral were inadequate to 
the siege or assault of an immense and populous 
metropolis: But George enjoyed the glory of 
humbling the Greek artogance, and of mark- 
ing 

* To this imperfect capture and speedy rescue, I apply the 
9r«^' c>ityoy fiXh tv tthuveuy of Cinnamus, !• ii. c* 19. p. 49. Mu- 
ratori, on tolerable evidence, (Annali d'ltalia, torn. ix. p. 420, 
421.) laughs at the delicacy of the French, who maintain, 
marisque nullo impediente periculo ad regnum proprium rever- 
sum esse: Yet I observe that their advocate, Ducange, is less 
positive as the commentator on Cinnamus, than as the editor of 
Joinyille. r^ T 
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ing the path of conquest to the navies of the chap. 
West. He landed some soldiers to rifle the i-vi. 
fruits of the royal gardens, and pointed with ' -^ 
jilver, or more probably with fire, the arrows . 
which he discharged against the palace af the 
Caesars *• This playful outrage of the pirates The enk. 
of Sicily, who had surprised an unguarded mo- Juei^re?*' 
ment, Manuel affected to despise, while his mar- p^ses the? 
tial spirit, and the forces of the empire, were a!d!,^^^ 
awakened to revenge. The Archipelago and JJ|^» 
Ionian sea were covered with his squadrons and 
those of Venice; but I know not by what fa- 
vourable allowance of transports, victuallers, and 
pinnaces, our reason, or even fancy, can be re- 
conciled to the stupendous account of fifteen 
hundred vessels, which is proposed by a Byxantine 
historian. These operations were directed with 
prudence and energy ; in his homeward voyage 
George lost nineteen of his gallies, which were 
separated and taken ; after an obstinate defence^ 
Corfu implored the clemency of her lawful sove- 
reign ; nor could a ship, a soldier of the Norman 
prince, be found, unless as a captive, within the 
limits of the Eastern empire. The prosperity and 
the health of Roger were already in a declining 
state; while he hstened in his palace of Palermo 
to the messengers of victory or defeat, the invin- 
cible Manuel, the foremost in every assault, was 

celebrated 

* In palatium regium sagittas igneas injecit, says DandiH ^ 
hts ; but Nicetas, 1. ii. c. 8. p. 66* transfonns them into BiAv 
«^ymwf t^^rrx xr^cucnfj and adds, that Manuel stiled this in- 
sult vouyfUK and yiXttm • . . . ?^imwrm> These arrows, by 
the compiler, Vincent de Beaavais^ are again transomted int# 
gold.. ^ J 
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CHAP, celebrated by the Greeks aadLatins as the Alexan- 

Lvi. der or Hercules of the age. 
^ V " ^ A prince of such a temper could not be satis- 
cesAp^la fi^d with having repelled the insolence of a 



Wa A^ Barbarian. It was the right and duty, it might 
II 55. * * be the interest and glory, of Manuel to restore 
thd ancient majesty of the empire, to recover the 
provinces of Italy and Sicily, and to chastise 
this pretended king, the grandson of a Norman 
vassd ♦. The natives of Calabria were still at- 
tached to ]the Greek language and worship, which 
, had been inexorably proscribed by the Latin 

clergy: After the loss of her dukes, Apylia was 
chained as a servile appendage to the crown of 
Sicily; the founder of the monarchy had ruled 
by the sword; and his death had abated the fear, 
without healing the discontent, of his subjects; 
the feudal government was always pregnant with 
the seeds of rebellion; and a nephew of Roger 
himself invited the enemies of his family and 
nation. The majesty of the purple, and a series 
of Hungarian and Turkish wars, prevented Manuel 
from embarking his person in the Italian expedi- 
tion. To the brave and noble Palaeologus, his 
' lieutenant, the Greek monarch entrusted a fleet 
and army; the siege of Ban was his first exploit; 
and, in every operation, gold as well as steel was 
the instrument of victory. Salerno, and some 

places 

♦ For the invasion of Italy, which is almost overlooked by 
Nicetas, see the more polite history of Cinnamus, (1. iv. c. i 
—15. p. 78 — 101.) who introduces a diffuse narrative by a 
lofty profession, xs(« ynis SixiAmc^ n, xtu mi \rtt)s4f9 mtnrm^ 
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places along the Western coast, maintained their c h a Jv 
fidelity to the Norman king ; but he lost in twb lvi. 
campaigns the greater part of his continental ' v ^'** 
possessions ; and the modest emperor, disdaining 
»all flattery and falsehood, was content with the 
reduction of three hundred cities or villages of 
Apulia and Calabria, whose names and titles were ^ 

inscribed on all the walls of the palace. The 
prejudices of the Latins were gratified by a ge- 
nuine or fictitious donation under the se^l of the Hisdesiga 
German Caesars * ; but the successor of Con- ^^g j^y 
stantinesoon renounced this ignominious pretence, and the 
claimed the indefeasible dominion of Italy, and empire^^ 
professed his design of chacing the Barbarians ^-^^ 
beyond the Alps. By the artful speeches, liberal 1174, &c* 
gifts, and unbounded promises, of their Eastern 
ally, the free cities were encouraged to persevere 
in their generous struggle against the despotism 
of Frederic Barbarossa ; the walls of Milan were 
rebuilt by the contributions of Manuel; and he 
poured, says the historian, a river of gold into 
the bosom of Ancona, whose attachment to the 
Greeks was fortified by the jealous enmity of the 
Venetians f . The situation and trade of Ancona 
rendered it an important garrison in the heart 
of Italy ; it was twice besieged by the arms of 
Frederic J the Imperial forces were twice repulsed 

by 

* The Latin, Otho, (de GesHs Frederici I. 1. ii. c. 30. p. 
734.) attests the forgery ; the Greek, Cinnamus, (1. i. c. 4. p» 
78,) claims a promise of restitution from Conrad and Frederic. 
An act of fraud is always credible when it is told of the Greeks, 

t Quod Anconitani Grtaecimi imperium nimis diligerent • • . 
• . . Veneti speciali odio Anconam oderunt. The cause of love, 
perhaps of envy, were the beneficia, flumen aureum ot the em- 
peror; and the Latin narrative is confirmed by Cinnamus, (J. 
iv.c.i4.p.98.) D,i,.edbyG00gle 
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c H A p, by the spirit of freedom; that spirit was animated 
LVi, by the ambassador of Constantinople ; and the most 

^' ^^ " ^ intrepid patriots, the most faithful scrv^ts, were^ 
rewarded by the wealth and honours of the By- 
zantine court *. The pride of Manuel disdained 
and rejected a Barbarian colleague ; his ambition 
was excited by the hope of stripping the purple 
from the German usurpers, and of establishing, in 
the West, as in the East, his lawful title of sole 
emperor of the Romans. With this view, he 
solicited the alliance of the people and the bishop 
of Rome. Several of the nobles embraced the 
cause of the Greek monarch; the splendid nuptials 
of his niece with Odo Frangipani, secured the 
support of that powerful family f , and his royal 
standard or image was entertained with due reve- 
rence in the ancient metropolis %. During the 
quarrel between Frederic and Alexander the third, 
the pope twice received in the Vatican the am- 
bassadors of Constantinople* They flattered his 
piety by the long-promised union of the two 
' churches, tempted the avarice of his venal court, 
and exhorted the Roman pontiff to seize the just 
provocation, the favourable moment, to humble 

the 

* Muratori mentions the two sjcges of Ancoiia ; the first, 
in 1 167, against Frederic I. in person, (Annali, torn. x. p. 
39, &c.) the second, in 1173, against his lieutenant Christian, 
archbishop of Mentz, a man unworthy of his name and office, 
(p. 76, &c.) It is of the second feiege that we possess ah ori- 
ginal naprative, which he has published in his great collection, 
(torn. vi. p. 921 — 946.) 

t We derive this anecdote from ah anonymous chronicle q! 
Fossa Nova, published by Muratori, (Script. Ital. torn. vii. p. 
874.) 
^ J The MetTtXucf 07iftu6v of Cinnamus (1, iv. c. 14. p. 99.) is 

susceptible of this double sense. A standard is more Latin, an 
image more Greek* 
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the savage insolence of the Aleminni, and to c h a !*• . 

acknowledge the true teprescsntative of CoAstan- lvi. 

tine and Augustus */ - ^ 

But these Italian conqutests, this uiliversal reign, Failure 

soon escaped from the hand of the Greek, em- ^f^^^^ 

signs* 

peror. His first demands Wcjre eluded by the 
prudence of Alexander the third, who paused oii • - 
this deep and momentous revoliltionf; rior could 
the pope be seduced by a personal diispute to 
renounce the perpetual inheritance of the Latin 
name* After his re-udion'with Frederic, he spoke 
a more peremptory knguage, confifmed the acts 
of his predecessors, excommunicated the adherents 
of Manuel, and pronounced the final sepafatibfi* 
of the churches, or at least the empirjBs, of 
Constantinople and Rome f . . The free cities oif 
LomT^ardy no longer remembered their foreign 
benefactor,' and without pteserving the friendship 
of Ahcoha, he soon incurred the enmity of Ve- 
nice §. By his own avarice, or the complaints of 
Vol, X. Y his 

* Nihilominus qubque petebat, ut quia o^casio justa ct tem- 
pos opportunum et acceptabile se obtulerant, Romani corona 
imperii a sancto apostolo sibi I'edderetur; quQniaih non ad Fie- 
d6rici Alatnanni, sed ad suimi jus asseruit pertinere, (Vit. Alex- 
anderi III. a Cardinal. Arragonfae, in Script. Rerum Ital. torn, 
iii. pair. i. p. 458.) His second embassy was accomphied cum' 
immensa mulfitudine peduniarum. 

f Nimis alta 6t perpkxa sunt, (Vit. Alexandri III. p. 460^ 
461.) says the cautious pope. 

vet>Muti3ff^» yuvvpf (Ciniiamus, 1. iv. c. 14. p. 9^.) 

§ In his sixth book, Cinnamus describes the Venetian war^ 
which Nicetas has not thought worthy of his attention. The 
* Italian account^, which do not satisfy our Ciuriosity, arc reported 
^ by the annalist Muratori, under the years 1171, &c. 
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lus subjects, the Greek emperor was provoked to 
arrest the persons, and confiscate the effects, of 
the Venetian merchants. This violation of the 
public faith exasperated a free and commercial 
people : One hundred gallies were launched and 
armed in as many days ; they swept the coasts of 
Dalmatia and Greece; but after some mutual 
wounds, the war was terminated by an agreement^ 
inglorious to the empire, insufficient for the re- 
public ; and a complete vengeance of these and 
of fresh injuries, was reserved for the succeeding 
generation. The lieutenant of Manuel had in- 
formed his sovereign that he was strong enough 
to quell any domestic revolt of Apulia and Ca- 
labria; but that his forces were inadequate to 
resist the impending attack of the king of Sicily* 
His prophesy was soon verified; the death of 
Palaeologus devolved the command on sever^ 
chiefs, alike eminent in rank, aUke defective in 
military talents ; the Greeks- were oppressed by 
land and sea; and a captive remnant that escaped 
the swords of the Normans and Saracens, abjured 
all future hostility against the person or dominions 
of their coaqueror *. Yet the king of Sicily 
esteemed the courage and constancy of Manuel, 
who had landed a second army on the Italian . 
shore ; he respectfully addressed the new Justinian, 
selicited a peace or truceof thirty years, accepted 

as 

* This victory is mentioned by Romuald of Salerno, (in 
Muratori, Script. Ital. torn. vii. p. 198.) It is whimsical 
enough, that in the praise of the king of Sicily, Cinnamus (1. 
iv. c. 13. p. 97, 98.) is much warmer and copious than Falcan- 
dus, (p. 268. 270.) But the Greek is fond of description, and 
the Latin historian is not fond of William the Bad* 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIR?. 323 

as a gift, the regal title ; and acknowledged him- chap. 
self the military vassal of the Roman empire *. lvi. 
The Byzantine Caesars acquiesced in this shadow - 
of dominion, without expecting, perhaps without with the 
desiring, the service of a Norman army ; and the Normans, 
truce of thirty years was not disturbed by any 1156.' 
hostilities between Sicily and Constantinople. 
About the end of that period, the throne of Ma- 
nuel was usurped by an inhuman tyrant, who had 
deserved the abhorrence of his country and man- 
kind : The sword of William the second, the 
grandson of Roger, was drawn by a fugitive of 
the Comnenian race ; and the subjects of Andro- 
nicus might salute the strangers as friends, since 
they detested their sovereign as the worst of ene- 
mies. The Latin ^historians f expatiate on the Last war 
rapid progress of the four counts who invaded ?f ^^^ 
Romania with a fleet and army, and reduced and Nor- 
many castles and cities to^^flie obedience of the ™a ^0. 
king of Sicily. The Greeks f accuse and magnify ii85. 

Y 2 the 

* For the epistle of William I. see Cinnamus, (1. iv. c. 15. 
p. loi, 102.) and Nicetas, (1. ii. c. 8.) It is difficult to affirm^ 
whether these Greeks deceived themselves, or the public, in 
these flattering portraits of the grandeur of the empire. 

t I can only quote of original evidence, the poor chronicles 
of Sicard of Cremona, (p. 603.) and of Fossa Nova, (p. 875.) 
as they are published in the seventh tome of Muratori's histo- 
rians. The king of Sicily sent his troops contra nequitiam An- 

dronici ^d acquirendum impetium C. P. They were 

capti aut confusi decepti captique, by Isaac. 

t By the failure of Cinnamus, we are now reduced to Nice- 
tas, (in Andronico, 1. i. c. 7, 8, 9. 1. ii. c. i, in Isaac Angelo, 
1. i. c. I — ^4.) who now becomes a respectable contemporary. 
As he survived the emperor and the empire, iie is above flat- 
tery ; but the fall of Constantinople exasperated his prejudices 
against the Latins. For the honour of learning I shall observe, 

that 
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CHAP, the wanton and sacrilegious craelties that werd 
Lvi. . perpetrated in the sack of Thessalonica, the sc- 
' cond city of the empire. The former deplore 
the fete of those invincible, but unsuspecting 
warriors, who were destroyed by the arts of a van- 
quished foe. The latter applaud, in songs of tri- 
umph, the repeated victories of their countrymen 
on the sea of Marmora or Propontis, on the banks 
of the Strymon, and under the walls of Durazzo. 
A revolution, which punished the crimes of An- 
dronicus, had united against the "Franks the zeal 
and courage of the successful insurgents : Ten 
thousand were slain in battle, and Isaac Angelus, 
the new emperor, might indulge his vanity or 
vengeance in the treatment of four thousand cap* 
tives. Such was the event of the last contest be* 
tween the Greeks and ^ormans : Before the ex- 
piration ,of twenty years, the rival nations were 
lost or degraded in .foreign servitude ; and the 
successors of Constantine did not long survive to 
insult the fall of the Sicilian monarchy. 
Wiiiiaml The sceptre of Roger successively devolved to 
king of his son and grandson ; they might be confoimded 
^ A^^D "^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ °f William ; they are strongly 
it54,* discriminated by the epithets of the bad and the 
^^A.%r <f^^^ ^ but these epithets, which appear to describe 
1166, the perfection of vice and virtue, cannot strictly 
^^ * be applied to either of the Norman princes. 
When he was roused to arms by danger and 
shame, the first William did not degenerate from 

the 

that Homer's great Commentator, Eustathius, archbishop of 
Thessalonica, refused ta desert his flock* 
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the valour of his race ; but his temper was sloth- c h a p* 
ful ; his manners were dissolute ; his passions J^vi. 
headstrong and mischievous ; and the monarch * 
is responsible, not only for his personal vices^ but 
for those of Majo, the great admiral, who abused 
the confidence, and conspired against the life, 
of his benefactor. From the Arabian conquest, 
Sicily had imbibed a deep tincture of Oriental 
manners ; the despotism, the ponap, and even the 
haram, of a sultan ; and a Christian people was 
oppressed and insulted by the ascendant of the 
eunuchs, who openly professed, or secretly che- 
rished, the religion of Mahomet. An eloquent 
historian of the times * has delineated the misfor- 
tunes of his country f : The ambition and fall 
of the ungrateful Majo ; the revolt and punish- 
ment of his assassins ; the imprisonment and de- 
liverance of the king himself; the private feuds 
Y 3 that 

* The Historia Sicula of Hugo Falcandus, which properly 
extends from 1 154 to 1169, is inserted in the seventh volume 
of Muratori's Collection, (torn. vii. p. 259—344.) and preced- 
ed by an eloquent preface or epistle, (p. 251 — 258.) de Cala- 
mitatibus Siciliae. Falcandus has been stiled the Tacitus of Si- 
oily ; and, after a just, but immense abatement, from the first 
to the twelfth century, from a senator to a monk, I would not 
strip him of his title : His narrative is rapid and perspicuous, 
his stile bold and elegant, his observation keen ; he had studied 
mankind, and feels like a man. I can only regret the narrow 
and barren field on which his labours have been cast. 

t The laborious Benedictines (PArt de verifier les Dates, p. 
896.) are of opinion, that the true name of Falcandus is Ful- 
candus, or Foucault. According to them, Hugues Foucault, 
a Frenchman by birth, and at length abbot of St Denys, had 
followed into Sicily hi;5 patron Stephen de la Perche, uncle * to 
the mother of William II. archbishop of Palermo, and great 
chancellor of tlie kingdom. Yet Falcandus has all the feelings 
of a Sicilian ; and the title of Alumnus , (which he bestows on 
himself,) appears to indicate, that he was born, or at least edur 
cated, in the island- 
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that arose from the public confusion ; and the 
various forms of calamity and discord which af- 
flicted Palermo, the island, and the continent, 
during the reign of William the first, and the 
William i^inority of his son. The youth, innocence, and 
II. the beauty of William the second *, endeared him 

Good, , 

A. D. to thb nation : The factions were reconciled ; the 
May7^ laws Were revived ; and from the manhood to the 
A. D. premature death of that amiable prince, Sicily 
Nov. 16. enjoyed a short season of peace, justice, and hap- 
piness, whose value was enhanced by the re- 
membrance of the past and the dread of futurity. 
The legitimate male posterity of Tancred of 
Hauteville was e^tiqct in the person of the second 
William ; but his aunt, the daughter of Roger, 
had married the most powerful prince of the age ; 
and Henry the sixth, the son of Frederic Barba- 
rossa, descended from the Alps, to claim the 
Imperial crown and the inheritance of his wife. 
Against the Unanimous wish of a free people, this 
inheritance could only be acquired by arms ; and 
I am pleased to transcribe the stile and sense of 
the historian Falcandus, who writes at the mo- 
ment and on the spot, with the feelings of a 
patriot, and the prophetic eye of a statesman, 
tionofthe " Constantia, the daughter of Sicily, nursed 
historian n fj-^^i her Cradle ill the pleasures and plenty, 
dus. " and 

* Falcand. p. 303. Richard de St Germano begins his 
history from the death and praises of William II. After some 
unmeaning epithets, he thus continues : Legis et justitias cul- 
tus tempore suo vigebat in regno; sua erat quilebet forte con- 
tentus ; (were they mortals ?) ubiquc pax, ubique securitas, nee 
latronum metuebat viator insidias, nee maris nauta offendicula 
piratarum, (Script. Rerum Ital. torn. vii. p. 969.) 
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** and educated in the arts and manners, of this chap. 
** fortunate isle, departed long since to enrich lvl 
** the Barbarians with our treasures, and now * 
** returns with her savage allies, to contaminate 
" thebeautiesofher venerable parent. Already 
" I behold the swarms of angry Barbarians ; our 
" opulent cities, the places flourishing in a long 
** peace, are shaken with fear, desolated by 
** slaughter, consumed by rapine, and p()lluted 
** by intemperance aiid lust. I see the massacre 
** or captivity of our citizens, the rapes of our 
" virgins and matrons *. In this extremity (he 
** interrogates a friend) how must the Sicilians 
*f act ? By the unanimous election of a king 
** of valour and experience, Sicily and Calabria 
" might yet be preserved f; for in the levity 
** of the Apulians, ever eager for new revolutions, 
** I can repose neither confidence nor hope J. 
" Should Calabria be lost, the lofty towers, the 
** numerous youth, and the naval strength, of 
Y 4 " Messina, 

* Constantia, primis a cunabulis in deliciarum taarum afflu- 
entia diutius educata, tuisque instkutis, doctrinis et moribus in- 
formata, tandem opibus tuis Barbaros delatura discessit ; et nunc 
cum ingentibus copiis revertitur, ut pulcherrima nutricis orna- 
menta barbarica fceditate contaminet ...... Intueri mihi jam 

videor turbulentas barbarorum acies .... civitates opulentas et 

loca diutum^ pace fbrentia, metii concutere, cxde vastare, ra- 
pinis atterere, et foedare luxuri4 : Hinc cives aut gladiis inter- 
cttpti, aut servitute deprcssi, virgines constupratae, matronae, &c. 

t Certe si regem non dubiae virtutis elegerint, nee a Sara- 
cenis Christiani dissentiant, poterit rex creatus rebus licet quasi 
desperatis et perditis subvenire, et incursns hostium, si pru- 
denter egerit, propulsare. 

t In Apulis, qui, semper novltate gaudentes, no varum rcnjm 
studiis aguntur, nihil arbitror spei aut fiduciae reponendum. 
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CHAP. ** Messina ^, might guard th^ passage against a 
J-yh f' foreign invader. If the savage Germans co- 

' ." ^* alesce ^th the piraites of Messina; if tfiey de- 
" stro^ with fire the fruitful region, §p often 
" wasted by the fires of mount iEtna f , what 
" resource will be left for the interior parts of 
" the island, these noble cities which should never 
** b^ violated by the hostile footsteps of a Qarba- 
" rian X ? Catana hasf again been overwhelmed 
" by an earthquake; the ancient virtue of Syra- 
*• cuse expires in poverty gnd solitude § ; but 
" Palermo is still prowned with a diadem, and 
" her triple walls inplose the active multitudes of 
** Christians and Sarapens. Jf the two nations; 
" under one king,, can uiiite for their common 
" safety, they may rush on the Barbarians with 
" invincible arms. But if the Saracens, fatigued 
" by a repetition of injuries, should now retire 
" and rebel ; if they should occupy the castles of 
" the mountains and sea-coagt, the unfortunate 
" Christians, exposed to a double attack, ^nd 
** placed as it were between the hammer and the 
" anvil, must resign themselves to hopeless and 

♦* inevitable 



* Si civium tuorum virtutem et audaciam attendas, • • • • 
murorum etiam ambituin densis turribu^ circninseptum. 
' t Cum crudelitate piratic^ Theutonum coniiigat atrbcitas, et 
inter ambustos lapides, et jSLthnae flagrantis incendia, &c. 

t Earn partem, qvam nobilissimarum civitatum fulgor illus- 
Irat, quae et toti regno singular! meruit privilegio praeminere, 
nefariam esset • . . . vel barbarorum ingress^ polTui. I wish to 
transcribe his florid, but curious, description of the palace, city, 
and luxuriant plain of Palermo. 

§ Vires non suppetunt, et conatus tuos tarn inopia civium, 
4|uam paucitas bellatorum elidunt. 
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^f inevitable servitude *." We must not forget, chap. 
)h^t a priest herie prefers his country to his reli- J-V?. 
gion ; and that the Moslems, whose alliance he * 
seek^, \jrere still numerous and powerful in the 
state of Sicily. 

The hopes, or at least the wishes, of Falcandus, Conquest 
were at first gratified by the free an.d unanimous ^^^^^j 
election of Tancred, the grandson pf the first king, of Sicily 
whose birth was illegitimate, but whos6 civil and emperor 
military virtues shone without a blemish. During HenryVl. 
four years, the term of his Ufe and reign, he stood 1194. 
in arms .on the farthest verge of the Apulian 
frontier, against the powers of Germany; and 
the restitution of a royal captive, of Constantia 
herself, without injury or ransom, may appear to 
surpass th^ most liberal measure of policy or rea- 
son. After his decease, the kingdom of his widow 
and infant son fell without a struggle ; and Henry 
pursued his victorious march from Capua to Pa- 
lermo. The political balance of Italy was de- 
stroyed by his success ; and if the pope and the 
free cities had consulted their obvious and real 
interest, they would have combined the powers of 

earth 

♦ At vero, quia difficile est Christ lanos in tanto rcrum tur- 
bine, snblato regis timore Saracenos non opprimere, si Sara- 
cent injuriis fatigati ab eis, coeperint dissidere, et castella forte 
maritima vel montanas munitiones occupaverint ; ut hinc cum 
Theutonicis summ& virtate pugnandum illinc Saracenis crebris 
insultibus occurrendum, quid putas acturi sunt Siculi inter has 
depress! angustias, et velut inter malleum et incudem multo. 
cum discrimine constituti ? hoc utique agent quod poterunt, ut 
se Barbaris miserabili conditione dedentes, in eorum se co^fe- 
rant potestatem. O utinam plebis et procerum, Christianorum 
et Saracenorum vota conveniant ; ut regem sibi concorditer eb- 
gentes, barbaros totis viribus, toto conanime, totisque desi- 
deriis prolurbare contendant. The Normans and Sicilians ap* 
pear to be confounded. 
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CHAP, earth and heaven to prevent the dangerous union 
I- VI* of the German empire with the kingdom of Sicily. 
But the subtle policy, for which the Vatican has 
so often been praised or arraigned, was on this 
occasion blind and inactive ; and if it' were trtie 
that Celestine the third had kicked away the Im- 
perial crown from the head of the prostrate 
Henry *, such an act of impotent pride could 
serve only to cancel an obligation and provoke an 
enemy. The Genoese, who enjoyed a beneficial 
trade and establishment in Sicily, listened to the 
promise of his boundless gratitude and speedj 
departure f ; their fleet commanded the streights 
of Messina, and opened the harbour of Palermo ; 
and the first act of his government was to abolish 
the privileges, and to seize the property, of these 
imprudent allies. The last hope of Falcandus was 
defeated by the discord of the Christians and Ma- 
hometans: They fought in the capital ; several 
thousand of the latter were slain ; but their sur- 
viving brethren fortified the mountains, and dis- 
turbed above thirty years the peace of the island. 
By the policy of Frederic the second, sixty thou- 
sand Saracens were transplanted to Nocera in 
Apulia. In their wars against the Roman church, 
the emperor and his son Mainfroy were strength. 

ened 



* The testimony of an Englishman, of Roger de Hovcden, 
(p. 689.) will lightly weigh against the silence of German and 
Italian history, (Muratori, Annali d'ltalia, torn. x. p. 156.) 
The priests and pilgrims, who returned from Rome, exalted, 
by every tale, the omnipotence of the holy father. 

t Ego cnim in eo cum Teutonicis manere non debeo, (Caf- 
fari, Annal. Genuenses, in Muratori, Script. Rerum Italica- 
rum, tom. vi. p. 367, 368.) 
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ened and disgraced by the serrice of the enemies chap. 
of Christ ; and this national colony maintained lvi. 
their religion and manners in the heart of Italy, ' . * 
till they were extirpated, at the end of the thir- 
teenth century, by the zeal and revenge of the 
house of Anjou *. All the calamities which the 
prophetic orator had deplored, were surpassed by 
the cruelty and avarice of the German conqueror. 
He violated the royal sepulchres, and explored 
the secret treasures of the palace, Palermo, and 
the whole kingdom : The pearls and jewels, how- 
ever precious, might be easily removed ; but one 
hundred and sixty horses ' were laden with the 
gold and silver of Sicily f . The young king, 
his mother and sisters, and the nobles of both 
sexes, were separately confined in the fortresses of 
the Alps ; and, on the slightest rumour of re- 
bellion, the captives were deprived of life, of 
their eyes, or of the hope of posterity. Constan- 
tia herself was touched with sympathy for the 
miseries of her country ; and the heiress of the 

Norman 

* For the Saracens of Sicily and Nocera, see the Annals of 
Muratori, (torn. x. p. 149. and A. D. 1223. 1247.) Giannone, 
(torn. ii. p. 3^5.) and of the originals, in Muratori's Collection, , 
Richard de St Germane, (torn. vii. p. 996.) Malteo Spinellide 
Giovenazzo, (torn. vii. p. 1064.) Nicholas de Jamsilla, (torn. 
X. p. 494.) and Matteo Villani, (torn. xiv. 1. vii. p. 103.) The 
last of these insinuates, that in reducing the Saracens of Nocera, 
Charles II. of Anjou employed rather artifice than violence. 

t Muratori quotes a passage from Arnold of Lubec, (1. iv. 
c. 20.) Reperit thesauros absconditos, et omnem lapidum pre- 
tiosorum et gemmarum gloriam, ita ut oneratis 160 somariis, 
gloriose ad terram suam redierit. Roger de Hoveden, who 
mentions the violation of the royal tomb and corpses, computes 
the spoil of Salerno at 200,000 ounces of gold, (p. 746.) On^ 
these occasions, I am almosttempted to exclaim with the listening 
maid in La Fontaine, " Je voudrois bien avoir ce qui manque." 
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CHAP. Norman line might struggle to check her despotic 

LVi. husband, and to save the patrimony of her new- 

'- ' born son, of an emperor so famous in the next 

-. - age under the name of Frederic the second. Ten 

jp uisu ex- 

tinction years after this revolution, the French monarchs 
Nomaas, annexed to their crown the dutchy of Normandy ; 
A. D. the sceptre of her ancient dukes had been trans- 
mitted, by a grand-daughter of William the Con* 
queror, to the house of Plantagenet ; and the 
adventurous Normans, who had raised so many 
trophies in France, England, and Ireland, in 
Apulia, Sicily, and the East, were lost, either 
in victory or servitude, among the vanquished 
nations* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. Lvn. 

ibe Turks of the House 0/ SeljuL — Tbeir Aevott 
against Mabmud^ Conqueror of Hindostan. — 
Togrul subdues Persia^ and protects the Calipbs. 
— Defeat and Captivity oftbe Emperor Romanus 
Diogenes by Alp Arslan. — Power and Magni" 
Jicence ofMalek Sbab. — Conquest of Asia Minor 
and Syria.-^State and Oppression of Jerusalem. 
— Pilgrimages to tbe Holy Sepulchre. 

FROM the isle of Sicily, the reader must c h a K 
transport himself beyond the Caspian Sea, ^^^^' 
to the original seat of the Turks or Turkmans, ^' 
against whom the first crusade was principally Turks. 
directed. Their IScythian empire of the sixth 
century was long since dissolved ; but the name 
was still famous among the Greeks and Orientals ; 
and the fragments of the nation, each a powerful 
and independent people, "were scattered over the 
desert from China to the Oxus and the Danube : 
The colony of Hungarians was admitted into the 
republic of Europe, and the thrones of Asia were 
occupied by slaves and soldiers of Turkish ex- 
traction. While Apulia and Sicily were subdued 
by the Norman lance, a swarm of these northern 
shepherds overspread the kingdoms of Persia : 
Their princes of the race of Seljuk erected a 
splendid and solid empire from Samarcand to the . 
confines of Greece and Egypt ; and the Turks 
have maintained their dominion in Asia Minor, 

till 
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CHAP, till the victorious crescent has been planted on 

Lvu. the dome of St Sophia. 
^— ""V — ' One of the greatest of the Turkish princes was 
the^z-' Mahmood or Mahmud *, the Gaznevide, who 
A^^^n^'ooT reigned in the eastern provinces of Persia, one 
—1028. thousand years after the birth of Christ. His 
father Sebectagi was the slave of the slave of the 
slave of the commander of the faithful. But in 
this descent of servitude, the first degree was 
merely titular, since it was filled by the sovereign 
of Transoxiana and Chorasan, who still paid' a 
nominal allegiance to the caliph of Bagdad. The 
second rank was that of a minister of state, a 
lieutenant of the Samanides f , who broke, by his 
revolt, the bonds of political slavery. But the 
third step was a state of real and domestic servi- 
tude in the family of that rebel ; froiji which Se- 
bectagi, by his courage and dexterity, ascended 
to the supreme coitimand of the city and province 
of Gazna J, as the son-in-law and successor of his 

grateful 

• I am indebted for his character and history to d'Herbelot, 
(BibliothequeOrientale,iWb6»i«if,p. 533 — 537.) M. deGuignes, 
(Histoire des Huns, torn. iii. p. 15$— 173*) and our country* 
man, Colonel Alexander Dow, (vol. i. p. 23 — 83.) In the 
two first volumes of his History of Hindostan, he stiles himself 
the translator of the Persian Ferishta ; but in his ilorid text, it 
is not easy to distinguish the version and the original. 

t The dynasty of the Samanides continued 1 25 years, A. D. 
874—999, under ten princes. See their succession and ruin, 
in the Tables of M. de Guignes, (Hist, des Huns, torn. i. p. 
404 — ^406.) They were followed by the Gaznevides, A. D. 
999 — II ^3* (S^c ^o*^* '• ?• *39» 240.) His division of nations 
' often disturbs the series of time and place* 

J Gaznah hortos non habet ; est emporium et domicilium 
mercaturae Indicae. Abulfedae Geograph. Reiske, tab. xxiii. 
p. 349. d'Herbelot, p.- 364. It has not been visited by any mo« 
dern traveller. 
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grateful master. The falling dynasty of the'Sa- chap. 
manides was at first protected, and at last oyer- lvii* 
thrown, by their servants; and, in the public *" «" ' 
disorders, the fortune of Mahmud continually 
increased. For him, the title of sultan * was first 
invented; and his. kingdom was enlarged from 
Transoxiana to the neighbourhood t)f Ispahan, 
from the shores of the Caspian to the mouth of 
the Indus. But the principal source of his fame 
and riches was the holy war which he waged 
against the Gentoos of Hindostan. In this foreign His twelve 
narrative I may not consume a page ; and a vo- 5?P^^?- 
lume would scarcely suffice to recapitulate the bat- Hindos- 
tles and sieges of his twelve expeditions. Never ^^^* 
was the Mussulman hero dismayed by the incle^ 
mency of the seasons, the height of the mountains, 
the breadth of the rivers, the barrenness of the 
desert, the multitudes of the enemy, or the formi- 
dable array of their elephants of war f . The sul- 
tan of Gazna surpassed the limits of the conquests 

of 

* By the ambassador of the caliph of Bagdad, who employ- 
ed an Arabian or Chaldaic word that signifies lord and master^ 
(d'Herbelot, p. 825.) It is interpreted Avr»x^«r«(, BtcnXtvs 
BmnXutVy by the Byzantine writers of the eleventh century ; and 
the name (Si$Ar«y«(, Soldanus) is familiarly employed in the 
Greek and Latin languages, after it had passed from the Gaz. 
nevides to the Seljukides, and other emirs of Asia and Egypt. § 
Ducange, (Dissertation xvi. sur Joinville, p. 238 — 240. Gloss. 
Grace, et Latin.) labours to find the title of sultan in the ancient 
kingdom of Persia ; buf his proofs are mere shadows ; a proper 
name in the Themes of Constantine, (ii. 11.) an anticipation of ' 
2k)naras, &c. and a medal of Kai Khosrou, not (as he believes) 
the Sassanide of the sixth, but the Seljukide of Iconium of the 
thirteenth century, (de Guignes, Hist, des Huns, tom. i. p. 246.) 

t Ferishta (apud Dow, Hist, of Hindostan, vol. i. p. 49.) 
mentions the report of a gun in the Indian army. But as I 

am 
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G H A F. of Alexander ; after a march of three montii^y 
^vi* over the hills Caishmir and Thibet, he reached 
' ^ • ^ the famous city of Kinnoge *, on the Upper 
Ganges : and, in a naval combat on one of the 
branches of the Indus, he fought and vanquished 
four thousand boat^ of the natives. Dehli, Labor, 
and Multan, were comipelled to open their gates ;. 
the fertile kingdom of Cuzarat attracted his am- 
bition and tempted his stay; alnd his avarice 
indulged the fruitless project of discovering tljie 
golden and aromatic isles of the Southern Ocean; 
' On the payment of a tribute, the rajahs preserved 
their dominions ; the people, their lives and for- 
tunes; but to the religion of Hindostan, the 
zealous Mussulman was cruel and inexorable ; 
many hundred temples, or pagodas, were levelled 
with the ground ; many thousand idols were de- 
molished ; and the servants of the prophet were 
stimulated and rewarded by the precious materials 
of which they were composed. The pagoda of 
Sumnat was situated on the promontory of Guzarat, 
in the neighbourhood of Diu, one of the last 
temaihing possessions of the Portuguese f • It was 

endowed 

am slow in believing this premature (A. D. 1008.) use of artil* 
lery, I must desire to scrutinise first the text, and then the au- 
thority of Ferishta, who lived in the Mogul Court iii the last 
century. 

* Kinnouge, or Canouge, (the 6ld Palimbothra,) is mariedt 
in latitude 27® 3', longitude 80® 13V See d'Anville, (Anti- 
quite dc Tlnde, p. 60-^2.) corrected by the local knowledge 
of Major Rennel, (in his excellent Memoir on his map of Hin- 
doostan, p. 37 — ^43.) 300 jewellers, 30,000 shops for the areca 
Hut, 60,000 bands of musicians, &c. (Abulfed. Geograph. 
tab. XV. p. 274. Dow, vol. i. p. 16.) will allow an ample de- 
duction. 

t The idolaters of Europe, says Ferishta, (Dow, vol. i. p. (>(>^ 
Consult Abulfeda, (p. 272.) and RennePs map of Hindoostan. 
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endowed with the revenue of two thousand vil- 
lages; two thousand Brahmins were consecrated 
to the service of the Deity, whom they washed 
each morning and evening in water from tjie 
distant Ganges: The subordinate ministers con- 
sisted of three hundred musicians, three hundred 
barbers, and five hundred dancing , girls, con- 
spicuous for their birth and beauty. Three sides 
of the temple were protected by the ocean, the 
narrow isthmus was fortified by a natural or 
artificial precipice; and the city and adjacent 
country were peopled by a nation of fanatics. 
They confessed the sins and the punishment of 
Kinnoge and Dehli; but if the impious stranger 
should presume to approach their holy precincts, 
he would surely be overwhelmed by a blast of 
the divine vengeance. By this challenge, the 
faith of Mahmud was animated to a personal trial 
of the strength of this Indian deity. Fifty thou- 
sand of his worshippers were pierced by the spear 
of the Moslems: The walls were scaled; the sanc- 
tuary was profaned; and the conqueror aimed 
a blow of his iron mace at the head of the idol. 
The trembling Brahmins are said to have offered 
ten millions Sterling for his ransom; and it was 
urged by the wisest counsellors, that the destruc- 
tion of a stone image would not change the hearts 
of the Gentoos ; and that such a sum might be 
dedicated to the relief of the true believers. 
*' Your reasons," replied the Sultan, " are spe- 
cious and strong; but never in the eyes of 
posterity shall Mahmud appear as a merchant 
of idols.** He repeated his blows, and a trea- 
sure of pearls and rubies, concealed in the belly 
Vol. X. Z of 
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c H A p. of the statue, explained in some degree the de-^ 
LYii. Tout prodigality of the Brahmins. The frag- 

^ V ^ ments of the idol were distributed to Gazjia, 
Mecca, and Medina. Bagdad listened to the 
edifying tale; and Mahmud was saluted by the 
caliph with the title of guardian of the fortune 
and faith of Mahomet. 

Hischa- From the paths of blood, and such is the his* 
tory of nations, I cannot refuse to turn aside to 
gather some flowers of science or virtue. The 
^ name of Mahmud the Gaznevide is still venerable 
in the East: His subjects enjoyed the blessings of 
prosperity and peace; liis vices were concealed 
. by the veil of religion ; and two famiEar examples 
will testify his justice and magnanimity. I. As he 
sat in the Divan, an unhappy subject bowed be- 
fore the throne to accuse the insolence of aTurkish 
soldier who had driven him from his house and 
bed, " Suspend your clamours," said Mahmud, 
*' inform me of his next visit, and ourself in per* 
" son will judge and punish the offender." The 
sultan followed his guide, invested the house with 
his guards, and extinguishing the torches, pro- 
nounced the death of the criminal, who had been 
seized in the act of rapine and adultery. After the 
exec utionof his sentence, the lights were rekindled;^ 
Mahmud fell prostrate in prayer, and rising from 
the ground, demanded some homely fare, which 
he devoured witb the voraciousness of hunger. 
The poor man, whose injury he had avenged, 
was unable to suppress his astonishment and cu- 
riosity ; and the courteous monarch condescended 
to explain the motives of this singular behaviour. 
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♦ 

" I had reason to suspect that none except one of c H a p. 
*' .my sons could dare to perpetrate such an out- i^vii. 
" rage; and I extinguished the lights^ that my '"■" v" * 
" justice might be blind and inexorable. My 
" prayer was a thanksgiving on the discovery of 
" the offender; and so painful was my anxiety, 
*• that 1 had passed three days without food since 
" the first moment of your complaint." II. The 
sultan of Gazna had declared war against the 
dynasty of the Bowides, the sovereigns of the 
western Persia; he was disarmed by an epistle of 
the sultana mother, and delayed his invasion till 
the manhood of her son *. " During the life of 
** my husband/* said the artful regent, " I was 
" ever apprehensive of your ambition; he was a 
" prince and a soldier worthy of your arms. He 
** is now no more; his Sceptre has passed to a 
" woman and a child, and you dare not attack 
" their infancy and weakness. How inglorious 
" would be your conquest, how shameful your 
** defeat! and yet the event of war is in the hand 
" of the Almighty." Avarice was the only de- 
fect that tarnished the illustrious character of 
Mahmud; and never has that passion been more 
richly satisfied. The Orientals exceed the mea- 
sure of credibility in the accoxmt of millions of 
gold and silver, such as the avidity of man has 
never accumulated; in the magnitude of 'pearls, 
diamonds^ and rubies, such as have never been 

Z 2 produced 

* D'Herbelot, Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 527. Yet th^se 
letters^ apothegms, &c. are rarely the language of the hear4, or 
the motives of public action. 
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CHAP, produced by the workmanship of nature *. Yet 
LVH. the soil of Hindostan is impregnated with precious- 
' ' minerals; her trade, in every age, has attracted 
the gold and silver of the world ; and her virgin 
spoils were rifled by the first of the Mahometaa 
conquerors. His behaviour, in the last days o£ 
his life, evinces the vanity of these possessions, sa 
laboriously won, so dangerously held, and so in- 
evitably lost. He surveyed the vast and various 
chambers of the treasury of Gazna; burst into 
te^rs; and again closed the doors, without be- 
stowing any portion of the wealth which he could 
no longer hope to preserve. The following day 
he reviewed 'the state of his military force; one 
hxmdred thousand foot, fifty -five thousand horse, 
and thirteen hundred elephants of battle f . He 
again wept the instability of human greatness > 
and his grief was embittered by the hostile pro- 
gress of the Turkmans, whom he had introduced 
into the heart of his Persian kingdom. 
Manners In the modern depopulation of Asia, the regular 
^atfoTof operation of government and agriculture is con- 
theTurks. fi^ed to the neighbourhood of cities; and the dis- 
tant 

^ For instance, a ruby of four hundred and fifty miskals, 
(Dow, vol. 1. p. 53.) or six pounds three ounces : The largest . 
in the treasury of Dehli weighed seventeen miskals, (Vopges 
de Taveifiier, partie ii. p. 280.) It is true, that in the East 
all coloured stones are called rubies, (p. 355.) and that Ta ver- 
nier saw three larger and more precious among the jewels de 
notre grand roi, le plus puissant et plus magnifique de tous ley 
Rois de la terre, (p. 376.) 

t Dow, vol. i. p. 65. The so\'ereign of Kinoge is said to 
have possessed 2500 elephants, (Abulfed. Geograph, tab. xv. 
p. 274.) From these Indian stories, the reader may correct a 
note in my first volume : (p. 337, 338.) Or from that note he 
may correct these stories* 
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tant jcauntry is abandoned to the pastoral tribes chap. 
of Arabs, Curds, and Turkmans *. Of the last- I'Vii. 
mentioned people, two considerable branches ex-» 
4;end on either side of the Caspian Sea; the west^ 
em colony can mnster forty thousand soldiers; tl^Q^%!^ 
the eastern, less obvious to the traveller, but more 
strong and populous, ha« increased to the number 
of one hundred thousand families. In the midst 
of civilized nations, they preserve the manners of 
the Scythian desert, remove their encampments 
with the change of seasons, and feed their cattle 
among the ruins of palaces and temples. Their 
flocks and herds are their only riches; their tents j 
either blacks or white, according to the colour 
of the banner, are covered with felt, and of a 
circular form; their winter apparel is a sheep- 
iskin; a robe of cloth or cotten their summer 
garment: The features of the men are harsh and 
ferocious; the countenance of their women is soft 
and pleasing. Their wandering life maintains the 
spirit and exercise of arms; they fight on horse- 
back; and their courage is displayed in frequent 
^contests with each other and with their neigh- 
bours. For the licence of pasture they pay a 
slight tribute to the sovereign of the land; but the 
domestic jurisdiction i$ in the haiids of the ^chiefs 
and elders. The first emigration of the extern 
Xurkmans, the most ancient of their race, may 
be ascribed to the tenth century of the Christian 

Z 3 aera. 

* See a just and natural picture of these pastoral manners, 
in the history, of William, archbishop of Tyre, (1. i. c. vii. in 
the Gesta Dei per Francos, p. 633, 634.) and a valuable note 
by the 'editor of the Histoire Genealogicjue des Tartars, p. 535 

-538- 
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CHAP, sera *. In the decline pf the caliphs, and the 
I.VII. weakness of their lieutenants, the barrier of the 

'- ' Jaxartes was often violated: In each invasion, 
after the victory or retreat of their countrymen, 
some wandering tribe, embracing the Mahometan 
faith, obtained a free encampment in the spacious 
plains and pleasant climate of Transoxiana and 
Carizme. The Turkish slaves who aspired to the 
throne encouraged these emigrations, which re* 
cruited their armies, awed their subjects and ri- 
vals, and protected the frontier against the wilder 
natives of Turkestan; and this policy was abused 
by Mahmud the Gaznevide beyond the example 
of former times. He was admonished of his er- 
ror by a chief of the race of Seljuk, who dwelt in 
the territory of fiochara. The sultan had enquir- 
ed what supply of men he could furnish for mili- 
tary service. " If you send," replied Ismael, " one 
" of these arrows into our camp, fifty thousand 
" of your servants will mount on horseback.*' 
" And if that number," continued Mahmud, 
" should not be sufficient?" " Send this second 
*' arrow to the hord of Balik, and you will find 
1* fifty thousand more." *' But," said the Gaz- 
nevide, dissembling his anxiety, *' if I should 
♦' stand in need of the whole force of your kin- 
«* dred tribes?" " Dispatch my bow," was the 

last 

* The first emigrations of the Turkmans, and doubtful ori- 
gin of the Seljukians, may be traced in the laborious history of 
the Huns, by M. de Guignes, (lorn. i. Tables Chronologiques, 
' 1. V. torn. iii. 1. vii. ix, x.) and the Bibliotheque ' Orientale of 
d*Herbelot, (p. 799 — 802. 897 — 901.) Elmacin, (Hi^t. Sara- 
cen, p. 331 — ^333») and Abulpharagius, (Dynast, p. 221, 222.) 



Digitized by 



Google 




OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 343 

last reply of fcrndel, " and as it is circulated 
"around, the sumttions will be obeyed by two 
" hundred thoosa«kd horse." The apprehension 
■of such formidable firiendship induced Mahmud to 
transport the most obnoxious tribes into the heart 
of Chorasan^ where they would be separated from 
their brethren by the river Oxus> and inclosed on 
all sides by the walls of obedient cities. But the 
face of the country was an object of temptation 
rather than terror ; and the vigour of government 
was relaxed by the absence and death of the sultan 
:of Gas&na. The shepherds were converted into 
robbers; the bands of robbers were collected into 
an army of conquerors ; as far as Ispahan and the 
Tigris, Persia was afflicted by their predatory in- 
roads ; and the Turkmans were not ashamed or 
afraid to measure their courage and numbers With 
the proudest sovereigns of Asia, Massoud, the 
3on and successor of Mahmud, had too long ne- 
fleeted the advice of his wiseat Omrahs. " Your 
*' enemies," they repeatedly urged, ^* were in 
** their origin a swarm of ants ; they are now 
-" little snakes ; and, unless they be instantly 
" crushed, they will acquire the venom and mag- 
■•* nitude of serpents," After some alternatives of 
truce and hostility, after the repulse or partial 
success of his lieutenants, the sultan marched iti 
person against the Turkmans, who attacked him 
on all sides with barbarous shouts and irregular 
onset. " Massoud," says the Persian historian *, 
"i 4 " plunged 

* Dow, Hist, of Hindostan, vol. i. p. 89. 95 — 98. I have 
-copied this passage as a specimen of the Persian manner; but 
I suspect, that by some odd fatality, the stile of Ferislita has 
been improved by that of Ossian. 
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CHAP. 

LVII. 

^— V ' 

They de- 
feat the 
Gazne- 
vides, and 
subdue 
Persia, 
A.D. 
10i8. 



Dynasty 

of the Sel- 

jukians, 

A.D. 

1038— 

1153. 



" plunged singly to oppose the torrent of gleam^ 
" ing arms, exhibiting- such acts of gigantic force 
" and valour as never king had before displayed. 
** A few of his friends, roused by his words and 
'^ actions, and that innate honour which inspires 
^' the brave, seconded their lord so well, that 
" wheresoever he turned his fatal sword, the ene- 
" mies were mowed down, or retreated before 
" him. But now, when victory seemed to blow 
^* on his standard, misfortune was active behind 
'* it} for when he looked round, he beheld al- 
*' most his whole army, excepting that body he 
** commanded in person, devouring the paths of 
" flight." The Gaznevide was abandoned by 
the cowardice or treachery of some generals of 
Turkish race ; and this memorable day of T^ri- 
decan * founded in Persia the dynasty of the 
shepherd kings f . 

The victorious Turkmans immediately pro- 
ceeded to the election of a king; and, if the pro- 
bable tale of a Latin historian J deserves any cre- 
dit, they determined by lot the choice of their 

new 



* The Zendekan of d'Herbelot, (p. 1028.) the Dindaka of 
Dow, (vol. i. p. 97.) is probably the Dandanekan of Abulfeda, 
(Geograph. p. 345. Reiske,) a small town of Chorasan, two 
days journey from Marii, and renowned through the East for 
the production and manufacture of cotton. 

t The Byzantine historians (Cedrenus, torn. ii. p. 766, 767- 
Zonaras, torn. ii. p. 255. Nicephorus Bryemiius, p. 21.) have 
confounded, in this revolution, the truth of time and place, of 
names and persons, oS causes and events. The ignorance and 
errors of thetie Greeks (which' I shall not stop to unravel) may 
inspire some distrust of the story of Cyaxares and Cyrus, as it 
is told by their most eloquent predecessors. 



t Willerm. Tyr. 1. i. c. 7. p. 633. 
rows is ancient and famous in the East. 



The divination by ar- 
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newjnaster. A number of arrows were suqcessively chap. 
inscribed with the name of a tribe, a family, and lvii. 
a candidate; they were drawn from the bundle • -' 
by the hand of a child; and the important prize 
was obtained by Togrul Beg, the son of Michael, 
the son of Seljuk, whose surname was immortal- 
ised in the greatness of his posterity. The sul- 
tan Mahmud, who valued himself on his skill in 
national genealogy, professed his ignorance of the 
family of Seljuk; yet the father of that race ap- 
pears to have been a chief of power and renown*. 
For a daring intrusion into the haram of his 
prince, Seljuk was banished from Turkestan ; with 
a numerous tribe of his friends and vassals, he 
passed the Jaxartes, encamped in the neighbour- 
hood of Samarcand, embraced the religion of 
Mahomet, and acquired the crown of martyrdom 
in a war against the infidels. His age, of an hun- 
dred and seven years, surpassed the life of his son, 
and Seljuk adopted the care of his two grandsons^ 
Togrul and Jaafar; the eldest of whom, at the 
age of forty-five, was invested with the title of 
sultan, in the royal city of Nishabur. The blind Reign and 
determination of chance was justified by the vir- of Togml 
tues of the successful candidate. It would be su- ^^S' 
perfluous to praise the valour of a Turk; and the loss— 

ambition ■^^' 

^ D'Herbclot, p. 801. Yet after the fortune of his posterity, 
Seljuk became the thirty-fourth in lineal descent from the great 
Afrasiab, emperor of Touran, (p. 800.) The Tartar pedigree 
of the house of Zingis gave a difibrent cast to flattery and fable ; 
and the historian Mirkhond derives the Scljukides from Alanka- 
vah, the virgin mother, (p. 801. col. 2.) If they be the same 
as the Zalzuts of Abulghazi Bahader Khan, (Hist.Genealogique, 
p. 148.) we .quote in their favour the most weighty evidence of 
a Tartar prince himself, the descendant of Zingis, Alankavah^ 
or Alancu, and Ogus Khan. 
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CHAP, ambition of Togrul * was equal to his valow, 
Lvu. By his arms, the Gaznevides were expelled from 
the eastern kingdoms of Persia, and gradually 
driven to the banks of the Indus, in search of a 
fiolEter and more wealthy conquest. In the West 
he annihilated the dynasty of the Bowides; and 
the sceptre of Irak passed from the Persian to the 
Turkish nation. The princes who had felt, or 
who feared, the Seljukian arrows, bowed their 
heads in the dust; by the conquests of Aderbijan, 
or Media, he approached the Roman confines; 
and the shepherd presumed to dispatch an ambas- 
sador, or herald, to demand the tribute and obe- 
dience of the emperor of Constantinople f . In his 
own dominions, Togrul was the father of his 
soldiers and people; by a firm and equal admi- 
nistration Persia was relieved from the evils of 
anarchy; and the same hands which had been 
imbrued in blood became the guardians of justice 
and the public peace. The more rustic, perhaps 
the wisest, portion of the Turkmans J Continued 
to dweli in the tents of their ancestors; and, 

from 

* By a slight corruption, Togrul Beg is the TangroK pix of 
the Greeks. His reign and character are faithfully exhibited 
by d'Herbclot (Bibliotheque Orientale, p. 1027, 1028.) and de 
Guignes, (Hist* des Huns, torn. iii. p. 1 89-— 201.) 

t Cedrenus, torn. ii. p. 774, 775. Zonaras, torn. iL p. 257. 
With their usual knowledge of Oriental affeirs, they describe 
the ambassador as a sheriff who, like the syncellus of the pa« 
triarchy was the vicar and successor of the caliph^ 

t Erom William of Tyre, I have borrowed this distinction 
x>f Turks and Turkmans, which at least is popular and conve- 
nient. The names are the same, and the addition of man is 
.of the same import in the Persic and Teutonic idioms. Few 
critics will adopt the etymology of James de Vitry, (HiSt.Hiero- 
sol. 1. i. c. II. p. 1 06 1.) of Turcoman!, ^uasi Tuui et Comanij 
a mixed people. 
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from the Oxus to the Euphrates, these military chap* 
colonies were protected and propagated by their ivii. 
native princes. But the Turks of the court and ' ^ "' 
city were refined by business and softened by 
pleasure; they imitated the dress, language, and 
manners of Persia; and the royal palaces of Ni-. 
shabur and Rei displayed the order and magnifi- 
cence of a great monarchy. The most deserving 
of the Arabians and Persians were promoted to 
the honours of the state; and the whole body of 
the Turkish nation embraced with fervour and 
sincerity the religion of Mahomet. The northern 
swarms of Barbarians, who overspread both Eu- 
rope and Asia, have been irreconcilably separated 
by the consequences of a similar conduct. A- 
mong the Moslems, as among the Christians, their 
vague and local traditions have yielded to the rea- 
son and authority of the prevailing system, to the 
fame of antiquity, and the consent of nations. 
But the triumph of the Koran is more pure and 
meritorious, as it was not assisted by any visible 
splendour of worship which might allure the Pa- 
gans by some resemblance of idolatry. The first 
of the Seljukian sultans was conspicuous by his 
zeal and faith; each day he repeated the five 
prayers which are enjoined to the true believers; 
of each week, the two first days were consecrated 
by an extraordinary fast; and in every city a , 
mosch was completed, before Togrul presumed 
to lay the foundations of a palace *. 

With 

* Hist. Generale dcs Huns, torn. iii. p. 1-65, 166, 167. M. 
de Gruignes quotes Abulxnahasen, an historian of Egypt. 
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c H A p. With the belief of the Koran, the son of Seljuk 
I* VII. imbibed a lively reverence for the successor of the 
' ^ prophet. But that sublime character was still dis- 
vers the puted by the caliphs of Bagdad and Egypt, and 
Baeda(L^ each of the rivals was solicitous to prove his title 



-A.D. in the judgment of the strong, though illiterate, 
Barbarians. Mahmud the Gaznevide had de- 
clared himself in favour of the line of Abbas; 
and had treated with indignity the robe of honour 
which was presented by the Fatimite ambassador; 
Yet the ungrateful Hashemite had changed with 
the change of fortune; he applauded the victory 
of Zendecan, and named the Seljukian sultan his 
temporal vicegerent over the Moslem world. As 
Togrul executed and enlarged this important trust, 
he was called to the deliverance of the caliph 
Cayem, and obeyed the holy summons, which 
gave a new kingdom to his arms *. In the pa^ 
lace of Bagdad, the commander of the faithful 
still slumbered, a venerable phantom. His servant 
or master, the prince of the Bowides, could no 
longer protect him from the insolence of meaner 
tyrants ; and the Euphrates and Tigris were op- 
pressed by the revolt of the Turkish and Arabian 
emirs* The presence of a conqueror was im- 
plored as a blessing; and the transient mischiefs 
of fire and sword were excused as the sharp but 
saljitary remedies which alone could restore the 
health of the republic. At the head of an irre- 
sistible force, the sultan of Persia marched from 

Hamadan : 

* Consult the Bibliotheque Orientale, in the articles pf .the 
Abbassides\ Cahcr^ ^nd Caiem^ and the Annals of Elpiacin and 
Abulpharagius. 
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Hatnadan: The proud were crushed, the prcrstr ac c h a p^ 
were spared; the prince of the Bowides disap- i-vii, 
peared; the heads of the most obstinate rebels ' 
were laid at the feet of Togrulj and he inflicted 
a lesson of obedience on the people of Mosul and 
Bagdad. After the chastisement of the guilty, 
and the restoration of peace, the royal shepherd 
accepted the reward of his labours; and a solemn His inves- 
comedy represented the triumph of religious pre- ^^^^^» 
judice over Barbarian power *. The Turkish sul- 
tan embarked on the Tigris, landed at the gate of 
Racca, and made his public entry on horseback. 
At the palace-gate he respectfully dismounted, 
and walked on foot, preceded by his emirs with- 
out arms. The caliph was seated behind his black 
veil; the black garment of the Abbassides was cast 
over his shoulders, and he held in his hand the 
staflf of the apostle of God. The conqueror of 
the East kissed the ground, stood sometime in a 
modest posture, and was led towards the throne 
by the vizir and an interpreter. After Togrul had 
seated himself on another throne, his commission, 
was publicly read, which declared him the tem^ 
poral lieutenant of the vicar of the prophet. He 
was successively invested with seven robes of ho- 
nour, and presented with seven slaves, the natives 
of the seven climates of the Arabian empire. His 
mystic veil was perfumed with musk; two crowns 
were placed on his head; two scymetars were 

girded 

* For this curious ceremony, I am indebted to M. de Gniignes, 
(torn. iii. p. 197, 198.) and that learned author is obliged 
to Bondari, who composed in Arabic the history of Seljukides, 
(torn. V. p. 365.) 1 am ignorant of his age, country, ^d cha- 
racter. 
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CHAP, girded to his side, as the symbols of a double reign 
LVii. ordr the East and West. After this inauguration^ 

' the sultan was prevented from prostrating himself 

a second time; but he twfce kissed the hand of 
the commander of the faithful, and his titles were 
proclaimed hj the voice of heralds and the applause 
of the Moslems. In a second visit to Bagdad, the 
Suljukian prince again rescued the caliph from his 
enemies; and devoutly, on foot, led the bridle of 
his mule from the prison to the palace. Their al-^ 
liance was cemented by the marriage of Togrul^J 
sister with the successor of the prophet. Without 
reluctance he had introduced a Turkish virgin into 
his haram ; but Cayem proudly refused his daugh* 
ter to the sultan, disdained to mingle the blood of 
the Hashemites with the blood of a Scythian 
shepherd; and protracted the negociatioh many 
months, tilt the gradual diminution of his revenue 
admonished him that he was still in the hands of 

anddeath, a master. The royal nuptials were followed by 

1068. the death of Togrul himself*; as he left no 
children, his nephew Alp Arslan succeeded to the 
title and prerogatives of sultan ; and his name, 
after that of the caliph, was pronounced in the 
public prayers of the Moslems. Yet in this revo- 
lution, the Abbassides acquired a larger measure 
of liberty and power. On the throne of Asia, the 
Turkish monarchs were less jealous of the domestic 
administration of Bagdad ; and the commanders 

of 

* Eodem anno (A. H. 455.) obiit princeps Togrulbccus 
.... rex fuit clemcns, prudens, et peritus regnandi, cujns tcis- 
ror corda mortalhim invaserat, ita ut obcdirent ei reges atque ad 
ipsum scriberent. Elmacin, Hist, Saracen, p. 342, vers. Erpemi. 
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of the &ithful were reUeved from, the igaomi* c h a p« 
laious vexations to which they had been exposed l^h* 
by the presence and poverty of the Persian dy- ' ^ 
nasty. 

Since the fall of the cahpfas, the discord and "^^e 
degeneracy of the Saracens respected the Asiatic yjdethe 
provinces of Rome; which, by the victories of ^°°\*^ 
Nicephorus, Zimisces, and Basil, Imd been ex^ a. n. ' 
tended as far as Antioch and the eastern bonnd* ^^^ 
aries cf Armenia. Twenty-five years after the 
death of Basil, his successors were suddenly as- 
sanlted by an unknown race of Barbarians^ wha 
united the Scythian valour with the fenaticism of 
new proselytes, and the art and riches of a power- 
ful monarchy *. The myriads of Turkish horse 
' overspread a frontier of six hundred miles from 
Taurus tx> Arzeroum^ and the blood of one hun- 
dred and thirty thousand Christians was a grateful 
sacrifice to the Aral»an prophet. Yet the arms of 
Togrul did not make any deep or lasting impressaon 
on the Greek empire. The torrent rolled away 
from the open country ; the sultan retired without 
glory or success from the siege of an Armenian 
city; the obscvire hostilities were continued or 
suspended with a vicissitude of events; and the 

bravery 

* For these wars of the Turks and Romans, sec in general 
the Byzantine histories of 2jonaras and Cedrenus, Scylitzes the 
continoator of Cedrenus, and Nicephorus Bryennius Caesar. 
The two first of these were monks, the two latter statesmen ; , 

yet such were the Greeks, that the difference of stile and cha- 
racter is scarcely discernible. For the Orientals, I draw as usual 
on the wealth of d'Herbelot, (see titles of the first Seljukidcs) and 
(he accuracy of de Guignes, (Hist, des Huns, torn. iii. L x.) * 
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CHAP, bravery of the Macedonian legions renewed the 
I. VII. fame of the conqueror of Asia *• The name rf 
Alp Arslan, the valiant lion, is expressive of the 
popular idea of the perfection of man ; and the 
successor of Togrul displayed the fierceness and 
generosity of the royal animal. He passed the Eu- 
phrates at the head of the Turkish cavalry, and 
entered Caesarea, the metropolis of Cappadocia, 
to which he had been attracted by the fame and 
wealth of the temple of St Basil. The solid struc* 
ture resisted the destroyer ; but he carried away 
the doors of the shrine incrusted with gold and 
pearls, and profaned the relics of the tutelar saint, 
whose mortal frailties were now covered by the 
Conquest Venerable rust of antiquity. The final conquest 
of Arme- of Armenia and Georgia was atchieved by Alp 
Georgia, Arslan. In Armenia, the title of a kingdom, and 
^JiR' the spirit of a nation, were annihilated; the arti- 
1068. ficial fortifications were yielded by the mercena- 
ries^of Constantinople; by strangers without faith, 
veterans without pay or arms, and recruits with- 
out experience or discipline. The loss of this im- 
portant frontier was the news of a day ; and the 
. Catholics were neither surprised nor displeased, 
that a people so deeply infected with the Nestorian 
and Eutychian errors, had been delivered by Christ 

and 

TO Tv^KUv yt9o^ UTTC mg roixvrni ivyecftitf^y otcixv o Mcuctiav AAs|- 
»}ii^6^ t^Mf KccToc^^v^ecTo Ut^G-x^, Cedrenus, torn. ii. p. 791* 
The credulity of jhe vulgar is always probable ; and the Turjts 
had learned from the Arabs the history or legend of Escander 
Dulcarnein, (d'Herbelot, p» 317, &c.) 
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and his mother into the hands of the infidels *. c h a p# 
The woods and valleys of mount Caucasus were i-vii* 
more strenuously defended by the native Geor- ^ 

gians f or Iberians : But the Turkish sultan and 
his son Malek were indefatigable in this holy war; 
their captives were compelled to promise a spi- 
ritual as well as temporal obedience ; and, instead 
of their collars and bracelets, an iron horse-shoe, 
a badge of ignominy, was imposed on the infideb 
who stiH adhered to the worship of their fathers; 
The change, however, was not sincere or uni- 
versal ; and, through ages of servitude, the Geor- 
gians have maintained the succession of theii? 
princes and bishops. But a race of men, whom 
nature has cast in her most perfect mould, is de- 
graded by poverty^ ignorance, and vice ; their 
profession, and still more their practice, of Chris- 
tianity, is an empty name ; and if they have 
emerged from heresy, it is only because they 
Vol. X. A a are 

^ *Oi tuu I/Sif^Miy »m Mto'Tcntfitttfj km Aj^fiav ttutctr luti h 

litzes. ad calcem Cedreni, torn. ii. p. 834. whose ambiguous 
oonstructioii 9hall not tempt me to suspect that he confounded 
the Nestori>n and Monophysite heresies*) He familiarly talks 
of the liofli^j x^^^y ^CV«9 ®Mr> qualities, as I should apprehend, 
very foreign to the perfect Being ; but his bigotry is forced to 
coiiiess, that they were soon afterwards discharged on the ortho- 
dox Romans. 

t Had the name of Georgians been known to the Grreeks, 
rStritter, Memoriae Byzant. tom. iv. Iberica,) I should derive it 
bom their agriculture, as the ^Kvitu yut^y^ of Herodotus, (!• 
iv. c. 18. p. 289. edit. Wesseling.) But it appears only since 
Ihe crusades, among the Latins (Jac. a Vitriaco, Hist. Hieiosol. 
c« 79. p. 1095.) and Orientals, (d'Herbelot, p. 407.) and was 
devoutly ix)rrowed from St George of Cappadocia* 
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c H A P. ate too illiterate to xemember a metaphysical 
I.V1I. creed *. 

^ ^ " ■ The false or genuine magnanimity of Mahmud 

J2ror*Ro- ^^^ Gazuevide, was not imitated by Alp Arslan ; 

manus and he attacked, without scruple, the Greek em- 
Afi).*^' press Eudocia and her children. His alarming 
^^^ progress compelled her to give herself and her 
sceptre to the hand of a soldier ; and Romanus 
Diogenes was invested with the Imperial purple. 
His patriotism, and perhaps bis pride, urged him 
from Constantinople within two months after his 
accession ; and the nest campaign he most scan- 
dalously took the field during the holy festival of 
Easter. In the palace, Diogenes was no more than 
the husband of Eudocia ; in the camp, he was the 
emperor of the Romans, and he sustained that cha- 
racter with feeble resources, and invincible cou- 
rage. By his spirit and success, the soldiers were 
taught to act, the subjects to hope, and the ene- 
mies to fear. The Turks had penetrated into the 
heart of Phrygia ; but the sultan himself had re- 
signed to his emirs the prosecution of the war ; 
and their numerous detachments were scattered 
over Asia in the security of conquest. Laden with 
spoil and careless of discipline, they were separately 
surprised and defeated by the Greeks; the activity 
of the emperor seemed to multiply his presence ; 
and while they heard of his expedition to Antioch^ 

the 

* Mosh'ciin, Institut. Hist. Eccles. p. 6i$9f * See in Char- 
din's Travels, (tom.i. p. 171 — 174.) the manners and religion 
of this handsome but worthless nation. See the pedigree of 
their princes from Adam to the present century, in th^ Tables- 
of M. de Guignes^ (torn. i. p. 433— 438«j 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 35^. 

I 

the enemy felt his sword on the hills of Trebkond. chap* 
In three laborious campaigns, the Turks were Lvn. 
driven beyond the Euphrates ; in the fi3urth and 
last, Romanus undertook the deliverance of Ar^ 
meHia. The desolation of the land obliged him 
to transport a supply of two months provisions ; 
and he marched forwards tb the siege of Malaz- 
Jcerd *, an important fortress in the midway be- 
tween the modem cities qf Arzeroum and Van. 
His army amounted, at the least, to one hundred 
thousand men. The troops of Constantinople 
were reinforced by the disorderly multitudes of 
Phifygia and Cappadocia ; but the real strength 
was composed of the subjects and allies of Europe, 
the legions of Macedonia, and the squadrons of 
Bulgaria ; the Uzi, a Moldavian hord, who were 
themselves of the Turkish race f ; and, above all, 
the mercenary and adventurous bands of French 
and Normans. Their lances were commanded by 
the valiant Ursel of Baliol, the kinsman or father 
of the Scottish kings J, and were allowed to 
. A a a excel 

* This city is mentioned by Constantine Porphyrogenitus, 
(de Administrate Imperii, I. ii. c. 44. p. 119.) and the Byzan- 
tines oi the eleventh century, under the name of Mantzikierte, 
and by some is confounded with Theodosiopolis ; but Deslile, 
in his notes and maps, has v6ry properly fixed the situation^. 
/Abulfeda (Geograph. tab. xviii. p. 310.) describes Malasgerd 
as a small town, built with black stone, supplied with water, 
without trees, &c. 

t The Uzi of the Oreeks (Stritter, Memor. Byzant. torn. iii# 
p. 923 — 948.) are the Gozz of the Orientals, (Hist, des Hiins, 
iom. ii. p. 522. torn. iii. p. 133, &c.) Th^y appear on the 
Danube and the Volga, in Armenia, Syria, and Chorasan, and 
the name seems to have been extended ta the whole Turkman 
race. 

t Urselius (the Rtisselius of Zonaras) is distinguished by 
Jeffrey Malaterra (1. i. c. 33.) among the Norman conquenorsof 

Sicily, 
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CHAP, excel in the exercise of arms, or, according to the 
I.VIJ. Greek stile, in the practice of the Pyrrhic dance. 
' On the report of this bold invasion, which 

the Ro- threatened his hereditary dominions. Alp Arslan 
"^A^^b.- ^^ ^^ ^^ scene of action at the head of forty 
1071, thousand horse *. His rapid and skilful evolu- 
ugust. ^^^^ distressed and dismayed the superior num- 
bers of the Greeks ; and in the defeat of Basilacius, 
one of their principal generals, he displayed the 
first example of his valour and clemency. The 
imprudence of the emperor had separated his 
forces after the reduction of Malazkerd. It was 
in vain that he attempted .to recal the mercenary 
Franks : They refused to obey his summons ; he 
disdained to await their return ; the desertion of the 
Uzi filled his mind with anxiety and suspicion ; and 
against the most salutary advice he rushed forwards 
to speedy and decisive action. Had he listened to 
the fair proposals of the sultan, Romanus might 
have secured a retreat, perhaps a peace ; but in 
these overtures he supposed the fear or weakness of 
the enemy, and his answer was conceived in the 
tone of insult and defiance. " If the Barbarian 
" wishes for peace, let him evacuate the ground 

" which 

Sicily, and with the surname olBaVtol; and our own historians 
will tell how the Balio]s came from Normandy to Durham^ 
built Bernard's Castle on the Tees, married an heiress of Scot- 
land, &c. Ducange (Not. ad Nicephor. Bryennium, 1. ii. No. 
4.) has laboured the subject in hononr of the president de Bail- 
leul, whose father had exchanged the sword for the gown. 

* Elmacin (p. 343, 344.) assigns this probable number, 
which is reduced by Abulpharagius to 15,000, (p. 227.) and by 
d'Herbelot (p. 102.) to 1.2,000 horse. But the same Elmacin 
gives 300,000 men to the emperor, of whom Abulpharagius 
says, cum centum hominum millibus, multisque equis et magn4» 
foir^k instructus. The Greeks abstain from any definition of 
numbers. 
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^ which he occupies for the encampment of the chap. 
^' Romans, and surrender his city and palace of lvii. 
" Rei as a pledge of his sincerity," Alp Arslan '"^ v . - ^ 
smiled at the vanity of the demand, but he wept 
the death of so many faithful Moslems ; and, after 
a devout prayer, proclaimed a free permission to ^ 
all who were desirous of retiring from the field. 
With his own hands he tied up his horse's tail, 
exchanged his bow and arrows for a mace and 
scymetar, clothed himself in a white garment, 
perfumed his body with musk, and declared that 
if he were vanquished, that spot should be the 
place of hi^ burial *. The sultan himself had af- 
iSected to cast *away his missile weapons ; but his 
hopes of victory were placed in the arrows of the 
Turkish cavalry, whose squadrons were loosely » 

distributed in the form of a crescent. Instead of 
the successive lines and reserves of the Grecian 
tactics, Romanus led his army in a single, and 
solid phalanx, and pressed with vigour and im^ 
patience the artful and yielding resistance of the 
Barbarians. In this desultory and fruitless com- 
bajt, he wasted the greater part of a summer's day, 
till prudence and fatigue compelled him to return 
to his camp. But a retreat is always periloijs in 
the face of an active foe ; and no sooner had the 
standard been turned to the rear, than the pha- 
lanx was broken by the base cowardice, or the 
baser jealousy, of Andronicus, a rival prince, who 
disgraced his birth and the purple of the Gae- 

A a 3 sars. 

* The Byzantjne writers do not speak so di^inctly of the 
presence of the sultan ; he committed his forces to an eunuch, 
bad retired to a distance, &c. Is ^t ignorance, or je^ousy, or 
truth?- 
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sars *. The Turkish st[uadrons poured a cloud ' 
of arrows on this moment of confusion and lassi- 
tude ; and the horns of their formidable crescent 
, were closed in the rear of the Greeks. In the de- 
struction of the afmj and pillage of the camp, it 
would be needless to mention the number of the 
^ slain or captives. The Byzantine writers deplore 
the loss of an inestimable pearl : They forget to 
mention, that, in this fatal day, the Asiatic pro- 
vinces of Rome were irretrievably sacrificed. 
Camivity As loug a^ a hope survived, Romanus attempt- 
^iJ?J;f ^ ^^ ^Uy' ^d save the relics of his army. When 
the empe- the centre, the Imperial station, was left naked 
on all sides, and encompassed by the victorious 
Turks, he still, with desperate courage^ main- 
tained the fight till the close of day, at the head 
of the brave and faithful subjects who adhered 
to his standard. They fell around him ; his horse 
was slain ; the emperor was wounded j yet he 
stood alone and intrepid, till he was oppressed 
and bound by the strength of multitudes. The 
glory of this illustrious prize was disputed by a 
slave and a soldier ; a slave who had seen him 
on the throne of Constantinople, and a soldier, 
whose extreme deformity had been excused on 
the promise of some signal service. Despoiled 
of his arms, his jewels, and his purple, Romanus 

spent 

• * He was the son of the Cxsar John Ducas, brother of the 
emperor Conotantine, (Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 165.) Nice- 
phorus Bryennius applauds his virtues, and extenuates his 
faults, (L i. p, 30. 38. 1. ii. p. 53.) Yet he owns his enmity 
lo Romanus, v yrtutv ^f ^tXtan t^aif x^t^ ficectXtet, Scylitze^s 
speaks more explicitly of his treason. 
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spent a dreary and perilous night on the field of c h a p. 
battle, amidst a disorderly crowd of the meaner Lvn. 
Barbarians. In the morning the royal captive was ' 
presented to Alp Arslan, who doubted of his for- 
tune, till the identity of the person was ascertained 
by the report of his ambassadors, and by the more 
pathetic evidence of Basilacius, who embraced with 
tears the feet of his mihappy sovereign. The suc- 
cessor of Coristantine, in a plebeian habit, was led' 
into the Turkish divan, and commanded to kiss 
the ground before the lord of Asia. He reluc- 
tantly obeyed; and Alp Arslan, starting from 
his throne, is said to have planted his foot on the 
neck of the Roman emperor *. But the fact is 
doubtful ; and if, in this moment of insolence, 
the sultan complied with a national custom, the 
rest of his conduct has extorted the praise of his 
bigotted foes, and may afford a lesson to the most 
civilized ages. He instantly raised the royal cap- 
tive from the ground ; and thrice clasping his 
hand with tender sympathy, assured him, that his 
life and dignity should be inviolate in the hands 
of a prince who had learned to respect the ma- 
jesty of his equals, and the vicissitudes of fortune. 
From the divan, Romanus was conducted to An * 
adjacent tent, where he was served with pomp and 
reverence by the officers of the sultan, who, twrice 
^ach day, seated him in the place of honour at his 
own table- In a free and familiar conversation of 
eight days, not a word, not a look, of insult, 
escaped from the conqueror; but he severely cen- 
A a 4 sured 

* This circumstance, which we read and doubt in Scylitz^s 
and Constantine Manasses, is more prudently omitted by Nice* 
phonis and Zon^ras. 
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CHAP, sured the unworthy subjects who had deserted their 
Lvii. valiant prince in the hour of danger, and geijtly 
admonished his antagonist of some errors which ho 
had committed in the management of the war. 
In the preliminaries of negociation, Alp Arslan 
asked him what treatment he expected to receive, 
and the calm indifference of the emperor displays 
the freedom of his mind. " If you are cruel/' 
said he, •* you will take my life ; if ypu listen to 
*• pride, you will drag me at your chariot wheels; 
" if you consult your interest, you will accept a 
" ransom, and restore me to my couhtry."-T- 
" And what," continued the sultan, " would 
" have been your own behaviour, had fortune 
" smiled on youi: arms ?" — ^The rejply of the 
Greek betrays a sentiment, which prudence, and 
even gratitude, should have taught him to sup- 
press. " Had I vanquished," he fiercely said, 
?' 1 would have inflicted on thy body many a 
" stripe." — ^The Turkish conqueror smiled at the 
insolence of his captive ; observed that the Chris- 
tian law inculcated the love of enemies and for- 
giveness of injuries J and nobly declared, that he 
would not imitate an example which he condemn-, 
ed. After mature deliberation, Alp Arslan dic- 
tated the terms of liberty and ,peace, a ransom of 
a million, an annual tribute of three hundred and 
sixty thousand pieces of 'gold *^, the marriage of 
the royal children, and the deliverance of all the 
Moslems who were in the power of the Qreeks. 

Romanus, 

* The ransom and tribute are attested by reason and the 
Orientals. The other Greeks are modestly silent ; but Nice- 
phorus Bryennius dares to affirm, that the terms were hk meiitecg 
'?0f4ttwv a^ptjus, and that the emperor would have preferred 
fjeath to a shameful treaty. 
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Romanus, with a sigh, subscribed this treaty, so c h a p. 
disgraceful to the majesty of the empire ; he was lvii, 
immediately invested with a Turkish robe of ho- ' ^ 
nour ; his nobles and patricians were restored to 
their sovereign ; and the^sultan, after a courteous 
embrace, dismissed him with rich presents and a 
military guard. No sooner did he reach the con- 
fines of the empire, than he was informed that 
the palace and provinces had disclaimed their al-. 
legiance to a captive : A sum of two hundred , 
tjiousand pieces was painfully collected ; and the 
fallen monarch transmitted this part of his ransom, 
with a sad confession of his impotence and dis- 
grace. Th^ generosity, or perhaps the ambition, 
of the sultan, prepared to espouse the cause of his 
ally ; but his designs were prevented by the defeat, 
imprisonment, and death, of Romanus Diogenes*. 

In the treaty of peace^ it does not appear that ^If* Are^ 
. Alp Arslan extorted any province or city from lan, a. d, 
the captive emperor ; and his revenge was satisfied *^^' 
with the trophies of his victory, and the spoils of 
Anatolia, from Antioch to the Black Sea. The 
fairest part of Asia was subject to his laws ; twelve 
hundred prinpcs, or the sons of princes, stood before 
his throne ; and two hundred thousand soldiers 
marched under his banners. The sultan disdained 

to 

* The defeat and captivity of Romanus Diogenes may \^ 
{bund in John Scylitzes ad calcem Cedrpni, torn. ii. p. 835— « 
843. Zonaras, torn. ii. p. 281—284, Nicephoras Bryennius, 
1. i. p. 25 — 32, Glycas, p. 325 — ^327. Con&tantine Manasses, 
p. 134. £]macin, Hist. Saracen, p. 343, 34.).. Abulpharag. 
Dynast, p. 227. D'Herbelot, p. 102, 103. Dc Guignes, tom, 
iii. p. 207-— 211.. Besides my old acquaintance, Elmacin and 
Abulpharagius, the historian of the Huns has consulted Abul- 
fcda, and his epitoniizer, Benschounah, a Chronicle of the Ca- 
liphs, by Soyouthi, Abulmahasen of Egypt, and Novairi of Africa. 
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CHAP, to pursue the fugitive Greeks ; but he meditated 
LVii. the more glorious conquest of Turkestan, the ori- 

' T ginal scat pf the house of Seljuk. He moved from 
Bagdad to the banks of the Oxus ; a bridge was 
thrown over the river ; and twenty days were 
consumed in the passage of his troops. But the 
progress of the great king was retarded by the 
governor of Berzem ; and Joseph the Carizmiaa 
presumed to defend his fortress against the powers 
of the East. When he was produced a captive 
in the royal tent, the sultan, instead of praising 
his valour, severely reproached his obstinate folly ; 
and the insolent replies of the rebel provoked ^ 
sentence, that he should be fastened to four stakes, 
and left to expire in that painful situation. At 
this command the desperate Carizmian, drawing 
a dagger, rushed headlong towards the throne : 
The guards raised their battle-axes; their zeal was 
checked by Alp Arslan, the most skilful archer 
of the age; he drew his bow, but his foot slipped, 
the arrow glanced aside, and he received in his 
breast the dagger of Joseph, who was instantly cut 
in pieces. The wound was mortal; and the 
Turkish prince bequeathed a dying admonition 
to the pride of kings. ^^ In my youth,'* said Alp 
Arslan, '* I was advised by a sage, to humble my- 
"self before God ; to distrust my own strength ; 
'* and never to despise the most contemptible foe. 
** I have neglected these lessons; and my neglect 
•• has been deservedly punished. Yesterday, as 
" from an eminence I beheld the numbers, the 
"discipline, and the spirit, of my armies, the 
" earth seemed to tremble under my feet ; and 
** I said in my heart, surely thoii art the king 

" of 
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*• of the world, the greatest ai^d most invincible of c h a p^ 
" warriors. These armies arc no longer mine ; LVii. 
" and in the confidence of my personal strength, » " ^ 
" I now fall by the hand of an assassin *•" Alp 
Anlan possessed the virtues of a Turk and a 
Mussulman ; his voice and stature commanded 
the reverence of mankind ; his face was shaded 
with long whiskers ; and his ample turban waa 
fashioned in the shape of a crown. The remains 
of the sultan were deposited in the tomb of the 
Seljukian djmasty ; and the passenger might read 
and meditate this useful inscription f : " O ve 

** WHO HAVE SEEK fHE GLORT OF AlP ArSLAN 
" EXALTED TO THE HEAVENS, REPAIR TO MaRU, 
" AND YOU WILL BEHOtD IT BURIED IN THE DUST I" 

The annihilation of the inscription, and the tomb 
itself, more forcibly proclaims the instability of , 

hiunan greatness. 

During the life of Alp Ai^slan, his eldest son ^^J^^ 
had been acknowledged as the future sultan of the ty of Ma- 
Turks. On his father's death, the inheritance ** a.^d!**' 
was disputed by an uncle, a cousin, and a brotho:: J^^^— 
They drew their scymetars, and assembled their 
followers ; and the triple victory of Malek Shah :f: 
established his own reputation and the right of pri^ 

mogeniture* 

* This interesHng death is toldbyd'Hfcrbelot(p. 103, 104.) 
and M. de Guig]le5, (torn. iii. p 212, 213.) from their Oriental 
writers ; but neith£r of them have transfused the spirit of £1- 
njacin, (Hist. Saracen, p. 344, 345.) 

t A critique of high renown, (the late Dr Johnson^) whfr 
has severely scrutinized the epitaphs of Pope, might cavil in 
this sublime inscription at the words, ** repair to Maru," since 
the reader must already be at Maru before he could peruse the 
inscription. 

t The Bibliotheque Orientale has given the text of the reign 
of Malek, (p. 542, 543, 544, 654, 655.) and the Histoire Ge- 
nerate 
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CHAP, mogenitxire. In every age, and more especially 
I- VII. in Asia, the thirst of power has inspired the same 
' passions, and occasioned the same disorders ; but, 
from the long series of civil war, it would not be 
easy to extract a sentiment more pure and mag- 
nanimous than is contained in the saying of the 
Turkish prince. On the eve of the battle, he 
performed his devotions at Thous, before the 
tomb of the Imam Riza. As the sultan rose from 
the ground, he asked his vizir Nizam, who had 
knelt beside him, what had been the object of 
his secret petition : " That your arms may be 
" crowned with victory," was the prudent, and 
most probably the sipcere answer of the minister. 
" For my part," replied the generous Malek, 
" I implored the Lord of Hosts, that he would 
•• take from me my life and crown, if my bro- 
" ther be more worthy than myself to reign over 
" the Moslems." The favourable judgment of 
heaven was ratified by the caliph ; and for the first 
time, the sacred^title of commander of the faithful 
< was communicated to a Barbarian. But this 
Barbarian, by his personal njerit, and the extent 
of his empire, was the greatest prince of his age. 
After the settlement of Persia and Syria, he 
ma^^ched at the head of innumerable armies, to 
atchieve the conquest of Turkestan, which had 
been undertaken by his father. In his passage of 
the Oxus, the boatmen, who had been employed 
in transporting some troops, complained, that 

their 

nerale des Huns (torn. lil. p. 214— -224.) has added the usual 
measure of repetition, emendation, and supplement. Without 
these two learned Frenchmen, I should be blind indeed in the 
Eastern world. 
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their piaynient was assigned on the revenues of c h a p^ 
Antioch. The sultan frowned at this preposterous lvii. 
choice ; hut he smiled at the artful flattery of his 
vizir. " It was not to postpone their reward, 
" that I selected those remote places, but to leave 
" a memorial to posterity, that, under your reign, 
«* Antioch and the Oxus were subject to the same 
" sovereign/' But this description of his limits 
was unjust and parsimonious : Beyond the Oxus, 
he reduced to his obedience the cities of Bochara, 
Garizme, and Samarcand, and crushed each re- 
bellious slave, or independent savage, who dared 
to resist. Malek passed the Sihon or Jaxartes, the 
last boundary of Persian civilization : The hords 
of Turkestan yielded to his supremacy ; his name 
was inserted on the coins, and in the prayers of 
Cashgar, a Tartan kingdom on the extreme bor- 
ders of China. From the Chinese frontier, he 
stretched his immediate jurisdiction or feudatory 
sway to the west and south, as far as the moun- 
tains of Georgia, the neighbourhood of Con$tan- 
tinople, the holy city of Jerusalem, and the spicy 
groves of Arabia Foelix. Instead of resigning 
himself to the luxury of his Haram, the shepherd 
king, both in peace and war, was in action and 
in the field. By the perpetual motion of the 
royal camp, each province was successively bless- 
ed with his presence ; and he is said to have peram- 
bulated twelve times the wide extent of his domi- 
nions, which surpassed the Asiatic reign of Cyrus 
and the caliphs. Of these expeditions, the most 
pious and splendid was the pilgrimage of Mecca; 
the freedom and safety of the caravans were pro- . 

tegted 
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CHAP, tected bj his arms ; the citizens and pilgrims were 
LYii. enriched bj the profusion of his aims ; and the 

'■ » desert was cheered by the places of relief and 
refreshment, which he institiUed for the use of his 
brethren* Hunting was the pleasure, and even 
the passion of the sultan, and his train consisted 
of forty ^seven thousand horses ; but aftar the mas- 
sacre of a Turkish chase, for eftch piece of game, 
he bestowed a piece of gold on i;he popr, a flight 
atonement, at the expence of the people, for th^ 
co$t and mischief of the amusement of kings. In 
the peaceful prosperity of his reign, the cities of 
Asia were adorned with palaces and hospitals, 
with moschs and colleges ; few departed from hi^ 
divan without reward, and none without justice^ 
The language and literature of Persia revived 
under the house of Seljuk * ; and if Malek emur 
lated the liberality pf a Turk less potent thai^ 
iiimself f , his palace might resound with the song$ 
of an hundred poets. The sultan bestowed a 
more serious and learned care on the reformation 
of the calendar, which was effected by a general 
assembly of the astronomers of the East. By a 
law of the prophet, the Moslems are confined to 
the irregular course of the lunar months ; in 

Persia, 

* See ah excellent discourse at the end of Sir William 
Jones's History of Nadir Shah, and the articles of the poets, 
Amak, Anvari, Raschadi, &c. in the Bibliotheque Orientale. 

t His name wasKheder Khan. Four bags were placed 
round his sopha, and as he listened to the song, he cast hand- 
fuls of gold and silver to the poets, (d'Herbelot, p. 107.) All 
jthis may be true ; but i do not understand how he could reign 
in Transoxiana in the time of Malek Shah, and much less how 
Kheder could surpass him in power and pomp. I suspect that 
the beginning, not the end, of the eleventh century, is the true 
I sera of his reign. 
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Fer^a, since the age of Zioroaster, the leyolution chap* 
of the sun has been known and celebrated as an i«vn» 
annual festival * j but after the fall of the Ma- '— ' ^ 
gian empire, the intercalation had been neglected ; 
the fractions of minutes and hours were multi-» 
plied into days ; and the date of the Spring wa$ 
removed from the sign of Aries to that of Pisces* 
The reign of Malek was illustrated by the Gela^ 
laan aera ; and all errors, either past or future, 
were corrected by a computation of time, which 
surpasses the Julian, and approaches the accunu 
cy of the Gregorian stile f . 

In a period when Europe was plunged in the Hisdeathy 
deepest barbarism, the light and splendour of |^* 
Asia may be ascribed to the docility rather than 
the knowledge of the Turkish conquerors. An 
ample share of their wisdom and virtue is due to 
a Persian vizir, who ruled the empire under the 
reigns of Alp Arslan and his son. Nizam, one oi 
the most illustrious ministers of the East, was 
honoured by the caliph as an oracle of religion 
and science ; he was trusted by the sultan as the 
faithful vicegerent of his power and justice. After 
an administration of thirty years, the fame of the 
vizir, his wealth, and even his services, were 
transformed into crimes. He was overthrown by 
the insidious arts of a woman and a rival ; and his 
fall was hastened by a rash declaration, that hi« 
cap and ink-horn, thd badges of his office, were 

connected 

* See Chard in, Vopges en Perse, torn. ii. p. 235* 
t The Gelalaean xtz (Gelaleddin, Glory of the Faith, was 
one of the names or titles of Malek Shah) is fixed to the 15th 
of March, A. H. 471, A. D. 1079. Dr Hyde has produced 
the original testimonies of the Persians and Arabians, (de Rc- 
ligione veterunr Persarum; c< i6* p« 200— -21 1.) 
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CHAP, connected by the divine decree with the throne 
I* VII. and diadem of the sultan; At the age of ninety- 
"^ • - three years;the vraerable statesman was dismissed 
by his master, accused by his enemies, and mur-> 
deredby a fanatic : The last words of Nizam at- 
tested his innocence, and the remainder of Ma- 
lek*s life was short and inglorious. From Ispahan, 
the scene of this disgracefuLtransaction, the sultan 
moved to Bagdad, with the design of transplanting 
the caliph, and of fixing his own residence in 
the capital' of the Moslem world. . The feeble 
successor of Mahomet obtained^ a respite of ten 
days ; and before the expiration of the term, the 
Barbarian was summoned by the angd of death; 
His ambassadors at Constantinople had? asked m 
marriage a. Roman princess j hut the proposal 
yras decently eluded j and the daughter of Alex- 
ius, who might herself have bfeen the victim, ex* 
presses her abhorrence of this unnatural conjunc- 
tion *. The daughter of the sultan was bestow- 
ed on the caliph Moctadi, with the imperiouis 
condition, that, reiiouncing the society of his 
wives and concubines, he should for ever confine 
himself to this honourable alliance* 
Division The greatness atnd unity of the Turkish empire 
of the Sel- expired in the person of Malek Shah. His vacant 
empire, throne was disputed by his brother and his four 
sons ; and, after a series of civil wars, the treaty 
which reconciled the surviving candidates con- 
firmed a lasting separation in the Ft^rsian dynasty, 

the 

* She speaks of this Persian royalty as tf;r«r»jj xcouHxifunfi^^v 

' ' wuMf. Anna Comnena.was only nine ye.trs old at the end of 

the reign of Malek Shah, (A. D* 1092,) and when she speaks 

of his assassination, she confounds the sultan with the vizir, 

(Alexius, 1. vi. p. 177,' 178.) 
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the eldest and principal branch of the house of* d h a p. 

Seljuk. The three younger dynaslties were those lvii* 

of Ksrman, of Syria^ and of Raum; tlie first of - ^ • ' ^ 

these commanded an extensive^ though obscure*; 

dpminion on the shores of the Indian ocean f ; 

the second expelled the Arabiari princes of Aleppo 

and Damascus ; and the third, our peculiar care, . 

invaded the Roman provinces of Asia Minor* 

The generous policy of Malek contributed to their 

elevation ; he allowed the princes of bis blood, 

even those whom he had vanquished in the fields 

to seek ne^ kingdoms worthy of their ambition ; 

nor was lie displeased that they should draw away 

the more ardent sjpirits, who might have disturbed 

the tranquillity of his reign. As the supreme 

head of his family and nation, the great sultan 

of Persia commanded the obedience and tribute of 

his royal brethteri ; the thrones of Kerman and 

Nice, of Aleppo and Damascus ; the Atabeks, 

and emirs of Syria and Mesopotamia, erected 

their standards under the shadow of his sceptre J; 

and the hords of Turkmans overspread the plains 

of the western Asia. After the death of Malek, . 

the bands of union and subordination were re- 

VoL, X. B b laxed 

• 

* So obscure, that the industry of M. de Guignes, could 
oxd^ copy (torn. i. p. 244. torn. Hi. part i. p. 269, &c.) th6 
history, or rather list, of the Seljukides of Kerman, in Biblio^ 
theque Orientale* They were extinguished before the end of 
the twelfth century. * 

\ Tavernier, perhaps the only traveller who has visited 
Kerman, describes the capital as a great ruinous Tillage, 
twenty-five days journey from Ispahan, and twenty-seven from 
Ormus, in the midst of a fertile country, (Voyages en Turquie 
et en Perse, p. 107. iio.) / 

X It appears from Anna Cpmnena, that the Turk^ (A Asia 
Minor obeyed the signet and chiauss of the great sultan, (Alexias, 
L vi, p. 170.) and that the two sons of Soliman were detained 
in his court, ^« 180.) ' 
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CHAP. Iflxed and finally dissolved ; the indulgence of tbe 
LVii, house of Seljuk invested their slav^es with the in- 
?" V ' ' heritance of king4oms ; and, in the Oriental stile, 
a crowd of princes arose from the dust of their 
feet*. 
Conqueit A jmnce of the royal line, Cutulmish, the son of 
of Asia Izrail, the son of Seljuk, had fallen in a battle 
theTurkf, against Alp Arslan ; and the humane victor had 
^HM^^ dropped a tear over his grave. His five sons, strong 
in arms, ambitious of power, and eager for revenge, 
unsheathed their scymetars against the son of Alp 
Arslan. The two armies expected the signal, 
when the qaliph, Forgetful of the majesty which 
secluded him from vulgar eyes, interposed his 
venerable mediation. " Instead of shedding the 
" blood of your brethren, your brethren both in 
** descent and faith, unite your forces in an 
" holy war against the Greeks, the enemies of 
" God and his apostle.'* They listened to his 
voice ; the sultan embraced his rebellious kins- 
men J and the eldest, the valiant Soliman, ac- 
.cepted the royal standard, which gave him the 
free conquest and hereditary command of the 
provinces of the Roman empire, from Arxeroum 
to Constantinople, and the unknown regions of 
the West f . Accompanied by his four brothers, 

he 

* This expression is quoted by Petit de la Croix (Vie de 
Gengiscan, p. i6i.) from soine poet, most probably a Persian. 

t On tlie conqnest of Asia Minor, M. de Guignes has de- 
rived no assistance ftom the Turkish or Arabian writers, who 
produce a naked list of the Seljukides of Roum. The Chreeks 
are unwilling to expose their shame, and we must extoit some 
hints from Scylitzes, (p. 860. 863.) Nicephorus Bryennius, 
(p. 88. 91, 92, &c. 103, 104.) and Anna Comncna, (Alexias, 
p. 91, 92, &€• 168, &c.) 
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he passed the Euphrates t The Turkish . camp chap. 
was soon seated in the neighbourhood of Kutaieh, Lvn. 
in Phrygia ; and his flying cavalry laid waste the - ' 
country as far as the Hellespont and the Qlack 
Sea. Since the decline of the empire, the penin- 
sula of Asia Minor had been exposed to the tran* 
sient, though destructive inroads, of the Persians 
and Saracens; but the fruits of k lasting con^ 
quest were reserved for the Turkish sultan ; and 
his arms were introduced by the Greeks, who 
aspired to reign on the ruins of their country 
Since the captivity of Romanus, six years the 
feeble son of Eudocia had trembled under the 
weight of the Imperial crown, till the provinces 
of the East and West were lost in the same month 
by a double rebellion : Of either chief Nicepho- 
rus was the common name ; but the surnames of 
Brycnnius and Botopiates distinguish the Euro- 
pean and Asiatic candidates. Their reasons, or 
rather their promises, were weighed in the divan ; 
and, after some hesitation, Soliman declared him- 
self in favour of Botoniates, opened a free passage 
to his troops. in their march from Antioch to 
Nice, and joined the banner of the crescent to 
that of the cross. After his ally had ascended the 
throne of Constantinople, the sultan was hospita- 
bly entertained in the suburb of Chrysopolis or . 
Scutari ; and a body of two thousand Turks was 
transported into Europe, to whose dexterity and 
courage the new emperor was indebted for the 
defeat and captivity of his rival Bryennius. But 
the conquest of Europe was dearly purchased 
• by the sacrifice of Asia : Constantinople was de- 
B b 2 privcd 
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CHAP, prived of the obedience and revenue of the piro- 
LVii. vinces beyond the Bosphorus and Hellespont ; and 
^- V ' the regular progress of the Turks, who fortified 
the passes of the rivers and mountains, left not 
a hope of their retreat or emulsion. Another 
candidate implored the aid of the sultan : Melis- 
aenus, in his purple robes and red buskins, at- 
tended the motions of the Turkish camp ; and 
the desponding cities were tempted by the sum- 
mons of a Roman prince, who immediately sur- 
rendered them into the hands of the Barbarians* 
These acquisitions were confirmed by a treaty of 
peace with the emperor Alexius ; his fear of Ro- 
bert compelled him to seek the friendship of Soli- 
man ; and it was not till after the sultan's death 
that he extended as far as Nicomedia, about sixty 
miles from Constantinople, the eastern boundary 
of the Roman world. Trebizond alone, defended 
on either side by the sea and mountains, preser- 
ved at the extremity of the Euxine the ancient 
character of a Greek colony, and the future de- 
stiny of a Christian empire. 
The gel- Since the first conquests of the caliphs, the 
k'ingdom establishment of the Turks in Anatolia, or Asia 
ofRoum. Minor, was the most deplorable losii which the 
church and empire had sustained. By the propa- 
gation of the Moslem faith, Soliman deserved the 
name of Gaziy a holy champion ; and his new 
kingdom of the Romans, or of Rourriy was added 
to the tables of Oriental geography. It is de- 
scribed as extending from the Euphrates to Con- 
stantinople, from the Black Sea to the confines of 
Syria j pregnant with mines of silver and iron, 

of 
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of allum and copper, fruitful in corn and wine, chap, 
and productive of cattle and excellent horses *. ^vii. 
The wealth of Lydia, the arts of the Greeks, the ~ ^ 
splendour of the Augustan age, existed only in 
books and ruins, which were equally obscure in 
the eyes of the Scythian conquerors. Yet, in the 
present decay, Anatolia still contains some weal- 
thy and populous cities ; and, under the Byzan- 
tine empire, they were far more flourishing in 
numbers, size, and opulence. By the choice of 
the sultan, Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, was 
preferred for his palace and fortress : The seat of 
the Seljukian dynasty of Roum was planted one 
hundrfed miles from Constantinople ; and the di- 
vinity of Christ was denied and derided in the 
same temple in which it had been pronounced by 
the first general synod of the Catholics. The unity 
of God, and the mission of Mahomet, were preach- 
ed in the moschs; the Arabian learning was taught 
in the schools ; the Cadhis judged according to. 
the law of the Koran j the Turkish manners and 
language prevailed in the cities ; and Turkman 
camps were scattered over the plains and moun- 
tains of Anatolia. On the hard conditions of tri- 
bute and servitude, the Greek Christians might 
enjoy the- exercise of their religion ; but their 
most holy churches were profaned ; their priests 
and bishops were insulted f; they were compelleji 
B b 3 to 

* Such js the description of Roum by Haiton the Armeni- 
an, whose Tartar history may be found in the collections of 
Ramusio and Bergeron. (See Abulfeda, Geograph. climat. 
xvii. p. 301— 305.) 

t Dicit cos quendam abusione Sodomitica intervertisse epis- 
copum, (Guibert. Abbat. Hist. Hierosol.l. i. p. 468.) It is odd ^ 

enough 
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G H A p. to suffer the triumph of the Pagans^ and the apos- 
LVii. tac J of their brethren ; many thousand children 
were marked by the knife of circumcision ; and 
many thousand captives were devoted to the ser^ 
vice or the pleasures of their masters *. After 
the loss of Asia, Antioch still maintained her pri« 
mitive allegiance to Christ and Gsi^sar ; but the 
solitary province was sepai;^ted from all Roman 
aid, and surrounded on all sides by the IV^home^ 
tan powers. The despair of Philasetus the go- 
vernor prepared the sacrifice of his religion and 
loyalty, had not his guilt been prevented by his 
son, who hastened to the Nicene palace, ^nd of- 
fered to deliver this valuable prize into the hands 
of Soliman. The ambitious sultan mounted on 
horseback, and in twelve nights (for h? reposed 
in the day) performed a march of six hundred 
miles. Antioch was oppressed by the speed and 
secrecy of his enterprise j and the dependent 
cities, as far as Laodicea and the confines of 
Aleppo f , obeyed the example of the metropolis. 
From Laodicea to the Thracian Bosphorus, or 

arm 

enough that we should find a parallel passage of the same peo- 
ple in the present age. '^ II n'est point d'horreur que ces Turcs 
'^ n'ayent commis, ct semblables aux soldats ei&enes, qui dans 
** la sac d'une ville non contens de disposer de t<5ut a Icur gre 
** pretendent encore aux succes les moins desirables. Quelque 
** Sipahis ont porte leurs attentats sur la personne du vieyx 
** rabbi de la synagogue, et celle de J'Archev^que Grec."— 
(Memoires du Baron de Tott, torn. ii. p. 193.) 

* The €mperor, or abbot, describe the scenes of a Turkish 
camp as if they had been present. Matres correptae in conspec- 
td lilianui/ multipliciter rcpetitis diversorum coitibus vexaba|i- 
tur ; (is that the true reading ?) cum filiae assistentes carmina 
pracinere saltando cogerentur. JMox eadem passio ad filias^ &c. 

t See Antioch, and the death of Soliman, in Anna Comne- 
jfia, (Alexias^ 1. vi. p. 168, 169.) with the notes of Ducange. 
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arm of St George, the conquests and reign of c h a p. 
SoHman extended thirty days journey in length, Lvn. 
and in breadth about ten or fifteen, het^jsen the ^' v '^ 
rocks of Lycia and the Black S?a *, The 
Turkish ignorance of navigation protected, for 
n whik, the inglorious safety of the emperor ; 
but no sooner had a fleet of two hundred ships 
been constructed by the hands of the captive 
Greeks, than Alexius trembled behind the walk 
ofhiscapitaL His plaintive epistles were dis« 
persed over Europe, to excite the compassion 
of the Latins, and to paint the danger, the 
weakness, and the riches, ,of the city of Con- 
stantine f . 

But the most interesting conquest of the Sel- statt and 
^ukian Turks was that erf" Jerusalem J, which Pjl^^'^^" 
soon became the theatre of nations. In their Jemsa- 
capitulation with Omar, the inhabitants had sti- a!°d.688 
pulatcd the assurance of their religion and pro- — i^^* 
perty ; but the articles were interpreted by a 
master against whom it was dangerous to dispute; 
B b 4 and. 

* William of Tyre (1. i. c. 9, 10. p. 635.) gives the most 
authentic and deplorable account of these Turkish conquests. 

t In his epistle to the count of Flanders, Alexius seems to 
fall too low beneath his character and dignity ; yet it is opposed 
by Ducange, (Not. ad Alexiad. p. 335, Sec.) and paraphrased 
by the abl^t Guibert, a contemporary historian. Th^ Greek 
text no longer exists ; and each translator and scribe might say 
with Guibert, rp. 475.) verbis vestia meis, a privilege of most 
indefinite latitude. 

t Our best fund for the history of Jerusalem from Heraclius 
to the crusades, is contained in two large and original passages 
of William, atcJ|bishop of Tyre, (1. i. c. i— 10. 1. xviiL c. 5, 
6.) the principal author of the Gesta Dei per Francos. M. de 
Guignes has composed a very learned Memoire snr le Commerc,e 
-des Francois dans le Levant avant les Croi;sades, &:c. (Mem; 
de r Academic des Inscriptions, torn, xxxvii. p. 467 — ^500*) 
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CHAP, and in the four hundred years of the teign of 
i-vii. the caliphs, the political climate of Jerusalem 

^'"v ' was exposed to the vicissitudes of storms and 
sunshine *. By the increase of proselytes and 
population, the Mahometans might excuse their 
usurpation of three-fourths of the city ; but a 
peculiar quarter was reserved for the patriarch 
with his clergy and people; a tribute of two 
pieces of gold waa the price of protection ; and 
the sepulchre of Christ, with the church of the 
Resurrection, was still left in the hands of his 
votaries. Of these votaries, the most numerous 
and respectable portion were strangers to Jeru- 
salem : the pilgrimages to the Holy Land had 
been stimulated, rather than suppressed^ by the 
conquests of the Arabs; and the enthusiasm which 
had always prompted these perilous journies, was 
nourished by the congenial passions of grief and 
indignation, A crowd of pilgrims from the East 
and West continued to visit the holy sepulchre, 
and the adjacent sanctuaries, more especially at 
the festival of Easter ; and the Greeks and Latins, 
the Nestorians and Jacobites, the Copts and 
Abyssinians, the Armenians and Georgians, main- 
tained the chapels, the clergy, and the poor of 
their respective communions. The harmony of 
prayer in so many various tongues, the worship 
of so many nations in the common temple of their 

religion, 

* Secundum Dominorum dispositionem plenitnque lucida 
plerumque nubila recepit intervalla, et aegrotantium more tern- 
porum presentium gravabatur aut respirabat qualitate (1. i. c. 3. 
p. 630.) The latinity of "William of Tyre is by no means con- 
temptible ; but- in his Recount of 490 years, from the loss to the 
recovery of Jerusalein, he exceeds the true account by thirty 
years. 
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religion, might have afforded a spectacle of edifi- chap. 
.cation and peace ; but the zeal of the Christian i-vii. ' 
sects was embittered by hatred and revenge ; and v ■■ ' 
in the kingdom of a suffering Messiah, who had 
pardoned his enemies, they aspirfed to command 
and persecute their spiritual brethren. The pre* 
eminence was asserted by the spirit and numbers 
of the Franks ; and the greatness of Charle- 
magne * protected both the Latin pilgrims, and 
the Catholics of the East. The poverty of Car- 
thage, Alexandria, and Jerusalem, was relieved 
by the alms of that pious emperor ; and many 
monasteries of Palestine were founded or restored 
by his liberal devotion. Harun Alrashid, the 
greatest of the Abassides, esteemed in his Christian 
brother a similar supremacy of genius and power; 
their friendship was cemented by a frequent in- 
tercourse of gifts and embassies ; and the caliph, 
without resigning the substantial dominion, pre- 
sented the emperor with the keys of the holy 
sepulchre, and perhaps of the city of Jerusalem. 
In the decline of the Carlovingian monarchy, the 
republic of Amalphi promoted the interest of 
trade and religion in the East. Her vessels trans- 
ported the Latin pilgrims to the coasts of Egypt 
and Palestine, and deserved, by their useful im- 
ports, the favour and alliance of the Fatimite 
caliphs f : an anual fair was instituted on mount 

Calvary ; 

* For the transactions of Charlemagne with the Holy Land, 
see Eginhard, (de Vita Caroli Magni, c. 16. p. 79 — 82.) Con^ 
stantine Porphyrogcnitus, (de Adminis'tratione Imperii, L ii. c. 
s6. p. 80.) and Pagi, (Critica, torn, iii. A.D. 8cx), No 13, 14, 15.) 

t The caliph granted his privileges, Amalphitanis viris 
apiieis et utilium introductoribus, (Gesta Dei, p. 934.) The 

trade 
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CHAP. Calvary ; and the Italian merchants founded the 
Lvn, convent and hospital of St John of Jerusalem, the 
cradle of the monastic and military order, which 
has since reigned in the isles of Rhodes and of 
Malta. Had the Christian pilgrims been content 
to revere the tomb of a prophet, the disciples of 
Mahomet, instead of blaming, would have imi- 
tated, their piety ; but these rigid Unitarians were 
scandalised by a worship which represents the 
birth, death, and resurrection, of a God; the 
Catholic images were branded with the name of 
idols; and the Moslems smiled with indignation * 
at the miraculous flame, which was kindled on 
the eve of Faster in the holy sepulchre \. This 
pious fraud, first devised in the ninth century*:}:, 
was devoutly cherished by the Latin crusaders, 
and is annually repeated by the clergy of the Greek, 
Armenian, and Coptic sects §, who impose on the 

credulous 

trade of Venice to Egypt and Palestine cannot piodooe so old 
a title, unlesswe adopt the laughable translation of a Frenchman 
who mistook the two factions of the circus (Veniti et Frasini) 
for the Venetians and Parisians. 

* An Arabic chronicle of Jerusalem (Apud Asseman. 
fiibliot, Orient, torn. i. p. 628. torn. ixr. p. 368.) attests th^ 
unbelief of the caliph and the historian ; yet Cantacuzene pre- 
si^mes to appeal to the Mahometans themselves for the truth of 
this perpetual miracle. 

t In his Dissertations on Ecclesiastical History, the learned 
Mosheim has separately discussed this pretended miracle, (torn. 
ii. p. 214 — ^306.) de lumine sancti sepulchri. 

X William of Malmsbury (1. iv. c. ii. p. 209.) quotes the 
Itinerary of the monk Bernard, an eye-witness, who visited 
Jerusalem A. D. 870. The miracle is confirmed by another 
pilgrim some years older ; and Mosheim ascribes the invention 
to the Franks, soon after the decease of Charlemagne. 

§ Our travellers, Sandys, (p. 134.) Thevenot, (p. 6«i — 627.) 
Maundrell, (p. 94, 95.) &c. describe this extravagant farce. 
The Catholics ate puzzled to decide, ivhen the miracle ended, 
and the trick began, r^ t 
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erediilous spectators * for their own benefit, and chap. 
that of their tyrants. In every age, a principle of lvii. 
toleration has been fortified by a sense of interest ; ^ v "" -'^ 
and the revenue of the prince and his emir was 
increased each year, by the expence and tribute 
of so many thousand strangers. 

The revolution which transferred the sceptre ^nder the 
from the Abassides to the Fatimites was a benefit, caliphs, 
rather than an injury, to the Holy Land. A so- tl^o^ 
vereign resident in Egypt was more sensible of 
the importance of Christian trade ; and the emirs 
of Palestine were less remote from the justice and 
power of the throne. But the third of these Fa- 
timite caliphs was the famous Hakem f , a frantic 
youth, who was delivered by his impiety and 
despotism from the fear either of God or man j 
and whose reign was a wild mixture of vice and 
folly. Regardless of the most ancient customs of 
Egypt, he impo ed on the women an" absolute 
confinement : The restraint excited the clamours 
of both sexes ; their clamours provoked his fury; 
aspart of Old Cairo was delivered to the flames; 
and the guards and citizens were engaged many 
4ays in a bloody conflict. At first the caliph de 

clared 

* The Orientals themselves confess the fraud, and plead ne- 
cessity and edification ; (Memoires du Chevalier d'Arvieux, torn, 
ii. p. 140. Joseph A)>udacni, Hist. Copt. c. 20.) but I will 
not attempt, with Mosheim, to explain the mode. Our travel- 
lers have failed with the blood of St Januarius at Naples. 

t See d'Herbelot, (Bibliot. Orientale, p. 411.) Renaudbt, 
(Hist. Patriarch. Alex. p. 390. 397. 400, 401.) Elmacin, 
(Hist. Saracen, p. 321 — 323.) and Marei, (p. 384 — 386.) an 
historian of Egypt, translated by Reiske from Arabic into Ger- 
man, and verbally interpreted to me by a friend. 
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clared himself a zealous Mussulman, the founder 
or benefactor of moschs and colleges : Twelve 
hundred and ninety copies of the Koran were tran- 
scribed at his expence in letters of gold ; and his 
edict extirpaited the vineyards of the Upper Egypt. 
But his vanity was soon flattered by the hope of 
introducing a new religion; he aspired above 
the fame of a prophet, and stiled himself the 
visible image of the most high God, who, after 
nine apparitions on earth, was at length manifest 
in his royal person. At the name of Hakem, the 
lord of the living and the dead, every knee was 
bent in religious adoration : His mysteries were 
performed on a mountain near Cairo ; sixteen 
thousand converts had signed his profession of 
faith ; and at the present hour, a free and warlike 
people, the Druses of mount Libanus, are per- 
suaded of the life and divinity of a madman and 
tyrant ^. In his divine character, Hakem hated 
the Jews and Christians, as the servants of his 
rivals ; while some remains of prejudice or pru- 
dence' still pleaded in favour of the law of Ma- 
homet. Both in Egypt and Palestine, his cruel 
and wanton persecution made some martyrs and 
many apostates : The common rights, and special 

privileges 

* The religion of the Druses is concealed by their ignorance 
and hypocrisy. Their secret doctrines are confined to the ckct 
who profess a contemplative life ; and the vulgar Druses, the 
most indifferent of men, occasionally conform to the worship of 
the Mahometans and Christians of their neighbourhood. Tiie 
little that is, or deserves to be known, may be seen in the in- 
dustrious Niebuhr, (Voyages, torn. ii. p. 354—357-) ^""^ *^^ 
second volume of the recent and instructive Travels of M. de 
Volney. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. . 38 r 

privileges of the sectaries were equally disregard- chap. 
ed ; and a general iatecdict was laid on the devo- i-vn, 
tjon of strangers and natives. The temple of the ^ jp"^- 
Christian world, the church of the Resurrection, of Hak^ 
was demolished to its foundations; the luminous ,^?* 
prodigy of Easter was interrupted, and much pro- 
fane labour was exhausted to destroy the cave in 
the rock, which properly constitutes the holy se- 
pulchre. At the report of this sacrilege, the na- 
tions of Europe were astonished and afflicted ; 
but, instead of arming in the defence of the Holy 
Land, they contented themselves with burning 
or banishing the Jews, as the secret advisers ot 
the impious Barbarian *. Yet the calamities of 
Jerusalem were in some measure alleviated by the 
inconstancy or repentance of Hakem himself; 
and the royal mandate was sealed for the restitu- 
tion of the churches, when the tyrant was assassi- 
nated by the emissaries of his sister. The suc- 
ceeding caliphs resumed the maxims of religion 
and policy ; a free toleration was again granted ; 
with the pious aid of the emperor of Constan- 
tinople, the holy sepulchre arose frpm its ruins ; 
and, after a short abstinence, the pilgrims return- 
ed with an increase of appetite to the spiritual 
feast f . In the sea- voyage of Palestine, the dan- 
gers 

* See Glaber, 1. iii. c. 7. and the Annals of Baronius and 
Pagi, A. D. 1009. 

t Per idem tempus ex universo orbe tarn innumcrabilis mul- 
titudo coepit confluere ad sepolchrum Salvatoris Hierosolymis, 
qaantum nullus hominum prius sperare poterat. Ordo inferio- 
ris plebis mediocres reges et comites • . • 

• . prassules .... mulieres multae nobiles cum pauperioribus 

• . . • Pluribus enim erat mentis desidehum mori priusquam 
ad propria revcrterentur, (Glaber, 1, iv. c« 6. Bouquet, Histo- 
rians of France, torn. x. p. 50*) 
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c AH P. gen were frequent, and the opportunities rare : 

Lvii. But the conversion of Hungary opened a safe 

' communication between Germany and Greece. 

The charity of- St Stephen, the apostle of his 

kingdom, relieved and conducted his itinei:arit 

Increase brethren * ; and from Belgrade to Antioch, they 

wimages, traversed fifteen hundred miles of a Christian- 

-A' ^- empire. Among the Franks, the zeal of pil- 
ioa4, &c. .^ .. f- J .u 1 rr 

gnmage prevailed beyond the example of former 

times ; and the roads were covered with multi- 
tudes of either sex, and of every rank, who pro- 
fessed their contempt of life, so soon as they 
should have kissed the tomb of their Redeemer. 
Princes and prelates abandoned the care of their 
dominions ; and the numbers of these pious cara- 
vans were a prelude to the -armies which marched 
in the ensuing age under the banner of the cross. 
About thirty, years before the first crusade, the 
archbishop of Mentz, with the bishops of Utrecht, 
Bamberg, and Ratisbon, undertook this laborious 
journey from the Rhine to the Jordan ; and the 
multitude of their followers^ amounted to seven 
thousand persons. At Constantinople, they were 
hospitably entertained by tTie emperor; but the 
ostentation of their wealth provoked the assault 
of the wild Arabs. ; they drew their swords with 
scrupulous reluctance, and sustained a siege in the 
village of Capernaum, till they were rescued by 
the venal protection of theFatimite emir. After 
visiting the holy places, they embarked for Italy, 

but 

* Glaber, 1. iii. c. i. Katona (Hist. Critic Regum Hun- 
garian, tom. i. p. 304 — ^3ii*) examines ^whether St Stephen 
founded a monastery at Jerusalem. 
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but only a remnant of two thousand arrived in chap, 
safety in their native land, Ingulphus, a secretary LVir. 

of William the Conqueror, was a companion of ^ " ^ ^ 

this pilgrimage ; he observes that they sallied from 
Normandy, thirty stout and well-appointed horse- 
men ; but that they repassed the Alps, twenty 
miserable palmers,^ with the staff in their hand, 
and the wallet at their back *. 

After the defeat of the Romans, the tranquillity Conquest 
of the Fatimite caliphs was invaded by the jfmbythe 
Turks f .. One of the lieut«iants of Malek Sh^h, Turks, ' 
Atsiz the Carizmian, marched into Syria at the tlumJ^ 
head of a powerful army, and reduced Damascus 
by famine and. the sword. Hems, and the other 
cities of the province, acknowledged the caliph 
of Bagdad and the sultan of Persia; and the 
victorious emir advanced without resistance to 
the banks of the Nile; the Fatimite was preparing 
to fly into the heart of Africa ; but the negroes 
of his guard and the inhabitants of Cairo made 
a desperate sally, and repulsed the Turk from 
the confines of Egypt. In his retreat, he indulged 
the license of slaughter and rapine ; the judge 
and notaries of Jerusalem were invited to his 
camp ; and their execution was followed by the 
massacre of three thousand citizens. The cruelty 
or the defeat of Atsiz was soon punished by the 

sultan 

* Baronius (A. D. 1064, No 43 — 56.) has transcribed the 
gf eater part of the original naiTatives of Ingulphus, Marianus, 
and Lambertus. 

t See Elmacin (Hist. Saracen, p. 349, 350.) and Abulpha- 
ragius, (Dynast p. 237. vers. Ppcock.) M. de Guignes (Hist, 
des Huns, torn. iii. part i. p. 21^, ai6*) adds the testimonies^ 
or rather the names, of Abulfeda and Novairi. 
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CHAP, sultan Toucush, the brother of Malck Shah, 
LVii. who, with a higher title and more formidable 
^ powers, asserted the dominion of Syria and Pa- 
lestine. The house of Seljuk reigned about twenty- 
years in Jerusalem * • but the hereditary com- 
mand of the holy city and territory was entrusted 
or abandoned to the emir Ortok, the chief of 
a tribe of Turkmans, whose children, after their 
expulsion from Palestine, formed two dynasties on 
the borders of Armenia and Assyria f . The Ori- 
ental Christians and the Latin pilgrims deplored a 
revolution, which, instead of the regular govern- 
ment and old alliance of the caliphs, imposed on 
their necks the iron yoke of the strangers of the 
north f . In his court and camp the great sultan 
had adopted in some degree the arts and manners 
of Persia ; but the body of the Turkish nation, and 
more especially the pastoral tribes, still breathed 
the fierceness of the desert. From Nice to Jerusa- 
lem, the western countries of Asia were a scene of 
foreign and domestic hostility ; and the shepherds 

of 

* From the expedition of l|sar Atsiz, (A. H. 469, A, D. 
1076.) to the expulsion of the Ortokides, (A. D. 1096*) Yet 
William of Tyre (1. i. c. 6. p. 633.) asserts, that Jerusalem was 
thirty-eight years in the hands of the Turks ; and an Arabic 
chronicle, quoted by Pagi, (torn. iv. p. 202.) supposes, that the 
city was reduced by a Carizmian general to the obedience of the 
caliph of Bagdad, A. H. 463, A. D. I070, These early 
dates are not very compatible with the general history of Asia; 
and I am sure, that as late as A. D. 1064, the regnum, Baby- 
lonicum (of Cairo) still prevailed in Palestine, (Baronius, A. D» 
1064, No 56.) 
, t De Guignes, Hist, des Huns, torn* i. p. 249 — 252* 

t Willerm. Tyr. 1. i. c. 8. p. 634. who strives hard to 
magnify the Christian grievances. The Turks exacted an 
aureus from each pilgrim ! The cafhar of the Franks is now 
fourteen, dollars 5 and Europe docs not complain of this volun- 
tary tax« 
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©f Palestine, who held a precarious sway on a c h a p. 
doubtful frontier, had neither leisure nor capacity lvii. 
to await the slow profits of commercial and re- ' — v"— ^ 
ligious freedom. The pilgrims, who, through 
innumerable perils, had reached the gates of 
Jerusalem, were the victims of private rapine or 
public oppression, and often sunk under the pres- 
sure of famine and disease, before they were per- 
mitted to salute the holy sepulchre. A spirit of 
native barbarism, or recent zeal, prompted the 
Turkmans to insult the clergy of every sect ; the 
patriarch was dragged by the hair along the pave- 
ment, and cast into a dungeon, to extort a ransom 
from the sympathy of his flock ; and the divine 
worship in the church of the resurrection was of- 
ten disturbed by the savage rudeness of its mas- 
ters. The pathetic tale excited the millions of 
the West to march under the standard of the 
Cross to the relief of the Holy Land ; and yet 
how trifling is the sum of these accumulated evils, 
if compared with the single act of the sacrilege 
of Hakem, which had been so patiently endured 
by the Latin Christians ! A slighter provocation 
inflamed the more irascible temper of their de- 
scendants : A new spirit had arisen of religioui^ 
chivalry and papal dominion ; a nerve was touch- 
ed of exquisite feeling ; and the sensation vibra- 
ted to the heart of Europe. , 

END OF THP TENTH VOLUME, 
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